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Founded on .unquellionable Examples of 

POD'S TEMPORAL VENGEANCE 
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The Examples are fele^d from Frediaims in the 01(J 
Tcftament, of national judgements, which (being 
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•* If thou fccft the Opprcffion of the Poor, and violent 
** perveni^g of Judgement aadjuftice in aProvinc^^ 
** marvel not at the matter (or oi;///) for he that 

*^ IS HiGHSft THAK THE HIGHEST REGA J^D-ETH/' 

Sec. Ecclef. V. 8.—" 7** Lord saw (it) and it dif- 
'* pleafed him that there was mo Judgement, and 
** he saw that then nuas no man, and wondered 
V that {there <was) no intercessor :"&c.— ** And 
'* he put on the Garments of vengeance for cloth- 
*< ingi and was clad with zeal as a dokc. Accord- 

** IMG TO THEIR DEEDS, ACCORDINGLY HE WILL 

** R&PAY, fury to his Adverfari^s, recompence (or 
** Retribution) to his enemies, to the islands 

*^ HE WILL REPAY RECOMPENCE," &C. Ifa. lix. 

*^ How long will ye judge unjuftly, and accept the 
*« Perfons of the Wicked? Defend the Poor and 
« Fatherlefs : do Juftice to the Aifliaed and Needy. 
** Deliver the poor and needy : rid thim 

•< OUT OP THE HAND OP THE WlCKEQ." Pf. IxXxiL 

2-— 4.——^' Remove Violence and Spoil, and execute 
<< Judgement and Juftice, take away your ex* 

*< ACTIONS FROM MY PEOPLSj SAITH THE LoRI» 

•« God I" Ezck. xlv. 9. 
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L A W 

O F 

RETRIBUTION. 

THE African Slave-trade 
has been publicly fupported and 
encouraged by theLegijlature oftbisKing^ 
dom for near a C(intury laft paft; fb that 
the mon/lrous deJiruSiion of the Human 
Species J which is annually occafioned 
thereby, may certainly be efteemed a 
J>fattonal Crime of the moft aggravating 
kind, which (according to the ufual 
courfe of God's Providence in the 
World) will probably draw down fome 
•exemplary vengeance upon the unre- 
penting Inhabitants of this Ifland ! And, 
with refpedt to the Briti/Ij Colonies^ the 
A uncha- 
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uncharitable praftice of Slave-holdings 
€fpecially in the Weft-India Iflands and 
the more Southern Colonies, is grown 
up into a more enormous and deftruftiye 
OppreJJion (whether we view the prodi- 
gious multitudes of the Opprejfed^ or the 
unconfcionable feverity of the Opprejfors) 
than perhaps ever difgraced any other 
Nation at any one period of time ! 

The feveral attempts that have lately 
been made tojuftify thefe two branches 
of abominable National Iniquity by the 
Holy Scriptures, and efpecially by the 
permiffion therein granted to the Ifraelites 
to pur chafe and retain Slaves among them, 
have induced me to coUeft, from the 
Hiftory of the Jews in the feveral Books 
of Holy Scripture, fome plain examples 
of God's Vengeance upon that particular 
Nation, exprefsly for this kind of Op- 
preJJion ; which, I hope, will fufficiently 
prove that Slavery was ever deteftable in 
4 the 
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the figHt of Godi and confequently that 
a Ipeedy Reformation is abfolutely ne- 
ceflary (as well with refpe<3: to the 
African Slave-trade^ encouraged in this 
Kingdom, as the toleration of Slavery 
in the Britifli American Dominions) if 
we mean to entertain the leaft hqpe of 
efcaping a fevere National Retribution^ 
which (if we may judge by our prefent 
Civil Diflentions and horrid mutual 
Slaughters of National Brethren) feem 
ready to burft upon us ! 

I am well aware, indeed, how very 
tinfaihionable it is, now-a-days, to quote 
Scripture J when matters ofLaw^ Politics^ 
or Trade are called in queflion ; yet I flat- 
ter myfelf that the following examples, 
drawn from thence, are perfedlly fuitable 
to my prefent point, and confequently 
muft have weight to convince all perfbns, 
who fincerely acknowledge the Truth of 
the Scriptures^ that we have the greateft 
A a reafon 
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reafbn to apprehend the inflidioii of 
fome heavy Judgement from Almighty: 
God upon thefe Kingdoms, on account 
of the monftrous load of Guilt which the 
Britifli Subjects, on each fide of the Atlan- 
tic^ have incurred by the OppreJJions 
above-mentioned. 

In foryie former Trads I have already 
fhewn that the Servitude which the Jews, 
by the Mofaic Law, were permitted to 
exa£t of their Bnthren (even when the 
latter wtxtf)ldto them) was very much 
limited I that they were not to be treated 
as Bond Servants (i), but as Hired Ser- 
vants ; that the Servitude could not law- 
fully be extended beyond y^i;^//j>^^^rj (2), 

'• (l) '* If thy Brother ^that dwcUeth) by thee be waxen 
** poor, and he fold unto tbee^ thou ihalt not compel 
" him to ferve 2& a Bond Servant : but as an Hired 
f< Servant, and «s a Sojourner, hefliallbewiththee," 
l^c, Levit. XXV. §9, 40. 

(2) " If thou buy an Hebrew Servant, fix years he 
" (hall ferve, and in the feventh he fliall go out free 
V for nothing.''- Bxod. xxi. 2. 

unlefs 
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\mleis the.SeiVant loved his M^er and 
Condition, and voluatariiy demand^(3^) 
of him to be continued in his Service ; 
aiid that, in every other cafe, it was 

(3) '' And if the Servant (hall pleinlji fay. Have 
*' my Mafter, my Wife, and my Children ; I luiilnot 
^* g0'outfru<*\ Cffc. Eixod. xxi. 5. Thus it is evident 
that the' Jews- could not .acc[uire any right to the perpe- 
tual Service of their Brethren, John or Thomas, except 
by virtue t>f a nmhrntary {^oniraH, which is foracthing 
fifiiilar to that Claufe in the Habeas Corpus A8l con- 
cerning a Contraft, which I thought myfelf obliged 
to acknow'ledge in my former Traft as an exception 
to the idea of Uriiverfal Freedom in . this Kingdom, 
But in neither cafe can the ContraSl for Service be /«- 
plied; for in the latter the Contraft mull be in ivriti^tg, • 
and the figning be cieariy proved to be a 'voluntary nS^ 
without the leall fufpicion oi Durf/s ; and in the for- 
mer cafe it was neceffary that the Servant ftiould ac- 
i^nowled^, .in a Court cf Record,, that he was 'willing 
to enter into fuch a Contrad ; for the Hebrew Serijant 
could not be made a Sh've, unlefs he would "-^ plainly 
f* fay, I love my Mafter," l£c. ^* I WILL NOT GO 
" OUT FREE; Then" (fays the Text) ** his Mailer 
" ihall bring him unto the JUDGES" (>v^ich an- 
fwers to the f\iki)kz Ackn(^wledgement neceflary in the 
pther cafe to be made in a Court of Record) for with- 
out this the Hebrew Mafter had no authority to bore 
^cScnrant*8 Ear in token «fBonilage. Exod.xxi. 

abfolutely 
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reafon to apprehend the inflidion of 
fome heavy Judgement from Almighty- 
God ypon thefe Knigdoms, on account 
of the monftrous load of Guilt which the 
Britifli Subjects, on each fide of the Atlan- 
tic^ have incurred by the OppreJJions 
above-mentioned. 

In fome former Trafts I have already 
fhewn that the Servitude which the Jews, 
by the Mofaic Law, were permitted to 
exa<St of their Bnthren (even when the 
latter were^^A/to them) was very much 
limited % that they- were not to be treated 
as Bond Servants (i), but as Hired Serr 
vants ; that the Servitude could not law- 
fully be extended htyon^ /even years (2), 

' • ( I ) '^^ If thy Brother (that dwelleth) by thee be waxen 
" poor, and he fold unto thee, thou ihalt not compel 
** him to ferve as /z Bond Servant : but as an Hired 
f Servant, and «s a Sojourner, his ihall be with thee," 
ISc. Levit. XXV. 59, 40. 

(2) " If thou buy an Hebrew Servant, iix years he 
•* (hall ferve, and in the feventh he fliall go out free 
** for nothittgi"- Bxod. xxi. 2. 

unlefs 



[ J ] 

rnilefs the .Servant loved kis Mafler and 
Condition, and voluatariiy demand'9d(3^) 
of him to be continued in his Service ; 
aiid that, in every other cafe, it was 

(3) '' And if the Servant (hall plainly fay, I lo'vi 
f* my Mailer, my Wife, and my Children ; I luiilnot 
** go^outfrte^^*' lie, Exod. xxi. 5. Thus it is evident 
that the" Jews could -not .acc[uire £iny ri^ht to the perpe- 
tual Service of their Bretbreny John or Thomas, except 
by virtue of a *mhmtary Contrary which is foracthing^ 
fiHiilar to that Claufe in the Habeas Corpus Ad con- 
cerning a Contraft, which I thought myfelf obliged 
to acknow'ledge in my former Traft as an exception 
to the idea of Uriiverfal Frtedom in . this Kingdom^ 
But in neither cafe can the ContraSi for Service be im-. 
plied % for in the latter th^ Contraft mart be in ^Mriiiiig^ • 
and the figning be cieariy proved to be a 'voluntary n3^ 
without the leall fufpicion oi Durffs ; and in the for- 
mer cafe it was ncceffary that the Servant ftiouid ac- 
knowledge, .in a Court cf Record y. that he was iMiiling 
to enter into fuch a Contrad ; for the Hebrew Servant 
could not be made a Sh've, unlefs he would ^* plainly 
«* /ayy I love my Mafter," ^c, ^* 1 WILL NOT GO 
" OUT FREE; Then" (fays the Text) ** his Mailer 
*' ihall bring him unto the JUDGES" (v;^ich an- 
fwers to the public Acknowledgement neceflary ija the 
Other cafe to be made in a Court of Record J f(jr with- 
out this the Hebrew Mafter had no authority to bore 
the Servant's Ear in token of Bondage. Exod.xxi. 

abfolutelj 
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abfolutely unlawful to hold a Brother 
Hebrew in Slavery* 

I have likewife fliewn, that, under 
the glorious Difpenfation of the Gofpel, 
we are abfolutely bound to confider our- 
felves as Citizens of the World; that every 
Man whatever, without any partial dif- 
tinStion of Nation, Diftance, or Com- 
plexion, muft neceflarily be efteemed 
ourNeighboury and our Brother ; and that 
we are abfolutely bound in Chriftian 
,Duty to entertain a Difpojition towards 
all Mankind as charitable and benevo- 
lent, at leqft^ as that which was required 
of the Jews, under the Law, towards 
their national Brethren i and, confe- 
quently, that it is abfolutely unlawful 
for thofe, who call themfelves Chrifiiansj 
to exaiSt of their Brethren (I mean their 
Brethren of the Univerfe) a more burthen- 
Ibme Service than that to which the 
Jews were limited with refpcft to their 

Brethren 
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Brethren of the Houfe of Ifrael ; and the 
Slavery, or involuntary Bondage, of a 
Brother Ifraelite was abfolutely forbid. 

Thefe premifes naturally lead us to 
^onfider the fevere national judge- 
ments which the Jews brought upon 
thefflfelves principally by exceeding thefe 
very limitations which I have here fpeci- 
fied : and the inevitable conclufion to be 
' drawn from thefe examples is, that we 
are abfolutely in danger of the like 
judgements, if we do not immediately 
put a flop to zVLJimilar Oppreffion by Na^ 
iional Authority : becaufe an uncharitable 
extenfion of the /aid limits^ by thofe who 
call themfelves Chriftians, will certainly 
be, at leaft, as heinous in thejight of God 
as the OPPRESSION of brethren under 
the Law ; and probably much more fo, 
if we confider the purity and benevo- 
lence which i^ required of all Men under 
the Gofpel Difpenfation : and I have 

clearly 



'titzrtf proved (I traft} that the permif^ 
iioii to the IfraeEtes, to keep Bondmen of 
the Utathen (or more properly the Na-^ 
tions^ D*^Wn) thatjwere round about theniy 
^id'of *' the Children of the Strangers 
^^ that dwelt airtong them/' cannot be 
•extended to any other People whatever 
•^xcepd tJje IfraeUties themfelves ; and that 
wen to nhem it was owJy temper ary^ 
dlKring the Difpenfation of the Mofaic 
Law, wbilft they pcfleffed the Land of 
Canaaft, the formerlnhabirants of which 
{yil&* the fcven abominable Nations of 
4?ileftine, expr^sly mentioned; by name 
'm the fevettth Chapter of Deuteronomy, 
*wliere* the fame Heb. Noim CD^IJ, ren-* 
(fered Heathen in the former Text, is 
properly exprefled by the Englifli word 
Nations) the Ifraelites were exprefsly 
^reifted to^ drrve out, kill, and deftroy, 
without pity (4), and to make no Covenant 

(4) ** Thine eye fball have no pity upon riiem,'* 

with 
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with them {5) : and I hope I have alfb 
proved that the retnmndsr bf thefe parti- 
cular wicked Nations, thus exprefsly 
doomed todeftru<ftion, were undoubtedly 
*• the Umkm"' (or Nations) '' that dwelt 
>" r&Mnd €ibout^^ the Ifraelites, and " the 
^ *• Chiidr^n. ^fthe Strangert^^ whom (and 
'^m^hom alone) it was lawful to hold in 
perpetual Bondage ; for otherwife that 
permiffion cannot be reconciled to God's 
pofitiVe Commands, given in the famie 
Law, to lank the Stranger. *^ The Lord 
^' your God is Gbd of Gods, and Lord 
.^* of Lords, i great God, a itiJghty and a 
** t-errible^ which rtgatdeth riot PerJoHs '* 
(fo that this was a$)parently a general 
Law, or Rule of Condud:, towards all 
Perfons^ except the People of tho^Q parti- 
cular Natidns which were exprefsly, by 
name J condemned to deftruiSbion by the 
hands of tlie Ifraelites, in other parts of 

(5} ** Thou (halt make no Covtnant with them^ 
^ •« ixarjhrw Me$ry uhtt> thefti," efc. Dcttt. Vii. 2. 

B the 



%rd now difperfed, as living ftionumenta 
of the fame tQ this very day : and we 
h^ve the authority of an A{K>ftle (6) to 
s^ffert, that '* ^U thefe- things happene4 
f' unto them for enfampl^s ; and they 
*^ ar? written^*, (fays he) '* for our ad- 
♦* monitio^i, upon whom the; ends of 
** the world are come." 

One of the 6rft and riioft fignal in- 
{tances of Mercy which the Almighty 
' was pleafed to fhew that People, after 
thty^ tecame /iNaiioHy was, thereftorin^ 
them to their Natural Freedom from the 
dsi^orz\At: Slavery m which they were 
dletaine^ by v,a tyianiutal Egyptian 
Monawrch. (7) 2 and the tremendous 
/ Judge- 

(6) 1 Cor. x^ii. 

(7) — ** the Children of Jfii;acl fighcd \^y reafon of 
'*' i$e Biottiage^ and they cried', and their cry came 

' *< Hp uh^ ,^di by.uafin of the Bwdage: and Go4 
•* heard their ^ro^mn^^^^ i^c. ExeA, ii. X3# ^4- , 

" And 
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Judgements whereby this deliverance 
wa.s efFedtcd (viz. the Plagues of Egypt) 
are fo many lignal examples of GoiTs 
Jivere Fengeance againfi Slave-holders^ 
which ought to be had in everlafHng 
remembrahee, to warn all Nations of 
the World ^gainft the unnatural and 
banefiil practice of keeping Slaves. 

This deliverance from Bondage was 
frequently mentioned, even in the words 
of God himfelf, by his Prophets, from 
time to time (a$ I have before remarked) 
^T-«* Thus. faith the Lord" (i. e. Jeho- 
vah) ** God of Ifrael : I brought you up 
** from Egypt, and brought you forth 
*V out of the Houfe of Bondage ;'' (n*^30 
tsnssif more literally " from the Houfe 

•* And the Lord faid, I YiZVQ furely feen the Jffii^iom 
** of my People which are in Egypt, and h^SLve heard 
•* thif'r cry by reafon of their Tafi-mafiers : for I 
*• know their Sorrows, and I am come down to deli* 
**' ver them out of tjie haAd of the^ Egyptians^" 
Exod. iii* 7, 8, 
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<* of Slaves') " and I delivered you out 
•* of the hand of the Egyptians, and 
** out of the hand of all that opprejfed 

f^ youy' &c. Judges vi. 8. ''I re- 

*^ moved his Shoulder from the Burden ; 
*^ his Hands ivere delivered from the' 
^^ Pots{S): thou calledft in trouble, 
*' and I delivered thee." Pfal. Ixxxi. 

The Ifraelites themftlves were alfo 
particularly directed to, remember this 
fignid exertion of Divine Mercy and 
Povi^er in the caufe of Popular Freedom : 
*^ Remember that thou waft a Servant''* 
(viz. a Slave) " in the Land of Egypt, 
*' and that the Lord thy God brought 
** thee out thence through a mighty hand^ 
'' and by a ftrctchedrout arm," £s?r. 
Deut. v. 15. 

(S) In like manner there arc multitudes of poor 
people retained in a dfphrahU Bondage^ even to this 
liAy^ in tbi Potteries of China. s 

If 
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It was furely for the moral purpofe 
of ftirring up in the Ifraelites a fympa- 
thetic concern for the SufFernigs of the 
Pppfejfed^ and more particularly of O^ 
prejfed Strangers^ that they were fo fre* 
quently reminded of their own former 
deplorable condition in Slavery ^ and of 
their miraculou ^Deliverance from thence ; 
being exprefsly referred to their own 
Feelings znA Remembrance of the cruel 
foreign Tyranny, which they themfelves 
had fo lately experienced in Egypt: 
— *' thou fhalt not opprefs a Stranger : 
" for ye KNOW THE HEART *• 
(t3fi3, properly THE SOUL) " OF A 
" STRANGER, feeing ye were ^'/r^;/- 
" gers in the Land of Egypt/' Exod, 
xxiii, 9. 

God alfo gavfe the Ifraelites due warn- 
ing of the Danger oi OppreJJion^ by de- 
claring that he would SURELY re- 
venge the.Caufe of the myciX^^. Str anger : 

♦' Thou 
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Thou (halt neither vex a Stranger^ 
nor opprefs him ; for ye were Strangers 
in the Land of Egypt. Ye (hall not 
aiflift any Widow or fatherlefs Child. 
If thou afflidt them in any wife, and 
they cry at all unto me, IwillSURELT 
** hear their crf^ (mark this, ye. African 
Traders of this IJland^ and ye We^-IndtB, 
and BritiJIo American Slave-holders ! fpr 
ye arc all guilty of the like abominable 
Opprejions, and God will SURELY, 
avenge the Caufe oi the OppreJjedJ " and 
my wrath (hall wax hot, and I will 
kill you with the fword, and your 
•* Wives (hall be Widows, and your 
" Children fatherlefs." ExOd, xxii. 21 
to 24. 

And have not the carelefs Inhabitants 

of Great Britain and het CokMiies too 

much reaibn al(b to apprehend that /.k 

fame God (who profejfes to htar the cry 

of oppre(red Strangers^ if they cry at 

4 ail 
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ali unto him) will, fooner or later, vifit 
thefe Kingdoms with fome fignal mark 
of his Difpleafure, for the notorious 
Oppr^n of an almoft innumerable mul- 
titude of poor African Strangers^ that 
are hafrailed, and continually wearing 
out, with a moft fhameful involuntary 
Servitude in the Britj/h Colonies I nay, 
and that' by a public Toleration, under 
the landibn of Laws to which the Mo- 
narcbs of England, from time to time, 
by theadvice of their Privy Counfellors, 
have givefl the Royal AJfent^ and thereby 
rendertd themfelves Parties in the Op-- 
prejion^ and (it is to be feared) Par- 
takers of th« Guilt ! 

Let us not forget, before it is too late, 
that the Almighty has not only declared 
. himfelf ready ta" he AH the cry^ nf 
the oppr&ffed Stranger^ but hath deigtied 
to add to hi$ gloriou^ Name, Jehovah^ 
sthrh^fkhhemirattce of hi^ mercifut inter- 
C pofition 
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pofition in hth^lf of m en/laved.^NatioH c^ 
" I am the Lord your God" (or Je/jovab 
your God, faid the Almighty to the 
Ifraelites) " which brought thee out of 
the Land of Egypt ^ out of the Houfe of 
^' Bondage.^' Exod. xx. i. Thus the 
Almighty Deliverer from ^//zwrj^ vouch- 
fafed to fet his own Divine Example 
before the eyes of his redeemed People^ 
to excite Benevolence and Thankful- 
nefs ; and the like Remembrance of 
that glorious Redemption from Sla^ 
very was very frequently repeated from 
time to time ; which the Scriptures 
fufficiently teftify ; but alas ! the Ifra- 
elites profited fo little by thefe whole-, 
fbme leffons, that it became neceffary, 
no lefs frequently, to remind them of 
the dreadful Vengeance which would in- 
evitably overtake them for their noto- 
rious OppreJJions of the Poor ; for their 
uajuft ExadUons of involuntary and un-^ 
rewarded Service; and for exceeding the 

limi^ 
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iimiidtions of Bondage (already recited) 
which'the Law exprefsly enjoined ! 

^ " For the Opprejfion of the Poor, for 

*^ the Sighing of the Needy, now will 
I arifcy faith the Lord ; and will fet 
him in fafety from him that pufFeth 

^^ at. him," or "that would enfnare 

"him;" Plil. xii. 5. 
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The Princely Prophet Ifaiah plainly 
declared to them, that their public Faft^ 
and outward Humiliations were not only 
vain, but even offenfive to God, while 
Juch notoriousOppreffions continued among 
them. *^ Behold" (faid he) ''in the 
*Vday of your Faft, you find Pleafure, 
^ and exa^ all your Labours.^^ (9) Iviii. 3. 

And 

(9) Sunt inter quos Belgac, qui hie intelUgunt Opera 
Servilia, quae a Scr^h & Jficillis hoc ipfo die rig-Je ex- 
ij^fhantur^ ut aliis diebus. 'Ot o — ** Tlo^\\a^ rng vTrox^i^in^ 
v^vhnovu&a^rUy^ Omnes SuhjeSios 'vobis- affligitis : qux 
ledio (fays Vitringai abfque emendatione facile fub- 

Cz fiftU. 
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And again, — ** Is it fuch a Faft that I 
" have chofen ? a day for a Man to a^ 
'^ flift his Soul ? is it to bow down his 
*' head as a bulruOi ?" &c. '' Is hot 
" this the Faft that I have chofen? — 
** to loofe the Bands of Wickednefsy to 
** undo the heavy Burthens^^ (or rather 
ihe Bundles of the Toke^ HDIO nn:tK 
plainly referring to the fevere and unju/i 
Bondage of the Poor) " and to let 
*' THE OPPRESSED GO FREE^ and that 

** YE BREAK EVERY YOKE ?" " Is it 

** not to deal thy Bread to the Hungry, 
*' and to bring the Poor that are cq/l out* 
(or rather to bring the Poor that are 
reduced^ or deprejfedy viz. as it were by 
Tyrants ; for fo the word Q^TnD feems 
more properly to fignify in this place) 
to thy Houfe .^'* £s?c. Compare this 



•£( 



fiftit. — And a little afterwards he adds. Prior inter- 
pretatio de O peri bus Ser^vorum aut molefiis exa£lionibus 
Subditorum, magna fe commendat fpecie, clique mihi 
in earn pronior animus. 

with 
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'With Deut. xxiii. 15, 16. (9) And he 
\yarncd them of the Divine Juftice that 
would purfue them for their Oppreflion 
und tyrannical Treatment of the Poor- . 

** The .Lord ftandeth up to plead, 
** and ftandeth to judge the People ! 
*' The Lord will enter into Judge- 
\^ ment with the Ancients (or Senators) 
** of hi3 People, and /^^Pr/;^^j thereof: 
^* for ye have eaten up the Vineyard ; 
*^ the Spoil of the Poor is in your Houfes 1 
*' What mean ye that ye bent my 
*^ People to piecesj and grind the Faces 
^' of the Poor ?'* faith the Lord of 
Hofts ! Ifa. iii. 13 to 15. 

The wicked praftices whereby tlic 
Ifraelites reduced their poor Brethren to 

(9) ^houjbalt not deliver unto his Maftcr the ^ewant 
-twhich is e/c aped from hisMcfter unto thee: he fliall 
d^joellfwitb thse ('e'veftj among you, in that place which 
he fhall choofe, in one of thy gates where it liketh hirfi 
tcft : thou (halt not efprefs him. Deut. xxiii. 15, i6. 

Shivery 
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Slavery arc defcribed by the Prophet 
Amos :: *^ Hear this, O ye th^X. /wallow 
** up the Needy ^ even to make the Poor 
" of the Land to fail^ faying. When 
'' will the New Moon be gone, that 
*' we may fell Corn ? and the Sabbath, 
" that we may fet forth Wheat, making 
** the Ephah fmall, and the Shekel 
^' great, and'falfifying the Ballances by 
" Deceit ? That we may buy the Poor 
•' for Silver ( i o)' and the Needy for a Pair 
*' of Shoes'^ (that is, comparatively {peak- 
ing, at a moft contemptible price ! 
whereby we may prefume that Slave- 
marhis were not fb notorioufly eftab- 
lifhed at that time as at prcfent ; and 
that the Bidders were feWy though the 
OppreJj}d were many) " yea, and fcU 
** the Refufe of the Wheat ? The Lord 
" hath fworn by the Excellency of Ja- 

(lo) " Ideo ut ubi folvere non poterunt, dent fe 
**' nobis in Ser*viiutemj ut mos erat illarum Gentium.'* 
Grotius in locum, 

'^ cob. 
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^'.. cob, furely I will never forget any of 
^' tlxfe works. Shall not the Land tremble 
** for' tbisj and. every one mourn that 
^^ dwelleth therein?'^ &c. Amos viii. 
4 to 8. 

Here is a folemn Appeal from God 
to the Human Underjianding : *^ Shall not 
** the Land tremble y^r this /" that is, 
for this fame abominable OppreJJion of 
the Poor (the buying them for Slaves) 
in which Great Britain and her Co- 
lonies are infinitely more guilty than 
the People to whom this appeal was 
made! and " ^^j// not the Land''' 
(therefore) " even ourLandy tremble for 
*' this J and every one mourn that dwetleth 
" therein r' &c. Surely " God will 
*' never forget any of thefe Works^^ my 
Countrymen ! 

The Prophet Jeremiah manifeftly 

alluded to th.e like xleceitful .pradices 

6 gf 
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of the Jews (whereby they reduced the 
Poor to Slavery) when he made a fo« 
lemn proteft againft them in the Name 
of God :—'' Your fins'' (faid he) ** have 
'* withholden good things from you- 
" For among my People are found 
** wicked (men) : they lay w^ait as he 
** that fetfeth Snares ; they set A 

V TRAP, THEY CATCH MEN. As a 

V Cage (or Coup) is full of Birds, fo 
♦* are their Houfes full of Deceit ! 
^^ therefore they are become great, and 

V waxen rich. They are waxen fat^ 
J* they fhiue : yea, they overpafs the 
1* deeds of the Wicked; they judge 
•' not the caufe, the caufe of the Father- 
•* kfs, yet they profper ; and the right 
** of the Needy do they not judges 
^' Shall I not vifit for thefe things ? 
*' faith the Lord ! Shall not my Soul be 
" avenged Qn/uch a Nation as this ?" &Cs 
j[er. V. 26 to'29. Here again the Al- 
mighty plainly appe.als to the Human 

Under- 
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Uhdcrftaadjng concerning the Propri- 
ety, or rather the Neceflity, of exert- 
ing the Divine Vengeance againft fuch 
an Oppfejpve Nation ! 

And yet how inconliderable was the 
crime of the Jewifli Nation in this re- 
fpo&s if compared with the numerous 
Bondage and with the unbounded Op- 
preffioii of the poor Negroes in the Bri- 
ti(h Colonies ? Have we not therefore 
juft reafbn to fear that God will ** vjfti 
** fir ihefsWmgs ?'' Does not the Word 
of God> which cannot change, appeal 
to us, my Countrymen, as well as to 
the Jews ?~'^^ Shall not my SouP' (faith 
the Lord !) " ie avenged on fuch a Na-^ 
** turn as this ?*' 

The lame Prophet, in the next chap- 
ter, declares the Divine Vengeance to be 
at hand :— " For thus hath the Lord 
** of Hofts faid, — Hew ye down Ttees, 
D "and 
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" and caft a Mount agamji Jerufalet7U 
** This (is) the City to be vifited ! fhe 
** is wholly OppreJJion in the midft of 
'^ her. As a Fountain cafteth out Ixer 
'' Waters, fofliecaftcth out hcrWick- 
'' cdiicfs ; Violence and Spoil is heard in 
''.her.; before me continually is Grief 
'' and If^ounds I Be thou inftrudled, O 
" . JeruCaleln ! left my Soul depart from 
" thee : left I make thee defolate, a 
." Land not inhabited.!" Jer. vi. 6 to 8. 

But in vain were the Warnings of 
the Prophet, till the Judgements them- 
selves, began to appear .in all the horrors 
of a hopelejs lFi.r, which began in the 
lainth year (ii) of King Zedekiah's 

reign, 

(i i) " And it came topafs in the ninth yea;- of his 
♦* iti^n, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the 
**• i^oiitji, that Nebuchadnezzar Kiag of Babylon 
*« came, he i;nd all his hoil, againfl Jcrufalem, and 
*' pitched aoa^nft it : and they built forts againft it 
** round about." z Jikings xxv. i.-*-i«* In the ninth 
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veign, notwithftanding tfiat the Mo- 
narch had previoufly rendered himfelf 
^cure (as he thought) by his military 
preparations (in -fending for Horfes and 
^6n from Egypt, to complete his {land- 
ing Army) and had alfo made Pharaoh 
(another prefumptuous military Tyrant) 
his Ally, which encouraged him to 
break his Oath and Covenant with the 
King of Babylon. 

■ But *' when Nebuchadnezzar King 
** of Babylon, and all his Anny^ and all 
*' the Kingdoms of. the Earth, of his Do- 
^' minion^ and all the People^ fi^^ght 
** againfi yerufalefjiy and agahiji all the 
** Cities thereof'' — then God ordered his 
Prophet to remind Zedekiah of that 
dreadful Vengeance, Defeat and Cap- 

** year of Zedekiah King of Judali, in tlie tentli month, 
" came Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon, and all 
'** his army, agaiaft Jerufaleni, and ihey befieged \\f^ 
t^c. Jer. xxxix. i. See alfo chap. lii. ver. 9. 

D 2 tivity, 
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tivity, which had fo often before been 
deoQunced as the neceflaiy confequences 
of O^reJJion and hjufiice ! — ** Thus 
*^ faith the Lord, the God of Ifrael'' 
(v!z. to Jeremiah) : *' Go, and fpeak^ 
" to Zedekiah King of Judah, and tell 
*' him, Thus faith the Lord ; behold, 
** I will give this City into the hand of 
^* the King of Rahylon ; and he fhall 
*' burn it with fire. And thou fhalt 
** not efcape out of his hand, but fhalt 
^* furely be taken, and delivered into 
*' his hand ; and thine eyes Jhall behold 
'^^ the eyes of the King of Babylon^ and he 
*^ fhall Ipeak with thee mouth to mouthy 
^^ and thou (halt go to Babylon," S?r. 
Tcr. xxxiv. i to 3, 

The impending Fengeance being 
then become v'ljihle^ and confequently 
more tremendous, by the near approach 
of the Babylonian Army, that irrefifti- 
^e inftrument in the hand of God, by 

which 
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which the Jews had fo often been fub- 
duedy the King^s ihibborn heart began 
to relent, and his military confidence to 
foriake him, which had before encou* 
Imaged his Inju/iice ; #his firmuefs in 
JVorUly Politics was fliaken, and yielded 
to a fenfe of Guilt ! It was upon this 
return of Confcience and right Reafon 
that Zedekiah fent two Meflengers, 
Paflur and Zephaniah, to Jeremiah, 
faying, ** Enquire, I pray thee, of the 
^^ Lord for us ; for Nebuchadnezzar 
♦* King of Babylon maketh war againft 
** us ; if.fo be the Lord will deal wilb 
** us according to all his wondrous worksy 
^* that he may go up from us," £srr. 
See chap. xxi. ver. i and 2. But a very 
unwelcome anfwer was given to the 
Meflengers, to be returned to their Mo- 
narch ; for the Prophet confii med all 
the heavy Judgements (12) which had 

before 

(12) *< Then faid Jeremiah unto them. Thus (hall 
•f yc fay to Zedekiah : Thus faith the Lord God of 
' ' '* IfVacl ; 
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before been denounced, as well againft 
the King, exprefsly by name, as againft 
the City and its iniquitous Inhabitants, 
whofe notorious OppreJJtons were now to 
be RECOMPENSED upoH their own heads ^ 

MEASURE FOR MEASURE : '' NoW 

*' is the end come upon thee, and I will 
*' fend mine anger upon thee^ and will judge 

** Ifrael ; Behold, I will turn back the weapons of 
** war that are in your hands, wherewith ye fight 
^* againft the King of Babylon, and againft the Chal- 
** deans which befiege you without the walls ; and I 
«* will bring them into the midji of this City. And I 
**• myfelf will fight againft you, with an outftretched 
** arm, and with a ftrong arm, even in anger, and in 
*' fury, and in great wrath. And I will fmite the 
** Inhabitants of this City, both Man and Beaft : 
•• they (hall die of a great Peftilence. And afterwards, 
** faith the Lord, I will deliver Zcdtkiah King ofju- 
** dah^ and his ScfjantSy and the People y and fuch as 
** are left in this City, from the Peftilence, from the' 
** Sword, and from the Famine, into the hand of 
** Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon, and into the 
^* hand of their Enemies, and into the hand of thofe 
"•* that feek their Life ; and he ftiall fmite them with 
** the Edge of the Sword; he ftiall not fpare them^ 
•* neither have Pity, nor have Mercy!" Jer. xxi. 
3107. . 

6 ** thee 



[ 3^ ] 

** thee according to thy ways^ and will 
** RECOMPENSE upon thee all thine abo- 
" minations^^ &c. Ezek. vii. 3. See alfo 
the 4th, 8th, and 9th verfes, to the fame 
eflFea. And afterwards, in the nth 
verfe, one of the principal caufes of 
GoD^s Vengeance is mentioned: — ** Vio- 
" lence'' (faid the Prophet) " is rifen 
** up into a Rod of Wickednefs : none of 
** them (hall remain, nor of their mul- 
titude, nor of any of their' s ; neither 
(hall" there bewailing for them. The 
time is come, the day draweth near !^* 
&c.-^-^And again, in tlie 23d verfe : — 
*' Make a Chain" (faid the Prophet); 
^* for the Land is full of bloody Crimes^ 
^' and the City is full of Violence. 
" Wherefore / will bring the worji of 
** the Heathfen, and they fhall poflefs 
** their houfes,'' &?c. — *' Deftrudion 
*' Cometh ; and they fhall feek peace, 
^* and there fhall be none. Mifchief 
*' (hall come upon mifchief, and rumour 

" fhall 
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^* iliall be ppon rumour/' S?r.— *^ The 
*' King (hall mourn, and the Prince 
*' fhall be clothed with defolation, and 
*' the Hands of the People of the Land 
^' fhall be troubled i I will da uniotheni 
'' after their (own) way^ and according 
*^ to their deferts*' (or rather their own 
judgements) *' will I judge them ; and 
♦* they (hall know that I am thcLord.** 
— Again, in the iith chapter^ the fame! 
reafon is clearly affigned for the pouring 
out of God's Vengeance : — *^ Say unto 
*' the People of the Land, Thus (kith 
** the Lord God of the Inhabitants of* 
*' Jerufalem and of the Land of Ifraei ; 
" They (hall eat their Bread with Care- 
*' fulnefs ; and drink their Water with 
*' Aflonifhment^ that her Land may be 
*^ defolate from all that is therein, be^ 
'' caufe of THE VIOLENCE of tAem 
*' that dwell therein.'' Ezck.xiu 19. The 
najturc of this banefiil Violence f which oc- 
cafioned xh^x ,defirti£Uon^ is more parti- 
cularly 
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ft\riarly described by the (kme Prophet, 
\fi chap^ xkH; ver. 7. — »' (h the ml^ of 
^* tbi^'"^ {dtiW /peaking of Jai^ufajem) 
^ haye they Aeolt by Ofpr^n with 
** /A^ Stranger"^ (mark this, ye Britifli 
Slavt^iealers and Slave-holders); ^ in 
*« theid hfv^ th*y vexed the Fatherlefs 
V .4iid cha Widow:' Tho<i haft de- 
If; 4»rfedm«MritQiy things^ and haft pro«' 
^ fiutedmy 6abibath& In th^e ^v^ men 
5^ that okttif' talcs to iHed Blood c %n4 
f^- jinltee^hcy jeat iipon the mount^ns : 
^^ in-liiii midft/^'thed. t^ey comrQJt 
f^ I«iydne6tV Q'/i.fT— '^ One hath com* 
^ niljaid'aibot^ination with liis Naigh- 
^^•JXWJpVx Wife : and aiiotker hatl^ 
^f lewdy.ilefiled his Daughler-4ti>-iaw,^ 
&s^^r^M In tbee have thay taka^n ^//?f 
^ taJaed^Bkedx thou haft takeii Ufury 
A^ and laa^cafe, and th<^u haft ^dedily 
f » ^giued of thy 'Neighbours fey ^^tor- 
^^ tkm, and haft forgotten me, faith the 
i^ laW^ God. Behold, /^^^/^#, Ihav^ 
* . E ** finitten 



[ M 1 

of the Jews (whereby they reduced the 
Poor to Slavery) when he made a fb*- 
lemn proteft againft them in the Name 
of God :—'' Your fins'' (faid he) ** have 
** withholden good things from you^ 
*' For among my People are found 
*' wicked (men) : they lay w^ait as he 
*^ that fetteth Snares ; they set A 

V TRAP, THEY CATCH MEN. As a 

*.* Cage (or Coup) is full of Birds, fb 
♦* are their Houfes full of Deceit ! 
•> therefore they are become great, and 

V waxen rich. They are waxen fat^ 
\^ they fhioe : yea, they overpafs the 

V deeds of the Wicked; they judge 
♦' not the caufe, the caufe of the Father- 
•' kfs, yet they profper ; and the right 
** of the Needy do they not judge. 
"-' Shall I not vifit for thefe things? 
" faith the Lord ! Shall not my Soul be 
" avenged Qnjuch a Nation as this ?" t£c* 
j[er. V. 26 to'29. Here again the Al- 
mighty plainly appe.als to the Human 

Under- 
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Underftaading concerning the Propri-^ 
ety, or rather the Neceffity, of exert- 
ing the Divine Vengeance againft fuch 
an Oppfejpve Nation I 

And yet how inconfiderable was the 
crime of the Jewifli Nation in this re- 
aped, if compared with the nufnerous 
Bondage and with the unbounded Op- 
preffioh of the poor Negroes in the Bri- 
ti(h Colonies ? Have we not therefore 
juft reafon to fear that God will ** vjfii 
^* for tbffeWngs ?'' Does not the Word 
of God> which cannot change, appeal 
to us, my Countrymen, as well as to 
the Jews ?~" Shall not my SouP' (faith 
the Lord !) " ie avenged on fuch a Na-^ 
'' turn as this?'' 

The iame Prophet, in the next chap- 
ter, declares the Divine Vengeance to be 
at hand : — " For thus hath the Lord 
*< of Hofts faid, — Hew ye downTtees, 
D "'and 
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tivity, which had fo often before been 
deaounced as the neceffary confequences 
of O^reJJion and Inju/iice ! — ** Thus 
*^ faith the- Lord, the God of Ifrael'* 
(viz^ to Jeremiah) : ** Go, and fpeak^ 
" to Zedekiah King of Judah, and teU 
*' him, Thus faith the Lord ; behold, 
*^ I will give this City into the hand of 
^' the King of B.abylon ; and he fhall 
*' burn it with fire. And thou (halt 
** not efcape out of his hand, but fhalt 
^* furely be taken, and delivered into 
** his hand ; and thine eyes Jhall behold 
'^' the eyes of the King of Babylon^ and he 
*^ fhall fpeak with thee mouth to mouthy 
^* and thou Ihalt go to Babylon," £s?c. 
Ter. xxjciv. i to 3. 

The impending Vengeance being 
then become vjfible^ and confequently 
more tremendous, by the near approach 
of the Babylonian Army, that irrefifti- 
|)le inftrument in the hand of God, by 

which 
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which the Jews had fo often been fob- 
dued^ the King^s ihibborn heart begau 
to relent, and his i»////tfry confidence to 
forfake him, which had before encou* 
j'aged his Inji^ice ; #his firmnefs in 
Worldly Politics vfzs Ihakeni and yielded 
to a fenfe of Quilt ! It was upon this 
return of Confcience and right Reafoii 
that Zedekiah fent two Meflengers, 
Paliur and Zephaniah, to Jeremiah^ 
faying, ** Enquire, I pray thee, of the 
♦^ Lord for us ; for Nebuchadnezzar 
^* King of Babylon maketh war againft 
^f us ; if fo be the Lord will deal with 
** us according to all his wondrous works^ 
^^ that he may go up from us," £s?r. 
See chap, xxi, ver. i and 2. But a very 
unwelcome anfwer was given to the 
Meflfengers, to be returned to their Mo- 
narch ; for the Prophet confirmed ail 
the heavy Judgements (12) which had 

before 

(12) ** Then faid Jeremiah unto them. Thus (hall 
•f ye fay to Zedekiah : Thus faith the Lord God of 

^ ' '* maci ; _ 
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before been denounced, as well againft 
the King, exprefsly by name, as againft 
the City and its iniquitous Inhabitants, 
whofe notorious OppreJJions were now to 
he RECOMPENSED upoH their own heads ^ 

MEASURE FOR MEASURE : — ** NoW 

** is the end come upon thee, and I will 
*' fend mine anger upon thee^ and will judge 

** Ifrael ; Behold, I will turn back the weapons of. 
** war that are in your hands, wherewith ye fight 
** againft the King of Babylon, and againft the Chal- 
** deans which befiege you without the walls ; and I 
•' will bring them into the midft of this City, And I 
** myfelf will fight againft you, with an outftretched 
'* arm, and with a ftrong arm, even in anger, and ia 
*' fury, and in great wrath. And I will fmite the 
** Inhabitants of this City, both Man and Beaft ; 
*• they (hall die of a great Peftilence. And afterwards, 
*« faith the Lord, I will deliver Zcdikiah King ofjn- 
** dahy and his Ser'vants, and the People ^ and fuch as 
*• are left in this City, from the Peftilence, from the* 
** Sword, and from the Famine, into the hand of 
** Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon, and into the 
^* hand of their Enemies, and into the hand of thofe 
-•* that feek their Life ; and he ftiall fmite them with 
** the Edge of the Sword ; he ftiall not fpare them^ 
** neither have Pity, nor have Mercy!" Jer. xxi. 
3t0 7. . 

6 '' thee 
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^' thee according to thy waysj and will 
** RECOMPENSE upon thee all thine abo- 
*^ minations^'' &c. Ezek. vii. 3. See alfb 
the4,th, 8th, and 9th verfes, to the fame 
efFeft. And afterwards, in the nth 
verfe, one of the principal caufes of 
GoD^s Vengeance is mentioned: — ** Vio-- 
''lend' (faidthe Prophet) 'Ms rifen 
"up into a Rod of Wickednefs : none of 
** them fhall remain,- nor of their mul- 
** titiide, nor of any of their's ; neither 
** (hall^there bewailing for them'. The 
** tinKe is come, the daj^'draweth near !^* 
^C'-^-^And, again, in tlie 23d verfe : — 
'' MnkeaChain'" (faid the Prophet) ; 
^' for the Land is full of bloody Crimes^ 
'' and the City is full of Violence. 
" Wherefore / will bring the ivorjl of 
*> the Heathfen, and they Ihall poffefs 
*' their houfes,*' ^c. — ^" Deftniaion 
*' Cometh ; and they fhall feek peace, 
*' and there fhall be none. Mifchief 
" fhall come upon mifchief, and rumour 

" fhall 
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^' fliall be ppon rumour,'* fi5*c.— " The 
*' King (hall mourn, and the Prince 
*' fhall be clothed with defolation, and 
<* the Hands of the People of the Land 
^' fhall be troubled i I will da untotherd 
*' after their (own) wnQiy and according 
*^ to their deferts'* (or rather their own 
judgements) " will I judge them ; and 
♦* they fhall know that I am thcLprd.*^ 
— Again, in the i ath chapter^ the famd 
reafon is clearly affigned for the pouring 
out of God*s Vengeance :— " Say unto 
.^' the People of the Laud, Thus faith 
** the Lord God of the Inhabitants of' 
*' Jerufalem and of the Land of Ifrael ; 
" They fhall eat their Bread with Care- 
*' fulnefs ; and drink their Water with 
*' Aflonifhmeiitt that her Land may be 
*' defolate from all that is therein, A?- 
" caufe of THE VIOLENCE of them 
^' that dwell thereinJ*^ Ezck.xiui^. The 
nafurc of this baneful Fkkncef which oc- 
cafioned \}Qjdt dejiruSUon^ is more parti- 
cularly 
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ftxriarly defcribcd bf the ifemd Proj^het, 
i« chap. xkH.' ven 7. — *' in the mi^ of 
** th$i'' {^Vi /peaking of Jai'ufajem) 
^ have they ^It by Oppr^n with 
** /A^ Stranger*^ (mark this, ye Britifli 
Slav^ealers and SUve-hoWers) 5 ^ in 
'ft^ thee h|ve th^y vexed the Fatherlefs 
V'atid rfie Widow:' Thod hzd *^^^ 
^Ji i^iHbdjoaraBiiQfy th[ing^ and haft pror 
^ fimed my Sabibaths;. Jnthde ai^ men 
^ tJutt £dir^' talcs to fHed- Blood t %n4 
!^' ^ idiee they eat upon thq mount^ns ; 
€^ in' ihe midft.vrf 'thee/tfeey comnjjt 
ff IfHrdnefe,'^ Qk^i— '^ One hath com* 
^ mltftixi abotpination with his .Neigh- 
^^ jxDopV :Wi& : and another hat}^ 
^S iewd^^iiefiled his Daugh6er-4n4aw,^ 
fi?Ar-trf^ In thee have they taka^n ^j^^ 
^ toJocdBkedx thow haft takep Ufury 
A^ and lacreafe, aad them haii^d^ily 
*^ g^aed of thy 'Neigkb<wrs fey ^iJttor- 
^^ tidjEiy ^nd had: foi^gotten me, faith the 
'^^ jM»©i^d God. ©eboid, /J&^w/ir#, lhia\^ 
. . . E ** fmitten 
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'Vfmittcn mine hand at thy diflloneft 
** gain which thou haft madei and at 
** thy Blood which hath been in the 
** midft ofthce," ^c. Ezek. xxii. j^&a 

Oh that the Sybjefts of the.Britifh 
Empire wquld ferioufly compare jhefe 
crimes with their own praftices ! they 
would then, furely, be fenfiblei of their 
danger; .and that they have reafbn td 
expeft the like^ or j:ath6r much heavier; 
Judgements, than thofe denounceti 
againft the Jews! For, befides die ho* 
tonoxx^ Adulteries^ and other .ads of 
Lewdnefsy which . many amiongft U4 
(from the frequency of fuch crimes) 
commit, even without Ihame or xe;* 
morfe, we have far exceeded the giiiJjt 
of the Jews, I fear,, in many of the 
other points alfo which provoked the 
Vengeance of the Almighty againft 
them! What ^'^Fiolence'^ amongft; the 
Jews, before, their Captivity, was ever 
. . / • '* rifen 



\ 
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^'* rifen up into'' fodeftniaive ^^aRiidof 
^' Wickedncjr ^ ik the AFRICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE, now carried on 
chiefly by our Liverpool and Briflol Mer- 
chants ? What ** bloody crime'' among 
ihe Jews was more notorious, and more 
wickedly premeditated, than the late Inr» 
vafion and Conqueji of the poor innocent 
eARRIBEES at ST. VINCENT'S ? 
And what Natidn hath " dealt by Oppref- 
^ jidnwith the Stranger" fo generally, fo 
mhumanly, and in fo great a degree, as 
durBRlTISH AMERICAN SLAVE- 
HOLDERS !— Have we not ample rea- 
jibn'td expe<3: that the fame tremendous ' 
decree will, in God's Juftice, be ^ ful- 
filled; upon thefe Xihgdoms ?-^'^ De- 
^ JtruSiion Qomixh : and they fliall feefc 
^ Peace, and there fhall be hofie, Mif- 
^ chief fliall come upon mifchief, and 
^ rumour upoii rumour,^ ^c. &c. &c, 
— ^ I will do vmto them after the^'r 
** (own) waVy and according to tbeir 
E 2 *' (own) 
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^' {6vm)yud'g^ments will'I judge thfem V^ 

. NeV6ftbeliefs) God Waa pkafed tdoy^^ 
the Je^vs a Choice in /i^w' F«?f(?,-— §ith^| 
to forfake their wicked King (who had 
fbtfeit^d dll right to govern > by his ilegT 
left of 7^/V^ and Natural Right J and to 
fall t\Yay to the King's Eil*fftle$, this 
Chaldeans i dr elfe to perifll miferfebljr 
in the Citjv arid {)artake of it's DeftfUc*- 
tion I—" And unto this People" (fa^d 
Odd to thi Prophet Jefertiiah) " tho^^ 
*> {halt fay, Thus faith the Ldtd; Be- 
*' hold, I fet before y6u the way of 
*' £//^^ and the way of Dtath^ H^ that* 
'' abideth in this City ihbJl die by th« 
" SWbtd^ and by the Famine^ and by 
** khe Peftilericfe: but hfe Hhat g^tkr 
** mt^ k^.falktb io the Chaldeans thai 
"-^ hejii^ yw^he JbmU hvts and hn hiff 
'' Jkili he mto him ^r U /?^/," iSc. 
Jfer. XKi, ^) 5^ . * • 

Vhe 
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THhe Prophet, however, was dircSed 
to add to his rtiefiage a word of advice to 
the Ejn^ ^hd.€ourt^ .which Ihews that 
ti fcafonablfe repentance might, even 
then, have fevcd. the State, and turned 
away the impending Vengeance. 

It wits ftfch advice, too, as every other 
MDnarcb) who tokrates any unnatural 
BdkJag^ or Oppreffion in his Dominions, 
ought? ierioufly to confider, becaufe the 
event proved it to be the beft means of 
averting God's Anger, if the Ring had 
but perfevered in it.--^^* And touching 
^' the Houfe cf the King of JudaF' (con- 
tlaued the Prophet) ^' fay, — Hear ye 
** the Word of the Lord, O Houfe of 
*^ Davad-i-thus fath the Lord ; Exe- 
** tute JudgismMt in the morning, and 
" ikliwr bim that isfpoiled out of the 
*' hand of the Qpprtgbrj Mk. my Fury 
** [go out like Fire, and burn that none 
** cai^queiich /i/^, becaufe of the evil 
, : . " of 
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** of your doings." Jen xxi. 12. ^This 
is a manifeft declaration that the Negle^ 
of jvsriCE and right, .and ihe^olera^ 
tion ^OPPRESSION, were tiie principal 
caufes of God's heavy ,V engeance iagaiiift 
that Royal Houfe I 

The fame advice was, by God'sCofcn- 
mand» repeated by the Prophet to ihe 
King himfelf IN his palace (fee the 
' next chapter) : — *^ Thus faith the Lord; 
*' Go down to THE HOUSE of the King 
** of Judah, and /peak there ihhword^ 
<* and fay. Hear the word of the Lord,* 
*' O King of Judah ^ that fitteft Upon the 
" T^hrone of David^ thou, and thy Sen- 
^^ vants, and thy People that enter in by* 
*i thefeGates'* (that is, all Perfons what- 
** ever that enter in by^ the Palace-gates ^ 
plainly including the" whole Court ^^ be- 
fore w^hom the Prophet was to deliver 
his meffage) : ' '^ Thus faith the Lord •; 
'^ Execute ye judgement and r^gh'- 

*;. -• " TEOUS^ESS^ 
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^* TEOUSNESS, and deliver the Spoiled 
•* out of the hand of THE OPPRES- 
" SOR i and do no wrong, DO NQ 
*^ VIOLENCE TO THE STRAN-. 
." GER(i3V^ ^c.— ." For if y^ do 
f* this thing indeed^' (that, is, if ye will 
execute Judgement and Righteoufnefsj delir. 
ver the Opprefedy&c.J " then (hall thert 
*' entey in ^, the Gates of this Houfe 
** Kings . fitting upon the . Throne of 
" David'V. (or, rather /' that fit,'* i.e. 
^eiign, V for David upon his Throne") 
*' riding in Chariots and on Horfes,. h? 
*' and his Servants, and his People" 
(fh^t is, the Court (hould continue and 
proiper). ** But if ye will not hear 
" THESE \yORDS, Ifwearbymy- 
^\felf fajth the Lord'' f/, ^. Jehovah) 



(13) And wh^t *.* Wrmi*^ or f Violence to the Stran* 
** g^^ can be more opprejfi've than that of detaining 
him in an innfoluntary Ser*vitudey without wages, 
in a miferable» wretched Bondtige, worfe than that of 
hutt BeaJisI 

■ ' '^ 2 ** that 
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^^ that THIS HousE^ (i. t. the Palace) 
•^ (hall become a delblation/' Jar. «xii. 
1 to 5. So that the whole Court 3«vere as 
much interefted to pmmote a-fpeedy 
Kcioxmztionj zs the King himfflf^ Thus 
it is plain that the' King and Court had 
ahb a Choice given them of Life and 
Death J as well as the Pex^ple ; ^d^ con- 
fequeatly^ tiiat the Judgements de- 
nounced were only conditional, in c^fo 
the warning waa neglcdfced ; for it is 
Diamfeft that God mercifully tendered 
to them fei^en at the eve ef their deftru'c- 
iion) a continuance of the Monarchy 
(vi%. ** Kings fitting upon the ^^thrme of' 
^^ David''') if they would but reiMve t30 
^* execute judgement and righ^e- 
*♦ OUSNES9?-' ta *•* deUveY the Spoiled 
*' 0/// of the hand of the oppressor f* 
and to ^^ do no fVrongy 1^0 violek«je, 

^ to THE STRANPER,'*^ S5c/ But thp 

prophet ;aJib ^d4edj3ttucb-i«or«iMky>i? t^ 
//-^^ King and his Court, though he was 
^ not 
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not '^ made of the King'^ 'Council (14);'* 
for he boldly warned the Monarch by 
the tretoenflaus examples of GocVs 
Judgements upon three' of his imme- 
diate Predeceflbrs in the Kingdom ; two 
of whdm" were kJs own- Brothfrs^ the 
' Sons 

(14) When a fimilar warning was given by a.for* 
mer Proplifct Ida wicked artd inconfiacmte PredcccfTor 
of Zedekiahy conceraing God^i, mf^ttUing Vengeance for 
his mifcondirdy the haughty Monarch, puffed up with 
Vain notions of his Royal fniportance, arrogantly im- 
pofed filencc p;n the Prophet, b^caufe he had under- 
taken the office 'Off^ Advifir or Com/elkrio the King 
without the etiquette or formality of a Court Appoint- 
ment :— ^* Art thou made of the Kirtg*s G//;:r;/.?"^(faid 
the Monarch:) ** forbear; -why fcoaldefl thou be/mih- 
** ten?^* — Upon which the Prophety2?r/wv indeed to 
rea/oti with him ;" hut immediately prortouncwd upon 
him the fevere fentence of God'^s ConSemnation, fay^ 
ing, ^" I Jcnow that God. hath determined to dcftroy 
** thee, becaufe thoii .hafl: done ths, and haf! not 
" hearkened unto my Coujifel :^* and it is remarkable, 
that, zhtrreje^ing ihj Couftfel of God, th:; 'very next 
Counfel which this imperious MoiiJlrch was pleafcd 
to adopt was attended with the moft dangerous and 
humiliating confequences, both to King and Kingdom^ 
that could poffibly have happened ! nothing lefs than 
$he delivery of both into the abfolute power of their 
F Enemies! 
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Sons of King Jofiah } and the third bis 
own NepheWj whom he immediately 
fucceeded. They were all particularly 
mentioned by him in the proper order 
of their reipeftive reigns, as we find by 
the copy of his Meffage or Remou-^ 
ftrance, preferved in the Colleaiori of 
his Prophecies ; and, throughout the 
iaid Rcmonflrance, frequent allufions 
are made to the principal caufes of the 
failure and deftruftion of each of them, 
which afford a moll flriking and inte- 
refting Leflbn to Kings and Governors 
in general ; but it muft have been more 
particularly afFeSting to Zedekiah, if we 
confider his critical fituation at the 

Enemies ! for after he had/i/^^Wthc Prophet, " then" 
(fays the Text) ** Amaziah King of Judah TOOK 
♦« ADVICE, 4nd fent to Joafh, the Son of Jehoahaz, 
** the Son of Jehu, Pling of IfraeJ, faying, Come, 
*^ let us fee one another in the face."-^— The war was 
^njuft and unrea/onahle i and, providentially, the King 
and his 'wicked Ad<vifers were puniihed by thd eflfe6ls 
pf their own un^rincifUd CounfiU $ee z Chron. xxvt 

time 
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time the Mefiage was delivered to him^ 
and that the Examples of Fcngeance^ to 
which the Prophet- referred him> were 
equally accomplijhed in thePerfonsofhis 
neareft Reiations and Predecejforsj who 
were fucceffively deprived of their Royal 
Dignity^ and carried away IN CHAINS 
into zjlavifh Captivity \ the very fate 
which, the Prophet aflured him, was 
to be his own ! - 

But before 1 recite the remainder of 
Gcid's MeHage to the Court ofZedekiah^ 
it will be neceffary for nie to give ibmc 
general account of that Monarch and 
of his immediate Predcceflbrs, in order 
that the Remonftrasnce, in which they 
are all diftindly mentioned,, may be 
more eafily underftood by the generality 
of Readers. It will likewife be ne- 
ceflary for me to prove, that the whole 
22d Chapter of Jeremiah is included in 
that MeJJagey or Remotijirancey which 
F a the 
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the Prcpbct tvaS then to •deliver in the 
prelciice . of the wbole Caurt^af/Zide^ 
iciab'. And I prbpjofe to inlert ilfo Ibme 
dretn^rksr, as thay occur, coiac^rning the 
,}?rophet hiBfifelf^ ai>d the .prderof tiflie, . 
.ill which he delivered the feveral .tre^ 
.men^ous predidions of God's Fengemce 
.^aiuft thefe '>vicked Princes. 

Zedekiah was the Son of that tysfi^ 
lent Prince Jofiah King of Judah, on 
yi\idSk account^ exprefsly, th'dreMful 
VangiMQCy due to that wicked 'Nation, 
jwas poftpone^: for fevml ye*ir5> vi%^ 
?till after his death. ^ : 

' The'Scriptures mention four Sons of 
oKing Jofiah, Mi^. " the firft-bdifn, Jo- 
.** hanan (or John) ; the fecond,..Je- 
*' - hoiakim.'^. the third,. Zedeldaiv; and 
.*' the fourth, Shallum/' i Gb*on. 
iii- 1 5- — Whoit bccanae of tlie^Weft Son 

:. JiAaoan, 
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Johanian^ . or John, is not recorded ( 1 5), 
hut all the others afcended the Throne 
of David ; and firft of all^ the yoiingeft 
Son Shallum^ whom, on the death of 
King Jofiah, ** the People of the Land 
f* took J ^ arid" (as it (eems, without rc- 

(15) ** tYiiiJobunauV (fays Biihop Patrick) "is 

*^ thought by many ta be the fame with Jehoabax, 
*' who fttcccedcd Joftahixi, the Throne, But he" (ipeaa- 
Jilg Jfhomhft%) "was not his £rit-harn, being but 
** twenty-three years old when the People made him 
*' King i and after three months time his Brother, 
'* being put in his place, is faid to be twenty-five 
«* years old. 2 Kings xxiii. 31, 36. Petavius" (con- 
'jdnues the Biihop) " hath faid a great deal about 
.;^tth)s, in his Annptations upon Epiphanios ad 
V. Haeref. Epicur. p. 18. But after all" (fays tixe 
.J^amf^Biihop) '' 1 t^t tUtruthuUt //«/ Johanan 
.** WA.8 Hia :BlJDiEST SON, but dud bffori his F uther : 
.'.'..and therefojEC is not mentioned in the Book of 
** Kipgs J as" (conxixMies he) " Jehoabasc is not mcn- 
** tio9/ed here, being made King by the People of the 
*' Lapd, and prefcatly dethroned." — In the latter part 
of this remark, however, the worthy Bifhop is appa- 
rently miftaken ; for th« fame King, who wa? fomc- 
times -called y^A^Ai^tfjc; is certainly mentiontd in that 
▼cry Text (i Chron. iii. T^.) on which the Bifhop 
made thij5 remark, though mentioned, indeed, under 
s different name, *viz, Sbajlum* 

I o;ard 
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gard to fcniority) " made him King iji 
*^ his Father's ftead in Jerufakm,*!* 
2 Chron. xxxvi. i. (16). 

The 

(16) In this Text Shallum is called Jehoabaz^ which, 
perhnpi, wa) his original or proper name, and the 
other n^mtf Sballum^otiXy a fumame (fignifyingP«inr^^ 
fyfcn him, probably, by the People at his Corona-- 
tion, and in remembrance of the ptaa and general 
tranquillity daring the greateft part of his Father's 
rcigu s bnt the great and learned Archbiihop Uflter 
jnft reverfed this fuppofitlon ; for he was of opinion, 
that Slal/um * was the frefir name, and Jtboakax 
only the furnume. 

Ncverthelefs, in defence of what I have ventured 
to mention as my own opinion, Imaft remarjk^ thiU'in 
the lid of King Jofiab^ Sons, where Sballum is men- 
tioned with the reft of his Brothers fwx* 1 Chron. 
iii. 19.) no lefs than t*w9 of his Brothers out of tbw 
arc mentioned only by thb surnames ^vbicb ntMrt 
gi'Ven tbem wben tbej began to reign i and the third 
Brother there mentioned (or rather ihc/rfi of them, 
Johanan) never reigned ; and therefore, probably, had 

• — " Eum ebim 13 annos nttumyfemoribits Fratrihus fofi* 
** babiiiSf Populus Regan Patris loco conftituit. (x Reg. zziii. 
" 3<'i 31O Sballumi noimmef ut videtur, melioris omims cxasi 
** in aliud mutato : qu6d commune iilud ci fuiflet cum ShaUum§ 
** Jabefhi filio ; qui unico tantiim menfe regno potitus a Mana- 
** heme eft occifus," ^«. ad A. M. 337x> P* U3* 

no 
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The reign of Shallum (alias Jehoa^ 
ha%(iy) was only three months; for 
he regarded not the eternal Laws of 
Godj and thereby drew down the Di- 
vine Vengeance upon himfelf, by the 
hand of Pharaoh-^Neco, who depofe4 

nofumami to diftlnguifh hiniy like the reft : but tho 
other two, who actually afcended the Throne of Da* 
tid, were mentioned by their farrtames only^ viz. Jb- 
HOiAKiM (C3^p^-in** JeboV'ikimj fignifying Jebo- 
wUf nmlliftMiJh) andZsDEKiAH (VT'D^ tfiulok- 
J4lfv^ fignifying tbi Rigbtewfnefs' 9f Jebovab) ; for 
their fropff ntams were Eliakim (2 Kings xxiii.34.) 
and Maitamab (2 Kings xxiv. 17.) : and theicibreit 
ia very natnral to coocludey that the name of the wfy 
remaimvg Brotber, niobo a&ually reigntdf and is men- 
tioned in the fame Text (tnz. Sballwm^ £gnifying 
ft^M} is likewife a/urnamet as well as the other two 
mentioned before him, who received the names, by 
which they are.diflinguiihed in that Text, when they 
w«re firft appointed to the Throne of Judah. 

(17) ** Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old 
** when he began to reign, and he reifned th^te mittbs 
** in Jerufalm. And his Mother's name wa^ Hamu- 
*« tal, the Daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. , And he 
** did (tbat nubicb was) i^uil in tbefigbt oftbe Lord^ ae- 
«< cording to all that his Fathers had done." 2 Kings 
Xxiii. 31, 3a. 

him 
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him ^/ Jerufalem {i9i) (iGhron. xxxvi- 
3.) and afterwards "put jiimin bands 
** at Riblah (19) in the Land oiHamatK 

** that 

(18) " And the King of Egypt t>iU him down at 
** Jirvfalemy and condemned the Land in an hundred' 
" talents of filver, and a talent cf gcid." 2 Chron/ 
xxxvi. 3. 

(19) Riblah was the fatal place, wher^ King Zi- 
dekiah was afterwards judgtd and c^ndtmued by the 
King of Babylon y and where bis Spns nj^rtjlain lufts* 
hireyes, Jer, Hi. 9. The Text alfoinfisfms ns, chtt. 
•« he" (the King of Babylon) '' JU^ 4fi all thfVrimfti 
** o/Judab in Rib tAfi.^' Jer. Hi. 10. There is ibme- 
thing very remarkable in the meaning of the£r names,: 
Riblab and H/imathy when compared with x\iefdr.adfkl 
Ving'^nce executed therein. Riilab* (n^31) ^^^' 
capable of being interpreted (though it Irkewifehss a 
different meaning) as follows, «t;f2;. '^* Rixa'*— «• ant 
" j^H^^'" inveteratum vel cohtorbatom, Civcjiffgtum 
** deflucns ;*' ( fee the Intcrpretatidn 6f ScriptOte 
Names annexed to the London Polyglot, V0I..VL) 
and Ha math (nOH) " ^f^ vel indignatio, aut calor^^* 
lie, (ihid,) ; that is, the City of Strife ^ or fe^en 
Chiding^ in the Land of Wratb, or fiery Indignation. 
Now it muft appear stiy remarkable, I fay, if we con- 
fider the interpretation of. which thefe names are ca- 
pable, that God fhould incline two foreign Conquerors 
(who had no connedtion with each other, but, on the 

contrary. 
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'* that he might not reign in JerufaletrT 
(2Kmgs xxiii.33) (to) there being, pro- 
bably, fome reafon to apprehend, that 
he would attempt to fupplant his elder 
brother Eliakim^ whom the Egyptian 
Conqueror had thought proper to fet up 
in his flead upon ^^ the I'hrone of Da- 
*' vid'y^ and therefore^ to fecure the 



contrary, were mortal Enemies) to execute his V^n* 
geoMce upon differeiit Kings of Judah exaSily at th^famt 
flodf 'Dfz, the City of Strife^ in the Land of IFratJif : 
inibmoch that one would fuppofe thefe names to bs 
given afterwards, in remembrance of GoA'^s /even 
V€9geanki already executed therein ! And yet, wc find, 
tbcy were the ancient names of thofe places, mentioned 
in Mofes' account of the IfraelitiOi boundary, Nun-b. 
xxxiv. &, 1 1 . And though the nAmes are really capable 
of bearing adiFerent and more. favourable interpreta* 
lion, yet, to the Jews, who were nice obfervers con- 
cerntRg the real meaning of names, the poiTibility of 
interpreting the names of thef& fatal places, in the 
awfal fen(e which I have mentioned, muft render the 
accomplifhment of God^s Vengeance therein much more 
Itriking and remarkable ! 

(20) «* And Pharaoh-Nechoh put bint in hands at 
** Riblah in the Land of Hamath, that be mi^ht not 
** reign in JerufaUm^^'' 13 c, 2 Kings xxiii. 35. 

G new- 
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ncw-€ftabli(hed Monarch, he not only 
put Shallum in bands, but alfo carried 
[»iin away with him into Captivity in 
P!gypt, where he died (^2i)* 

Thus Eliakim (through the Mercy 
of (7od to " the Houfe of David'' J was 
raifed to the Throne and Kingdom of 
his Anceftors, even by a foreign Enemy ! 
who alfj changed his Name (that the 
Providence of God might be more ap- 
parent ill the Revolution) from Eliakim 
(a>p^"^N, fignifying God will eflablijh) 
to Je-hoiakim^ fignifying (as I have be- 
fore remarked) '' Jehovah will efiabliJJj -^^ 
whereby it is manifeft that even a Hea- 
then Monarch too-k pains to' remind the 
new King af Judah of his dependence on 
Jehovah the God of Iff ael, whofe Laws 

(If) ** And Pliaraoh-Nechoh made Eliakim the Soa 
•* of Jofiah King in the room of Jofiah his Father, aud 
*' turned his name to Jehoiakimy and took Jehoahax 
" away j and he came to Egypt, and he died there."' 
2 Kings xxiii. 34. 

and 
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and Religion of courfe, we may prefumc, 
were liktv/iftre'e/labli/bedinjudea by the 
fame foreign Authority ; for it would 
have been abfurd in the Egyptian Mo- 
narch to have changed the Name of his 
Royal Vaffal to another Name more par- 
ticularly teftifying a Belief in Jehovah^ 
the true Godof Ifrael, if he did not mean 
thereby to keep the Jevvifh King in con- 
ftant remembrance of the National Pro- 
feflron of Law and Religion by the facred 
jSTanae of the great Author of theni I 

The fame remarkable change in the 
Name of a future King of Judah was 
made alfo by another foreign and Hea- 
then Conqueror afterwards, in honour of 
the eternal Jehovah; fo that it was. 
raanifeftly the Providence of God which 
inclined thefe two great Enemies of the 
Jewifti State, though they were alfo 
mortal Enemies to each other, (I mean 
Pharaoh and Nebuchadnezzar) to pur- 
G 2 fuq 
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fue exactly the fame method in rcftoring 
'' the Sceptre of JudaB' to " the Houfe 
♦* ofDavidy^ and in declaring the Eflab- 
Jifhment of the National haw and i?^- 
l^S^^^t ^y putting a refpedlful memorial 
of the facred Name of Jehovah upon the? 
ncw-raifed Monarchs I 

In the beginning of Jehoiakim's reign, 
though Judca and all Syria were riien 
under the Egyptian Empire, the Pro- 
phet Jerenaiah, in his 27th chapter (23), 

foretold 

(22) ** In the beginning of the reign of Jtboi^ 

f.* akii^ the Son of Jofiah King of Judah, came this 
t* word unto Jeremiah from the Lord, faying. Thus 
'• faith the Lord (or the Lord fiid) tome; make 
** yc Bonds and Yokes, and put them upon thy Neck, 
•« and fend them to the King of Edom," l£c. The 
learned Dr.Lovvth (Prebendaryof Winchefter in 1718) 
in his Commentary on this place, fuppofes tliat the 
Name of *« Jehoiakim has crept into the Text,^^ bfc. 
«* inllead of Zedekiah." " This emendation" (fays 
}i?) •* is confirmed by comparing this verfe with the 
** 3d, 1 2th, and 20th verfes of this chapter, and with 
** the beginning of the next,"-r-But thcfc verfes, how- 
ever. 
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forewld tit unroerfal .Empire of ** JVJrte- 
•*' chadncz%ar King of BahyloUj^ even 

before 



ever, are far from confirming the propofed emenda- 
tion : all that can properly be faid of them in this re« 
fpe^ isy ihiX they have occasioned, in fome Writers^ 
the fappoiition of an Error in the Text, which hat 
been very well anfwered by others. But there is a 
better evidence in favour of the Uodior^s fuppofition 
than what he has mentioned, becaufe the latter really 
contains no difficulty, if the 3d and 6th ver(es be con- 
iSdered ay propbeder^ of the futtrrt^ reigns of ZeJ^" 
ir«i& ^n^ NeBucbadnexscar : >but the evidence, which 
he has not mentioned, leaves much more room for 
Che fuppofition of d various reading in the Text ; for 
the Syriac Verfion has really the reading which that 
learned Gentleman fuppofes to bs the true one, i/fe. 
^jQ.Y-p ClAs^^a-nii^iO Cfc'^ ^ "in the , 

** beginning of the reign oiTfedekiay* inftead of " in 

"the 

♦ " Thefc thiijgs*' (fays the learned Lightfoot) " arc to be nn- 
*« dcrftood to be fpoken propbtficdlly concerning ZedckiaB^ as 
** well as concerning Nehuebad-ttezzar^s. Sonncs^; for the Lord' 
•* by the Prophet fortells that Nebuchadnezzar Ihould reigne, ' 
■** and his Sonne and Grandchilde after him ; and therefore mod 
*^ the Prophet prefcntly make Yokes and Bon^ds, and put them 
** of his own neck in token of Jndah*s fabje£tion, whicb indeed 
** begun in the very next yearc. And he foretells us withall that 
** Zedekidb (hould reigne, and that divers Kings ftiould fend Mc{^ 
** fengers" to him ^ and by them fhonld Jeremy fend cbofe Yokes 
^5 to thoft ]Ung9»" ^« Hannaiiy cftht Old-Tcdament, p. 149 
and X50/ 
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before that great Warrior was King pf 
Babylon (23), his Father Nabopollafar 

(who 

** the beginning of the reign of JeJboia.kim,** This 
evidence certainly proves, either that the Hebrew 
Copy, from which the verflon was made, had really 
the reading fuppofed by Dr. Lowth, or elfe that the 
Tranflator himfelf thought (like Dr. Lowth) that the 
word " Jehoiakim bad crept into tht "Text inftead of 
** Zedekiah," and therefore was willing to correal, 
the fuppofed error in his new verfion : and as the lat-. 
•tcr is neither mpojjible nor improbable^ the evidence of 
the Syriac Verfion muft by no means be admitted, to 
invalidate the prefent Hebrew Reading, efpecially as 
the latter is confirmed, not only by all the ancient 
Hebrew Manufcripts that have hitherto been collated, 
but alfo by the Targum of Jonathan, who flourilhed 
100 years before the deflrudlion of the fccoxid Temple, 
as Bilhop Walton relates * ; fo that his Tranflation is 
older than the oldeft Syriac Verfion, which is fuffi- 
ciently proved in the Prolegomena to the Polyglott 
Bible by the fame learned Bilhop. The ix'hoU merfe 
is wanting in the Greek Verfwriy ^o that no evidence • 
can be drawn from thence. 

(23) Which was not till the latter end of the third 
year of Jehoiakim % for part of the third and part of 
the fourth years of Jehoiakim were included in the 

iirft 

• •* Floruit hie ccntnm annis ante Tcmpli fccundi vaftatio- ' 
<< nem, ut habetur in Taim. Tra€t. de Sabbato, Cr i."-*In Biblia ' 
Poly^lotta Prolcgom. p. 84, 
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(who was alfo c^ltdNebuchodonofor (24) 
being ftill 'alive. The Prophet was di- 

refted 



firftyear of Nebuchadnezzar. Compare Dan. L i. 
with Jer. xxv. i . This was the earlieft computatioa 
(there being two) of Nebuchadnezzar's reign ; for 
Dean Prideaux remarks, that '< Daniel begins his 
*' computation from the time that Nebuchadnizxar was 
•* fent from Babylon by his Father on this expedition" 
(for he is fpeaking of Nebuchadnezzar's fuccefs in 
recovering Syria and Paleftine from jPharaoh-Nechoh) 
** which" (fays he) " was in the latter end of the third 
•* year of Jehoiakim," l^c, (See Connexions, parti, 
p. 63.) '* But, according to the Babylonians, his 
** reign is not reckoned to begin till after his Father's 
** death, which happened two years afterwards ; and 
^< both computations being found in Scripture, it is 
•* neceflary to fay fo much here for the reconciling of 
" them." ^ Ibid. p. 60. 

(24) The learned Archbifliop UJher fhews, that 
'Kabuchadonofor was a name given to Sao/duchinus^ the 
SucceiTor of Efarhaddon in the AfTyrian and Babylo- 
nian Empire; and that he was l\it Nabuchadono/or 
mentioned in the Book of Judith (See his Annals 
under the years of the world 3336 and 3347.) That 
Chynaladan (called alfo Sarac) fucceeded this I^abu* 
thadonofor in the Empire A. M. 3356 : that Nabopol- 
lafar (theFather of Nebuchadnezzar), who was Com- 
mander in Chief of his Forces, rebelled againft his 
Mailer Sarac'% and jointly with Afiyages (called alfo 

AJfu$rui)^ 
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re&Qd to make BonJs ^nd Takes ^ and put 
them upon his own- neck, and to lend 

.^^f;^/^, King of the Medcs, conquered Sarac, and 
t9cA Nineveh. And it feems that Nabopollafar at that 
time had aflumed the name of NaSuchadono/ort the 
great Anceftor of his Matter ; for, according to Arch- 
bifhop Ujl^er, Nabopollafar is mentioned under that 
wame in the Book of Tobit (A. M. 3378), w«. 
•* Nabopollafarus Babylonius, a Saraco (five Chyna- 
** ladano) Aflyriorum & Chaldaeorum Rege prafeHui 
** exfrcituiy^ (the. example fhoutd warn Monarch* 
againft the keeping of great Standing Armies) *• & 
•* Aftyages a Patre Cyaxarc Mediae Satrapa conftitu- 
^* ttts> afRnitatem incuntes (Amyiti Aftyagis Filia 
•* Nebucadnefari Fiiio Nabopollafari defponfata) 
♦^ junftis viiibus Niniven, ^ ia ea Saracum Regem, 
** expugnant : quemadmodum ex Alexandri Polyhif- 
•* toris fragmento (a Cedreno, qui illud citat, minitne 
** inteHedlo) colligimas. Quomod6 & in fine Graeci 
•* Tobiti legimus ; ccepifTe Niniven NABUCHOD- 
•* ONOSORUM (five Nahopclla/arum) 8c AS5UE. 
•* RUM (five ^fiyagtfty y^m quoque nomine, Par 
" niefis ix. i. appellatum :) Superftite adhucTobia. 
•♦ juniore qui, capta Samaria a Salmana/arey in Afly- 
•• nam cum Patre deportatus, annis 127 (vel 99, ut 
** habet Latina, ex Chaldaico exprefla editio) vixiflc 
•^ dicitur," ^r.— So that Tobit had thefatisfaaion to 
fee God'*s Vengeance executed upon that mighty Inilru-. 
ment of God's Wrath the Affyrian Empire, which had 
CI) (laved and carried away bis Gauntry m«n the Ifra- 
cUtes from their aacient Iiiheritance. 

tbem 
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them afterwards to the Kings of feveral 
neighbouring Nations, with a moft aw- 
ful meflage from God concerning the 
fifing power of the Babylonian Monarch : 
' — " And now" (faid the Prophet, in the 
N^meof thaLord, or Jehovah^ of Hofts, 
the G(Sd of Iffael, fee ver. 4.) " have I 
'^ given all thefe Lands into the hand 
*^ of Nebuchadnezzar the King of Ba- 
^* bylon^ my Servant ^^'^ &c. — '' and all 
** Nations'* (many of whom are ex- 
prefely mentioned in the third verfe) 
*' flliall ferve him, and his son, and 
** his son's son, until the very time 
'^ of his Land come" (for the Empire 
continued for three lives or fuccefftonsy 
until the Babylonian meafure of iniquity 
and oppreflion was fulfilled in the reign 
of Belthazar (25), when the Med^s and 

Per/tans 

(25) The feveral Hillories cited by the learned Gro- 
tias, in the i6th Sed. of his 3d Book iie Veritate Reli- 
gionisChriftiana, concerning the Chaldean Monarchs, 
are by no means well chofen for the laudable purpofe 

H he 
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Per fans were to retaliate upon them 
THE HARD SLAVERY of Ifrael) ; ^* and 
" then" (continues the Prophet) '^nxany 
" NationsandgreatKingsfhallSERVe 
*' themfehes OF HIM/'S^c. Jer.xxvil. 
6, 7. that is, they (hall ENSLAVE 
his People, in the fame manner that he 
and his two Succeflbrs enflaved and op-- 
prejfed other Natrons i rendering Slavery . 
for Slavery I 

he intended : and he refers the Reader aUb to Scaliger,. 
V^hofe Hypothefis concerning thofe Monarchs is 
clogged with infurmountable difficulties. See Uni-* 
verfal Hiftory, Vol. IV. p. 425. But Dei^n Pridcaiu^. 
has clearly proved, that '' Nabonadius the laH King 
*« of Babylon" (called Labynetus by Herodotus) "was 
** the fame with him that in Scripture is called Bel- 
*^ Jhazzarf and that he was the Son of EvilMer$di^b^ 
*• by Nitocris his Queen, and fo son's son toNebu- 
" chadnezzar : and that whereas he is* called the Son 
" of Nebuchadnezzar in the 5th chapter of Daui^,. 
"and Nebucbadnczscar is there called his Father, this 
" is to be underflood in the large fenfe, wherein any 
«* Anceftor upward is often called Father, and any 
** Defcendant downward Soq, according to the ufual 
" flile of Scripture." Connexion of the Old and 
New Teftamcnts, Part I. p. 115, See alfo Dr- 
Lowth's Comment on Jeremiah. 

Ill 
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In the fame chapter ZedBkiah is 
alfo mentioned'by name as King of Ju^ 
dah{zt^ feveral years before he received 
the name of Zkdekiah ; io that nei- 
ther he himfelf (whofe proper tiame was 
Mattaniah) nor any other perfon could 
poffibly know, in the beginning of Je- 
hoiakinCz reign, what particular perfon 
was then fignified by the name of Ze-^ 
dekiahi for cytn Nebuchadnezzar him- 
felf, who afterwards gave him that 

(26) *• In the beginnitig of the reign of J]SHOlA- 
•' kim the ^on of Jofiah King of Judah, came this 
•' word unto Jeremiah from the Lord, faying. Thus 
** faith the Lord to me ; make ye B^nds andTpkes^ and 
** put them apon thy neck, and fend them > to the 
«• Kiflg of Edom, and to the King of Moab, l^c. — by 
'^ the hand of the Meffeiigers which come to }erafa« 
'* 1cm unto Zedekiah King of Judahy'* i^c. Jer. 
'xxvii. I to 3. The learned Archbifhop of Armagh 
has taken notice of this chapter as a Prophecy : — " In 
** priiuripio etiam regni Jehoiakim^ Jeremias prse« 
" dixiffe dicitur, SEDEKIAM Regem Judae futu- 
** rum, if Nehucadm/arem Regem Babylonia;, eumqoe 
** Gentes finitiitias dominatai fuo fubjeflurom :" for 
which he refers to this 27th chapter of Jeremiah, 
ffom the I ft to the nth verfe, A. M. 3395. 

Hz nagcie. 
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name, was not King of Babylon when 
the Prophecy was dehvered, as I have 
ahcady remarked. But after this foreign 
Conqueror had really appointed a King of 
Juihiby and given him the name of 
Z ED E K 1 A H (the very name foretold by the 
Prophet)^ fuch an extraordinary cirCum- 
ftancc would add unqucftionable author 
rity to the truth of Jeremiah\ naiffion, 
and Would render Zedekiah and his Cour- 
tiers incxcufable (as they really were) for 
rcjefting the earneft and repeated Re-^ 
nionftranccs of that Prophet (27). 

IMiis timely Predi6llon, therefore, in 
tlic reign of Jehoiakim, with the inter- 
nal Proofs which it contained, concern* 
ing the neceflity ofZedekiah's Submiffion 



(27) If this probable confirmation of the word of 
Prophecy be duly coniidered^ it will add much to the 
weight of the Obfervations which I have made in a 
preceding Note concerning the Truth of the Hebrew 
'1 e.\t in the ift verfe of this chapter. 

tQ 
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to tbe Babylonian Yoke, feems to have 
been abfolutely neceffary to enable the 
Prophet to Confute the mznyfa/fe Pro'^ 
phetSy DivinerSy Dreamers^ (£c. (fee 9th 
yerfe) who were (afterward, in Zede-* 
kiah\ reign) publickly employed to ex- 
cite the People to Ihake off the Babylo^ 
man Toke. 

The Prophet was alfo forewarned in 
the beginning of Jehoiakim's reign (as 
the fame chapter teftifies) that the Kings 
of Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre, and 
Zidon would fend Meflengers to a " Ze- 

, *^ d^kiah King of Judah ;" all which 
Kings (as Grotius remarks) (28) were 

. fiibdued by Nebuchadnezzar; and there- 
fore it is not improbable that the faid 
Meffengers or Ambaffadors were fent 
to Zedekiah for the purpofe of forming 

(28) Omnes enim hi Reges fubjugati a Nebuchado- 
Boforo. Vide infra xlviii. xlix. Comment on the 3d 
yerfe, Annot. ad Vet. Teft. p. 221. 

a league 
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a league againft the Babylonian {29) 
Power : the public declarations of the 
falfe Prophets above-^mentioned, and 
the aftual rebellion foon afterwards 
cfZedekiab himfelf, renders the faid fiip- 
pofition about the bufinefs of the* Mef- 
fengcrs very probable; fb that, if thid 
jfingular ftate of affairs be confidered, the 
fending, *at fuch a feafonable time, to 
the feveral neighbouring Kings, by thp 
return of their AmbafTadors, the Yokes 
which had been worn by Jeremiah, to- 
gether with GoD*s awful Meffage (that 
he would puniih that Nation which will 
l^oty^r'i;^ Nebuchadnezzar, and put their 



(29) " Nempe, ut cum fbllicitarent" (fays Gra- 
tius) '< ad defe^lionem a Chaldxo. De qua vide 
♦* z Paral. xxxvi. i^." J&id, p. 221. 

" Their bnfxnefs*' (fays the learned Dr. Lowth) 
•* was either to congratulate Zedekiah upon his accef- 
♦* fion to the Throne, or ilfe> u engage him in a 
** LEAGUE againft the King ef Bahykn** CommenC 
Dn ]crem-p. 2JI. 

Neck 
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Neck under his Toke^ fee ver. 8. (30), 
muft needs ftrike thefe Heathen Mp- 
narchs (if they were not entirely aban- 
idoned in their principles) with Fear 
and Reverence ; efpecially as their Am* 
bafl'adors would hear at Jerufalemj that 
the Divine Meffage concerning the 
Tokes^ ihenfentj had been revealed to 
the Prophet long before (thirteen or 
fourteen years) in the beginning of J^-- 
hoiakim^ reign, in token of which the 
Prophet had worn Tokes upon his own 
neck (fee chap, xxviii, ver» 10, 1 2, 13 ) ; 
and that, no lefs than three circum-* 
ftances of that extraordinary Revelation 
were now already fulfilled : the Pro- 



(30) " And it fhall come to pafs, tliat the Natzm- 
*• and Kingdom which will not ferve the fame Nebu- 
** chadnezzar the King of Babylon, and that iJuiU not 
*^ put their neck under the yoke of the King of Ba- 
*^ fylen, that Nation will I punilh, faith the Lord* 
** with the Sword, with the Famine, and with the 
** Pejftilence, until I have confumed them by his hand." 
Jcr* xxvii. 8. 

phet 
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phet having not only foretold the reign 
of Nebuchadnezzar, and the rejgn of 
Zedekiah {a name not applicable to Ze^ 
ikkiah himfelf till the Babylonian Con- 
queror thought proper to give it him, 
i() tliat no worldly prudence could fore- 
fee fuch an event), but had alfo foretold 
the very circumftance in which they 
thcnifelves were concerned, vi%. that 
Meffengers fhould be fent to this Zedekiah 
by fuch and fuch Kings 1 

In what year thefe Meffengers oi 
Ambafladors really arrived at Jerufalem, 
or returned from thence, does .not ap- 
pear ; but as the Tokes were, firft of all, 
to be put upon theProphcfs own neck^ be- 
fore he was to fend them to the Kings 
(compare the 2d and 3d verfes), and as 
it appears that he really wore fuch a 
wooden 2^oke^ as a fign againft them, in 
the Temple, fo late as the 4th year of 
Zedekiah, when a falle Prophet took it 

'I from 
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&0]s:i his neck, ^aad broke it, andthere<» 
by occafioned a forther com/nand re- 
4>e<9:ing thofe Kings, viz. that the 
Prophet fliould ^* make for them Tikes 
^* of Iron (3-1),*' k feemsmoft probable 
riiat the ^cvoodenTQkes firft ordered h^ 
>not then ht^n lent to them ; and, eon- 
jfequentiy, that theMeflfengers ofthofe 
Kings had not as yet arrived at Jerufa- 
lem -(for, undo\iibtedly, the Pr<^het 
would obey the Divhie CoTnmand as 
^bon as he had the proper opportunity of 
. doing fo) ; and as Zedekiah v^cwX. to Ba- 
%j4en in the fame year (fee Jer. 11. 59.) 
It is likely the Meflengers did not ar-^ 
rive^ nor he rehei,, till the year follow- 
ing. Nevcrthelefs, in that year (the 
fourth of Zede'kiah) the Prophet de- 
clared the Meffage to Zedeklah him- 
folf, which he had before 'been charged 

i2fi) "T*u9 fftitbthe Lor4; TbQii'*.(Hanaaiab) 
*• haft broken theTokesofWq.Qd> tut.tb.Qu" (JeremkK) 
•* Ikalt make for them Yokes of Iron." Jer. xxviii. I3* 

I to 



:u i::c :u :;ic jcutr ilusp : — ^^ I fjpakc 

• ate * i:v- := a :n. zzy^L ven 12.) 

• :c S^M.^J^ ilii^ jr J liisxft according 

• :o al ::itiL vuru> ' tnaE b^ " accord- 
*' •#< :> -Hi- .:*t/^ xT/rvtf"* which precede 
ii :ht Lmc ^:iu*-c..; :^JW»^in^theTokcSi 
uivi -sv^.ic:: luu ^^ccii r^ivafed in. the 
t:-^,u j^i ^z::^:^x:Tn - 'jijing. Bring 

•• >»vAii lo^^O' uLic-r r:fa toke of the 
•' i. L'.^ ,*i 'iiioyici!* iiui ^.'Tif him, and 
•• u> xwnc* iiivi i:v5. Whj will 
•* vc lz\ iicLi^ ^avi -izy ^z^l^j by the 
** >>*cic^ L>y -:c b^-iirilnc* ind by the 
'• t\il:Ic-MO,\ -•> :-.>c 'w.v:rd hath Ipoken 
'• j^j.yi ::z' Nv: :;?> ::}at will not 
•• >:i".<.\ i :.■>:' Jv i- .j'St^cn.'.j.i .?'* \ic. See 
vcr. : :: ,u;c : ;. T^.c Alirtighty had 
LiiJ L^va ail i;::c ochcc Nitrons of Pa- 

uUllV XUvl Sv La THS SAME FATAI> 

NKCEssiTY, ckhcr v) jlicrmlc to a foreign 
Tokcy or DIE ! So thac we have here a 
very remarkable example of GoD*s 

VEXGEANCE A>'D RETRIBUTION Upon 

feveral 
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ifcveral wicked znd corrupt Nations which 
regarded not the eternal Laws of God ! 
— They muft either ferve the King of 
Babylon, or 5e deflroyed\ — there was 
no alternative !— BE DESTROYED 
^* hy the Sword^ by the Famine^ and by the ' 
** Pejlilence^ as the Lord hath Ipoken" 
(compare the 13th verfe with the 8th) 
" until I have confumed them BY HlS 
^^ HAND," that is, by the hand of 
the Babylonian Conqueror^ the appointed 
Inftrument of God's temporal Ven^, 
geance : — and the God of armies 
(niK^'S i^^l^"^) hath in all ages raifed up 
fbme powerful Scourges of this kind to 
puniih wicked and ungrateful Nations 
with Fire and Swordy and to reduce 
them to an unnatural Bondage ^ on ac- 
count of National Iniquities I — Even the 
prefent ftate of Mankind affords Ibme. 
melancholy proofs of this, flow many 
Nations, now fubfifling in the world, 
have forfeited their natural Liberty, and 
I 2 are 



[ 6» ] 

' are now iitting under the iK(5n tOKE« 
o( unnatural^ arbitrary Governments^ fub- 

jcclcd to the WILL AKD ?LEASUKB of 

their refpodlive Sovereigns, inftead'oif 
IvAW ! And if the particular Hiftory 
of any, or perhaps all^ of thefe Nattcm 
be carefully examined, it will not, I be* 
licvc, be found that any of them were 
ever reduced to fuch a deplorable ftate 
ot"/;j//W^/Mifery, till by nationalWvck* 
c dnefs, and public Contempt of Gorr's 
eternal Laivsj they had rendered a na^ 
tioHal RETRIBUTION ft r i(ft ly neCeilary , 
• according to the unerring Rules of eter-^ 
naljuftice! All hopes, therefoifej of 
REDRESS to thefe enjlaved Nations muft. 
be vain, without a faicere reforrtiation 
of manners in each Nation refpedtiveljr, 
find without public and moft earneft na^ 
iional or general endeavours to obtain 
Reconciliation and Forgivenefs from THE 
JilNG OF KINGS; as nothing but 
a fir i^ Obedience /^ his laws canreHd^. 

anji 



dftyNathfp truly fh££, Jertfmuth made 
ibe fame declaration alfo to the Pri^ 
and People that he had made to the 
King :— " Alfo I fpake" (fays he) " to 
*> the- Prkp^ and to all the People j {zy^ 
^^ ing, Thu& faith the Lord ; Hearkca 
** not to the word& of your Prophets 
\' thgt prophefy unto yoti, faying^ Be- 
^' hdd, th^ Veffek of the lord's Houfe 
^* ihall now fliortly be brought again 
** from Babylon; for .they prophefy m 
^ Lye (32) unto you. Hearken not 
^* unto them : ferve the King of Baby- 
^> lon^ and live. Wherefore fhould 
^* this City be laid wafte ?" Jer. xxvii^ 
][6, 17- 

(32) Thefe lying Prophets were probably bribed to 
ikvoiiir tb^ pr()p6fed leagui agaiuft Babylon, as foihe 
other wicked Pro'^yS'f// had been on former dccaiions^ 
actfdrdirig to the teftimony of the Prophet Micah r-^- 
** And the Prophets thereof" (fpeaking of JerufaJeih) 
*f divine for pttney,^* Micah iii. 11. And Nehemiak 
alfo mentions a Prophet (one Sbemdiah) who was 
Ifired to prophefy again ft him ; — "for Tobiah and 
f* Sanballat had hirf4 himf" Nehefn, vi. 10 to 12, 

The 
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* The wicked Prophets, who thus inif- 
Icd the People with Lyes, prefumed 
tieverthelefs to ufe the facred Name of 
J«:hovah (33) y as if they had really de- 
clared the Will of God ; fo that the 
tnie Prophet had need (not only pf all 
thofe unqueftjonable Proofs of his D/- 
vine MiJJion^ which I have already meu- 
tioned, but even) of other Proofs alfo, to 
enable him to oppofe the lying Prophets, 
who pretended to fpeak in the Name of 
Jehovah, as well as himfelf ; for " in 
*^ the fame year*^ (that is, in the fourth 
of Zedekiah) one of thefe wicked Pro^ 
phets^ ^^ Hananiahy the Son of Azur the 
♦* Prophet, which was oiGibeon^ (34)" 

—"took 

(^j) — «< They prophefy a Lye unto you. For I 
•«ha^cnot fcnt them, faith the Lord" (Jehovah), 
*« yet they prophefy a Lye in my Name^* l^c, Jer. 
xanrii. 14, 15. 

(34) Gibeon w^s the place where the Tabernacle for- 
merly flood for many years (i Chron. xxi. 29. i Kings 
iii. 5.), and was therefore an ancient feat of the true 
J^rophcts— fuch as Jzur^ the Father of this Hananiah^ 

probably 



[ 71 ] 

t— '^ ^ took the Toke from ofFthe Prophet 
*' Jeremiah's neck, and brake it. Arid 
*^ Hananiah fpake" (in the Temple) 
" in the prefence of all the People, 
*^ faying, Thus faith the Lord ; Even 
** fo will I break the Yoke of Nebuchad- 
" nezzarKing of Babylon from the neck 
** of alt Nations within the /pace of two 
*' full years/' Jer. xxviii. i , i o, 1 1 . Upon 
which, it leems, the Prophet Jeremiah 
was directed by God to reprove Hana^ 
niah with a fevere fentence ; for he not 
only declared that ^' Tokes of Irori^ fhould 
be fubftituted inftead of the " Tokes of 
''^IFood (^2S)r^ which Hananiah had 

broken, 

probably was ; fo that as Hananiah and the other falfe 
Prophets alfo pretended to prophefy in the facred 
Name oi Jehovah y they would be very liable to gain 
tredit with the People, efpecially as they told them 
fuch things as mod flattered the national inclinatioit 
of thofe times, viz. to be free from the Babylonian 
Yoke. 

(35) " Then the Word of the Lord came unto Je- 
«« remiah (tht Prophet), after that Hanamah the Pro- 

** phct 
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brokeiiv as I before remarked, but he 
alfo pointed out the lying Proj^et hini- 
felf to thp public obfervation, as a no- 
table and undeniable token, that the 
Prophecies of Jeremiah were of Divine 
Aiithority ! — *' Hear now, HananlahT 
(faid the true Prophet) : *^ the Lord" 
(7. e. Jehovah) " hath not ferit thee ; 
^^ but thou makejl this People to trtfi in 
^* a Lye. Therefore thus faith the 
** Lord ;— Behold, I will caji thee forA 
■** from the face of the earth : ^his Year 
•** thou Jhalt DIE, becaufe thou haft 
^ taught Rebellion againft the Lord. 
^* So Hananiafj the Prophet V>lEiy the 
^ fame year y in thefeventh month '^ Jer^^ 
xxviii. 15 — 17. That is, he died ex- 
aftly two npkGinths after the Predidion, 
which was made in the fifth mpntb of 

■" phet had broken the Yoke from off the neck of the 
^'.Trophet Jeremiah, faying. Go, znd tell Hanamai^ 
" faying. Thus faith the Lord ; Thou haft 6roAen tbi 

^ " Tokes .of Waod, but thou ftialt /make /qr ihtm X^^s of 

'" Iron** Jej, xxviii. \z^i%. 

the 
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tbe fourth year of Zedekiah. Such 
Evidence, addend to the forxner clear 
Tokfiws.pf Authenticity .whioh this Pxx)- 
phecy of the Tokes carried with it, itiufl 
render Zedekiah and his Courtiers to- 
tally inexcu^fable for iieglefting the Di- 
vine Warning, and relying upon falfe 
Prophets. 

Thus.^l^e propriety pfconlidering the 
fox^mt^x P^^Et of the 2;7Jth,chapter fis f p.e- 
X^ation iu.t;^e time oi^ehoiahim (agree- 
^e to the teftimony of the Hebrew 
Text) is rendered apparent by the par- 
l^cular advantages which fuch a prior 
RevQlation 3'Quld afterwards give .to, the 
.tJOie Prqph^t, when he ,h.^d ,to oppofe 
the prqtetided Prophecies delivered ia 
the fourth y^ar ,of Zedekiah : and the 
remaining part of the 27th chapter, 
frpm the J2th verfe, wherein thePro- 
jphet mentions his perfonal Addrefs to 
Zedekiah^ iriuft neceffarily.be attributed 
••'• "" ^ K ■ ■ ^ to 
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pliet having not only foretold the reign 
of Nebuchadnezzar, and the rejgn of 
Zedekiah (^ name not applicable to 2^e^ 
dekiah himfelf till the Babylonian Con- 
queror thought proper to give it him, 
fo that no worldly prudence could fore- 
fce fuch an event), but had alio foretold 
the very <::ircumftance in \yhich they 
themfelves were concerned, viz. that 
Mejfengers fhould be fent to this Zedekiah 
by fuch and fuch Kings 1 

In what year thefe Meffengers of 
Ambafladors really arrived at Jerufalem, 
or returned from thence, does -not ap- 
pear i but as the Tokes were, iirft of all, 
to he put upon the Propihcfs own neck^ be- 
fore he was to fend them to the Kings 
(compare the 2d and 3d verfes), and as 
it appears that he really wore fuch a 
wooden T^oke^ as a fign againft them, in 
the Temple, fo late as the 4th year of. 
Zedekiah, when a falfe Prophet took it 
' , I from 
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froBj his neck,, and broke it, and there- 
by occafioned a fimher comjuand re- 
4>G<9:ing thofe Kiiigs, viz. that the 
Prophet Ihould ^* make for them Thkes 
^* of Iron (3^1)/' It feems moft prcybable 
^at the Wooden Tokes firft ordered had 
^not then been fent to them ; and, eon- 
ifequentiy, that theMe^ngers of-thofe 
Kings had not as yet wrived at Jerufa- 
lem (for, undoubtedly, t4ie prophet 
would obey the Divine Command as 
4bon as he had the proper opportunity of 
doing fo) ; and as Zedekiah went to Ba- 
bylon in the fame year (fee Jer. li. 59.) 
-k is likely the Meflengers did not ar^ 
rive^ nor he reiel, till the year follow- 
ing. Nevcrthelefs, in that year (the 
fourth of Zedddah) the Prophet de- 
clared the Meffage to Zedekiah him- 
felf, which he had. before 'been charged 

XsO "T^us fftith.the Lo«4; TbQii'*.(Han^b) 
*• haft broken the Tokes of Wtiad, l)ut,th,QU*' (Jwepfiiah.) 
** Ikalt make for them Yokes of Iron." Jer. xxviii. 13. 

I to 
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to fend to the other Khigs : — " I fpakc 
>* alfo'' (fays he in ch. xxvii. ver. 12.) 
*' to Zedekiah King of Judah accQrdingi 
*' to all thefe words" (that is, " accordr 
" ing to all thefe words^^ which precede 
in the fame chapter rti^t^ing* the Tokes^ 
and which had been revealed in^ the 
reign of Jehoiakim) " faying, Bring 
." your necks under the yoke of the 
King of Babylon, TiuAferve him, and 
his people, and live. Why will 
ye die^ thou, and thy people, by the 
Sword, by the Famine, and by the 
Peftilence, as the Lord hath fpoken 
•* againfi the nation that will not 
'' ^^v.Yn the King of Babylon?^' IS c. See 
ver. 12 and 13. The Almighty had 
laid upon all the other Nations of Pa-* 
leftine and Syria the same fatal 
NECESSITY, either tofuhmitto a foreign 
Toke^ or die ! So that we have here a 
very rerharkable example of God's 

VENGEANCE AND RETRIBUTION upon 

feveral 






I 
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feveral wicked znd corrupt Nations which 
regarded not the eternal Laws of God ! 
— They, muft titYicrferve the King of 
Babylon, or be deJiroyed\ — there was 
no alternative !— BE DESTROYED 
** by the Swordy by the F amine ^ and by the * 
** Pe/iilencey as the Lord hath fpoken'* 
(compare the 13th verle with the 8th) 
" until I have confumed them BY llIS 
*^ HAND," that is, by the hand of . 
the Babylonian Conqueror^ the appointed 
Inftrument of God's temporal Ven-:, 
geance : — and the God of armies 
(mN31> mn*>) hath in all ages raifed up 
fbme powerful Scourges of this kind to 
punifh wicked and ungrateful Nations 
with Fire and Swordy and to reduce 
them to an unnatural Bondage ^ on ac- 
count of National Iniquities I — Even the 
prefent ft ate of Mankind affords ibme. 
melancholy proofs of this. Ppw many 
Nations, now fubfifting in the world, 
have forfeited their natural Liberty y and 
I 2 are 
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are now fitting under the iifriN Xon^mi 
^^'unnaiuralj arbitrary GovernmefitU fub- 
jelled to the will and i^leasuKe of 
their refpedive Sovereigns, infteadfof 
LAW ! And if the particular Hiftory 
• of any, or perhaps all^ of thefe Naiicm 
be carefully examined, it will not, I be^ 
Meve, be found that any of them were 
ever reduced to fuch a deplorable ftate 
of «^//6^4r/Mifery, till by national^vck* 
ednefs^ and public Contempt of God's 
eternal La^iVs, they had rendered a na^ 
//e?A/3;/ RETRIBUTION ftridly neCeflaiy, 
' According to the unerring Rules of eteN 
nal Juftice ! All hoJjeSj therefoitej 6f 
REDRESS to tbefe en/laved Nations ttiuft. 
be yain, without a fincere reformation 
of manners in each Nation relpeSfcively, 
and without public and moft earneft nth 
mnid or general endeavours to obtain 
'Reconciliation and Forgivenefs from THE 
JilNG OF KINGS; as nothing but 
aJlnMObedime to his L4WS canteHd^ 

anji 
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atty Natim truly fr£e, Jeremiah made 
the fame declaration aifo to the Pri^ 
and^ People that he had made to the 
King:—" Alfo I fpake" (fays he) "to 
*' /^^ Priejls^ and to all the People j fey- 
^^ ing. Thud faith the Lord ; Hearkea 
** not to the word& of your Prophets 
*' th^t prophefy unto yon, faying, Be- 
" hdld^ the Veflek of the lord's Houfer 
^* ihall now fhortly be brought again 
^^ from Babylon ; for .they prophejy 
t^ Lye (32) unto you. Hearken not 
^* unto them : ferve the KingofBaby- 
^-* lon^ and live. Wherefore fhould 
^^ this City be laid Wafte ?'* Jer. xxvii^ 
16, 17- 

(32) Thefe lying Prophets were probably bribed to 
/jdvouf th6 propbfed Uagut agaiuft Babylon, as ibdie 
other wicked Prophets had been on former dccaiiOilSy 
accdrdiiig to the teftimony of the Prophet Micah :--^- 
" And the Prophets thereof* (fpeaking of JerafaJeiii) 
*f dMne for fitoney,^* Micah iii. ii. And Nebemiak 
alfb mentions a Prophet (one Shemaiab) who was 
bired to prophefy againft him j — "for Tobiah and 
«( Sanballat had hir^4 him^" Nehefn. vi. 10 to 12, 

The 
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' The wicked Prophets, who thus mK^ 
led the People with Lyes, prefumed 
Heverthelefs to ufe the facred Name o§ 
JtHOVAH {33)9 as if they had really de- 
clared the Will of God ; fo that the 
true Prophet had need (not only pf all 
thofe unqueftionable Proofs of his D/- 
vine MiJJion^ which I have already men- 
tioned, but even) of other Proofs alfo, to 
enable him to oppofe the lying Prophets, 
who pretended to fpeak in the Name of 
Jehovah, as well as himfelf ; for " in 
*^ the fame year*^ (that is, in the fourth 
of Zedekiah) one of thefe wicked Pro- 
phets^ " Hananiah^ the Son of Azur the 
♦^ Prophet, which was oi Gibeon^ (34)'* 

—"took 

(j^) —« They prophefy a Lye unto you. For I 
««ha\cnot fen t them, faith the Lord" (Jehovah), 
*• yet they prophefy a Lye in my Name^^' i^c, Jer. 
xxvii. 14, 15. 

(34) Ciheon w^s the place where the Tabernacle for- 
merly flood for many years (i Chron. xxi. 29. i Kings 
ill. 5.), and was th€refore an ancient feat of the true 
f rophets— fach as Jzur^ the Father of this Hananiah^ 

probably 



«« 
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'^ ^ took /y6^ Toke from off the Prophet 
Jeremiah's neck, and brake it. Arid 
*' Hananiah fpake" (in the Temple) 
*' in the prefence of all the People^ 
*^ faying, Thus faith the Lord ; Even 
^' fo will I break the Yoke of Nebuchad- 
nezzar King of Babylon from the neck 
of alt Nations within the Ipace of two 
full years/' Jer.xxviii. i, lo, 1 1. Upon 
which. It feems, the Prophet Jeremiah 
was directed by God to reprove Hana^ 
niah with a fevere fentence ; for he not 
only declared that ^'Tokes oflroti' fhould 
be fubftituted inftead of the " Tokes rf 
^\fVbod (^2S)y'' which Hananiah had 

broken, 

j^robably Was ^ fo that as Hananiah and the other falfe 
Prophets alfo pretended to prophefy in the facred 
Name oi Jehovah ^ they would be very liable to gain 
tredit with the People, efpecially as they told them 
fuch things as mofi flattered the national inclinatioa 
of thofe times, n/iz, to be free from the Babyloniaa 
Yoke. 

(35) ** Then the Word of the Lord came unto Je- 
*« rmiah (th$ Prophet}^ after that Hanamab the Pro- 

*«phct 
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brokeiiv as I before remarked, but he 
alfo pointed out the lying Proj^et hini- 
felf to thp public obfervation, as a no- 
table and undeniable token, that the 
Prophecies of Jeremiah were of Divine 
Authority ! — ^' Hear now, Hananiah^ 
(faid the true Prophet) : *^ the Lord" 
(7. e. Jehovah) " hath not ferit thee ; 
^^ but thou makejl this People to trufi in 
^* a Lye. Therefore thus faith the 
** Lord ;— Behold, I will caji thee forth 
■** frx^m the face of the earth : 'fhis Tear 
•** thou Jhalt DIE, becaufe thou haft 
^ taught Rebellion againft the Lord. 
^* So Hananiafj the Prophet DIED //&^ 
^ fame year y in thefeventh month '^ Jer^ 
xxviii. 15 — 17. That is, he died ^x- 
aftly two nianthB after the Predidion, 
which was made in the fifth month of 

■** phet had broken the Yoke from off the neck of the 
^'Trophet Jeremiah, faying. Go, said tell HananiaJk, 
" faying. Thus faith the Lord ; Thou haft iroAen thi 
" Yokes. of Waod^ but thou ftialtjmakc.fQrjr/&f«3ifr/^ 
'" irwf." Jej,xxvui. 12., 13. 

the 
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tbe fourth year of Zedekiah. Such 
Evidence, addend lo the forxner clear 
Tokfiws .pf Authenticity .whiah this Pro- 
phecy of the Tokes carried with it, itiufl 
render Zedekiah and his Courtiers to- 
tally inexcu^fable for iieglefting the Di- 
vine Warning, and relying upon falfe 
Prophets. 

Thvis,i(|ne propriety pfcoufidering the 
/ormqr p^vt of the s^^Jth^chapter ^s f p.e- 
yqlation iu.the time oi-Jehoiakim (agree- 
ahle to the teftimony of the Hebrew 
Text) is rendered apparent by the par- 
ticular advantages which fuch a prior 
RevQlation .would afterwards. give .to. the 
^twe JPrqph^t, when he ,h.ad .to oppofe 
the prqtetided Prophecies delivered in 
the fourth year of Zedekiah : and the 
remaining part of the .27th chapter, 
frpm the .12 th verfe, whei^ein the Pro - 
jphet mentions his perfonal Addrefs to 
Zedekiah^ P^uft neceflarily.be attributed 
•■^ '^ ^ K ' ■■ ^ to 
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to ^z future time (36), which in the fol- 
lowing chapter (the 28th) is exprefsly 
declared to have been in the fourth year 
of Zedekiah (37). 

In the beginning alfo of jehoiakim's 
reign the Prophet Jeremiah was ieized 
by the Priefts and the People^ in the 
Temple, for denouncing GocTs Vengeance 
againft the Nation^ the "Temple alfo (on 
account of the national Wickednefs), 
and the City (38), and was arraigned 

and 

(36) " Alia eft fe6lio" (fays Qrotius upon this verfe) 
" & ad aliud tempus pertinens^ fed argumento conjunfta 
** cum fuperiori." Grot. Annot. ad Vet. Tcft. 

{l"]) Chap, xxviii. " And it came to pafs *rHE 
" SAME Y E A R 9 in the beginning of the reign o/Xb.'D'B,' 
** KiAH Kingofjudah^ in the fourth year, (and) 
" in theffth months that Kananiah," ^c. 

(38) " In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim 
" the Son of Jofiah King of Judah, came this word 
** from the Lord, faying. Thus faith the Lord ; 
" Stand in the Court of the Lord's Hou/e^ and fpeak 
•* unto all the Cities of Judah, 'which ccmt to yjorfoip he 
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and tryed for it, as for a capital of- 
fence, before " the. Princes and all the 

'' Con- 

** the Lord^s Hou/tt all the words that I command thee 
^' to fpeak unto them ; diminiih not a word. If fo 
*< be they will hearken, and turn every man from his 
" EVIL WAY, that I may repent me of the evil 
** nvbicb t purp§/e to do unto them hecaufe of the evil 
*' of their doings,^* (This is God's ld<w of Retribution^ 
£vil for Evilf Meffure for Meafure, which nothing 
but Repentance and Conforiniiy to God's Laws could 
avert.) *^ And thou ihalt; fay unto them, Thus 
.** faith the Lord ; if ye *i*-ill not hearken to me^ to 
"walk in my law, which 1 have feti^r^j>^», to' 
<* hearken to the words of my Servants the Prophets, 
<< whom I fent unto you, bothriiing up early and 
*< fending (tbemj^ but ye have not hearkened. Then 
^* will. I make this hoi/se like Shi loh *, and will 
** make this city a curfe to all the Nations of the 

* Shiloh was, probably, defolaie from the time of Eli's death, 
-when the Ark ^as taken by the Philiftines ; for the old Taber- 
nacle., made' by MofeSy was afterwards pitched on the High Place 
at Gibedn (t Chron. xxi. xp.), and continued there till the time 
of Solomon, when the Temple was built (» Ch:on. i. 3.). The 
removal was, probably, made by Samuel, whofe Honfe was at 
Rama, as alio the Altar which he built (x Sam. yii. 17); and 
R(\pia war in the neighbourhood of Gibepn, Cibeab, orGeba, 
which, if not the fame place with Rama (which alio fignifies a 
high plaee) was at leaft adjoining io it, as they ar« frequently men- 
tioned tdgethdr "in Scripture. *■ See i Sam. xxii. (S^. Ezra ii. »(f. 
Nehcm. vii, 30. Ifa, X* »^, HoiM v: 8. - 

K 2 " Earth. 
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** Congregation:'—- Upon fhfe Trial the 
Prophet periifted in his formeir decl^ra-i 
tion ; but at the fame time afliired them 
of Mercy and Reconciliation, in caie 
they would but repent and reform : fo 
that it was abfblutely in their dxvii 
power (through the Mercy of Goa) to 
have averted the Impending Vtngeafncie. 
^' therefore l<rOW*'(raid the lPf6phet) 
" amend your wdyi ahdyour doiftgs^ and 
" obey the Voice oi the Loib your 
•^ God ;" (and then he adds the condi- 
tional Affurance of Peace) *' ahd the 
Lord" (faid the Prophet) *' w/7/ re- 
pent him of the EVil fhiat he hafh 



i( 



c( 



" Earth, So the Priefts, and 'Ae Prophets, and all 
** the People heard Jeremiah ipeaking thefe words in 
** the Hou/e of t/jeLo\DJ'^ jer. xxvi. i — 7. Thus it 
is manifeft that the public exerciie of the National Re^ 
Ugion, agreeable to the National Lanv, was continned 
cv'en in the beginning of Jehdakim^s reign, though he 
was fet op, and ruled under the aatSority ^ a foreign 
Heathen Monarch (Pharaoh -Ncco) ; for the 2d vcrfe 
teilifiesy that the People out of all the Cities of Judah 
caAie to worfliip in the Lord's lloufe, . . 

: " pro- 
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*« ptoHiUHcedttgaift^you'' To this the 
t^rofpbet adcJeci a fhort Remonft ranee 
tefpeflting his own cafe : — "As for 
** liid** (fays he) " 1 am in your hand : 
" do A^ith liie as feemeth good and meet 
^^ unto you. But know ye for certain, 
** that if ye put fne to deaths ye Jhall 
** fnrely bring innocent blood upon your^ 
*« felves^ and Upon this City^ and upon the 
" Inhabiiants thereof I for of a truth the 
•* Lord hath feiit me tinto you, to 
" fpeak all thefe words in your ears.'* 
JeJ:. X3tvi. 8 — 15. Whereupon he was 
acquitted artd difmiffed; for fome of 
the Elders cited clear precedents, from 
the hiftory of foriher times, concerning 
the legality of declaring God's Vengeance 
againft National JVickednefs : but though 
this prudent judgement of the Court of 
JuAice faved Jeremiah for that time, yet 
it did hot prevent the wicked Monarch 
yehoiakim from murdering the Prophet's 
Colleague, ; Urijahy who likewife pro^ 

phefied 
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p^iefiejd *' again/i^ the City^ and agmnft the 
'' Landy according, to all the words^ cf 
" JertemiahSj:^^ :" but his blopd was 
feverely avenged, forae years aftqrwards^ 
in the; fatal cataftrophe of the Tyrjant ! ; 

Thus it appears th^t Jehoiakkn was 
as little mindful oi the Laws and Reli-* 
gion (j/^Jehovah (nptwithftanding the 
meroprial of tlpiat f acred Name which 
Ppara^b had placpd upon, him) as his 
Pr^iieceflpr SbalJutfi; fpr we reacj alfo in 
the, 2d book of Chronicles (xxxvL 5, 6.) 
that " he. did that which was evJl in,th^ 



(39) This would include all that y^^»!r/Ai6 had pro- 
phefied in the reign of King y^/ftj^, as well as .in the 
times above-mentioned under Shallum and J^hoiaktm, 
The Prophecies delivered in the reign of Jofiab (ac- 
cording to the learned Lightfoot) are contained \xithe 
tn.v Iv: f.rft chapters ^ but ** the thirteenth chapter y and 
/' all that follonu to the one and twentieth ^ I conceive" 
(fays the fame judicious Writer) ** to have bjeen dc- 
*' livcred in the time of J^hoiakinty and not in th^ 
•* time of Jofiah,". y^. See his Reafons at lengthy 
Harmony of thic .Old .Xe&aioent> jp. 141, I4;s. 

''fight 
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^* (5^^." (And the*^'cc6\kilt of Gbrf^j 
/^^^^^/^rjf'iMmediataiy Follows the' db- 
cferation of the Monarch's Ingratitbde ! 
for) — " Againft him" (contin\3e§ the 
Text) ^* came up Ncbuchadiieziar Kteg 
'* of Babylon, '^dxA bound' him in fetters 
*^ to carry hutt to Babylon.*' 

• In the book of Daniel we find 'that 
the fiege of Jerufalem be^an in the third 
year ofJehoiakint{^\6) ; but^ it feems, the 
EabylonianS did not immediately-fiicceed 
in their enterprize ; for we ready in the 
book of Jeremiah, an account. of feveral 
tranfadior>s in t\iQ fourth year of Jehoi- 
akim (41) ; and, among the rell, that 

the 

(40) " /« T Ki E T HI R b Y B A R oftWrtign of Jehoia- 
** kim King of Judah came Nebtichadnezzar King of 

" Babylon onto Jerufaleih/.and bfcfieged it/' Daiv. i. i. 

'» 

(41) vel (ut nofter Jofcph obfervat), fays UEm- 

fereur itt his Annotations on Jofeph Ichiia's Para- 
phrafe oa Z>««/>A -*^ ** annum Nbbucadnezaris 

• ' " primum 
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tlie Pro[rfiet Jeremiab^ in that very y ear ^ 
denounced the Judgenxenl: of God iupon 
Jerufalem and Judea» by /the hand of 
Nebucha^ezzar ; which proves, that 
the City was act, as yet, taken by him ; 
for in the fourth year of yeboiakim he 
acqudnted all the Inhabitants of Jerufa- 
lem, that — ** from the thirteenth year 
•* of Jo/iah the Son of Anions King of 
** Judah, even to ibis iaf' {faid the 
Prophet), ** that is, the three and twen- 
** tieth year, the Word of theLord hath 
** come unto me, and I have fpoken 
^* unto you, riftng early and (peaking ; 
** but ye have not hearkened,'* 65^c. — . 

** primom ftatnamos incidifle in annom Jehoiaklitti 
*' iertium defiiuntem Sc imprimis quartum incipientemi 
** ita ut Nebucadnezar venifle dicatar Jeho- 
** jAKiMi anno tertio defimtnft vel txeSdjjSto intern pri- 
** mo cnrrente, qui refpondebat partim anno illius tfrtio 
«* (Dan. cap. i. i.), partim vcro ejufiem qHorto (Jcr. 
•* XXV. I.), propter diverfa annorum initia, cum an^ 
** nus 4eriius Jehoiakimi & frimus Nebucadhbz- 
*<^ARis idem prindpium non haberent/' l^c. p. 11. 

" Therefore 



46 
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*' Therefore thua faith the Lord of 
" Hofts" (Jehoyah of Hoft4; "Be- 
" wufe ye have npt heard p\j^ WfliidSi 
f^ behold, I ViU fend and take aU the 
V Fai:julies of the North, faith thp 
*' Lord, and Nebuchadnezzar the- K4»g 
of Babylon my Servant, and .mU 
bring them ageing this Land, . ^4 
againA the Ixihabilaata ther^> x»d 
againft all th£fc Nations round abput, 
and will utterly deftroy them^-and 
^* majce then): aii . AJftpi>iihnaeot^^ .and 
*^ an Hiffing, and perpetual (42) De- 

" fotatSons;* 

(4^> The ^oriiJSt7^9 l^i^ coiiifra«d-/«r/ifM^ 
doos not Hfctffifrily btittv ^&t tigtiiflcdtioa i 'ft» it fboM-. 
time^ denotes a fhorrtr ^eriiMl 9 fo tflvot Ba>^td]f intet • 
prelts'it in his Lexkon-i^ fdlloWB :-^*< ^ecuhM^* {(tifs 

«iu) <^ t^smpof IkMiAiA abfcoiMiitiim tarn itifiaAiim tiT 
** 4^€nimff^qjn^mjhiitfimy otGcn. xvii. 8* B}to3.'2jtf« 
*^-^&, 4 Sam> K 22. att4 xiiiv 1^^ zium.HiiLi<^(fifJ^ 
io tlMtthe word« C2jS*8^ HtniTvl **/ li^htr fij- 
jiify fdme limited • term of- DtfiMc^s^^^i^i^/famic^s $/ 
(or for) an age^ or a certain 'period^ as it is rendered fn 
tJie interlinear/ verfion of tljeiiOndop Polyglot^iy©— 

^\In Sotii'udines Siculil** Biixtorf H hijlTixicO^ re- 
marks, that Ra/di ^i Mtn Eira mier|ir^t die word 
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** folations.'* Jer. xxv. i — 9. And as 
the Denunciations of God- s Fengeante were 
generally accompanied with Promifes of 
future Reconciliation and Comfort, in 
cafe of Amendnient, fo the Servitude to 
Babylon was here exprefsiy limited to the 
tei*tn oifcventy years (4.3) ; and as a 
^further fign of God's Providence and 
Cnrc of his People, the Prophet, at the 
fame tirhc, denounced a heavy retri- 
nUTiON OF VENGEANCE againft ^^ the 
^^ King of Babylon^ and that ^Nation^^ the 

C3^1X^ to fignify a fpace of fifty years. The Defo- 
htiom fpolccn of in the above Text certainly were not 
firftHual: apd though the particiflat- diiratioit of them 
ia not there declared, yet the feyerai Hiftories which 
mention the retnm ffojsi Captivity fuffidepdy ptove 
that t)M»y were limited \o fome fiich term of yeatv as 
X4>(M and Aim-Ewra have attributed to the-^ord 
tSnyjf I for the Serviimdi to Babylon (on which the 
' t>ffil0ii9ni depended) were exprefsiy limited to fetrenty 
yeari (fte ver. n, i2.)f and the total Defilsti^m did 
pot oo&t^n^e fo lopg aa the Captivity by aboat tweni^ 
years. 

.., £43) -T- " And thefe Nations (hall sbryk tl\e 
If fcin^ of Babylon sbvbmty years/* Jer. xxv., i|. 

,: Inftniments 
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inftruments of God's Vengeance (44) ; 
iis alfb againft many neighbouring Na-^ 
tionSi who were made to drink of " tie 
** Wine-cup of this Fur/' (i. e. the Sword 
and Captivity) J which remarkable cir- 
cumftance, as here foretold, fhould teach 
AZ.L NATIONS, to the end of the World, 
the NecefEty which God has laid on 
them to take warning by the feveral 
Examples of his Vengeance and Reiribu* 
tlon upon theyewi/h^ATiQ-tn ; becaufe the 
Prophet was direded to affure the other 
Nations^ that if God Ipared not his own 

(44} '^ Ani}t (kAl come to pafs when fevent/.years 
.** are acoompliihed, (that) I will puniih the King of 
** BaiyioM Mid that.NiUim, faith the Lord^ for their 
V iniq}iity> iu)(d thf Land of the Chaldeans i and will 
''.make itrpcrpetual; Dcfolations," ^e. ** For many 
** NatjLons, and great.Kings (hall 9BRVE themskltss 
'<o» THSM .ALSO: and I will RECOMPENSE 
" THEM ^G.GO^PING TO THEIR DEEDS" 
(mark this^ ye Slavf-htdders and Tyranti of the Earth I) 
♦*and ACCORDING TO THE WORK OF 
'« THEIR OWN; HANDS," Jcr. xxv. 12 — 14. 
Here is. a juft Ritaliation for Tyramy i^^lavny tor 
Hiavifyi 

r ; .; Li peculiar 
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peadiar People^ he furefy would not ^afe 
theni<45)! 

The 36th chapter of Jeremiah^ fr6m 
the beginning to the -Sth verfe, -rs ritiit 
m. order of date, becaufe it relates to 
kraiifaiiions of the {ame year (^vk. the 
fourth year of . Jehoiakim, which tiiuft 
be,cluripiS ^^^e Siege of Jerufelem by Ne- 
bucliadhexzar, who came up in the third 
year of Jehoiakim). The ProJ)het was 
theii dlrefled to write iii the Roll of a 
Book all his former PrbphecidS, jff^om 

' •{4-s) " Ana it ftiril be»' (feid God to tite 1fro|Aiet) 
^ if they reftzfe to tiilre theCup at dmte knfdto <MAk, 
»«' tlicTn* fhaft thduftf -tintt^ tliem-» Tlm» Mtb '¥«b 
^ LoTtb OF Hosts'* (J^ovah of WWbi j' O/kOi ' 
'^^' ceft'nidy'drihk? For 16 f I bcgm tO %ni^ e^Aik-the 
"^'fct/y, ibbich is called iy mf Kumt^ ^mi pmJd y§ h 
•^utnrly ttwjpawjS^tf^^J^Yc-ftairnot be Mpiltiifticd : 
•• i^R I WILC dALD FOR A S^bRl) OPON 
**-"ALLf rifi IKHitftfTANTS OF THE BARTH, 
^^AITH THE LORi> OF «OS¥ii/' Jcr. xxv; 
^i^, 29? ■ TKis I>^laratioir he^ been flilfilied opOh 
"ah ^Stelons of the World at differtnt Hmes ; and ihi 
Sword of God^s Wrath isjlill as aQi*ut as evirl 
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^' the days ^f JofiaV' ta that time (46;^ 
See Jef . xKXvi. t . The Book was mote^ 

however, by. Baruch the Scribe,, frara 
the tnoiuth of Jeremiah ^ ,wbo was then 
in prifon.(Jer. xxxvi. 5. (47) ; arid Je- 
remiah 

(fd) '' And it cme -lo puT^ in thf f^unb j^ of 
V Jeb$iakim the Sonoffofi^h King of Judah, Uiat thif 
*** woM came VLnto y&miah, ttom the LorD» faiyitijf» 
«' Tafcf th^e » Roll oi aBook^ and wriiii tlirrm ^ 
<< the Words tlut I hii^ ipokf;^ ontp the^ i^j^ni 
** I/rael, and againft J^dtth^ and againft tfi7 /i&^ Aici- 
<' #2Wt firQm ^b^4^ ]L (jp^ iia^ thce> (^ygk t^ days 
'< of Jofiak, ^fff M/d this d^j. It may be tfatt- ^ 
<' Houie of Jttdah will hcaraJl tbi #W wbic)^ J piHv 
** pole to do onto them ^ that they may rotvm eyieiy 
«' man from hij sviiyif^^ ; if^o/ Imayfirgi^ their im>- 
** .^uiQ and 4heir fin.^^ Jer. xxxvi. i-«r-3» -So that 
Ri^eniuufi ipight iUIlJbaTe jurevcntcd *' tfi/ii^^ /vi/.'* 

\\i) **^ken Jereiiiilali caHed Barueb the Son of 
'** Neriah : 'affd Batvtb woteiSpcfm the mcmth of JW- 
^* a/tfi5 all the Words of the Lord, whick heiiad fpokea 
" iinto him, upon a Roll, of .% JBoofc* . And Jfnmiah 
•* commanded Parufb, faying, I mjhkt §^; icannof 

" jWAdjt.ApRoU whiph i^oi* hiift written from my 
" moQtb,, the Words of ^hg Lojiu, ij> t}^ cars of th^ 
'* P/»ppip in ijxe JLojip's . H<Hjfe, ujpon thfl /*^/nr 
" Day ••" t^f . Jer. xxvii. 4 — 6» 

-'"- This 
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remiah diredled Baruch to read the Book 
to the People in the .Temple upon a 
public Faft-day. See ven 5 — 8. 

.The 45th chapter of Jeremiah feems 
to be the next in order of time, and 
contains the Prophet's Rebuke (48) of 
Baruch> for expreffing his fears for him* 
felf, ^* when he had written thefe. words 
** in a book at the mouth of Jeremiah^ 
*^ inthe fourth yBar ^Jehoi akim," ©"r. 

This Faftingi Daj, ais Archbiikop UjB^er Itmarks, was 
that folemn Annual Faft ordained in the Law to be 
kept oh the iioth day of the feventh month for ever, 
fire days before the Feaft of Tabernacles :--^« Solen- 
** nis videlicet illius, menils feptimi di^ idecimo, 
** quotannis celebrati : (Levit. xvi. 29. xxiii. 27. 
" Nnm.xxix. 7.) qoinqae dicbus ante FeftamTaber- 
** nacuiorum, in quo omnes mares ex omnibus civi- 
" tatibus Juds comparebant Hierofolymis." Ad 
A. M. 3398. p. 119. 

(48) «< And feekeft thou great things for thy- 

" felf ? feek them not : for behold ! / <wili bring g<vil 
*'i^en alltltjby faith the Lord.*' He nevertheleft 
added al)rOmife of life to Baruch, by way of comfort, 
^ying» — •• but thy life will I give unto thee for a 
" prey in all places whither thou goeft." Jer. xlr. 5.' 

(fee 
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^fee ver. i .) ; which plainly refers us to 
the time and circumftances mentioned 
in the 36th chapter. Archbifliop Uflicr 
informs us, that perhaps the 30th and 
31ft chapters of Jereniiah, containing 
comfortable Promifes of future Reftau- 
ration, are to be referred to the time of 
deliverihg the 45th chapter (49) : but 

(49) " Jcr. xlv. I, 5. Q^^/ertafe** (fays the Arch- 
bifliop) ** refereada fuerint b capita ilia dao confbla- 
. V toria, Jei-. xxx. tf xxxu Promi^ones de inftaarandi 
" Ecciefia continentia" (ad A. M. 3398) : but after- 
wards he feenis, with more certainty, to date them 
in the y.ear 3406. See p. 1 26* The 46th chapter qf 
Jeremiah was fulfilled about this time (that is, itt the 
fomrthytm'ofJebu,aIdm^z& the 2A verie declares), and 
the Prophecies againft Egypt (therein contained) were 
probably declared about die fame time with thofe 
ag^inft Jthnakim^ to ihew that Monarch his folly in 
trufiing to the armies of Pharaoh, '* Of the fame 4ate 
** with the A6th chapter we may well fuppofe the 48th 
'* and 49th chapters to be alfo» becaufe the 2d verfc 
** of chap. xlvi. doth ufe a compreheniive exprefSon, 
*• The Word of the L'qrd a^ainft tbt Gentiles, as con- 
** eluding all thefe Sermons and Prophecies againft 
f thefe feveral Nations under one date and head ; 
. <^oir]y chap, xlvii. and ver. 34. of chap, xlix. are of 
** fereral fpecificd dates/' Lightfboi's Harsiony, 
P-?S3- , 

he 
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be aftertvardd «ii)gnd them a&otheic ^^Aa 
tvitb more cerjbiiatyw; And to the fajsaa 
ytAx (the fouFth of ' JehoiakiBi) i^at 
Jeafi>ed Prelate alfo places the 3.5th chap^ 
ter, coiKcrning , the R^chaHus (^^o) i 
for, with jjood re^foo , h« fupjpqfe? tli^ 
the circumftanise^ therein relatifd (^^piii- 
cerning th&ir refufal to di^iakthe W^i3? 
which the Prophet had fet befqre thpm 
by God*s command) wejre trania^cd 
.idtiring the time of the Siege hy-Nebu- 
Qhadm%%ary fcxfear.df whpiut^J55^^^^^ 
^iles bad taken fbeltex in the City* 

•In the nmrti moiitb tKt^ of tfte fertle 
:year (two /paoiUh^ after 3»iuehiba4jead 

■■'■.■■■ '\ the 

(50). " — ingreiTi funt Hieroforyma, JcniotxV: Yi. 
*' Cbi, qucrm de tejnpore pf«;Tentc d'icaht ^' //^ conjide- 
" mus Hiero/olymis : colligimus capitis Rujus' Kiftpriam 
•* de vino a ^<ffZ»«^,»; recufato, eo tempore fuiflc gef- 
.?*tam, quo Urbs I liehuchadmfare fuit obfeflH*" 
{Dan. i. I .) Ihid. ad- A. M. 3398. p. 1 20. 

• (5:1) " IwmatiumNebuchadnefaMs'trftdiditDomi. 
■ f-nns JdichidmamRegem j^da., ctnn.paite Inftrli. 
;/ '"'"^^^"'^ ^^"^^^ I^<^i [Dan.i. z ], «,«/, ^A/te/ 
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tht Roll of PropKecy in the Temple^ 
Which was m ^the'feventh month) Jeru- 
falem was taken (52) by Nebuehadnez- 

^* nomfi<ue OJUu.: lit colligit<« ex ijiiverfario jcjunio^ 
^* ,^od in memoriam, uc vid^tur, .h^ns qalapiitatis 
^^ (more apud Judajos rcccpto ;,Zadiar^ viL 3, 5, & 
*' viii. 19.) CO injenfe.QB{crvatuin<:ft'|Jcremf xjvxvi. 
''9.3.^ Ad A.M.339S, p.-.i;io..' ' 

( J 2) Jo/phus feeiils to have been defirou's fo Conceal 
this fad ■ from his Gentile t^ttii^ts (hotwlthflfanding 
tl}?Lt the Jetjus held a folemn Faft in the mntf} momk^ 
in commemoration of this National Cafamity,' in the 
fourth year of Jehoiakiih) j for te ii\enf iQiitf nothing 
of the Capture of jerufalem, but oiily informs us^ that 
in the fourth year of Nebuchadnezzar, .and the eighth 
of Jehoiakim (in which' he makes ainiftakc of four 
years), tne ^fibylonian made. >yaf with prCat power, 
demanding tribute Qijch^iahintf, or tbreatenifig to fight 
him; and that the oth^r> fearing tb«. threats of the 
Babybnian, ^d j)uj;eha<ing peac^ with money, paid 
him the tribute? which he had dcmandc<J/cr tbm years. 
•' Tfcrtrap h etu 0a(ri}^uovlog rjh t& NoiSaxoiovoa-c^Hi 
*^ oyhog riv rai'luoHiuM rcit tuv'E^^mxv ixovli rnvacyrty^ 
** HM ar^arsm fjLsJa, 'H70^^% ^yifufxeag em th; 'Ik^Mh; q 

*' a7r£i>MV* Je ost(r(X4 rriv aTjetXriVj n^i Tnv £if)ivviy «>)<- 
*' HaTaX^aixfjLSVc; tuv %^>i;juxTa>v, yivsFksi' aura fooag^ «j 
".iT5&|£K eV* gT?i T^'ia." Ant. Jud. Lib. x. c!;. p. ^.^6. 

M Bat 
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zar, who bound Jebbmkfin " M.fitUfs^ 
" to carry ^ him lo Bafylon{:$^y^ (as I 

Bat it plainly appears , by the circumiikances which 
'attended that fabjedion o(Jehoiakim to the Babylonians , 
that Jerufalem ^was thin taken ; for the Sacred Writings 
cxpreftiy teftrfy that tfehuchadnt^tcar »* bhtind Jinroi* 
•* AKiM in chainsy to cany himttt'6aBfion** ((hough he 
did not then cany him away), and that he •• carried 
" of the VrJfiW (i. e. part of tHe'Verels) " ^f the 
** Houfe of the Lord to Baiylon^*- (compare Daa» 1. i. 
with 2 Chron. xxxvi. 6, 7.) : fo that the Temple (and 
confequently the City) was certainly at that time in 
the Conqueror's power. 

And as a further token of abfolute comqueji^ the King 
of Babylon difefted' the Mailer of liis Eunuchs to 
•• bring of the Children of IfraeU and op THE king's 
^* S£ED9 and OF tbe ruincES ; Children in whom 
** f'tvasj no blemijhy hut 'well fa'via^rid** Dan* i. 3. 
(whereby it is manifefl that the "Eunuch was to 
cuusE * out the nioft promising Children that could 
be found ofiht Seed Royal ^ and of the Nobility ^ aMbngft 
whom were Daniel and his Cbmpanions), and' fe^d 
them to Babylon ; which could liot ii^Viifbieti dbne, 
if Jerufalem had not then been' iib/olntely in' the h,itnds 
•f the Babylonian Conqueror. 

♦ He " — ^gavc ordef to Aihpcnazj the Maftcr of his Eaaacbs, 
" thaiheJhouU make c Hot ce out of the Chtldfen of the Moyat 
** Familyy ^nd ci tie Nobinfy of the' L4tid,'* PrUl*tt»VGonhca. 
Parti, p. 6*. 

(53) 2 Chron. xxxvL 6r, 

before 
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before remarked) r but he did not then 
carry him away (54); for it appears 
that fee was afterwards continued upon 
Jhe Throne cf David as a tribfutary- Mo- 
narch, and ferved the King of Babylon 
three years (55}; for the Sabylonian 
Monarch contented himfelf with taking 
away the moft' promifing GWldren of 
she Royal Fdmtly^ and of the Nobility 
^from whence the firft commencement 
of the fevehty years Kl^^^Vi^ is to' be 
^ated), and alfbyow^ of the InflrumenPs of 
the Temple; God having Withheld him 

(54) " Jehoiakimiim ^atenis vmcivh Ncbochadne- 
*^ far, ut abduceret eum Babyloniam (2 Chron. xxxvi. 
^* 6.) : fed paftis poRei conditionibus fcnritatis, domi 
*•' eum refiquit-i uM Senrus 31i perm'ah£t tribus annis. 
** (2 R^g/xxiv. i.). A qua prima omniujft Regis & 
^* Popnli Judaki fab Nehueh^dnefart fada fervitute, 
** numerandt Junt anni ftptuaginta Captivrtis Babyloni- 
■*< ae, nytremia Pjopheta prsdi^ (Jcr. xxv. 11. & 
*^ xxix. lo.)*'* Ad A. M. 3398. p. 120'. 

(55) *.* Jm ^sdayi Nebucha^ezzar Kingof Baby- 
** Ion came up, ^pd Jehpi^kupi ^f^^ww^ >^/j Servant 
** three i^ars : then he turned and refiellcd againfl 

**»^ htm.*' z Kings xjciv. i, 

M 2 from 
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from taking mor^ (56), or rather, per« 
liiipS) inelined hirti to leave the reft, that 
die Service of the Temple might be ftiU 
contiauedjt >yhich it certainly was, bs 
well 3S the J^^fionifi/ Laws and Ct^iomSj 
and dhb a National Prijfipe of the Houje 
of David, ^'.upori /^^ STAr^w qfDnvtd^ 
notwilhftanding that the poyernment 
was then held under the authority of a 
foreign HeaiJ;>en Monarch ; which was 
the fifth (if not the fixth) time (56) ths^t 
the like . extraordinary circumftance;? 
were fulfilled fincc the promife. w^s 
made to King David that his Houfe and 

(156) Tho reafon of my fpeaking dobiopfly, whether 
this was thefifih or fixth time that Jerafalem was 
taken fmce the promife to David^ is, becauie I can- 
not produce fuflicicnt authorities to prove that it was 
taken when King Mtwaffeb was carried a^uurf captw iy 
the Khg cf40nat though it is very probable that the 
City was then alfo really, t.iken, becaufe ManafTeh) 
after his reftoration, thought it ncceflary to build 
walls, and add new fortifications to diiFerent parts of 
the City. See 2 Chrbn. xxxiii. 14. 

.. ^ Kingdotn 
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Kmgdpn]^Q\i]A be eftfiiblj/liedf 'See a Sam, 

la .thp;)|jr/A ye^r . of ' Jefeqii^kiin (tho* 
the; j%^-}?eaf of his Virflabgft to Bafcyr 
loA)i jp jt^ip- ninth mpnth;^. .<i..F^ was 
pr©claioj€id,-ih reitnembrance:ijDff .God's 
Judgeniieuts Ja f lv5 pjrecedfng y^r (57) 
\"- . : : rv:' h.:; : upon 

(57),-; — V in memoriatn, utvidcti^r, Urhij eodetq. 
•^^'fupcriorls Wirti xfi^nfe a caldais f^y/z^p.** Archbi(hop 
-Uih^y ^d A -M*. 3.999* Dean^^rideaux fays that chf 
Z*^^ was held on ^/^ eighWnit^iiay ff thi ninth montb^ 
'and is ftill kept by *tiic Jews: ' He alfo foppofed (as 
weiras'^ Ai»ckbrihop;Uflier) thdt the ^jtyk^as then takin 
hyth»Chald0t€m\: bi^t fee his t«^^rds atlength — •* The 
** great. Faft of the Expiation, wherein Baruch read 
'** the Roll, as is above related, was annually kept by 
•<* thejew^sqn the tenth dfy of the month .77«r/, which* 
-*? anfwers ,tp; pur S^pfimk^r. Jmmediately after that 
^* NefbuchMne^ariiayaded Jipdwia> ani halving laid 
*' Jiege to Jtru/alcm, made hmftlfmaf^etof^it'dn the ninth 
** months called Cijleu (which anfwers to our No^emn 
•** bef)^ on the eighteenth day tftiat month (for on that 
*' day is ftiil kcptrby the Jews an annual Faft in com- 
** memoraiion of it even to this day) ; and having 
^** then tak;en Jfhoiaki^ prifoner* . he put him in chains 
?? to cariy hjm, to Babylon, But )ie having humbled 

* " "Tiimfelf 
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«pon'the JewMh Nation^ and on the 
F aft-day Baruch read the Words of Je* 
'rc^niah " in the ears of all the People'^ 
who were affembled, ori' tlxid ic^emn 
occaiion, in the Temple : dhdtkeRolft 
which cx)rttaidLii9d the Preph^des, bekig 
afterlvards read alfb in the * prel^nc^' ai 
JCing Jehoiakimr was, by hia difdbi:,\mt 
to pieces iand ^urnt ; after which ** all 
"the former words that were in the 
^' /^/2^//'* wcreagaiiu wrc^<iJbLj/]g.aruch 
in another Rol)^ with ifevMat trexxien-- 
dpus additions agaimfl: i)xt..l^dfiptn, (58)t 
;]i5wellai, perfonally, ^igainft thei&'/^ 
h/mfelf{^^). The particulars of thefe 

<* htrrffelf to KingNebachitdneszar, ind Inbiiiitted to 
**• become his Tribatary, and thereon fwbrn fealty to 
^< him, he was again re.ftored to his Kiogdoili :^ Vi, 
Connea. Parti. p.6i, 62. 

(5B) *< The King ef Mak^hn fhall w/4«^ pomp ^d 
*' defboy this L?in4, an^ ftall caufe t^ peaifc fipm 
'' thence Man and Soaft/' Jer. xxxyi, ^9. 

(59) " therefore thus faith the Lovl9 of Jehoiakim 
** ^w^ ofjtutdhi He Jhall havi Kotfk VO sit ufom 

" TH« 
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curcumftarfces in th^ fifth pf JehswdMra 
are related in the 36th chapter of jjiecet 
miafa, from the 9th verfe tothe end. . 

After Jdboiakim had ferved Nebur 
chadnezzar three years, ^^ then he turned 
*' and rebelled agalnfi hin!^ (2 KiQg« 
XXIV. J.) ; 'which inufl have been in thje 
feventh year of his reign : and fronx 
that time to the end of his reiga tbe 
yewijh Nation was miferably iharafled 

-by Bands of Foreign Troops from ^fevo- 

( 

V THE TKRONB OP David ; and his bfeAD bod't 

*< [fiball be cAis T Oir r im the Daji u the Htutf uied mehe^ 

^ Night to the Freft^^ Jer. xxxvL 5a. The fbrmep 

par; of this Vengeance was fulfilled ia the Captivity of 

Jehoiachin^ki^QXi ofjehoiakim^ yvho, with all his Fa- 

' iilil^,' was icon afterwards carried to Babylon, and a^ 

' younger Brother (Zedekiah) was iet up inftead of the 

' fyefcen^ants of Jebhiakim : and the latter part of this 

Pi-6|>hecy9 coocernwig the ^ead body oVJehwiinty 

IS CO *th6 fame efFe^l with that Prophecy repeated v^ the 

zid chapter^ where i; is faid, — " Hi Jhall he buried 

"■''WtTH THE tiURIAL OP AN ASS^ dra'wn and CK%T 

•* #OR'rit beyond the Gates of^Jeru/alem :^' for this alfo, 

irfecms, -^as Kterally fulfilled in due time, which 

fliall hereafter be Oxt^^, 

■ I ral 
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fal clifFereiir Nitioris (60), then fubjeft 
to t\\6 Dominion oi'Nebuchddne%zdrj 
which, under' the Provi<fcn€eef-<5o<i, 
were to execute the Divine Vengeance 
upon the Jewlfh Nation (agreeable to' 
the exprefs- terms of God-s Covenant) 
for having iieglefled the Dhme-^Law 
(the People being at that time notor?- 
oufly corrupt arid wicTied')j buft moife. 
particularly for having negle'fted thofe 
parts of the Law which ire eternal^ viz.- 
the \etemal Laws of Judgem'e^tt (or 
Juftice) ^/?^RiGHTEousNESs,ofwhich 
the Prophets were coatiiaually remind-' 

(60) *< And the Lord fent agalnfl him'^ ('jehpiakini) 
"Bands" (or Troops) ** of the Chaidees, and Bands 
** of the Syrians, and Bunds of the Moabite§, and 
** Bands of the Children of Ammon, , and. feni: them 
" againftjudah, to deftroy it, according to the Word 
"* of the Lord, which he fpake by his.ServaRts the 
*' Prophets. Surely at the Commandment of the 
*' Lord came this upon '/udub^ to remove them put af 
^* his fight, for the iinsof ManaiTeh, according to all 
•* that he did, and alfo for the innocent blood that he 
** ihcd ;" ^c. z Kings xxiv. 2. 

Ing 
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ing them !— We have no further infor- 
mation from the facred Text concerning 
the four remaining years of Jehoiakims 
reign (6 1); only that he ^^ Jlept with 
*' his Fathers (6^) , and that Jehoia- 

CHIN 



(61) For " be reigned eleven years in Jeru/aiem,** 
2 Kings xxiii. 36. 

(62) " It appears by this" (fays the learned Bi(hop 
Patrick) " that toJUep lAjith one^s Fathers fignifies no 
** more than /« die, as they did* For Jehoiacbim was 
** NOT buried nuith themy NOR died in bis bed: bat 
** being taken by the Chaldaans^ he died as tbey led 
^^ him out ^Jerusalem; ahd» according to the 
«< Prophecy of Jeremiah (xxii. 18, 19.), they cafthim 
*< out of the Gates, and he had burial of an Afs ; that 
*< is, lay upon the ground unburied. Abarbinel 
** thinks" (continues the Bifhop) *« he died in the way 
*' to Babylon ; and his Body was left in the Highway, 
** mthout any care taken to inter it : but it lay ex- 
* * pofed to the Sun by day, and to the Froft by Night. 
" xxxvi. Jerem. 30." See on 2 Kings xxiv. 6. 

The worthy Prelate is certainly right concerning 
the cxpreffion " tojleep wthone^s Fathers ;" for that is 
always mentioned as a diftinft thing from the burial of 
anyone: as forinftance— " Ahaz slept with his 
*' fathers, and they buried bim in theCity^ (even) 
** iftyeru/alemi but they brought him not into the 
N <* Zetulchres 
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^^ CHIN his Son reigned in his JieadH* 
2 Kings xxiv. 6. But Jofephus {fi^ re- 

lates 

" Sepulchres of rm K x n G s* o p Israel:" (JsTr. 
(2 Chron. xxviii. 27.) whereby the diflindion above- 
mentioned is rendered manifefl. It was the common 
method, it feems, of exprefliiig X^t death (notthe-^«* 
rial) of Princes among the Eaftern Nations y and even 
in Morocco, where many Eaftern Cuftoms prevail, it i» 
neceflary, even to this day, to ufe fome circttmlocn- 
tion in exprcfling the death of any one, as it would be 
, cfteemed a capital offence to fay in the Emperor's pre- 
fence, in direSi terms, that any man was dead. This i 
have been informed by a worthy friend of mine, who 
has frequently converfed with the prefent Emperor of 
Morocco. 

. But with refpeft to the manner of Jehoi akim's death 
I muft remark, that neither the opinion of the learned 
Bifhop Patrick, quoted above, nor what he has dted 
from j^harhinel C^viz, that •* he died in the 'way'*) feem 
to agree with the moft probable account of God^s Ven* 
geance upon that wicked Monarch. 

(63) In the eighth chapter of the tenth book of 
Jewifh Antiquities, fpeaking of Jehoiakim, he faySy 
'' Met' k '^o'hjbv h %foW (Tr^aTWO'ouuvov stt^ ounov^ rov 

*' -zrapflj T6)v w^oei^vf/'SVuv vTrora U^o^yits. Taraf «3ey 
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iates that Jehoiakim received the King 
of the Babylonians, who fought againft 
him : for, being terrified by the predic- 
tions of the Prophet, he neither ihut 
him out, nor fought againft him : fo that 
the Babylonian Conqueror, entering the 
City, flew all the flower of the Youth 
of Jerufalem., together with King Je- 
hoiakim, whom he commanded to be 
cajl unhuried without the wails (oV aVa- 
<pov €7teXeva-e picprivoLi wpo toop Tei^oovj ; and 
that he alfo appointed Jehoachim his Son 
^i. e. the Son oi Jehoiakim) King of the 
Country and of the City. 

This is certainly the moft probable 
account of Jehoiakim's death ; for Dean 
Prideaux's account^ that " tliey took 

'*' eeX^a tj*5 aKiJOtiOTavag xat koCKKei ^lafs^ovla^ Tav*hpo- 
*' coTn/fMrm afTBKleivE (xera ts BcunTisaq JlojaxtfiSj iy 
** aroc^v kic€}isv(re pi^Yivat 'zd-^o tcov rstxciiv. Tov 3s kov 
^ auTH 'laaxtyav KaTBrnas Pa(n>£a rfig x^f^ ^^* '^^^ 
^ 'ao?iS»s" P. 337. Orleans Edition, 16x1. 

N a " him 
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'' him prifbner in fome fally (64)" (b&- 
fides that it is a mere fuppofition)^ does 
not afFord fb literal an accompliftiment 
of Jeremiah's Prophecy as the account 
of Jofephus, becaufe the words '* draivn 
" and cajl forth beyond the Gates of yeru- 
" falern^ feem to imply that Jeboiakims 
death fhould be in Jerufakm (as Jofe- 
phus has reprefented it) ^ otherwife it 
could not well be faid that he was 
" drawn and cajl forth beyond .the 
" GATES," if he did not die within 

THE GATES, 

This fecond conqueft of Jehoiakim 
by Nebuchadnezzar was the fixth (if 
not the feventh) time that Jerufalem 
was taken hy foreign Enemies (ince the 
conditional promife was made to David 
concerning the Eflahlifmient ofhisThrone\ 
and tlie Exaltation of Jehoiachin^ by the 

(64) Conneaions, Parti, p. 67. 

Authority 
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Authority of the Babylonian Conqueror, 
was the feventh Reftoration of " the Houfe 
*' of David'' to the '' Throne of David:' 
after being as often delivered into the 
hands of their Enemies for neglefting 
God's Laws ; whereby the immediate 
interpofition of divine providence 
in the direction of Human Affairs is 
unqueftionably demonftrated. But not- 
withftanding thefe examples both of 
God's Vengeance and of his Mercy to- 
wards " the Houfe ofDavid^' the young 
King Jehoiachin (65) (alias Jeconiahj or 

Coniah) 

(65) pD'^irr* is a name compounded of two words, 
p^'J'in^ Jehoi-acbinj or Jehonj-ix^nj fignifying Je- 
hovah 'will prepare ; or, according to fome, ** Domini 
** Praparatioy five Domini Firmitas.'^ (See the Inter- 
pretation of Names in the end of the fixth Volume of 
Biihop Walton's Polyglot Bible, p. 36.) A tranfpdii- 
tion of thefe two words (placing the lafl firil) forms a 
name of the fame import, though of a very different 
found — in'*"3''!D''j Ichin-Jehov, oxjeyjit-jebinj: and 
that fuch a tranfpofition of the name was frequently 
ufed is apparent, becaufe from thence is derived, by 
f^bbrtnjiatiotty anothcrname of this Monarch, by which 

he 



t *02 1 

Coniah) very foon afterwards fell into 
all the wickednefs of his Fathers, and; 
confequently, was rejefted by the God 
oflfrael ; for the Monarch was fpeedily 
informed by the Prophet Jeremiah^ that 
God had determined to deliver him up 
into the hands of his Enemies, and into 
the hands of Nebuchadnezzar ^ whofeface 
hi feared (66), though, it feems, he 

feared 

he is fometimcs mentioned, v/'z. il^'iD^ (i Chron. 
iii. i6.) ** J.coniaP^ {or Icon-Jab J ^ having the fame 
meaning with both the forementioned names, thongh 
the learned Pafor, in his Greek Lexicon of the New 
Teftament, renders it ^' ^rafaraius a Domino " which 
is more properly the meaning of Coniah (VT'ilD) ^^ 
■Con-Jeho'v (the name by which the Prophet Jeremiak 
has diftinguiihed the fam: Tv^jnarch, in his zzd and 
37th chapters)^ as ^, the charafteriflical letter of the 
future tcnfe, is omitted in the lail-mentioned name. 

{66) '* As I live, faith the Lord, though Coniak 
^* the Son oijehoiakim King of Judah were the Signet 
** upon my Right Hand, yet would I pluck thee 
*• thence : and I will give thee into the hand of thein 
** that feek thy life, and into the hand (of them) nxihofe 
^^ face thoufearefy even into the hand of Nebuchad- 
-^ rezzar King of Babylon, and into the hand of the 

" Chaldxans :" 
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feared not Gop ! for the Text infomts 
us that " he did evil In the fight of the 
** Lord, according to all thai his Father 
** had done^^ (2 Kings xxiv. 9.) And 
then inunediately follows the account 
of God's Vengeance againft him ! — '' At 
" that time" (fays the Text) "the 
'* Servants of Nebuchadnezzar King of 
*' Babylon came up againft Jerufalemj 
•' arid the City was befieged (67).'* 
2 Kings xxiv. 10. 

This 

«• Chaldeans :" ^c. Jer. xxii. 24 — 28. This chap* 
ter contains alio feveral other Prophecies againft the 
Sons and Sncce^rs of Kingjoiiah, in the exa^ order 
of their refpedHve reigns, juft as the Prophet repeated 
them (afterthey were fulfilled) in his Remonfirance to 
King Zedekiah and his wicked Conrt ; though, un- 
donbtedly, the Prophet had before declared them ia 
due time, whilft each of the faid Menarchs remained 
upon ** the Throne of David :^* but no other account 
remains of thefe particular Prophecies, except ia this 
22d chapter, which fhall hereafter be proved (I hope)- 
to be only an occafional repetition of them in the pre* 
fence of Zedekiah, 

{Gj) The Siege, here mentioned, is erroneoufly 
cited by Dean Prideaux in his Connedions^ Part I. 

p. 67. 
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This Vengeance muft* have followed 
very clofe upon the footfteps of thk 
King's Iniquity ; for, it feems, '* he 
*' reigned in JerufalenC^ (only) " three 
** months'' — " and ten days. ^^ Com{>are 
2 Kings xxiv. 8. with 2 Chrou.xxxvi- 9. 

*' And when the year was expired 
" King Nebuchadnezzar fent , and 
** brought him to Babylon/* '2 Chron^ 
xxxvi. 10. That is, Nebuchadnezzar, 
£rft of all, fent his Sef-vants (viz. his 
Arniy) agaiirft Jerijf^lecn^who befxeged 

. p. 67. as a tranfafUon during the. life p£y$hoiaiuni 
where^ nothing pan be more plain tl^ia the narrative 

. of the Sacred Text, wherein, after the Hiftoriaa.Jias 
mentioned the commencement of JehoUtch»C% (alias 

. G;/i/^i>'s). reign, and his evil condud, he procfedsi-next 

.in courfe to this account of the Di'viru Vei^eanf^ in the 
loth verfe. (which Dr. Prideaux has applied to the 
rejgn of Jehoiakira) ; and the Sacred Hiftorian, ftill 

■ c,ontiniiing the account of that Siege in the following 
^.verfes, informs us, in the izth verfe, thatjBHOiA- 

. CHIN (exprefsly by name) King of Judah ^ve?^ out to 

, the King of Babyhuy he and his Mother, ISc. {k^ that 
there is not the lead ground for placing the Siege in 
the reign of Jehoiakim*. 

' . 2 . the 



[ 105 ] 

the Citf (as I have already related from. 
tbefee<md hook ofKkigs) (68) : but he 

did 

(68) Dean Prideaax hoped to have iblTed the difi- 
Cait]r occafioned by his own emr (mentioned in tb» 
preccdingNote) by aflertiog that the Siege in the r^gii 
of yiMatUn was only m comiiiauniom of the former 
Siege in the reign fdJibdMkim : for ha iayt-— *< After 
<« yiMaJ^im^s deadi the Senrant9 of Nthchfuhnaem 
** (that is** (fays he), *' his Lientenants and Govern 
<* nors of theFrovincit that were under hit fabjeAkm 
«' iQ thofe parts) fill tminut^** (fays he) '« tobloda 
** up yeru/aUm,'* ifc. Conneft. PartL p. 68. And 
lie once more citesr fer his Authority thevay/amtTiMt 
v'hich he had before applied to the reign of yeM^i$m$ 
and though he adds, alfp, the ver(e which follows U 
as a further Authority fvix. ± Kings xxir. lo, 1 1.)» 
jret neither of theie veries meatiott a word ahoot iU 
fiiff9ftd emttimunui of tbt Siegi from the reign of Jtbti^ 
0Udm tQ die end oijthoiachhf^ reign ; neither can anf 
/tfci €omti0M$€i be fcfiibniibly implied dierein, to i^ntho* 
rizd fuch an aflertion : in fhort, the whole enor ieenya 
to have been occafioned by his adhering to his owi^ 
Jkfp9fiion bclbrewmendoned, nnx. that Jehoiakim waa 
•« takenFriJomrinfimiSMj (iT may bb s9»»0SBd),^ 
ftys he; ** n»bi€h be modi upon tbm^^* tic. (CoiHiefi. 
Fart t. p. 67,) ibr which he has not thi Uaft Avahwii^^ 
lihsfifpeJition-hAn^^ on the contrary, dire^y oppofica 
to the teftimony of Jwfiphm before recited ; and coft* 
trary alfd to the necefiary accompliihment of Jerf^ 
fniah's J^hecy ijgainft Jehoiakim ; whidi^ I hop4, 
^ 
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This Vengeance muft* have followed 
very clofe.upon the footfteps of this 
King's Iniquity ; for, it feems, '' he 
** reigned in JerufalenC^ (only) " three 
** months*' — " and ten days. ^^ Com{>are 
z Kings xxiv. 8. with 2 Chrou. xxx-vi. 9, 

*' And when the year was expired 
*^ King Nebucliadnezzar fent . and 
** brought him to Babylon/* '2 Chron^ 
xxxvi. 10. That is, Nebucliadnezzar, 
£rft of all, lent his Sef-vants (viz. his 
Army) agaiirft Jeriiff^leoij^who befxeged 

. p. 67. as a tranfafUon during the life oijih^akmi 

whereas nothing pan be more plain tl^a the narrative 

. of tRe Sacred Text, wherein, after the HiiioriaA^Jias 

mentioned the commencement of JehoiacM^ (^i^ 

,, Cj«/^'s). reign, and his €vil conduft, he pro€ced»-next 

.in courfe to this account of the Di'vim Vet^ean^i in the 

loth verfe- (which Dr. Prideaux has applied -to the 

rejgn of Jchoiakim) ; and the Sacred Hiftorian» ftill 

' q>ntinpiing the account of that Siege in the following 

,verfes, informs us, in the izth verfe, thatjBHOiA- 

..'cHiN (exprefsly by name) King of Judak ivint out to 

^ .$he Kmg of Babylojiy he and his Mother, \£c. fo that 

there is not the lead ground for placing the Siege in 

the reign of Jehoiakim*. 

' « 2 . the 
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the Citf (as I have already related fxoai 
thefeewd hook ofKh^s) (68) : but he 

did 

(68) Dean Prideaux hoped to have felved the difi- 
colty occafioned b/his vwu trrmr (mentioned in the 
preccdingNote) \rf aflertiog that the Siege in the r^gii 
of Jib&iaclnn was only « emtHmuaUn of the foxtatt 
Siege in the reign ofj^ih^sMm : for he iays-*<* After 
** yibu^im*% ditvk the Scrrant9 of Nihtchfuhntxm 
«< (that is" (fays he), <' his Ueatenants and Govern 
** nors of theProvinoM that were under his robJeOkm 
«« m th^efwtfs) /til nminuti^'* (fays he) m toUotik 
<' np ^eru/aUm,** iffr. Connea. Part I. p. 68. An4 
lie once more citief for his Authority tU ^nty fiamltatt 
iivhich he had before applied to the reign xXyehtuildmi 
and though he adds, fjfp^ the verfe which follows \\ 
as a further Authority (nn%^ 1 Kings xxir. 20» 1 1.}^ 
yet neither of theie verles. mentiott a word afapiu tU 
Jmpfofid evniimumci of the Sugt from the reign of Jilm^ 
0ldm to 4ie ei|d ^fjthnaehhffi reign ; neither can anf 
fyek amtiifitatffi be fcfi^nfibly implied ^lerein, to iMit]^ 
rize fuch an aflertion : in fhort) the whole error feeqn 
to have been occafioned by his adhering to his owi^ 
y&/>/^r/0ii before-mentionedy nnic, that jchoiakim waa 
'^ takenPrifintrinfimtSdlly (iT may BB stf^roSBn),** 
ftys he^ ** 'wbUb be made upon tbem^** tic. (Comiefi. 
Fart t. p. 67,) for which he has net tie ka/f Autbieritpt 
the /irfpojrtiotthnngf on the contrary, dire^y oppofice 
to the tedimony of Ji^fepbm before recited ; and CQli* 
trary alfo to the neceflary aecompliflifnent of Jere- 
}aiah's Prophecy i^gainft Jehoiakisi ; whidi^ I hop4» 
«??» 



did riot; bf4fig yikdrSchm^BiiiiyhH^n^ 
life hllttifelf ^feat dUb^ agalrtfl thfe Gk)^^^ 
^ftji 2 Kings xxiv. 1 1 .) ; and then, the 
Text inforoisus, *^ Jehoiachin.th^King 
^ of Jud*h 'Went out to .the King, of 

« BibylcJn, hfe, .M his ^Mbtjief, aiid 
^^ his -SerraBts^ and his . Erinces^ abd 
^V hi^ Odieei^S : Aftfl tfi« ltih|? tjf Bii^y- 
^^ Ion took him in the eigWa;yea,r of 
*^ his f-eigfe (619), And;hd tt«fried »ilt 
*^ thehcdaUtheTre^r«§,Qfit^ 
♦* taf theliord^mdthcTrettfariJs^fthe 
*? ^ihg^sjloufe, ahd piiHh pieces >11 
f V the Veflels of GoM wbitth iSdbmcNBi 

' (69). " t>ati«" (%s Bifliop Pa^iok), «» the 
«* ei^^ikjf^r of Nebuchadnczaar's reign ] ibr he ber 
«* gan tOJ-eig^iiin.the fourth year of Jehoiakim:'* (JHe 
ihoaU f jithcr have f^d /« /A* iftikr^efklfpf ^he ihi^iy^r 
^Sjfeheiakim^ though f he firft- year of fNebachadneaciMir 
jiKpludes alfo.the ^retftcft part of thefourth year ofi Je- 
ioiakim) " who reigned fevicn more after that^ wl^ch 
y w«s*Y^t»^>^ • *:*edghthyi«K)fWeb*ieh«*ies^ 

3 " King 



•* Kii^gjp^lt^lJH»4 fl^a^e «i^l^ Jfta, 

^oqoiietienifauisd >&vfi tint pe9ti^ f9ft oS 
KxoK. 9.z^a^iJ^ ' ^. - AM ; ^^ 'iaifQwa>r 
dsodoezzar A^ras noivy t At^o JCv»r iM^ 

'^enffalevt .fell \h»«> ike t»0n4^ (i^ffirMign 
Eaia^sy ^fioce >th«.i3D£)i41tj!QQM'|!fiQinlif 

Throne: butasjEHOiACHiN^r/ooJ& the 
ways of God, he was, otcounQ^forJaken 
of *G6iJ in' ills" timporSl Goveniniwit ; 
'and WS^ giv«fa.i3p -to Ws EaeinicSjiwith 

the Mi^fhf of fhe Land'^ who w«w all 

Carried' hrij tSfiS/|?8r *' Xw,**?* i?^??',?-'" 
vv..'. Qz VI TY 



dnd thereby aflbf^ded to^^fbtureudU^^ 
nifiratiom of ilaUmMtGcvrntmiMtn awful 
exampfe df the Dhme Vengamu againft 
H&lgi and Bidtrf tharnegied tU itermsA 
Lawi(fOoJ}\ ButthoYighNebtkchad- 
nezzar* thought* it necefi&ry* tdf depoft 
yeboiaihin^ as well as his F^ldrntjeboi^ 
akim before him, yet he ftill:perfifiediti 
mabtaihing ^* the Houfe vf David (71)^ 
upon ^* the Throne ofDavul^- said aecord* 
ingly •* made Mdtiamah his Father** 
^* JBrotherKIng in his ftead, and changed 
^^ his. name to Zedekuih{^'£). This 
Monarch was the third of Kihg J^V^ 
6bhs (73) that fucceeded him itpo^itifiir 

. J70) 2 Kings xxiv, i J, {sf<. 

(Tjy £zek.xvi2. i3[. . . .(V^) tKiafs |udy» i)* . 

«* ^73) By *^ Hftmutal tbt Daughter of Jrrmiikb'tf 
yTJUohxiiJ* z Kings xxiv. i8. She wa^ idfo fhM 
lifbther df Jchoahaz (or Shallum, as he^isoOtdlut 
h Chrcrn. i|i. 15. and jn Jer. xxii. 1 1 .} the immediatt 

^Gi»Qar of Jofiah» wlio was depofed and«tfriedawqr 
by:"MaraoV?l^echoh. /(/i. xxiii 31. 

/ A'. .■ . ' ■' 
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ihttHifMH hzdhecmfoMT times conquered 
byf ibreigii BiMimks ii^ Jofiak's death { 
fiat it is itiU mote lemarkable^ that 
bodi^thefe fbreign Conquerorsi Pha-^ 
rtob-^ecQ and Nebuchadnezzar, (hould 
AiM^^yyperiif^riniettingup the Princes 
of; i^tie Bmf€ of David*' upon ** ibe 
f^ ^irane of Daoid;' but Ihauld alfo 
i^emindthem of their indifpendble ob- 
ligation' to maintain theLdwr andlS^r 
gion of the Qod oflfr^el by putting upon 
them, refpe^vely^ a M<^morial of the 
Sacred Name of Jehovah ; for I have 
already (hewn, that Pbafaob-Neco gave 
the name of Jehi-akim (fignifying 
** Jeuovah will efiaiii/h''J when hefet 
up a Monarch over the pecufiar People 
of Jehovah; and now again Nebu* 
chadnez'zar not only obiigied his- new 
y^dSal to ^^ /wear iy God (74)" that he 

VfQuH 

"' Xli) Cdbparc % Chron. xxxvL 13. fvtt. — " Ne- 
.«« badiadnczzai', w^o had maJe $imJk(f$4Hr by dod'') 
^-■^^ - with 



wdfuM tibikey^ theCoveiiaitf fcvfiiek wiid 
then mi^e between ^bfiox^ttuC it^^vtif* 
l^at upoii feioi 8 (ignal MaiziarjialTif thifc 

tru^. Go9^ Jehovah^ ;i)|r gmiigibifli 

the Surname of ZiaitWah i^J^iS^f^^^f^ 
Tfadot-Jehor) £gdif^ng H-y^ JB^iM* 

^* righteous f: !whe«iifcUf.i&v 
(is {' liitvie befbm iicmvkfid^:tliatdbie 
aLtfio/x and ReUgion ^ J«Ht)VA« l¥<9re 
tdbra^d or tC<^tHba^ jtmoo^'^tib ^efwSf 
eV^i by'the^ A\icfecMity smi t^fijmtd Ceri* 
fent'olf ifee H€afh€ii42phqti6#or hiaifetf, 
f«phich Atrdy 4en0teb, that ^ ^ f^e^ 
jfuidid, m this MBtteri; by'-^i 'Ulf^'farf^ 
/o^MLOVXDEijcfc;' ^, at the lkmt*ljiit 
ih^ he afibrded ^^^ J^s^^i^ ^ oppddunifijr 
of iretrusving their jpaft ctMidudb ^bjjf^ob^ 

^11^5 A Ezek. JcviL* 12, 13*. fV/«. — «<^and made a &• ^ 
•* kjenmt <witb him^ and hath iakin an OaA ofbtnu^ 



^ s 
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and the felcAs &£ tlieir bvm National Re^ 
lip^i \it fet bdford them (in^ the Sur^ 
nmt sf ihiir new MoHanhJ the Sum^ 
EjjiHcei ^Aaltimat^ Purp&fe oi all true 
Religion, ** the righi^bousness o? 
*' Jehovah !'* This was a Name, 
therefore, of fuch actual importaae* to 
the 5i?tt^^ Sttitt (thdugh^ J)ethaps, a 
cfimcion nam*, evfett hfefofe that timej 
tiitoftg the Je'ws) thit it oould not hav6 
oetUrr^d^ by the vtn^tt light of Naturei 
to i^t SabyUnim Stra$tgir on the iblema . 
occaiioii €^ coaming und^^lifim-^/k 
King Afjudah^ . to udbich it Ivas mofl: 
imrtkulailj adajjtedt ! for it was.acal^ 
the fkame (ms.fli^ jte mare particuladgr 
fliewn hereafter) of that future ** King 
OF 'raE Jews' .ih whom ^oiie ^^ thp 
** tht<mb if i3ai9idi{y ty'covM be fndy 
■/"■' , ". -'.ana 

(7A) *' Behoia, Ae days Wme, 'faith Ae Lorf/diat 
" I Will raife unto Da*vid 4 righteous Brauch^ and g 
'• iLij^G piiiUr.etgn and pfofpery mdjlhal! execute J vox; Er 
*^ MENT AND JusTiCE UtheEorth. In liis days Ju- 

«*dah 
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And cffcaually ** e/iahlifi)ed fir everT 
This, furely, was 6r above the know^ 
ledge and compreh^nfion of a Heathen 
Stranger^ unacquainted with the revealed 
Laws of God ! 

It was alio the name which, of all 
others, could heft point out to the Jews 
the only certain method of " eftablj/bing 
** the Throne of David^^ then newly 
rjeftored (and, indeed, oieftabiybi^ every 
^ other Throne to Xht end of the World) ; 
I mean a ftri£): conformity to the eternal 
Law of Rightet^ufnefs^^-^^^ the Righ- 
*^ TEousNEss OF Jehovah.'* There 
'was no other method of s^verting the 

** dah fiiall be fayed, and Ifrael f^all dw^ll Otfel^ : 
" and this is bis name whereby he ihall be called, THE 
•• LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS," (Jer. xxiH. 
5t (>^) /. i. IJplTJ-mn^ Jeboiiah-t/adiewt^ which 
is the fame name (only tranfpofed) with Zedekiak 
Xf^pyi* or t/adek'Jehovt except thg^ t^e former 
has the fmall addition of the pofTeilive particle ^^ iig- 
nifying our, *viz, Jehovah our Righteousness, 
ll^leadof Ti|£ R|Gi|T9ou$N£ss of JeiIovah. 

dreadful 



Art^^ful Retrihutionzt that timeitiHy'dtrt 
to • the Je^ijh Nation i — that impend- 
ing Fengeance and Defolation^ of which 
the Conqueror and prefent Reftoref of 
the Kingdom was, himfelf, the appointed 
Executioner in cafe of Difobedience ! See 
How the fame means of averting God^s 
Vengeance has .been (ince fet before ud, 
even by THE Saviour OF TftE World 
HIMSELF, as the;;?{y?j&r/;t(rif)^/^ of found 
policy- :-^" Seek ye riR s T the Kingdofn 
^^ of God and m^ righteousness, dnd^ 
** all thefe things^* (tempord neceffafleS) 
**-(liall be added tjnto you/'* M^tt. yi. 
^3. But Zedekiah paid fo little regard 
to V the RJghteoufnefs of Jehovah j'' and 
proved fo notorioufly unworthy to bear 
]hat glorious name^ that the Prophet Je- 
remiah^ was very loon afterwards, com- 
manded to denounce God^'s Vengeance 
agaiqft himt ^ven ia the beginning,: as 
it fcems, of his reign, that is (as the 
Text informs us) ^^ after that JS[kbjj^ 
■.: ... . P ** chadrezzax 



*' CHADREZZAR King of BafyloH had 
^' carried aiv ay captive Jeconiah /^tf 
*' Sen ^ jEHoiAKtM King of Judah^ 
*' and THE PRiNCESi of Judah^'-^c^ 
The Revelation was made luxdei: tho 
Type of a Bafket of Evil Figs (fee the 
24th chapter) : but as the Judgements, 
therein contained, are deiK)unced not 
only againft the king, but aUb^againft 
^' HIS PRINCES and the Refidufcf ferur. 
^* falem'* (chap, xxiv. 8.) we may pre^ 
furjie^ that this 24th chapter .was not 
revealed till Zedekiak hrad fo fi^r fettled 
himf^lf in the Kingdpm aa to hay;e:^^-! 
pointed princes (77) and other Officers 

(77) •* And as the evil Fi^ wiiich C9<uiot be eaten/ 
** tlMsy 9^e/o e'vil I, furely thiJS fekK. the Lo.f.p ;^ Sp 
** MxW I give Zideki^h the King of Judah, a^d HIS 
" PRINCES, -and the Refiduc of Jerufalim, det rc- 
V nidin in this Land, and tb^that dnmU, itud^Land 
** of ^^//" (for many of t)>? Jews had fled tor Egypt 
for' an Affylum) : ** and I will deliver them to be re- 
f* m^'i^ into- all thcKingdoms of the Earth i^'^their} 
^* ^xt;, (to b/J ai pe jfoaQh-and.a pro?erh>, a tauat and 4 
" curfe^ in ajlplaces whitljer,! fhall drive^them," £sfct 
CMa|); fxiv. S, 9. / ^ * 

' ^nder 



imd€rhtm\ becaufe"ALLTHEPRiNCES,'* 
and all Perfons of any 'DjfiinSlion (78) in 
the former reign, were carried into 
Captivity with their King Jehoiachin 
{1 Kirtgs xxiv. 14.): and therefore, 
-thqugh the levete feritence in the 24th 
chaptei" was denounced in the beginning 
oi Zedekiah^s reign, yet, undoubtedly, 
he had already given fufficient proofs 
that Ills truft was in Man^ and not in 
Got) ; lb that his condemnation was 
juft ! About this time likewife the 
Prophecies contained in the 29th chap- 
ter oi Jeremiah were fent in a letter from 
the Prophet to the Captives at Babylon^ 
by the hands-of the Ambafladors whom 
iZedekiah fent to the King of Babylon. 
In the 1 7th verfe of this chapter the 

ij%) " And he" (Nebuchadnezzar) "carried aw^ 
•* all Jerufalemy and all the princes, and alltht 
'* mighty Men of Valotir, even ten th6ufand Cap- 
** tives, and «// the Craftfmen and Smiths: nonere- 
•* maimd fave the pooreft fort of the People of the ' 
** Xand." 2 Kings xxiv. 14. 

jP a Prophet 
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Prophet repeats a part of the 24th chap- 
ter, relating to the Type of Evil Figs ; 
which (as well as the preamble of each) 
proves that thefe two chapters were de- 
livered about the fame time. The two 
next chapters ('viz. xxx. and xxxi.) feem 
alfo to follow very properly (79). 

In the beginning (80) alfo pf Zede- 
kiah's reign the Prophet Jeremifih de- 
nounced God's Fmgeance againft Elam 
(or Perfia) ; but promifed, at the fame 
time, a future Reftoration. See the 
49th chapter of Jeremiah, from the 

(79) I have before quoted the opinion of Archbifliop 
U/her^ where he fuppofes thefe two chapters might 
perhaps be referred to the date of the 45th cfiaptey^ 
but he afterwards, with more certainty, refer* them, 
to Ihe time of the 29th chapter (ad A. M. 3406), 
which is agreeable alfo to the opinion of Dr. LagbtfoQt 
(Harmony of the Old Teft. p. 159.) 

(80) " In principio regni Sedekiae, Prophetia <fe 
*« Elamitis turn fubigendis turn reftaurandis a Jcrcmra 
" prolata eft (Jer. xlix. 34, 39.)/' ^c. Ad A. M. 
3405, p. 125. 
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34th verfe (81). Whether the Judge^ 
tnents againft Ammon, Edom, Damas- 
cus, ^c* contained in the former part 
of this chapter were delivered alfo at 
the fame time does not appear : it is ra- 
ther more probable that they were deli- 
vered about the fame time with the 46th 
and 48th chapters, vi%. in the fourth 
year of Jehoiakim ; for which opinion 
I have already quoted the authority of 
the learned hlghtfooU Some of thefe 
Nations were doomed to temporal Fen-- 
geance in the beginning of j€homktn!% 
reign. The Prophecy of this Vengeance 
.(contained in the 27th chapter of Jere- 
miah) was to be afterwards communi- 
cated to them, by their own Ambafla^ 

(81) " The Word of the Lord that came to Jtrtm 
** miah the Prophet againft El am in the beginning of 
** the reign of Zbdbkiah King of Judahy faying, 
.«* Thus faith theLoRD oi^o^^'' (Jehovah of Armies) i 
^* Behold, I will hxtdkthe Bow ofElam,*' l^c. The 
Perfians were always famous Archers^ as well as ex* 
cellent Horfemen. 

dors, 



[ ii8 -1 

.4Jor$, in the reign of Zedehah^ which 
could not be done till the latter end, &t 
leaft, of his fourth year ; though th^ 
learned Archbifliop of Armagh places 
that Revelation in the beginning of 
Zedekiah's reign. See ad A. M. 3405^ 
p. 126. (82) 

The 50th and 51ft chapters of Jere- 
miah feem to come next in order of** 
time. They contain dreadful denunci- 
atioxis of God's Fengeance ^nd Retribution 
againft Bttbyloriy the mighty Inftrument 
of God's Vengeance (of which I fhall 
have occafion to fay more hereafter)* 

(82) *' Regum Kdomseorum, Moabitarum> Ammo- 
** nitarutn, Tyri, & Sidonis Legatis Hifemfolyma ad 
** vifitandum novum Regerft Sedekiam venientibusj 
** Deus Jeremiam Vincula & Lora tradercy«^/, ad 
•* Dominos fuos perferenda,'* l^c. 

But the Hcbre^iv Text declares, that God gave tbit . 
charge to 'Jenmiab in the beginning of yeboiakim^i 
reign^ which (I hope) I have already proved where I 
fpeaik of that reign. See alfo Dr. Lightfbot on the 
27th chapter of Jeremiah, in his Harmony of the Old 
Telftament, p. 158. 

In 
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In the 51ft.' chapter (vcr. 60.) we read,, 
that ** Jeremiah wrote in a book all 
" the evil that Jbouli come upon Baby- 
*^ LON, evien all thefe words that are 
*^ tJOritten again^ Babylon ;" which^ of 
courfe, muft include both chapters : and 
we are enabled to afcertain the date of 
them by the preceding verfe ; which 
(together with the following verfes) in- 
forms us, that the Prince Seraiah wai 
directed to read the faid Prophecies at 
Babylon, when he went there with Ze-* 
DEK I A H . id the fourtB year- df his reigni 
and was aiterwards to cafi the*Book into 
the midfl of the River Euphrates. Jet ^ 

There is no particular mention in 
Scripture of any tranfadlions oiZedekiah 
between the fqurtb aadf ninth yeaira \o€ 
his reign ;. only thzt ^^ he rebelled again/l 
*' the King of Babylon in fending Anhaf 
♦^ fadors intot Egypt y that they might give 

^* him 
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" bim Horfes and much People ;*' fo that 
he feems to have entertained a foolifh 
and wicked defire to render himfelf ab- 
folute and independent by means of a 
Standing Army of foreign Mercenaries ; 
for he not only endeavoured td procure 
Horfes from Egypt, but alfo " much 
" People (S^).'' Ezek. xvii. 15. And as 
he vainly put his whole truft in a military 
Force^ th^folemn Oaihy which he had fo 
lately taken, was made toy ield to his poli^ 
iJcalviewSy though he had called God to 
witnefsl So that the perjured Monarch's 
WILL AND PLEASURE was preferred to 
that RIGHTEOUSNESS in the execution 
of Covenants and Laws which alone can 
ejiahlif}) the "Thrones of Kings (84), and 

of 

. (83) " Shall he profper ? (hall he efcapc that doth 
" firch (things) f" Ezek. xvii. 15. 

• ( 84) * * Take aijuay />&« w i c K E D from Irfori the Kimgp 
** and his "Throne Jhall he established in Ria»xE- 
** OU3NE8S.'* Prov. X3fv. 5. — ** For the Throne is 
" ejlablijbed hj kigh t e b b sV E s s ." Chap. xvi. 1 1 . 

"In 
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of \^hich his new name (Zedekiah, or 
Righ4eoufnefs of Jehovah) was. eertainljr 
intended to remind him. This wicked* 
policy was ccnfured in the fevereft terms 
by the Prophet E^ekiel : — •' Shall he 
pro/per V (faid the Prophet) " (hall 
he efcape that doth fuch (things),? or 
** (hall he br^ak the Covenant,' and be 
^* delivered ? As I live, faith the Lord 
" God, furely in the place (where) 
** the King (dwelleth) that made him 
** King, whofe Oath he de(pifed, and 
*' whofe Covenant he brake, (even) with 
*' him, in the midft of Babylon, he 

*<In KIGHTEOV^VIESS J!falt thou ieM^TABLUHS^D.** 

Ifaiah liv. 14. 

" And IN MERCY SHALL THE THRONE BE ESTAB* 

** LiSHEDy and be fiall Jtt Upon it in truth, in tbg 
** Tabernacle ofDa^d, judging andfeeking Judgemmt^* 
(or Jaftice), ** ^^^i&ii^'«^RioHTEousNEss."^ Ifaiah 
xvi. 5. The conftant leflbn of the Prophet Jeremiah 
to Zedekiah and the Hoafe of David was—** Execute 
** ye JUDGEMENT and righteousness, and deliver 
** tbe Spoiled out of the hand of the OppreJ/or^Do no 

•* WRONG, do no violence to THE STRANGER," 

Q^ ** fhall 
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^ (hall die- Neither ihaU Pharaoh (»5)y 
** with (his) mighty Army^ and greOb- 
♦,* Company, make for hiiir in the Wary. 
^^ by cafling up Mounts, and buildihg 
•* Forts, to cut off many peribns. Se6- 
*• ing lie dcfpifed the oath,, by h^eak^ 
** ifig the Covenant (whea^ fo, he had 
^^ given his hand)^ and hath done aU 
*' thefe (things)^ he (hall* not efcapc 
** Therefore thus faith the Lord Qod*j 
** A$ I live, furdy miriq Oath that hfe 
** hath defpifed, and my Coyenant diat 
V he hath broken, even it I vn^recom^ 
** pcnfe upon his own headk And"! will 
** fprcad my Net upon him, and he 
" (hall be taken in my Snare : and I 

(85} For Pharaoh was alfo one of thofe miftaken 
Monarehi who placed his whole troft in MBlitary Power> 
and was cenfored alfo by the fame Prophet for his. foUy 
and prefumption. << Thus faith the Lord God; Be- 
'* hold, I (am) againft thee^Bharaoh King of Eg^rp^ 
'* the great Dragon that lieth in the midft of his.Ri. 
*• vers, which hath faid, my River (is) mine own, and 
•« I have made (it) for myfelf. But 1 will pui my Hooks 
<* in thy ^aws,'* ^c. Esick. xxix, 3, 4. 

" wiU 
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-^^ will iring bm to Babylon^ aad wiU 
.^* fpfead with hixja there for bis treipafs 
^^ ihat he hstfh trestpafled againft me* 
" A»4 M iis.f^ifhes, ,witk ^ Ms 

tary Forces, m wbi«h he tmfted), 
^* fliaH fall by. the 6 word:; and 'diey 
^' that xtvsmn iQbaUjbe jfibaitcered toward 
f* all winds : and ye Jball know that I 
f' the Lord ha^ejpokm k.^* Ezek. xyii^ 
15—21. Thus Zedekiah's Fate was 
appointed to be one of the many proofs 
which God youehfafed to the Jews, to 
demonftrate the TtMth of liis iRevehf* 
tion by the Prophets. 

In the nmth year of Zedekiah the 
impending Venge^ice becanae yifible 
jby the near approach of the Babylonian 
Army, a^ I haye bc^re remarked in 
page 2fi : for then he^m to be fulfilled 
what had been foretold not only in the 
fourrfi year of J^hoifikim^ but, probably, 
■< ■ . ' Q^ alfq 
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:ilfo in the reign of Jofiah. Compare 
J*r. i. 15. with XXV. ^.- Ifi tfafeforttier; 
God declares,— •* ImUadlail /A^F^ 
^ milies of the Kjngibmstfibi N^hhy** 
$Sc. and in the latter, >* Behold, / w/// 
^ fend and take all the Famlies of the 
\^ North, faith the Lord*' (thereby 
marking his abfolute diiSe£l:ioli of them); 
**• and Nebuchadrezzar the King of 
** Babylon my servant, and will 
" bring them againfi thh Land^ &c^ 

And accordingly, after Nebuchad-r 
ac^zar had ftrengthcned his Enxpijre, by 
reducing to his obedience all the King^ 
doms of the ^JJyrian as well as the Syrian 
Dominion (which latter lay to /i&^i^r/^ 
of Judaea, and extended quite up to 
j^nnenia, theyfri»w/tf«themfelves being 
no other than Syrians j iox Aram is the 
proper name in Scripture jfor SyriaJ, he 
compelled the conquered Nations to 
fiffift him in reducing others to a lifc^ 
^ fervUe 
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fervile fubjeftion under his own arbitrarjr 
//^///, without perceiving that he and 
they, colleMivefyj were but a mere m- 
ftrument of Fengeance (86) in the hands 
of tie Lord of Hofts^ or God of Armies I 
for we read in the 34th chapter of Je- 
remiah, that Nebuchadnezzar literally- 
fulfilled the former Prophecies by com^ 
ing to fight againft Jerufalem, with 

^S6) ** And thus <was Nebuchadnezzar rai/edup 
** hyGodj to le a $cov KG e'* (compare this with what 
I have already remarked concerning that Monarch in 
pages 679 68, 83, and 84) ** to all the nations 
** about him, /br the Punijhmtnt of their Sins. Ne - 

<' B.UCHADNE9ZAR had, indeed, OTHBR TRINOi 

f ViN HIS H^AD. Thi^t which he d.e£gned, was the 
•'gratifying his own Ambition, . and enlarging his 
•^ Dominions : bat thefe were not the ends which God 
^< had to ferve by him. God made ufe of him as his 
** instrument* as his servant (for fo he calls 
•• him)y for the rendering to the nations thatjuft RE- 
**• cOMPSNCB of vbnqbancb 'v^hich their Sins caUed 
** for. I mention thfe things the rather hecaufethey are 
*' Infiances of God* s dealing <with Heathen Nations y nvho 
* ' njLcre undet noparticidar Covenant nvith God.'* Arch* 
biihop Ship's Sermons, VoL I. Serm, 8^ intituled, 
** Virtue aiid Religion the only means to make a 
^Nation pfofpefcklsj" ^t>. 2<»9, 9th Bditaoh« 

i • ' ' " all 



*^ all his ^rmy, and all the ISngdams cf 
^' the Earth of his DommMj^ ^. I 
have already related the Me£^e vhich 
Zedekiah fent to the Proi)hist^ Jeremiah 
"on this occafion, with the Piofdieit's 
Anfwec, which is the fubjofl: of the ztA 
chapter ; and that the Prophet, was dif 
x^OiQ^ alfo to repeat the Sulge^t of thalt 
Aqfwer in the prdence of Zedekiah and 
his whole Court ; which leads me once 
more to the confideJration of the izd 
chapter, the difficulty of which had 
obliged me to go back, and inveftigate 
the Hiftories of the preceding Princes of 
Judah, and of the Times when the fe- 
veral Prophecies againft thetn by yere^ 
miah were revealed : and though this 
neceffary digreflion has, I fejir, been 
extended to a much greater length than 
is confident with due order and method^ 
yet, 1 truft, my candid Readers wiil 
excufe this defeft in mere matter of. 
form, if thoy feowld fiad any thing: if 

my 



ciydigreffiDir that may tend to Uiui^ 
trate,. atxuott rQXuier more familiar to the 
graemlitj of Readers, that excellent 
Books iiie^CJoM«aioii df Jeremiah's Pro- 
phada^ va whidi aU Mankind are ma- 
terialfy vo»cerned attd intei?efted : for 
the Certainty of God* s Fengeance upon 
^ichdMathns is unqucftionahly demon- 
ftrat^ iw the Pfcopbecies of yeremiah ; 
fo that the Tenour of that ttrhoJe BooJty 
indeed, relates, in fbme degree, to my 
prefent ftibjeft, dioilg^ I had at firft 
intended to*C0iifine myfelf,^' in this Traift^ 
to the examination only of the 21ft, 
?zd, arid. J4th chapters^ as being more 
particularly ItevellQd againft Oppreffbrs^ 
TyrmtSy zwd^ Slave-holders ! 

CoGMnentatc^s have generally co«-» 
cerved, that the Diviife Meflage, rci-» 
corded ilk the %£d chapter (from the be- 
ginning to the 1 9th verfe at Iteaft), was 
not delivered to 2>i3W/^J&, but to 3^^^/- 
z " ■ akim^ 
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dkim^ bccaufe a Prophecy ag;ainfl' the 
latter is recorded in the i8th Verfe, Wz* 
" Therefore'' (faid the Prbphet,. refer- 
ring back to the Offences befbrc-xnen- 
tioned). ** thus faith the UoH^ CbKCERN-* 
** iNO Jehoiakim^ the Son of Jtfiah^ 
^* Eang of Judah ; They fhall not lament 
^' for him^ faying^ Ah, tny Brother V^ 
&c. " Hejhall be buried with the burial 
** of an Afs;' '&c. 

But if we carefully examine die whole 
chapter, with reference to the chapter 
which precedes, as well as that which 
follows, it will be found mxich more 
intelligible, coherent, and firings when 
the whole is confidered as one conti* 
nued Addrefs to Zedekiah^ reminding 
him of the Judgements denounced (and 
then, indeed, fulfilled) againft his im- 
mediate Predeceflbrs, exadlly according 
to the order of their reigns^ and ex-* 
prefsly for the fame Offences (\;/«^Op- 

PHi^SSIONy 
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pRESsioN, and the NegleSl of Justice 
and Right) for which he himfelf, hy 
name J is condemned in the 21ft chap- 
ter. The only difficulty which attends 
this conftruftion is occafioned by the 
Engliih Tranflators having ufed the^r^- 
fent tenfe^ in the i ith, i.8th, and 24th 
verfes (where the prater tenfe would 
certainly have been much more proper) ; 
viz. " Thus faith the Lord/* inftead 
of *^ Thusy2/;y the Lord to, orconcern- 
** ing, Jehoiakim^^ &€. which latter 
is the literal conftrtidion of the original, 
and is always fo exprefled in the inter- 
lineary Latin Verlion of the London 
Polyglot, viz. ^^ Sic dixit Dominus C^ for 
though in many other places it is indif- 
ferent to the fenfe, whether the prefent 
Qi prater tenfe is ufed, yet in thefe above- 
mentioned it makes a very material difr 
ference ; becaufe the Prophet is only re- 
minding Zedekiah of the Prophecies 
which he had before denounced (or, at 
R leafl. 



I 
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kaft, to the fame effect) ag^inft kis dif-. 
obedient Predecefibrs ; as that, for m- 
fiance, againft yehoiakim i)»s firfl: deli-» 
vered by Banich the Scribe (though pot 
exa£Uy in the fame words,' yet furely 
to the fame purport) in the prefence of 
Jeboiakim hiinfelf, after he had burnt 
the Roll of Jeremiah's Prophecies, viz. 
*' His dead Body Jball be cafi out in the 
" Day to the Heat, and in the Night to 
*' the Fro/i ;" (Jer. xxxyi. 30.) which is 
the fame thing, in effeS, as to '* he 
*' buried with the burial of an Afs^ drawn 
** and cq/l forth (87)," ^c. according to 

the 

(^7) *^ Jehoiakimusy a Chaldxis captos, abjedlas 
** f ait h/efultus: ncmpe/e^uhura jifiniyepultusj tra^lus 
*' & projedlus ultra portas Hierofolymornm ; juxta 
** Prophetiam Jerem. xxii. 18, 19. & xxxvi. jo. licet, 
^.* ad commanem Natarx Legem refpecltt liabito, dorr 
" miviffe dicatur ille cum Patribus fuis. 2 Reg. xxiv. 
•' 6." Ad A. M. 3405. Though the learned Arch- 
bifhop, in the above fentence, fuppofes", indeed, that 
the quotation he there makes from the iid €hapter i& 
really a Prophecy^ and not merely (as I fuppofe) the 
kepetition ofaProfhecy^ yet it is plain that he eHeiSjned 

it 
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the repetition', of the Prophecy before 
Zedekiah^^ as related in chap. xxli. 
i8, 19, ' ^ 

The Prophet, m the beginning of the 
chapter, is dire<9:^d to ^^ go down to the 
*^ Houje of the King of judah^ andfpeak 
-^: THERE this IVord^ and fay ^ Hear the 
.« f^ord/f the Lord, O King of Judah, 

, ^\ THAT SITTEST UPON THE THRONE 

- " OF David/' G^c. Now the queftion 
is, who was the Prince who then fat 
upon the Throne of Liavidj to whom the 
Divine Meflage -was directed ?• whether 
Sballutn, Jehoiakimj Jehoiachin, or Ze- 
dekiahJ \. It could not be ShaUum (tho* 
he is the ftrft mentioned thereih), be- 

. caufe -the Text 'defcribes him expressly 
as one " which ivifi^ forth out kf this 
'' place^^ being already carried into cap- 

t 

Jt-jof the fafne •j^ppift^witb tlje originalefftOphtcy, hi 
the 36th p^iajjter, by his -quoting thep together, : in 

R 2 tivity 
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i^izj Tf ^^aansff^y jr, ■ w j 4m1 the JBier* 
noear if C3it FroQitecT spiiifc lam was^ 
•irx - j» jfcc.' -nan » iBTs^"* Sc Sec 
z::r ::t:c:ng:5rj£ 111 :iLe rt LC i i ic tfe where- 
ia ic ^ nraniiiTcti^ rsL ia» ii, and 
Lz^ -vouri III :» SK^ ^oMBf Bmrthttt. 
A^j-ii:^ :c li^ --^^c jiiilr dnr ydmiaiim 
(^'*:i<j :5 3t:acun;id aext in Older) was 
iitTT ■;: s r-^m/t'^ F :/ac^ hcrarf- his Son 

ar \i:-..'aii4iL'^ :^ msciiffcridd in the cxmti* 
:ia.:uc:= :rf ciic: i^oxe Decbntion, in a 
:2Uv;v:a !ii*;r<? c^mpicuoos li^t than y^- 
s^'^iUtCiiu ^\xuitii^ "^^^ -^H'*'^^^ in the 
tievvuvi pencil^ js iipretaot at the time 
^t the DeaujatciodoD^ taou ^ IwiUgrve 
^" THK£ £Mw the band of Am that feck 

*' THY L£/^," ^C- *' .Jh/ / W/// C^ 

And though Jelmacbifij probably, 
was the reigning Prmce upon the 
Throne, when this fcvere Prophecy 

againfl 
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againft him was fr/i of all denounced ; 
and alfo though he is exprefsly Ipoken 
of, in the 28th verfe, as prefent, viz. 
" "This Man Coniah ;'• yet he was not 
the Prince thztfat *' upon the throne of 
** Ikmd^^ when Jeremiah repeated (as * 
I conceive) thefefeveral Prophecies^ men- 
tioned in the 22d chapter ; becaufe the 
Prophet, after a moft fblemn and alarm- 
ing ex<;lamation ('* O Earth, Earth, 
^* E AJur u, hear the Word of the Lord r J 
concludes his Meffage with a dreadful 
Sentence againft a Prince whom he alfb 
calls '' this Man^^ as if prelent (vi%. 
*' Write ye this man childlefi^)^ which 
by no means agrees with the cafe either 
of Jehoiakim or Coniah. The former cer- 
tainly was not childlefs ; for, hefides^ hts 
Son Jehoiachin^ or Coniah^ it is not im- 
probable but that " Daniel and hisfeJ- 
^' lows^* (or, at leaft, fome of them) 
were alfo the Children of Jehoiakim; 
fbr they were " OF th£ king's sEisip, 

" and 
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•^ AJID OF THE PRINC^s''i(Daa..i. 3.) 

that were carried to Babyioo in the 

third year ,(or rathef the fourth y^ar) 

of Jehpiaiimj when that Moitorch was 

\ twenty-eight or twenty-^nine years of 

. ijg?. . And it is as certaiji^ t\iJSit:Q(ffiiah^ 

pr Jehaiachin^ was not cb^^l^^. jjecaufe 

. eq^prefs mentioiiis mJi4^of ;hi§ *S^^.(or 

.Children) in the 28th yerfe of this 2 id 

chapter, n;k. thzt^^ he and bh snnjy are 

^* cafi into a Lafi^ that they know not ;'* 

and no lefs than eight Sc^rs of his a^e 

exprefsly mentioned in i Chroijriii- 1 7, 

18. (88). Neither did Con^ah losje 

his Children during the Captivity (as 

the learned Mr. Goadby^ \n hopesof rc- 

rooviug,the difficulty, has ventured tp 

aflert (89); for he was fp jfar from 

LOSING 

(S3) " The Sops c/Jecoisiah*' (the fame with Co- 
niah) " jfj^f ^alatbiel his Son, Malcbiram alfo, artd 
\\J?ediniah, z^^^ihtnav^, Jecamiqif, Ho/hatia^ and 
" litdabiah:' 1 Chron, iii. 17, 18. 

(89) ''Writeyttbis MancbiU/efi:'] «' That he had 
** Children" (fays Mr. GoaSyJ " appears from the 
2. " 28tb 
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LOSING hi» Children during his Capti^" 
viiy^ that it is probfable thej^ were inoft of^ 
them born during the Capiiviiy ; for hd 
was but " eighteen yeafs of age when 
*' he began to reign, and he reigned in 
*' Jerufalem" (only) " three moMhs^^ 
(2 Kings xxiv. 8.) ^^ and ten days^ 
{2; Chron, xxxvi. 9.): {o that it is not 
eafy to conceive, that he could have fo 
many as eight Children before he was 
carried to Babylon. But the matter is put 
out of difpute by the Apoftle Ma.t- 
THEW, who informs us exp'refsly^ that 
^' AFTER they were irotight to Babylon^ 
*' Jechonias begat Saiathiel; and 
" Salathiel be^at ZoroVabel \\ &c. Mat. 
i. 12. from whence a regular iilcceffion 
is continued for more than five hundred 
years,, down to yofeph the Hu/band of 
the Bleffed Virgin. The Prophecy, 
therefore, of Jeremiah, ^* Write ye this 

" 28th verfe; and therefore this is a Frophecy that hq 
" ftiould lofe them during his Caftivit^^* 

^< Man 
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•* Mm tblliUfsr could not relate to 
Comsh^ nor to any other Prince of the 
Houie of David, cotemporary with ye-^ 
rtmiaby except Zedekiah alone, and 
mbim it -was, indeed, literally fulfilled i 
for •• tbe KiMg of Baiylon Jlew the Sons 
^^ of Zedekiah m Riblah before his 
«* Eyes^* (Jer. xxxix. 6.) : which clearly 
aniwers to the Prophecy, ** JfYae ye 
•* /iw Man childless (po).** Now, 

as 



(90) I k«ve ttkes tlie moie pains to explain this 
nectflary applkadon of die Prophecy^ becaufe^ 
aaMMi|:ft tb« CommaitatQrs that have erroneoofly ap- 
plied it to Ctmimh^ I hare to oppofe tlie weighty au- 
thority of the Tenr leaned and worthy Archbiihop of 
Armagh, for whole teftimony, in general^ I have 
the higheft efteem, thoogh here I am oUiged lo dif- 
lent firom him> on account of the foperior authority of 

the Text. He fays, «« Cmtrm hmm^* (fpeaking of 

Jshoiachik) ** tt^MriJbam Dii JmSdmm Jkmumciahm 
** iximt imjmt capitis xxii. y<ranur, Jimtmtim bmc^ f^afi 
*^ iu mBm rt/rrtrndit d'twum cnclmfim. ScaiBiT£ ¥|- 

** aUM HUNG LiBEaiS CAaEKTEM, ViaUM NOH 

** paospsaATuauM in diebussuis: kau yoif 
*^ paospBnABiTva db seminb ejus <^isqjrAM 
^* sfissuavs IN soLio DATiniSy ar pomxhatv- 
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as it is manifeft, that the laft verfe of 
the 22d chapter of Jeremiah was ad- 

drefled 

** Rus AMPLius IN JuDA, Jcf. xxii. 30." Vide ad 
A. M. 3405, p, 123. This by no means agrees with 
the cafe of Jihoiacbin^ but is perfedlly anfwerable to 
that of iedekiabj who was not only rendered childhfs 
by the Sword, but was alfo ** « man tbat'^ did •* not 
«* pro/per in bis days ;" for he afterwards lingered out 
amiferable life, blind and in chains, at Babylon* ! 
whereas Jehoiachini who was carried into Captivity 
before him, did, after that time, really ** prosper. 
*' in his DAYS ;" for though he had done e'vil in the 
Jight of the Lord^ for which he was removed, as I hav6 
before remarked, yet the great Searcher of Hearts 
perceived fomething in him worthy of the Divine 
Mercy, as alfo in feveral others that were carried into 
Captivity at the fame time, which was declared very 
foon after the commencement of their punifhment, and 
a mitigation was then promifed by the Prophet Jere- 
miah, under the type of ** a Bafket of Good Figs" (fee 
the 24th chapter) : whereas Zedekiah and thofe who 
temainftd with him were likened to a Bafket of Evil 
Figsy to which a heavy curfe was annexed, perfe&lj 
agreeable to the fcvere fentence in chap, xxii. 50, 
which I have applied to Zedekiah^ and as perfeSily un- 
applicable to Jeboiacbin. The latter^ and thofe that 

♦ " Moreover" (feys the Text) " he**ithc fong of Babylon) 
#« PUT OUT ZedekjAh's EYES, dttd bound him ivith 
•* c HA INS, to catr^ him to Babylon." Jcr. xKsix. 7. 



dreffed to Zedekiah^ it is equally mani- 
feft that the beginning of it was alfo 

addrefled 

were carried away with him, had an abfolute promife 
of Grace, Peace, and Pro/perity • ; thit, like the 
GOOD FIGS, God would acknowledge them, and 
fet his eyes upon them FOR GOOD, and would 
bring them again to their own Land (that is, fome of 
them, and their Defcendants) ; that he would build 
them, and not pull them down, ^c, that he would 
gi<ve them an heart to kno^w him ; lie upon the whole, 
that they were in the Land of the Chaldaeans FOR 
THEIR GOOD. And accordingly the Scriptures 
bear a remarkable teftimony concerning ** THE 
•* GOOD" which God referved for feboiachin/' in 

" THE LAND OP THE ChAI.D^ANS." So that hc 

mull neceflarily be faid to have ^^ pro/pered in his days ;" 
for we readexprefsly, that " Evil-Mbrodach King 
<« of Babylon, in the (fir ft) year of his reign, lifted up the 
" head of Jehoiachin King of Judab, and brought 
** him out of pr if on, and f pake kindly unto him, and set 

* «« Tbusfattb the Lord the God of IJracl ; like theft G0OI> 
** FIGS, fo will I (icknowledge tbem that are carried awajhCdpHve 
**■ efjudah'* (viz. Jecouiah and the Princes of Judah, with th« 
Carpenters and Smiths that were carried with diem ; fee th« 
firft verfc), ** -whom Ihavefent out of this place into the Land •/ 
«* the Chaldeans for (their) good. For I ivill fet mini eye^ 
*^ upon them for good, and I will bring them again to this 
** Land ; and I will build them, and not pull (them) down ; and 
*« I will plant them, and not pluck (them) up. And I will give' 
*« them AN HEART TO know me that I (am) the Lord ; 
<* and they fiall he my People, and I will be their God: fortheyt 
" Jball return unto me with their whole heart.** Jcr. xxTv. 5— ?• 

** HIS 
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addrcffed to him (91); for the firft 
part of the Divine Meffage, in this 2 2d 

chapter, 

** HIS THRONE ABOVE THE THRONE OF THE KIN(?8 

•* THAT (fwerej with him in Babylon" (fo that of 
him» who, was thus fet up, as in the higheft place of 
favour, upon a Throne, in the prefence of the moft 
powerful King at that time upon earth, it could not 
befaid, that " be did -not proffer in his days^^* efpc- 
cially as this extraordinary favour and profperity lalled 
all bis days ; for we read in the Text, that) " be did 
<« CONTINUALLY eat bread before binC^ (the Baby- 
lonian Monarch) " ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE. 
** And (for) bis diet 9 tbere nuas a continual diet 
** ginjen bint of t be King of Babylon ^ euery day aportion^ 
"UNTIL THE DAY OF HIS DEATH, ALL 

" THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE." Jer._ In. 31 34. 

Surely, therefore, it would, be as improper to fay 
of ibis Man Jehoiachin (who had fo great a (hare 
of prosperity), that " be did not profper in bis 
** daysy** as to ** ijjrite bim childless,'* who had fo 
many children, and fo long and compleat a fuccef- 
iion of Defcendants, fome of whom, as Salatbiel and 
Zorobabel, were Rulers inJudah, though they did 

not " SIT UPON THE THRONE OF DaVID !" Thc 

Prophecy, therefore, of thefe unhappy circumftancet, 
the Deprivation of Children, and fFant of Profperity, in 
the zzdchapter^ codd not by any means relate to Ji' 
hciacbin or bis Defcendants ; and there was no other 
Monarch after him " upon the Throne of Dawd'* to 
whom it could be applied^ except Zeobki ab aJone, 

Sz (9O I 
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dkirAi becdufe a Prophecy againft" thd 
latter is recorded in the 1 8th Verfe, Wz. 
« Therefore" (faid the Prophet, refer- 
ring back to the OfFehces! before-men- 
tioned). ** thus faith the Lo^dj concern- 
** iNO Jehoiakim^ the Son (f'Jo/ud)^ 
^' King of Judah ; They fhall not lament 
^^ for him^ faying^ Ah, tny Brother V^ 
&c '' Hejhall be buried with the burial 
*^ ofanJfs^'^c. 

But if we carefully examine the whole 
chapter, with reference t6 the chapter 
which precedes, as well as that which 
follows, it will be found much more 
intelligible, coherent, and ftrikingf when 
the whole is confidered as one conti* 
nued Addrefs to Zedekiah^ reminding 
him of the Judgements denounced (and 
then, indeed, fulfilled) againft his im- 
mediate Predeeeffors, exadlly according 
to the order of their reigns, and ex- 
prefsly for the fame Offences (viz^O^^ 

PHESSION, 



\ 
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pREssioN, and the Negledl of Justice 
and Right) for which he himfelf, by 
namey is condemned in the 21ft chap- 
ter. The only difficulty which attends 
this conftruftion is occafioned by the 
Englifli Tranflators having ufed the pre-^ 
Jent tenfcj in the i ith, i8th, and 24th 
verfes (where the prater tenfe would 
certainly have been much more proper) ; 
viz. ** Thus fahh the Lord,'* inftead 
of ** TYiMS /aid the Lord to, or concern- 
** ing, Jehoiakim^^ &c. which latter 
is the literal conftruftion of the original, 
and is always {o exprefled in the inter- 
Eineary Latin Verfion of the Londoa 
Polyglot, viz. ^^ Sic dixit Dominus C^ for 
though in many other places it is indif* 
ferent to the fenfe, whether, the prefent 
or prater tenfe is ufed, yet in thefe above-- 
mentioned it makes a very material di& 
ference ; becaufe the Prophet is only re- 
minding Zedekiah of the Prophecies 
which he had before denounced (or, at 
R leajft. 
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leaft, to the fame efFedt): agaiuft hisdif- 
obedietit Predeceffors ? as that, for i»-, 
ftance, agaihft Jehoiakinp ^a$ .firft deli- 
vered by Baruch the Scribfc (though \\ot 
exactly in the fame ^yords,/ yet furely 
to the fame purport) in the pi^efence of 
Jehoiakim himfelf, after te had burnt 
the Roll of Jeremiah^ Prophecies, viz. 
* ' His dead Body Jhall be cq/l out in the 
" Day to the Heatj and in the Night to 
*' the Frojl ;'' (Jer. xxxyi. 30.) which is 
the fame thing, in- efFefl:, as to *' he 
*^ buried with the burial of an AJs^ drawn 
*' and cq/l forth {Zy)^'' ^c. according to 

the 

(^7) ** Jehoiakmusy a Chaldaeis caiptas, abjeflus 
*,' fuitifg/efultus: nem^e /ipulfurd ji^fiijffultus^ tragus 
** & projetflus ultra portas Hierofolyraorum ; juxta 
" Prophctiam Jerem. xxii. i8, 19. & xxxvi. jo. licet, 
*.* ad communem Nataras Legem rcfpeclu liabico, dorr 
" miviffe dicatur ille cum Patribus fuis. 2 Reg. xxiv, 
*' 6." Ad A. M. 3405. Though the learned Arch- 
biQiop, in the above fcntence, fuppofesr, indeed, that 
the quotation he there makes from the izd (hapter is 
really a Prophecyy and not merely (as I fuppofe) the 
Repetition of a Prophecy^ yet it is plain that he efleemed 

it 
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the repetition', of the Prophecy before 
2^dekiah,i as. related in chap. xxii. 
r8, 19. ' 

The Prophet, m the beginning of the 
chapter, is dire<9:^d to ^^ go down to the 
** Houfe of the King ofjudah^ and /peak 
>t: THERE this War d^ und fay^ Hear the 
" UTord^f the Lord, O King of Judah, 

, -^* -THAT SITTEST UPON THE THRONE 

'* OF David," ^c. Now the queftiou 
is, who was the Prince who thenyZ// 
upon the Throne of David, to whom the 
Divine Meflage^was diredled ?• whether 
Shallum, ^ehoiakimy Jehoiachin, or 2V- 
dekiahJ • It could not be ShaUufn (tho* 
he is the iiift mentioned therein), be- 
. caufe-the Text 'defcribes liim expressly 
as one '' which witA forth buf'of i&is 
" place^^ being already carried into cap- 

T^Tof the fafne ^JH^portiwith t^eoiiginay}fopht<y,M 
the 36th f^apter^ by his 43 noting them togctheri :in 

"^ R 2 tivity 



tivity by Pharaoh-Necbo ; and the 5iirr- 
then of the Prophecy againft him was, 
that '' he Jhall return no morcy^ &c. See 
the endings of all the three verfes where- 
in he is mentioned, viz. lo, ii, and 
1 2 J which all end with that Burthen. 
Again, it is not Ukely that Jehoiakim 
(who IS mentioned next in order) was 
then the reigning Prince^ becauie his Son 
and ?>wQctSov Jehoiachin (dJizs Cmiah^ 
or Jeconiah) is mentioned in the conti* 
nuance of the fame Declaration, in a 
Jtnuch more confpicuous light than Je^ 
boiakim himfelf, being addrefled in the 
fecond perfon, as if prefent at the time 
of the Denunciation, vi%. ^^ I will give 
^' THfiE into the hand of them that feek 
*• THY Life;' &c. '' And I will caft 

*' THEE out;* &C^ 

And though Jehoiachin^ probably, 
was the reigning Prince upon the 
Throne, when this fevere Prophecy 

againft 
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againft him was fr/i of all denounced ; 
and alio though he is exprefsly fpoken 
of, in the 28th verfe, as prefent, viz. 
" l^his Man CoNi ah ;" yet he was not 
the Prince thzt fat ** upon the throne of 
^^ Davidj^ when Jeremiah repeated (as * 
I conceive) thefefeveral Prophecies^ men- 
tioned in the 2 2d chapter ; becaufe the 
Prophet, after a moft Iblemn and alarm- 
ing excjlamation ('* O Earth, Earth, 
^* Eaultu, hear the Word of the Lord rj 
conckides his Meffage with a dreadfiil 
Sentence againft a Prince whom healfo 
calls *^ this Manj'^ as if prefent (viz* 
*' IVriteye this man childlefs^^)^ which 
by no means agrees with the cafe either 
of Jehoiakim or Coniah. The former cer- 
tainly was not childlefs ; for, befides hts 
Son Jehoiachin^ or Coniah^ it is not im- 
probable but that " Daniel and his f el- 
*^ Aw/* (or, at leaftj feme of them) 
were aifb the Children of '^EuoiAKimi 
for they were " of THfi- itfNG^s sEisip, 

: '* AND 
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" a;^d of the princes -".(Daiui- 3.) 

.iriMt were carried to Uzhylon in the 

fhird yq^ ,(or rather" the fourth year) 

:q{ Jebpiakimj when that MQI!iPxch was 

\tw€^nty-eight or twenty-»xiio:e years of 

. Jig?. . And it is as cert^iu t^sitsC^iai?^ 

pr Jehaiachinj was nQ^chii4^^. Jbecaufe 

.e^prefs mention .is niJi4e^c>f;hi5 iSft?^j(or 

.Children) in the 25th yerfeof this 2 id 

chapter, ^m. tlizt}' f^e and his szzd are 

*♦ ca/i into a I^nd thai they 'know not ;'* 

and no lefs than eight Scjjis of his aye 

exprefsly mentioned in i C|>roi)#:iii. 1 7, 

18. (88). Neither did C^^ losje 

his Children during the Captivity, (as 

the learned Mr. Goadiy, \n hopes of rc- 

moving.the dijfficulty, has yea^ured tp 

. affert (8p) ; for he was fo j£ar froai 

.LOSING 

(8S). " T^e So^s c/ Jeconi'ah" (the fame with Co- 
■ ttiah) '" j^, ^alathiel his Sort, Mdlchiram alfo, artd 
'\\]Pedjniah^,2i^^^^hinasiiary Jecamicih^ HoJhAmia^ and 
" Nedahiah.'' i Chron. iii. 17, 18. ' 

. (89) '''Write ye this Mancbildle/s:'] « That.hc h^ 

*'« Children" (fays Mr. Goadhy) " appears from the 

z " 28th> 



LOSING his Children during his Coptic" 
viiy^ ' that it is probfable thei^ were inoft of' 
ihefn born during the Capiiviiy ; for het 
was but " eighteen years of age when 
*' he began to reign, and he reigned in 
*' Jerufalem"' (only) *' thrive moAth^'' 
(2 Kings xxiv. 8.) ** and ten days^ 
(2: Ghron, xxxvi. 9.): {o that it is not 
eafy to conceive, that he could have fo 
many as eight Children before he waf 
carried to Babylon. But the matter is put 
out of difpute by the Apoftle Ma.t- 
THEW, who informs us exprefsly^ that 
" AFTER they were iroiight to Bahylony 
*' Jechonias bega'v Saiathiel'; and 
" Salathiel begat Zorobabel ;'* &c. Mat. 
i. I s. from whence a regular iucceflion 
Is continued for more than five hundred 
years,, down to yofeph the Hu/band of 
the Bleffed Virgin. The Prophecy, 
therefore, of Jeremiah, ^* IVriteye thii 

" 28th verfe; and therefore this is a Frophecy that hq 
" ftiould lofe them during his CaftivitjfJ'* 

'. . . *« Man 
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** Man cbtldlefsr could not relate to 
Coniahy nor to any other Prince of the 
Houfe of David, cotemporary with Je^ 
rtmlah^ except Zedekiah alone^ and 
in him it -was, indeed, literally fulfilled \ 
^ for ** the King of Babylon fiew the Sons 
** of Zedekiah in Riblah before his 
«* Eyes'* ( Jer. xxxix. 6.) : which clearly 
anlwers to the Prophecy, ** Write ye 
•* this Man childless (90)/' Now, 

as 



(90) I have taken the more pabs to explain this 
neceflary application of the Prophecy^ becaufe^ 
amongft the Commentators that have erroneoudy ap- 
plied it to Coniaht I have to oppofe the weighty au- 
thority of the very learned and worthy Archbifhop of 
Armagh, for whofe teftimony, in general^ I have 
the higheft efteem» though here I am obliged id dif. 
fent fi^m him» on account of the fuperior authority of 

the Text* He fays, " Contra bune** (fpeaking of 

Jehoiachxn) ** fever iffimum Dei Juiidum dtuunciatum 
•• extat in Jim capitis xxii. Jtrem^^ fentintia hac^ qnafi 
'* in a3a referenda^ domum conclufum. ScRi9iT£ vf- 

*^ RUM HUNG LIBERIS CARENTEM, VIRUM NGN 
*^ FROSPERATURUM IN OIEBUSSVIS: NAM N09 
•* PROSPERABITUR DB SEMINE EJUS <yXISqUAB» 
«< SE8SVI.VS IN 80LI0 DaVIDXS^ tT POMINATU* 
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•^s it is manifeft, that the laft verfe of 
the 22d chapter of Jeremiah was ad- 

drefled 

'* Rus AMPLius IN JuDA, Jcf. xxii. 30." Vide ad 
A, M. 3405, p, 123. This by no means agrees with 
the cafe oi Jehoiacbiny but is perfedlly anfwerable to 
that of iedekiabi who was not only rendered childhfs 
by the Sword, but was alfo ** « man tbat^* did " not 
*^ prof per in his days ;" for he afterwards lingered out 
amiferable life, blind and in chains, at Babylon* ! 
whereas Jehoiachin^ who was carried into Captivity 
before him, did, after that time, really ** prosper. 
*' in his D AYS ;" for though he had done e<vil in the 
Jight of the Lordy for which he was removed, as I hav6 
before remarked, yet the great Searcher of Hearts 
perceived fome thing in him worthy of the Divine 
Mercy, as alfo in feveral others that were carried into 
Captivity at the fame time, which was declared very 
foon after the commencement of their punifhment, and 
a mitigation was then promifed by the Prophet Jere- 
miah, under the type of " a Bajket of Good Figs^* (fee 
the 24th chapter) : whereas Zedekiah and thofe who 
Remained with him were likened to a Bajket of Evil 
FigSi to which a heavy curfe was annexed, perfedly 
agreeable to the fcvere fentence in chap, xxii. 50, 
which I have applied to Zedekiah^ and as perfeSly un- 
applicable to Jehoiaebin. The latter^ and thofe that 

♦ " Morwvf r"(iays the Text)"*?** (the ICing of Babylon) 
#« PUT OUT ZedekjAh*s EYES, and bound him ivtth 
•* c HA iif s, to carry him to Baby lon." Jcr. x^slx. 7. 
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dreffed to Zedeklah^ it is equally mani- 
feft that the beginning of it was alfb 

addrefled 

were carried away with him, had an abfolutepromife 
of Grace^ Peace^ and Pro/perity • ; thiat, like the 
GOOD FIGS, God would acknowledge them, and 
fet his eyes upon them FOR GOOD, and would 
bring them again to their own Land (that is, fome of 
them, and their Defcendants) ; that he would build 
them, and not pull them down, lie that he would 
gi<ve them an heart to knoiv him ; He upon the whole, 
that they were in the Land of the Chaldaeans FOR 
THEIR GOOD. And accordingly the Scriptures 
bear a remarkable teftimony concerning ** THE 
«« GOOD" which God referved for fehoiachin ,^^ in 

" THE LAND OF THE ChAI*D^ANS." So that hc 

mull neceflarily be faid to have ^^ pro/pered in his days-^ 
for we readexprefsly, that " Evil-Merodach King 
■** ofBahyloity in the (fir ft) year of his reign j lifted up the 
< « head (?/ J E H o i a c h i n King of Judaby and brought 
** him out of pr if on, and f pake kindly untohim^ and se.t 

* " Thus fait b the Lord the God of Jfracl ; Like theft GOOD- 
** FIGS, fo will I acknowledge them that are carried atvajh CdpHve 
*' ofJudaF* (viz. Jeconiah and the Princes of Judah, withth« 
Carpenters and Smiths that were carried with them ; fee th« 
firft verfe), ** -whom Jhavefent out of this place into the Land §/ 
«* the Chaldeans for ftheirj good. For I -will fet mi/u eyef 
^^ upon them for good, and I will bring them again to this 
** Land; and 1 will build them, and not pull {them J down ; and 
** I will plant them, and not pluck C them J up. And I -will give' 
*« them AN HEART TO KNOW ME that I CamJ the Lord ; 
«* and they fiall be my People, and I will be their God: foriheji 
" Jball return unto me with their whole hearts* Jcr. xxfv. 5— 7* 

« HU 
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addrcffed to him (91); for the firft 
part of the Divine Meffage, in this 22d 

chapter, 

** HIS THROKE ABOTE THE THRONE OF THE KIN(?S 

** THAT ^w^r^y! WITH HIM IN Bab ylon" (fo that of 
fcim, who .was thu&fet up» as in the higheft place of 
favour, upon a Throne, in the prefence of the moSt 
powerful King at that time upon earth, it could not 
befaid, that " be dU^ot pro/per in his days^^^ efpc- 
cially as this extraordinary favour and profpmty lalled 
W/ his days ; for we read in the Text, that) " he did 
** CONTINUALLY eat bread before bM^ (the Baby- 
lonian Monarch) " ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE. 
** And (for) his diety there *was a continual diet 
** gi^en him of the King of Babylon j e^very day a portion^ 
"UNTIL THE DAY OF HIS DEATH, ALL 

« THE DAYS PF HIS LIFE." Jcr., Hi. 31 34. 

Surely, therefore, it would, be as improper to fay 
of ibis Man Jehoiachin (who had fb great a (hare 
of prosperity), that " be did not profper in his 
" daysy" as to " ivrite him childless,** who had fo 
many children, and fo long and compleat a fuccef- 
iion of Defcendants, fome of whom, as Salatbiel and 
ZorobaheU vfcrt Rulers inJudah, though they did 
not " SIT UPON the throne of David !*' The 
Prophecy, therefore, of thefe unhappy circumilancefl, 
the Depri'uatiM of Children, and Want of Frofperity, in 
the 22d.chapteF, could not by any means relate to Jt- 
hoiachin or his Defcendants ; and there was no other 
Monarch after him " wpen the Thrmu of David" to 
whom it could be applied, except Zeoeki ah alone. 

$2 (9O I 
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chapter, h nearly a Repetition of the 
Aiifwcr which the Prophet had before 
returned by Pa/bur and Zephaniah^ the- 
Mcflcngers fent to him by King Zedcr 

(91) I have had the fatisf action to find (fmce I 
Wrote the above) that the learned Grotius was alfo of 
the fame opinion, and that he alfo confirms what I 
have fuggefted above, concerning the Repetition of 
former Prophecies in the prefence of King Zedekiah ; 
for in his Commentary on the beginning of the 2zd 
chapter -»- *• H^c tiicit Dominus** — he thus exprefTes 
himfelf : — •* H,tc dixit" (^ays he, preferring the 
fr^Ur to tliC frefiHt ten fe) ' ' J e r B M i a s . enim Sedecia 

•* /(»7<»/ifj SIMUL REPETIT <^« RBGIBUS ANTECE- 

• * P K N T 1 B u s , fratri fcilictt ipfius S B D E ci A , fratri/qUe 
*\flio pra;dix£Rat, m quid hahercMt quod de tafn. 
•• jfr/M'i Dei ultiouf coKquererentur,^* Annotata ad Vet. 
Teft. 'J'om. II. p. :o7. Sec alfo CritidJSacri, Tom. IV. 
P' $579* i ^nd alfot that the Learned and Reverend 
Authors of the Commentary, commonly called j^/- , 

Jemiiys Jftuctatioft, have obje^ed to this interpretation 
of Crotius (for 1 fuppofe, by their recital of bis Hypo- 
thtfisy that they mean him, though they have not 
mentioned his name) ; but yet they hav^e not ad- 
Viinced any fuHicient arguments to confute his doc- 
trine ; neither have they removed theobvibns difficul- 
ties which (if 1 may judge of Grotius by myfelf ) oc- 
cafioned that Hyfoihefis ; and therefore I conclude, 

' that thefe difficulties cannot, in any other way, be fo 
^a&ly explained* 
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I 

kiab^ as mentioned in the preceding 
chapter, which will clearly appear by 
the following collation : 



Part of the Anjiaer of the 
Prophet Jeremiah^fent 
to King Zedekiah by 
Pa/Tur and Zephaniah, 
as recorded in the 2 \ft 
chapter* 

" And touching THE 
^fHOUSE OF THE 
"KING OF JUDAH, 

** (f'^y) HEAR YE THE 
*' WORD OF THE LORD; 

" O HOUSE OF DA. 
*' VID" (the Addrefs to 
the 'whole Court y inferted in 
the Remonllrance, is here 
omitted, becaufe this was 
a MclTage only to '* the 
«« HoufeofDavid^' J,'' lYiMS 
"faith the Lord ; EXE- 
"CUTE JUDGE- 
^* MENT in the Mornings 
''and DELIVER (him 
''that is) SPOILED 
"OMT OF THE 
<' HAND OP THE OP- 
« PRESSOR" (this ge- 
neral term, " the hand of 
''the 



Thejirfl part of the Pro^ 
phet Jeremiah's perfo- 
nal Addrefs to^ King 
Zedekiah/ recorded in 
the 22d chapter. 



"HEAR THE 
"WORD OF THE 
" LORD, O KING OF 
"JUDAH, THAT 
"SITTEST UPON 
" THE THRONE OF 
" DAVID, thou, and thy 
" Servants J and thy People 
" that enter in by thefe gates i 
" Thus faith thcLord; EX- 
" ECUTE ye JUDGE- 
" MENT and Rightemf 
" nefs, AND DELIVER 
'\ THE SPOILED OUT 
" OF THE'HAND OF 
"THE OPPRESSOR; 
" and do no Wrong, do no 
" Violence /tf the Stranger, 
''the 
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^* tbi Qffrefir^^* nccfiflfa- ** tht Ftoherlefi^ and th 

rily includes " VioUf^ce to " Widow,'' Wr. — " 5«/ 

«« the Stranger, the Father- " if ye wH not hear theft 

**/e/}," ^cj, ''left my '* Words^Iftmeariyp^ftlf, 

" Fury go out like Fire, and " ftiith the Lor d*^ (Jeho- 

*• hum that none can quench *uah), " that this Houft** 

*' (it), bccaufe of the evil (the Palace) **Jballhuome 

*' of your dobgs." Jer. " a Deftlation,'* (^c. Jcr. 

xxi. II, 12, xxii. I, z, 3, 5. 

The Prophet afterwards proceeds (la 
the 5th, 6th, and 7th verfes of his 
Remonftrance to the King and Court) 
to declare the certainty of Defblatioa 
and FengeancCj if they would not hear 
his words; and in the 8th and pth 
verfes he affigns a general Reafbn (9Z) 

for 



(92) * * Jnd many Nations Jball paft hy tins City, and 
** tbty fi>allftiy e*iHry man to his neighbour. Wherefore 
" hath the Lord done thus unto this grtat City? ^hen 
** they Jball anfnuer, Becaufe they hwueforfaken the Cove- 
** nant of the Lord their God, and worflsifped other 
** Gods, and ftrved them.'* Jef, xxii, 8, 9. Nos^, 
probably, the Britijh Sla've-dealer and Britifi Americm 
Sla<ve-boUer will be apt to argue from thence, that 
the fevcral examples of God's Vengeance upon the 
Jew€» which I have cited in this TraA,. have no rela- 
tion 
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for the promifed Defblation of Jem* 
^ falem. 

In 

tion to the fubjefl of difference between them and mCi 
We have not " *worJbipped other Gods^ and fervid thtnC* 
(perhaps th^ will fay) ; fo that the account o£God*s 
Vengeance againft Jerufalem^ which Granville Sharp 
has cited as a warsing againft Slaqfi-dioUng and Skn/t^ 
holding, is not at all applicable to lis ! — But let me 
(as a Friend and Countryman) warn all fuch perfons, 
that they have really ** nuorjbipped other Gods, and 
** /er<ved them!"* and have broken the Chriftian Covenant 
in as notorious and impious a manner as ever the an<^ 
cient Jeios did the Covenant of Sinai ! RefpefUng 
the Breach of Covenant I have wrote at large in another 
Trad now in the Prefs ; and fhall therefore only offer, 
at prefent, a few hints refpefting the horrid crime of 
ferving other Gods. 

Chrift himfelf has taught us, that " No mak can 
** SERVE TWO MASTERS 2 for either he nuill hate thi 
** one, and love the other ; or elfe he ivill hold to the onip 
** anddefpife the other :" and then he immediately add$, 
*^ Te cannot ferve God and Mammon,^* Mat. vi. 24. 
and Luke xvi. 13. Here the Service of Mandnon is 
placed in as dire£t oppo£tion to the Service of God, 
as ever was the Service of Baal, Moloch, or Chemofo ; 
though the firft. means not any particular Idol, bat only 
the baneful influence oi Ricbeu or. the ondoe preva- 
lence of private intirefl over all ienfe of Religion, Juf- 
tice, and Virtue ! In like manner Covrtoufnefs (which 

/^ includes 
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. Ill the lofh verfe the Prophet be^tfs 
to recite feveral Predidions with which 

h« 



inclodes all that I h&ve faid oi Mammon) is frdqnentl/ 
mentioned in Scripture as downright Idolatry : ** For 
•* tbisye Jt/ionv" (faid the Apoftle Paul to the Ephefians^ 
^ap. V. 5.)> " '^^ fo IVhoreT/tongeTf nor unclean per^ 
*'fin, nor COVETOUS MAN, WHO IS AN IDO- 
" LATER, bath arty Inheritance in the Kingdom of 
«« Cbrift and cfGod:^ And in the Epiftle to the Co^ 
loffians the fame Apoflle warns us againil fomeof the 
common Vices which draw down the Wrath of God, 
wisf. *' Fornication f Vncleannefs^ inordinate AffeSion^ 
*' e^il Concupi/cence, and COVETOUSNESS, <which 
« ii IDOLATRY." Col. iii. 5. 
. Neither is Covetou/ne/s the only Vice. that is deemed 
Idolatry — all the other Lufts" and carnal Indulgences 
are equally ranked with Idolatry : fo that thofe in-^ 
confiderate perfons, who yield to any of them, may 
as aptly be faid to ^* /er*V3 other Godsj* as thofe back-* 
Hiding Profeffors of Chriftianity at Philippic whom 
the Apoflle Paul exprefsly charged with this kind of 
Idolatry^ viz. " ivho/e God is their Belly ;" — " For 
•* many ivalk** (fays he) ** o/ivhom I have toldyou often, 
" and now tell you, even iveeping, (that they are) the 
** Enemies »/ the Crofs of Christ : *whofe end (is) 
«* Dejlruaiony WHOSE GOD (is thdr) BELLY, amJ 
•* (whofc) Glory {is) in their Shame^ vohd mind earthfy 
«• things.'* Philip, iii. 18, 19. And th? Sifvict of 

* tbi 
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iie had JSirmerly been charged dgainft 

2iede- 

tie Belly *, is placed in u diricQ oppoiition to theSer^ 
Hfice €/ Cbrifiy a» the Servi€9 §f the Pantheon^ or all 
the Heathen Deitiei cooldbe^ for it is as efie^laally the 
Service of Devilft as the latter!-^'* Wbofitvtretmmit' 
itb Sin it the \St^YAST q/ Siv ;** (Joh&Tiii. 34.) 
and if ^'. the Servant of Sin»* then alfo the Servamt •/ 
the Devil I for— << He that commimth Sin ((aid the fame 
Apoftle) IS OF THE DsviL." (i John iii* 80~*-And 
though Men are not fo loll to Common Senft in tfaeie 
more enlightened Days of Chrijliamtjj as perfonally to 
worfhip at the Shrinks of Demcns or Devils, yet they 
ierve the Devil as effeSually as ever to the DeilrufUoii 
of their own Souls, by yielding to his temptations^ 
Whether through Mammon or Carnal Lufi !- — ^For 
*— " Kndvjye not that the tJNKiGii^EOVsJhallNOT IK- 
** HBtLiT THE KiNGbOM OF GoD ? ie not deceived i 
** neither fornicators 9 nor IHolat&s, nor AdiHterers^ ncr 
•* Effeminate f nor Ahufirs of them/elves vuith Mankind, 
" nor thieves, nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, nor Re-^ 
•* vilersy nor Extortioners, Jhall inherit the King* 
•* DOM OF God." i Cot. vi.jj and lo. 

Thus it is clearly dcftionftrable (I truft) that Man- 
kind ihay be gUilty of Idolatiy^ and oi/erving Devils^ 
without paying any perfohal Adol-ation to their Z/^Zr ; 
and on this I found my warning not only to S/ave^ 
ilealere and Slavt-iMeri, but alfp to iny CouhtrymeA 

* £ven the Schiihuitxad Teschers of NbrdlDeArino arc rank^ 
c^ With \hotejUoUters who ^'/ervi their own Beif;,^Ukd ftnre not 
•* Gb(L^^«« For fiiy that aTefuch%%%y% »ot emr Lord Jemv$ 
** Christ, lut THEtR OWN BSLLT ; and fy good -words and 
**flir/feecket Mm^ tbe hearts §f thejimfk.*' Rwn. xvi. x«. 

T ia 
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Zcdekiah*s Brothers and Predecefibrs^ 

who 

in generaL The dangerons prevaleicjr of die Divitt 
Empire in thefe kingdooM, tfaroiigh t^ fir^tkt of 
Uitmmm ittd of Canud Lmfit mxf be knoim hf the 
IbUowiag genenl Meriu. itu By the ftamefnl Spi- 
jit of Tim^firviug^ Vtnmliiy^ jud Pf^fmh InftrtJ^ 
which is ereiy where piedomiMht, to thedefirottoft 
of trmt LayiJiy and Nadoaal Independence. 2d]y» 
By theincreaied nomber of notorions CamiffgHiuffiirp 
which are ft-e^netkted by the Nobility and Gentry of 
this Kingdom for Days and lights together ! sdly. 
By the mnltitades of poor female ProftituUi which 
fwarm in the pnblick Streets; and alfo by the fre- 
qnency of Mafqaerades and Midnight Balls, which 
apparently afibrd, to the idle and TidOot part of Man- 
kind, the moft datfgcrous opportunities of trinmphing 
OTcr nnwary Tirtue, and of fpreading the baneful taint 
tltVrtftitnti^n amongft females of fuperiorRank, where-^ 
by many perfons of Rank and figure in the giy World 
are become almoft as notorioofly dediaitid (as it were) 
to Venus^ or the-Aflyrian GoddefsAfr////ii (SeeHerodo- 
ttts. Lib. i. p. 83.) as ever the Heathens were of old! 
But the greateft mark of National Infmg^ and^f Satan's 
Empire amongft ns> (and that» indeed, which at pro- 
fent I am engaged more particularly to oppofe) is the 
fhameful public encouragement ^iven to the Jfricag 
Slavi Tra^e ; wherein the Serrice of Mammbm and pf 
the De*vii is rendered apparent by iht icrriik dtfirme^ 
thm Q/tbi human Species which it annually occafibat) 
A pafticuiar ^tate of that Trade lies now. before mt^ 
wbitreby it appears^ ^b»t the ** muMi^^ffiU^grpSlKutf 

^^harteind 
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Vho had 'beefa fucceflively deprived of 

their 

. «* hurtifidfir imtmymr^ (viz. 1768.) on tbe Coaftof 
..«' Afulica frmm C^ B^AMcp /# Rio ConQo/' ar 
a^oonjtpd to i€4>ioo SoqIs ; whereof more t)ian lialf 
;(viz. 53* 100} ^<;re (hipped on the account oif BiitUh 
Mcrchan^i and ^,300 oa the account pf Britifli A- 
merkans. 

By another State of this Tfidein 1771, it appears 

that ftips went firnt fiom lirefpool for 29*250 

9riftol for 9,8 10 

]>>ndon for 8,136 

JLancafier for 950 

In air for 47,146 Souls 
exclufive of thoCb imported by'Britiih American and 
Weft Indian Traders *, which in that yt^x were pro- 
bably very confiderabl^ becanfe in the following 
year (1772) feveiral of the North American Provinces 
■began to be alarmed for the dfmgerous confefuences of 

' tolerating fach an uHchrtftianliki fra^ci^ which Sen- 
timent was fully expl-ciTed in flJme'of thtir public 
AiTemblies, efpecially in thofe of Firgima^ fennjyl<uar 

' nidy and the Jtrfitsj which (hall be fhewn hereafter; 
arfd I hope they have put a ftop to this deteft^blcfL 
practice time enough to avert God^s Ftngemta frots^ 

* In feme former years the Subje^ of Greit Britain ficm^Ui 
bave had ftiil a much greater proportion of this cvried Trade t^ 
aiifwcr for ! My worthy friend Mr. Anthony Benczet, in his Htfto^ 
ticalAcewut efGmntdf (dxiii. p. 1 30.) ekes Aoderibn*s Hiftory 

- 0f Trade andCommerce^ to the following Efioft^ Tit. *^^Tbat £»/- 
** landfupflUt her Amtricam Cokmgs 'with Nfgro Staves, afMunU 
« tng in Number U ehcvc OHK HUNDRED THOUSAND 
« EVERY YJBAR." 

'■ T 2 thofe 
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their Royal Dignity^ and were carnod 

away 

thofe Regions, though they muft take nodce that 
their reformation is hot half compleat, and confe- 
quentlv that they are ftill in danger, whilft they per- 
mit indiyidlaals to hold in perpetaal* .^^^# * the 
poor African Captives already loip'oited. NdW if 
we conflder what '' multitudes tf min muftlrave been 
•* Jiilleii merely in the attcnipt to take fo many wretch-r 
*^ ed Captives for fale; and again nvtat multitudes, 
" out of fo large a number, would die, z% ufual, in 
*y their pafTage to the Weft Indies and America either 
*' of Grief and Defpair, or by being inhumanly (lifled 
*' in the Holds of Ships ;' befides the large proportion 
^* (nearly one half) that would 4i^ of th^ feafoning, 
'* (as it is called) after their arrival in th? plantf- 
■' tions ; and laHly that all the rem;iioder of /i&ij a;^ 
*^ multitude of 104,100 miferiLiU ffumam ieisigj will 
** probably be nvorn out by hard ferrice and oppreffion 
*' in the fpace of about )6 years, or lefs, according 
*' to the average rate of fome calculations that have 
*^ been publi/hed. ThefeconfiderationSi {fay, mnft 
" needs infpire us with indignation and horror even 
** though the evil, at prefent, is at a cOQ$derable dif- 
•* tance from us.*' See the Appendix to my ** Re- 
'*. prefentation of the Injufti^e and Dangerous Ten- 
•' dency of Tolerating Sla<veryy &c." 

Add to this Deftruflion the number of brave Sea- 
»icn that are annually cut oiF, either by theRifingof 

• See the Vffigeanee of Cod dcoouDceiJ by the Prophets IfiUk 
and Jfiremiah againft the mighty Babyloman Empire and it*8 Mo- 
narch, *' wbkb opened net tie Uouft of lis Frifoaers" (Ifa. xiv. 
1%,), btit opfrejcd the Captives they iiad taken». and <* beldthai^ 

**fOjfty THEY REFUSen TO LET THJCM OO.V JCT. L Ij;* 

the 
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ixmy in ehami before him into a flayilh 

Captivity, 

tlieNc^rOw*:in the SUVc Ships,^ or by pcfHlehtial 
didempers ctojg^ht from the poor Negroes confined iii 
tlie holds o£ the faid ihipt ; add alfo the number ^ 
■ free Negroes qccafionally blown up f, and othcnvife 
niurcieced aqd deAroyed t>y ^^^ inhuman Conn py ideri 
cf tbefe Si(iveTSJbifj9 as well as by the arbitrary. G«^ 
vernors on the Skvi-Coa/s % ; and likewife the nam- 
}yer of poor wretches annually fent out by the Africa^ 

• ** AFrenth Sfat^g Ship having been iurprfeed by an 

** ufurreaion§f the Negroes y who MUHtoTtnto i«o«r pArt 
'' OF .TKJC cxiw, the Mate, findiag no poflibUity tocfeipft 
** t|)c like fate, had iet fire to the Powder-room, and blew up 
** thcVcflcl, with upwards of two hundred Slaves onbvard*^ 
Gazetteer, April i5, 1773. I have heard >f xnan^ inflaaces of 
the like difaftiers Happening to Crews of Engtijh Slaving ^htfij^ 
and even one of my oyrn Relations perifhed in the fvoe unla^M 
Trade, with the wl\olc Ship's Crew. 

t — r-" The Polly, Capt«n Walfli, a Ship belwigjng to 'Mr. 
f * Adams, ftmck on the Bar of Bonny this lad.yctr*-^ (the BooIl 
was printed in 1 771), « and was foon after attacked by the Ne- 
V groes. The Captain, finding he could not favc his Ship, £datL 
*f his Bfat*s Crew pff, ihuthimielf up ii/'his Cabm, andwha 
''the King of Bonny and a}l his People were got on boani, t» 
''the amount o£ fifteen hundred and upwards, fet fire to the FoW* 
*' der ; and, Sampfon like, at his (kath punifhed the trenchffSf 
«' of his A/Iailants." Tfcatife upon the Trade from Great Bf^W 
tain to Africa, by an African Merchant, Appendix F, p^.|4. 
A deplorable Hardnefs of Heart feems to have pofleffed this A^ 
can Merchant ; for it appears, by his manner of relating the 
above Story, that bf approved qf Captain Walih's dkhlifal deod, 
and eAeemed it rather as an a€k of Heroifm J 

t In the yar 1767, Mr. Grofile «* bvrned the Town of Aa- 
f namabOC, tod killed thfee or fbnr of the Townfpeople." IML 

^ • Company 
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Captivity^ as I have before remaifced^ 

But 

Coaifwy at ^jMTtr/i wlio mifoiUf periik in Adr 
fttdemcBts * ; and to compleit tidt Hi af DimhUai^ 
"Wkkedods add the horrid carnage aftdbloodflicid 
that hat fte^Hcatly bean occafioaed hf cha fafiunvc- 

* AMi**' "HierooK \rasTCHstft11toDtbytheC0Bu11icte9 
* haieiiolii|BgoBc»ditoiii|^pofftorcoaiferttfaem, iafidui(& 
« orhc«ld^ kit a uter «£ Ak teT, ffiakiBg Ntw^Eni^bttuI 
^ rsB. 994 Poftmoefe Tehaeo»i by which bmmw ro^ij^r 
** soi»9iKas kivf p«i(hed at G^' CutSt^ ont ^ forty* 
•« B 1CHT» from Mitch tht ift to the s8th of May* dl of 
^ wlMm cane oat mth^JaaMka SloRflup, aboot the middle of 
** kft Fcbmry."* Afrioui Mcrchaat, Apfwdts, p. ya. 

f «« J/mirioYflf African TK AS B faJv rvtr/ JDLlXO* 
«• UCAL** (ftp a Writer mite ih^S^sutBR of «<i<P2Mter»'*^ 
^oacsi by the ftU Afiktm Mtrekni, AppokUx C> P« tT*}* 'N'' 

•• UNFAIR, m> blame can deftrradly icft on the Planter, who 
«« k h^nnt •/ f Ac mmv, aod MjMrral* (fijs he) *' (/ the 
^ C«ft.'*<*«Biit OMr, even iuppofing the lodtf «f ihrNegro to 
htnt been «blaiMd Hi whatever maoiicr the Planter may ^efteem 
«iM mtfifmt % which the PUmier will probably allea^pto be,tba( 
ahc Negro wns a toaviStd Crimkul tn hii utbe cooBtry t yet 
fhU Crimiiul nex-er oflended the Plaater* oer iSkc Lawi of the 
Plwatr^s Nation, acr tke *^ JCi»f , Lfftfi, m^ Cnmmm^ whw 
•« lia«#.^«iw^' (is he lays) «mlArlVe^j'*«f|iiefila?f Trade X 
lb that Behher the Planter nor any of his AbettorB am have any 
jnft ligbt ID continue the punilhment of an ofince committrd in 
■wlbir comtry, efperially as neither h( nor they can poCbly 
know whcd^r or not the Negro was really goilty : and thereCbre^ 
•• tindnrng iht Afrkmi Trait U te rctr fi DIABOLICAL,. er 
•• the means hy viich the Negroes Body vms frft thtmnei everp 
•* UNFAIR,*' the Planter, though he only Ixiys and retuas the 
.Slave, mnft fliarc the heavy load of Goilt with the dUhoHealXd* 
.hmffiTy becanie he hat eacowrsgei the O^rcflioB by Ks Fntkifi^ 
and t§MHimiS if by his Skve-lolding ! 

tions 
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But tlie hopeiefs slav£RY of hw 

Brother 

tionsef ^laneih and the mora kcmrible piiiiifhmeMii 
dutt ^ve.been infliAed on the poor wxetched SUvn 
to dtttt t&cm from fuch attempts *. In ihort, if the 

^ Fnnh the 'WWngha^ Joarnal of the a9tk of Apdl, i^ju 
* TliejfolfowiBg h aa eactra^l of a ictt«r of the lotk cf Novtni- 
' Ber, from one of the Hon. Council Board of Tobago. ** Acoii- 
** i|irt<jjf of 46 Corosantees hat kept us in concimial alarm thck 
** If diyt' ps^*' Thank' God, it is now quiie over, as ttbft «f 
«<dienr are either silikd, hangkd^ tfvxNT, fw takxk. 
^ I htti four out| wbo lay down near Rockley-bay, cut ons 
^< awotkir's throats, and disd mutually im j^acx 

"^ O-r H E R*S A RMS .*• 

The following paragraph was alfo taken from one of the pub- 
tte ne\rs-papers about the fame time. 

ExUraft of a letter from Jamaica, Jan. 14* 

*< The Only thing that has occurred here worth writing to yoo, 
«* fincemylaft, is a plot that has beett ibr fome time iortask 
'** among the Negroes, to polibn every white peribn i»dieciKia- 
<* try : ihi^ heUiOi plot was Inckily dilbovered, before fat into 
f * execution ; and for which we oug^t to be thankful Co CoA. 
** We are now daily uking up the principal negroes of the dif^ 
** rent gangs; fome of them are hange d, fome Buairr, and 
^'otheraBi: HEADS D, after being firft strangle d« Their 
f* Head's ae^b rfZED on poles aloik? thz higs 
<* ROADS, a^ a wandng to the reft.** 

A Friend of mine ailured me that he was preient fome years 
afo at one of thaie horrid execudons ; when a poor negro maa 
was abfolutely burut alive ! The unfortunate man was 
MVened do^ihi to the ^uad with forked (ticks drove into the 
csrth, and fire was placed at h^s feet, and was gradually removed 
nearer to the vital parts as the limbs were confiimed ! The poor 
ftliow bore the extjiiifite Torture without the ieall complaint, 
iboking great part of the time on thofe who ftood near him with 
« fallen contflnpt^ 

deftrudioa 
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Brother Shax^lum (93) in pardculai^^ 
as well as the principal cauie of iU 
the Prophet reprefented to him in 
very ftriking terms t r^** J9^eep Ji nbt 
^^ for the Deacr\ (fays he^ meaaipg 
Josiah), ^^ neither bemoan bim (^4) : 

*' (but)' 

deftru^lion of the Human Species which if agnualty^ 
occafioned by this Curfed Tradfc was to be fall/ and 
fairly efHrnated, it would appear enbrmotts ftUdfliotk- 
ing ! it would appear that many more un^rtunate 
human beings zxt znuMMy sacrificed to Ma m mo n^ 
in the confequences of that iniqaitoas trade, than 
were ever offered up by the Pbilifiims and other de» 
luded votaries of BaaU Mohcb^ Hercules ^ &c. I So that 
the HUMAN SACRIFICES effereJ s^ toYAA.uuou iy the 
British nation are undoubtedly more grateful to 
Satan than thofe of the ancient Heathens, becaufd 
they are more numerous — more banefully deftru^ve 
to the Human Species ! How then (if all thefe points 
be confidered) (hall our wretched SUifi-diakri and 
Sla^ve-hoUers perfuade the world and thffflUeli^es, that 
** they have not broken the C^venmsU emdfu^Hd§tbgt 
^^Godsr 

(93) Shallum, alias Jshoahaz, (See 2 Chron. 
xxxvi. 1.) who was dep^ed^ put in bmis^ mnd cirriid 
away Captive by Pharaoh Nbcho into EgfpU 
(Compare 2 Kings xxiii. 31, Sec.) 

(94) The Prophet here refers to the long moununii 
and lamentations which were continued for many 

7 r«»" 
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*♦ (h\xt) wiep fore fdr him ihdt goet^ 
^ AvrAY;fdr he shall return no 

^*^ MtJRE,-N«ft SEE HtS NATIVE COUN- 

^}^ TRY. Sor thus faith the Lord touch^ 
*' if^'^nAi^txiiA the Son of ]o^i AH King 
** ?/* y^^^y ^hich feigntd in/lead of 
*^ JosiAH i&/i Father J which went forth 
^^ out of this place } he ,shAll \not 
^f return THITHER any more i but he 
^* fball DIE /« the place whither they have 
*^ LED HIM CAPTIVE, and fball fee this 
** LaHd no more /*' And then the Pror 
phet immediately refers us to the prin- 
cipal Gaufes of God's Severity againft 
the Royal Houfe : *' Wo unto ^im'\ 

years in remembrance of the death of the great aud 
^{bod King JosiikH, tkje Father of Shallum as well 
aa ef ZedeI^iah hhnfelf. — See 2 Chron. xxxr. 25. 
* ' ^W 4i/f JiM/ai^ ojm/ Jeru/atem mourned for Jofiahi 
** and Jeremiah tAMEWTpp. /i?r josi ah; and all 
^\tkfi finging-men. andthe finging-^wietf* (the min- 
itre|l$ of thofe ancient 4ax»} *^ fpakt 4/*Jo9iah /ir 
'' /i&^/r lamentatjqvs to this- DAYy «»^ modi 

'< /;6^X« AN O&DINANOE IN IsRAEL : Uttd bihold thij 

^^, are written in tie j.amhntations/^ 

. «io. XJ (fays 
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(fays he)'^' tifat huilikth hit Houfi^ l^ 
** tJN»iQ»T5ous>[5S9, and J^sCham^ 
*« bers fy WRONG ; (that) USETI* 
^^ HIS NEIGHBOUR'S SERVICE 
« WITHOUT WAGES^ ANI> 
^* GiVETH HIM NOT FDR HI^ 
^ WORK'' (a clear defcdption of th<r 
abominabfe wickedncfs of Slavery) f 
*f that fait by I will build me it wide Houfe- 
^ and large Chambers ^ andcutteih him out 
^ JVindows y and (it is) cieUdwith O- 
** dof^i andpairaed with Ferm/lionJ' For 
riie Monarch [but whether Shallvm 
otJehoiakim is, mt dearly declared (^:^)^ 
iVas more careftfJ, it feems, to difplay 

alf 

(95) Commentators in general hav^ fuppofed- that 
ttc bpprciTion aniliiijuftice of Jehgiakiw is here 
referred to by the Pi-ophet; but as Shall um,. alfo^ 
*' iiid Evil in the fight of the IWtt,^ (2 Kings icxiii^. 
3^,) it is Yiot improbable that hoti tiefb fl^onarclit 
fliiglit have be6n guilty ^i fimllhrOppreJ[fioH^ andVhit- 
rte Crtmt of Shititum might have been thus ttbfi*- 
iSiitcd tx> Jeioiakim, is a warning to him/^lf, x^^ea- 
dns 'pWpTiedy ^is firfiof all MWcred, foon zfttrSl^aU 
fa»wa8 carried liitocaptiviQr : HeVerthetefs it is 0^1/ 

• ^ ',' intcodttCtCKi^ 
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Sill the 'Elegances and Ornaments -iof 
ArdhkeSfurt <ind the other, polite Arts iii 
Jiimptuous Buildings^ £?r. than he was 
to maintain the Lkws of Equity and 
Natural Jiight ! but the Prophet adcJs 
^~" Shalt thou reign, becaufe thou 
^^' ^/^ (thyfelf ) in Cedar ? Did not thy 
"*' Father eat and drink^ and do judge- 
^ MENT i?;;^ JUSTICE, (and) then (it 
** was) weil with him (96) ? He judged 
^* the Caufe of the Poor and Needy : then 
*' (it was} weU (with him : was) 

^* not 

Sntrodaced in >ifm zed Chapter ja a repromtb made in 
Jthe prefeirce of Zt^dekMh^ which^ I hope» I have al- 
ready proved^ 

(96) 'BxxXmo isngirj for as fooo as J^tA had un- 
<derta4c«a an unjyft w^ againft Pharaoh Necho (who 
previoi^y .w>^rned Hip of oiie^oHy aod iAJuftice of it) 
.<jod gsflichim amd hij people iwho were wicked enough 
to ^concur with him in his unlanuAl encerprize) into 
the hands of idieii';cnc«niesiipo«i the very ^ril^encoun- 
tter. — See th-e xexx ^t large, •* Necho^ King of £gypQ 
<^' came up to fight againft Chai^chemiih by Euphra- 
^ tes" (then, probably, belonging to the Aflyrian 
jKimpire) ^ *^ and jo£ah went cmt againft hinu But he** 
' V A {Necho) 
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^* not this to in(/w me ? faith the Lor^ 

^^ But thi^ Eyes and thinf Heart are not 

- *> buf 

(Nccho) '< fent Ambafladors to him,* &)ring, -What 
(' have I tQ do 'with tbee^ thou King of Jiida)k l-^I con^ 
•* not againft thee this Jay, hut againft the houfe where- 
^' with I have war : for God commanded nie to makel 
f * hafle : forbear thee from (meddliog; with)' Go^ 
** who (is) with me, th(it he defiroy thee not., Ne^ 
* *• verthelefs, Jofiah would not turn his face from 
f him, but difguifed himfelf that he mig)it £ght with 
" him, and hearkened not unto the words of Neelfo 
*' from the mouth of God, and came to fight In the 
** valley of Megiddo. And the archers fliot at King 
** Jofiah : and the King faid to his fervants, Have n[if 
**away; for I anrfote wjounded. His fervants thcre- 
*' fore took him out of that chariot and put him into 
** the fecond chariot that he had; and they brought 
.*' him to Jerufalem^ and he died^ and was buried in 
f« one of the fepul^hres of his fathers." aChron, 
XXXV. 20 to 24. See alfo Efdras i. 25, &c. This 
judgement againft Jofiah for undertaking an unjufi 
<iv^r is the more remarkable, becaufe God had pro- 
mifcd him (by Huldah the Prophetefs) that he **Jhouhi 
** he gather4d to bis grave infeaee,*- &c. (2 Chron. 
xxxiv. 28.) bat -the promife was plainly conditional--^ 
God does not deprive men of their /reeimll — Jofiak 
had it abfolqtely in his own power, to haVe availed 
himfelf of. the promife by perfifting in Right eotifnefs\ 
God did not bring the evil upon him ; nothing but 
his own Roytii tvill and pleajure in commencing an 
unjttfi ivar^ ag^'inft/wiich fee was even exprefsly war^- 
■ i " cdl 
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M hut for Govetoufnefsj and for toJhe'd'itH 
^^ nocmt Bloody and for oppression^ 
^^ ' and for violence to. do (it). "Therc^ 
'^^ fore^ (that is, for. all thefe aggra-J* 
vatkig circumftances of Tyranny) " thui 
" SAID the JLoRD concerning Jeholakim 
*> thSont)fyeJiah Kingofjudah'' (and 
xKft thus, fait k\ for the prefent tenfe i? 
.not proper in ..this place) ; f ' theyfball 
•** NOT la Kuniii'v for him^ faying^ j4h^ 
t' my Brother I or Ah^ Sifter t theyjhall 
f ' not lament for him^ (fay in g, ) Ah^ Lord ! 
^^ orJlhyVLis Glory r (according to the 
eejieral J^mentations that had been 

ed ! The promife, however, through the mercy of 
God, may neverthelefs be faid to have been fulfilled. 
for when Jodah was worded before Necho, the con- 
queror did not purfue his advantage over the woundr 
<d monarch to prevent his efcape from the field 
of battle, as might naturaHy have been cxpeded on 
fuch an occafion^ per cpntinucd the war till mor^ 
.than three months afterwards; which circumllancc 
piay certainly be cftccmed providential ; fo that Joi 
, fiah wa$ parfi^d to Jerufalem, and may truly be faid 
to have died in peace, furrounded by his friends, and 
'was burred* with the mpfl: folcmn Royal Pomp in th^ 
fepulchre of his fathers. 

made 
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friadc for iiis Father Josiah ; but,- oti 
jhe central^,) ^' hejhall te buried with 
^* the burial of an Afs^ drawn and cajl 
^^ forth beyond the Gates ff yerufa-- 
f^ lem{i)f)r &c. Next in oi]Jer (after 
a fhort perfonal Addrefs to tije Nation, 
concerning the Certainty of God^s Fen- 
geancej and the Deftruftion of her P^f 
tors zxid Lovers) the Propfhet repeats 
|5ie Judgement that had before been 
idcnounced againft GdNiAH the Son of 
Jehoiaktm, and Nephew, 'as well as 
Predecejforj to Zedekiah, the reign* 
ing Monarch, when this Remonflranc^ 
iwas made : — " As I live ^ said'' (^nd 
not faith) ^' the Lord^ though Coniah 
** the Son (j/* Jehoiaktm King of Ju- 
^* dah were the Signet upon my Right 
^' H^nd, yet would I pluck thee thence: 
^* and I will give thee into the hand of 
^^ them that feek thy life^ and into the 

(97) Concerning the completion of this prophec/, 
fee pages 95, 97—100. 

1^ *< b4nd 
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^^ hand (Cffth^tnywhofeface thoufearefl^ 
*^ even into the hand of NebvchadkeZ'- 
*^ ^AR KJng of Babylony and inta the* 
*^r band of. the Cbaldahns. And IwiU 
cf^.ihte outy and thy Mother that hare 
thi^y into another- Country y where y& 
*' were mt horn ; and there Jbattye dieJ 
^\But the Land wbereunto they defire i^ 
•* return^ ihiiber Jhall they not retHrfC"^ 
The Prophet then, probably^ appealed^ 
toZEDEKiAHy concerning the unhappy** 
iirte of the perfoii whofe Sentence o^ 
Condemnation he had juft been repeat-'- 
ing : — '^ Isihis ManCoTSUKvH^ (fays he)- 
♦' a defpifed broken Idol f (Is. he) a Fejfet 
" wberan(is)noPIeafure? Wherefore 

^* ARE THEY CAST OUT, HE and HIS' 

^ SEED, and ARE CAST (98) mto a" 



-^ <98) The Prophet fpcaks of C&ntAH at alrwidf ' 
*^:cafi out — luherefort are they cafi^ (?«/"— ^o that* . 
h is manifcft, liecoold nbe be ufon /^^ Thronrofpa- 
^d when this remonflrance was made, and coafe-' * 
quently none but Ztdtkiab could then be the reign- 
ing monarch. 

: ^ " Land 
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^* Land which they know not i?" (fof \i€ 
plainly fpeaks of their being cq/i out ii 
an event already pafi ;. " wherefore art 
\' they cajl outT' &c.J And if we con- 
fider the.queftion as being put to Zede- 
KiAH, the. then reigning Monarch, it 
contains great feverity: for if Zede- 
KXAH had cpniideration enough left to 
rcfle£l " wherefore Coniah and his Seed 
^. "ivere cq^ butj^ he jnuft neceflarily be' 
ftruck with, the Juftice of his own 
Conde^lnation, which the Prophet wa^ 
about to pronounce, with a moft awful 

and alarming introdudliori : " O 

^' Earth! Earth! Earth! Hear the 
** Word of the Lord, thus faith the' 
*f Lord*^ Write YE. THIS MAN CHiLD- 
*' LESS, a Man (^xhzt)fbalL not proffer in 
*' his days : for no Man of his. Seed fhall 

'^ P^^fP^^^ SITTING tJPON tHE THRONJff 

" OF Davip, and ruling any more in 
*< Judah/' 

Had 
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Had Zddekjah been much more aban<» 
doned than he really was, yet thefe 
dreadful Judgements, fo fblemnly pro- 
nounced in his own Houfe, of Palace^ 
and even before the "whole Court j could 
not well have failed to affeft him for the 
prelent. The following chapter feems 
likewife to have been delivered at the 
fame time, in the preience of Zede- 
XI AH and his whole Court ^ and was, 
probably, a part of the Remonftrance (99) : 
for after declaring ** Wo** to the wicked 
*' Pastors (100)'* (probably meaning 

the 

(99) "Thongh the learned Ar chlnfliop Uflier attri- 
butes to the 2 2d Chapter a diferent date from that 
which I fuppoie to be the true one, and applies the 
fevere fenteoce at the latter end of it {y\z. IFrite yc 
^4i^is Man cUldifti) to Jehoiachin- (which. I . hope I 
4iave already proved to be applicable to none but Zr* 
i>EK]Aii), yet he was convinced that the following 
•Chapter was delivered at the fame time with the isd. 
l/«r ten^ore ieqnentis quoqne capitis xxiiL Jsas* 
. J114S prophetiajediu Cuiffis videtiur. A^ A. Af. y^^ 
f. 123. 

<ioo) '^Wof/Mr^/^pA&TO&n ito dejir^ ^aut 



the wRETCtiHQ ^iNtrS (lOf) bi^lbro? 

^,* fori thus faith the Lord God of tsk a el itgdinp 
•*' the P'afttrs HhatfetU m^jitbfU ; ye llMikk JkiUtertih ii^ . 
** flock yXind dri*vtn them awqy^ and ba^$ not ififit^ 
'^thern: heholi I *will wisiT upon you THE evil o? 
•«« t'o'dR Doti>G'B,JG«i/i&i*^iof^,"&t. Jer^^in.'i^tf!. 
This fhould teadi Princes the extreme dftii|;er of ar* 
litrary modes olT (Jovcrnment; and that when they 
]>rerurRe to I'ule hif th^ I'ndiii^ meafns of Brii^fy ^anS. 
CdrruftfoHt or byojpcn Mflitary Fofa and Standing 
armies^ infteaS of J^Awand National Right, or, , 
■(a^reeatle \t ttie fcripture ph'rafe)ihlUaidiDff Jtibci- 
MENT and R1CHT-EOUSNSSS4 they may too truly 
be faid to '• dejtroy andfcatter the peep of God^s paf 
** ti^e ;" a'h5 cdnfrqi/eritly Way carfp^ft the femie coh- 
demnation, viz. tlfatthfe Lord "^twi// visit upm^ 
•< /i&^/» THE Evil of thbjii poings/* 

^.(loi) " Pastors" (fays the learned Dr. Lowth, 
in his commentary on this text) " comprehend both 
♦* Civil and Eccl'b^iasttcal G'oti?**^*8 :*' — 
'^^ jiut f otitis (fays -the learned Michaelis) ;y2br. Scion. 
^^'^fuifriSrekr-bujuscttp.partem^a ^. l^-^.^prace'denti 
* * ^vdtidnio co'tttru Kiges Juda ndvefffit) Kt<ii9vny 
'*< Coll. c.xxn.'22* Ituyftaque'%tmC^iattique. £t Jhsc 
y pdao i^idtniiar 'fit' eppafitU deChrifioKiLGi,^*&c. 
and in hisipreface tO'the Book of Jeremiah,- afttr 
•fpeakiiigof the 72d Chajiter (to wbitfh, ind«ed, be 
'iittributes a dlJIFerent date to that iwhich i 'fiippo^e 
to be the true one) liFe vS^ds •*''**^£i'^»iP$»r6»Mexuu 
** eflfe^uens, c, xxiii. quippe quod, itidem direSum^t^ 
. * • -contt^ ' fnMl^s*p0flor4s sx u Ra c E s i V . :l .. ^otUm fuos 
•* C. xxii/^ ' \ 

- mentioned^ 
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ineiitkaied oS the Houfe if Drnfii^ who 
}ia:d negleded to execute JudqemEKT 

AND RIGHTEOt/SNESS, and tO RELIEVE 

fTHE Of presHsd) JeremiaH t^eu occa- 
sion propbttkaHy to draW the charafter 
df idle GOOD Pa*tor (102), the true 
SHEipfltERb ojp Israel (103)^ whora 
jGod wony afterwards raife up; evepi 
^from the lame Stock (the HoufijafDa- 

^idjfio ^' EXECUTE JUpjGJ^^iKT AND 

-^ jt.J$^ST50y$>r;E^ /^ the L^nf' (com- 
ijwire Jflt. xxjciii. 115, 16. witbjcb. xxUi;) : 

and this is eiprefTed m ^icli oppoiite 
■ Wrjtas t6 ehe cfearaAer of iihc reigning 

Prince 2AeDEWAH^ tfeen4ioC[mod to de- 
'ftru6tion,' that a cont^afted ^alhifiort 

.,. . (xx>;i,) E<ip s:v.» PASTOR aoNus, &c, '* /^« t^t 

•« OaOD SHEPHERD. STi'f GOOD SHEl^KKD liveti^ 

- *« iifli/e/or thejhtip'^ &c. John x. 1 1. 

(103) " fUfif^ffid bUJpek Uki a *H&pp*n d/" 
&c.,(Ifai4li xl. ri.) TRhe Shepjierd /here jpentjiooed is 
Ti^ XoRjD !S>o,ii, or the Lord JuApy^ja Oi^J* 
PlUT^) fpoten of in the preceding yerfe, ..wbofe re* 
ttvarJmuu with jbut jmd kis.tw^k. be/ore h^if ithat jis» 
udien. h« §amt iato jhe «ox:]4 ins f^jt^i^: %<?.-. . 
X a ieenap 
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Icems very clearly to have been iflh 
tended^ 

^* Behold^ the days CdnUj foAth the 

" Lord'* (Jehovah) ^^ that Iwillratfe 

" unto David A righteous branch'* 

(whereas the Royal Branch, that had 

jufl: been condemned in the preceding 

•chapter, was moft unrighteous) ; 
** and a King ^j&^i/ reign and pro- 

" •* sper }" (whereas the former virretched 
Kings Were pulled dowa from their 
Thrones^ and carried into Captivity, 
for the Negledl of Jt^ice and Right ; 
but the pi'omifed King) ^'Jhall exe- 

** CUTE judgement AND JUSTICE in 

** theEarth'^ (which was the conflant 
Leflbn (104), indeed, to Zedekiah 

and 

(104) The necefiity of maSntalning Justice and 
Righteousness in political Government ^ as well as 
in pri'vate life^ v^ fo cicarfy laid down in the Holy 
Scripturefi, that one would think it impoiEble that fo 
. many people, who profefs to believe the revealed word 
of G(k1» fhottld neveithelefs fuffer themfelves to be 

deluded 
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and bis Brothers^ &c<. and was as aafi- 
Jiandy bj tbein negle<fted). In bis Jays^ 
(cxintinucs the Prophet) <' JudakJhaM 
« hfaved^ and If raelj)all dwell f^ely' 
^whereas iinder Zedekiah their Defbla- 
tioii was compleated) ; ^^ andthh is ins 

deluded by tlie fophiftical arguments of thofc tinbe- 
llevefs» 1^0 Mffwt, that Vua mimBoeffkry Hrmder 
^Jialegr^at Jstd fiourtfitinf ; «rA thztfe/itual Goverjt- 
ment cannot ivell he earned on <without /mnc times doin^ 
£7ii ihtit coos may t%mu But tbefe Bodoas are 1^ 
. iir firom being true^ x\x3X the contrary is clearly ile* 

non Arable ** Name jiny nation.'* (fays an accurate 

and carefui oWcrrer of the fcvcral Kiftories t>f vxMh- 
kind) *^ that nvai ever retaarJiahle/or JvsTiCEi/hr 
*' l^E^FERAKQB, anJ Severity ^ MAKSEZs^/br 
** PiETT amf RfiLf GION fthvtt^h ie*was in n m/wn^ 
*• twiyj 4haf diid not ul<wa^s 4hri*ve ^uul ^^nv grtai is 
*' the *world\ and that did not airways 'etijoy a plentifid 
** portion ef edl thofe things, 'which are acvcunttd is 
f^ 9tmke 4i nation iapfy and fiowijhim^. Jnd^ mi the stimr 
** fide^ *when that nation has declined from iu forsner 
** ^triuey and grown impious and dijfolute in manners^ 
^* ^wt appal to experience '^-whether it has not Ukewifa 
** ALWAYS proportionahly funk in itsfuuefs smd good for-- 
*' tunes." Archbifhop Sharp's Sermons, i Vol. Stk 
Scnn- (intitied— '* Firtjte and Religion the otilyMeaste 
-** to nuih a Nation proffer ousy" which was preached 
before the Houfe of Commons, zi May, ^690.) p. 
^09,— 9th Ed. 

7 «^ l>lam 
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** l^amwherel^ he JhaU he adleii ^ 
** Lord our Rigkeot^nefSi'ieATiprnn^ 
Jehovah Tfadek-niB'^ which is the Name 
tAZedeM^^ or %fadehyehoii traiilpcrfedi 
with t\\t fmall^addkion citht Pitmomi- 
'«al Tcrftiinatioh Hb ft* oUk ^ w». JehA- 
vah'Tfadeinni inftead of ^fadek-^^ehm \ 
the latter iignifying. ** Jehovah is righ^ 
*^ /^oATj J** for this namd ivas put upon 
T^edektab by the Babyloniaii Cooqueror^ 
to remind him of the foleinii Oath he 
had taken in the Name ofG&d. 

This manifeft cootrafted alluiion td 
Zedekiah makes it feem very probable^ 
that the Prophecies of this 23d chapter 
"l^rere alfo pronounced iii the prcfence of 
.!!SeD£KIAH and his Courts at the fame 
tkne that Jeremiah went " down to thi 
*^ I]hufe of the King of Judah,'^ to de- 
4>lare the folemn Mefage^ or Renum- 
Jiranet^ contained in the 2 2d chap- 
ter {1055. 
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|er(io5). It was, probably, on th* 
fitft apprcttLclx of the Babylonian Army 

■ ', C'^^' 

(io$) TiieieBineclGfDtiiTS, indeed; conceived that 
the mefage m^y be ejttendedy tiMH to ihe z%th Chap^ 
igr*; but I am tboroagkly cohvinoed chat it cBnnot; 
%vi^ propriety ht txtxnC^ beyond this 23d<>baf>ter, 
isiteaoibiiht ^^phede? in the ifoli<^w»g Chi^er (the 
94th) ood^r the type of twe BsKktti of Faga« were de- 
livered, a? the1*rop*hct himfeff intfbiins us, ^* aft eh 
♦* tbat Nebtjchadrezzar King ofBahylon, i>aicar^ 
* * tied Mivay Captive J E c o k i a h the fin ^Jehoiakim 
f* King of Judahy nuith the Carpenters,*^ &c.*— ** and 
•• had brought them to Babylon y^ thart h— ^rot>N after 
$he faid remarkabHc period, or eWe the tneptioninjg 
that public calamity as a chronological circunrftancc, 
to mark the time, (for that is thp apparent pirpofe of 
it) would havp'been nugatory; ^nd.confejuwtly we 
may be a/Tured that the prophecies in.the 24th Chap- 
ter were declared in the very btf inning of Z>PD.e- 
kxah's Rdgn ; wjiercas the zifli and zzd Chs^ters, 
«hd probably, the .2 jd alfo were not i^^cealed 'till .the 
fiege^was-b^un, (as I have, already •ihe.wn) <hat is— 
^6t ^till .thp 9th year. of that Monarch. iT^e^ates 

•* "'HdciX)imiia'* >(fiYS^hCy *fpe4king-6f^tfctfllfo^li«Ci^« «f )0" 
tCVaiah, from thewcurds V)«4^AS'M(A>Bijs>;««K^e ^sd-^^k^ptikrto. 
tbeiSth GbaptcE inchjiivc) -»* usquce AJ> Caru-t %B. cemm^mffr 
** rationem tontuiiut.abJJeremia faBavtapud Sidfciam df'fermomhits 
•• ANTE Se D E CLE tempotd dtveffis loch ac temj^onbus afe ha^ 
**'^5j ■ot't^jfgriteiH^ni^nifiiis ^tti Mmc-Se^E t-vk-OctPCrC^pt' 
V rat; ut Dei in iientetis ^feh xt aScyi i.ta» .W .iSe^AHtia : VJ^ 
■" apparent ut jam ali^ukiies diximus" Crit.Sacr. Tom. 4., p. s 5 88. 

likewife 



fvk* in the ninth year of Zedekiah) 
^tbat the Monarch fent Meflei^jrs tc^ 

Kkcwifc of the Prophecies in fevera;! of the following 
Ckiptcfs^ axe alfb cciSUy Roee^ ia the text to be dif* 
Jueiit lioQ^ the timr fuppefied by Gr§ttm : a» for iii« 
ffaoce — h friar /ate. n exprcfsly affigncd to the 35 tb 
€n>apter-^t being intttufled ** 7i« v^r^f 4^4^ M«i t^ 
^ yertmah CPtunnung m/i tie people §/ J^tdak hetke ^k 
** VBAE ^ Jeboiakjm ike /w §/ J(^t«^Ki»Sf>fJu* 
^ dab'^ thai ^0» THft riasT ysar of Nkbuchad^ 
«* aizKAK iuutr/ ef Bahylon^^ And again., the tw^ 
Itext Chapters (yir. //&< 2^^/6 and part ef the Z'jth) 
Ao}»gfi pofierhw with scfpttSt t» thr order of the Book^ 
kave cxa(i datf^ afli^ned theni>» which are prior even 

' ttr the z^ik and ^^th Chapters^ for they are expiefsly 
«!ec]!ajred to h^^c been reveakd *' fa the heginning §f 
•* the reign §f J$hotakim^^ Uu The remainder of thip 
a7th Chapter from the 12th Verfe> which theFrophet 
a^dreiled to ZeieUahy is as clearly to beattribsted to 
ikjt hegin:tmtg of Zedekiah*j r#/f«,— -becaa(e the cir* 
camftafices related in the following Chapter (the zSth) 
are exprefsty iaid to have come ^^ topafi the sab^b 
^ TEAR in thf ieginnrng of fi^ rergn of Zedkkiab :^ 
and the Letter of Jeremiah to the Captives at Raby* 
loB contained im the igtB Chapter is as clearly deiclar* 
ad to have been wrote ^' sftpr $hai J^con iah the Krng^ 
-♦' See. *wgre departed from Jerwfaletn^ which was alio 
•* the hegtnmng tf the reign of X£i>i.iiJ a,ja ^* for th^ 

.^.JLettcrs were fent by ZEPHciAB^sMeiTengers: Sc? 
the 3d Vcrfi^. So that the laft mentioned fuppoHtioiji 
pf the learned Grotias cannot be trtte^^ 

confuit 
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l:onftik the Prophet, and thereby occa- 
fioned this public Remonftraiice. 

The War was immediately carried 
on with Vigour, itfeems, in every part 
pf the Kingdom (fee the 34th chap- 
ter (106) ; and after fome confiderable 
progrefs had been made in it, all the* 

FENCED CITIES BEING TAKEN CXCCpt 

THREE (fee the 7th verfe), the Prophet 
received a further Command from God 
relating to King Zedekiah, " faying, 
'' Thus faith the Lord" (i.e. Jeho- 
vah) " THE God of Israel ; Go^ and 
" /peak to Zedekiah King of Judah^ 
*^ and tell him^ T^hus faith the Lord ; 
*^ Behold^ I will give this City into the 

. (106) ** I'be luord mjhich cami unto Jeremiah from 
** Z/^^LoRD, tjiihen Nebuchadnezzar King of Ba^ 
" hylon^ and all his army 9 and all the Kingdoms of 
^^ the Earth of his Domini an 9 and. all the peofie 
** FOUGHT againft Jerufalem^ 2Ltid againji all the 
** Cities thereof** (J.er. xxiv. i,) — So that a general 
Attack fe^ms to h^v^ been made at once in every 
part \ 

y '' hand 



" hmdofthe King opBASYLbitf; and 

'^ he Jkalt Burn it with fire : dnel /ioiiJfl^U 
'' not efcape out of his hand, but Jhalt 
^* sur-'eLy Se TAitEN and delhePtd into 
^^hiihmd'i and THINE EYE^ shali* 
'^ BEHOLDr TllE EtES OF Tfjfc KINO 

*' OF BARYLONi and he Jhall fptak wttb 
** //^^^ /7^////6 /d? mouth"' (that is, when 
the King of Babylan was to fit in Judge-' 
ment upon him), " and thonpalt gojo 
Babylon^' &c. (107) 
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(107) The trophet however added a feW words of 
fcofnfbrt — • • jet bear the iv^rti >tf the L^nf^ O Z'eAkidB 
«' King6fjudah\ Ihus faith the Lord of thee \ thcufhalt 
•' not die by the f'word : (but) thou Jhalt die in ^eace :^* 
(that is a niturSil death) '* «W «tr/r>& the Hrnings 
** of thy Father St the formY Kings «which ^ere hi^ 
^^ fore thee ^ fo Jhall they burn'* (odours) ^^for thee\ and 
^^ they ^^11 hmiit thee ^*" i.e. (tktt Jewiih liatibit in 
Captivity will lament thee) ** faying ^ Ah Lord! for 
' *« / haije primnheei rhi txjordy faith thehoKD. Then 
•* JerIsmiah ^)^(p Pfopbet fpake dll th'tfe kho^ds unio 
** Zedekiah Kh^ of Judab in yentfakmy lohcn Jfbe 
** King of Bflbyhfis Army fought agaififi fertifahmy 
" and dgainjt ail the Cities if Juddh that . <iJt>eri left^ 
«« agaikft Ldchijh and againfi A%ekah : for thefe de- 
♦« fenced Cities remained of the Cities hf Judahf^ 
V^rfes 4 to 7. 

Thefe 
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* Thefc repeated Denunciations of V cnr 
geance, with thfi H0Rjiok« x>fthe grow- 
ing dangers from tiue fuccefsful Enemy 
before their ^es every way round jf eru- 
faiem, at length fo far fliook the firm- 
nefs ©f that ftubborn Mpn^rch, that he 
began to ^w {qme iigns of Renaorfe ; 
and as I have already (hewn, that the 
OPPRESSION OF THE POOR was one of 
the pjineipal.cau{es (though there were 
many others alfo), affigned by the Al- 
j4ic?,iJTY fqr .Qai3:ipg off.hi? People, and 
fending them into captivity (puni/h- 

in^ TYRANNY With SLAVERY), ip eVCiJ 

this wicked Monarch Zedexiah, who 
never thought of lav/ or justice iitf 
his Profperity^ wa.s now, it feems, be- 
come fenfible, that a public ^6tof jus- 
.TiCE ajud MEcRGY towards it;he-oppreflred 
Poor, that were t;heii deta^ne^, by hjs 
^pukiU Subjed^, m ^.miierablej^^ vo- 
luntary SERVITUDE, would be the 

nxpft grateCyl ^ P^ ?.e|QrW3tiQii? .^^^^ 
y % the 
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the moft a^cceptable Sacrifice in the fight 
of a merciful God, and, confequently, 
the mofl: efi^eftual means to avert the 

NATIONAL DESTRUCTION, whlch WaS 

then advancing v^ith dreadful ftrides ! 
And accordingly we find, that he aftu- 
ally prevailed (io8) upon his Princes 
and People to proclaim liberty to 

(io8) The Text informs us, " thattheKing Zede- 
** K I A H had' made a co<venaHt luitb all the People ivhzch 
** were at Jeru/alem to proclaim Liberty uato 
•* them ; that every man Jhould let hisman-fervanty and 
*' every man his maid-fer'vantf being an Hebrew or He^ 
** brewe/sf GO FREE; that none Jhould sis.KyE bim- 
^' felf of them,'' (to wit) '' of a Jew his Brother:' And 
it is probable that this was the Kin£s own propofal^ 
(though perhaps at the fuggeftion of the Prophet, 
to fulfil the Law), becaufe in the following verfe it is 
faid, that all the Princes and all the people 
HEARD that they Jhould let their man-fervant, i^c. go 
FREE— /i^^y obeyed — and thefe terms hearing and 
obeying feem to imply that neither the Princes nor the 
People were the propofers of the equitable meafure,— 
*« Now" (fays the Text) " when all the Princes and 
*« all the People which had entered into the Covenant 
** HEARD that every one flfould let his man-fervant and 
" every one his maid-fervant GO free, that none Jhould 
<<ferve themfelves of them any more, then they obey- 
«* ED, and let them go. Chap, xxxiv. 8 to lo. 

their 
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their poor brethren in bondagB? 
and this Proclamation of liberty was 
a public A6t of the State (109) ; for 
not only the King, but all the Princes j 
and all the People^ bound themfelves, in 
a moft Iblemn covenant, to comply with 
the terms of the Proclamation (no), 
which was alfb agreeable to an ancient 
Ordinance of their Law (i 1 1). Now, 
to confirm all that I have hitherto aC- 
ferted concerning the principal caufes 
of God's Anger againft the Jews, my 
Readers are eahieftly requefted to re- 
mark, that this material Reformation was 

(109) •* CoMMUNi Decreto" (fays Grotius 
upon the place) ^^ fiatuerat impleri quod lex juhehat^ 
**/ed Judaic non oh/erva'verant*** Vide Exod. xxi. 2. 
Deut. XV. 12. 

(no) Viz. ** That every man Ihould let his man- 
" fervant, and every man his maid-fervant, being an 
" Hebrew or Jlebrewefs, ^ofrect'^ &c. 9th verfe. 

(in) ^^ And ye Jhall hallow the fiftieth year ^ and 
••proclaim hiHEKTY throughout'* (all) ** the Land 
** unto ALL THE INHABITANTS thereof \ itfijollbe a 
*\Jubf lee unto you^** k^. Levit. xxv. 10. 

ACCEPTED 
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ACCEPTED BY THE AlMLGHTY^ wtd 

even condefcended to iignify by iiig 
Prophet, tl>at the Peopie '* had ©ojjte 

•^ RIGHT IN HI& SIGJHT IN PROCLAIM--^ 
♦♦ ING LIBERTY EVERY MAN TO HIS 

** NEIGHBOUR*' (vcr. 1 5.). And had 
the Jewifli .Goev:ernment at that tiiaae 
perfevered in this necessary act oi^ 

JUSTICE AND BROTHERLY LOVE, Chcy 

Bttig'ht probably {as '' Charity covers a 
^' multitude ^ Sin^ ) 'hayc received G-r-aee 
for a further AmendmeFit., and might 
have obtained a niritigafioii, or at leaft a 
reff)ite or pojQtponing, of thofe dreadful 
Judgements which had long been de- 
upyiiced by the PropJ;i€;ts agAinft that 
devoted Nation: but alas ! the juft 
Decrees were confirmed, on account of 
the want of fincerity and the deplorable 
impewt^pce ox\ their part ; for no 
/ooner -^^^ the appearance of .Qo^d' s (ip- 
prmching Vengeance ^withdrawn (by the 
fodden retreat of the Ohddceans Apm 
4 the 
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the Siege on th^ apf>raa€h of Pharaoh*i 
Afiny {ti2)f (e€ chip* ixxvii.) th*\ 
the wr'^tched tyrannical Mafters (who 
couU mt repent of their enormous Op*' 
pr^ofts^ yet) lp€fetdily repented of their 
ttmffov^iry Bene^wkfice} ind being thera* 
felves entangled in a iriuch more dan4 
ge/ous Bondage (through thcit abonii*? 
nable Avarice) under that old Slave^ 
holder and bard Tq/k-fimjier the Devil^ 
they wickedly renewed their former 
iniquitous claims df private Property in 
th^ Perfohs of their poor Brethreh^ and 
*' caujid the Servants and the Handmaids^ 
zi^h^fh iksy had let go free, it) re-* 
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(1I2) ** I'hen Pharaoh's army was come forth out 
«* of Egy^t : and When the Chald[ean8 that hefiegwf 
** Jerufalcm heard Tidings of thetta, they departed 
** from Jerufalem." Chap, xxxvii. 5. See alfo nth 
Verfc, at w^hich titte (fays Gi-otius) //^ J^ing ahd tbi 
Princes rej)ealcd the Popular-Decree co«cerBirtg Liher*^ 
tjj mentioned in the 34th chap.-rQuo tempore (fayi 
he) Rex ti Ffiricipes reftideVllAt dettet'uin de popu- 
larinAi libertate ut h«buimus^c» 34.'^** W&fcii the orftf^ 
** of the Chaldeans was broken up from Jcrufalem for 
♦♦ ffeai- bf Ph'arabh'is army.'* ' 

" turn : 
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^* turn : and brought them into sub* 
•* jEcrios for Servants andforHand^ 
** maidsy Jer. xxxiv. 11. Perhaps 
they thought to excufe therafelves, like 
our modern African Merchants and Ame^ 
rican Planters^ by pleading the neces- 
sity oi tolerating Slavery ^ and the ^,v- 
a£iion of involuntary Service ; viz. that 
the Profit arifing therefrom was necejfary 
for their fupport; and that Hufbandry 
and other laborious bufinefs could not 
be performed at fo cheap a rate by free 
hired Servants as by Slaves : but whe- 
ther fuch reafons as thefe, or others of 
greater weight, w^ere then alledged, is 
not material ; it is fufficient for the pre- 
fent argument to be certain, that, what- 
ever were their Pretences or Excufes 
for enflaving their Brethren, they did 
only deceive themfelves^ and haftefi the 
Vengeance of Almighty God upon their 
own heads ; for they were, very foon 
afterwards, delivered up into the hands 

of 
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of their Enemies, the Babylonian Ty- 
rants, under whom their Countrymen, 
that had been carried away in the for- 
mer Captivities, experienced, in their 
OWN PROPER PERSONS, the deplorable 
condition of Slaves, being a moft juft 
punifhment for that tyranny and un^ 
reafonahle vassalage with which they 
fo unlawfully opprejfed their poor bre^ 
thren! Such was their Cr/w^ (I mean 
their principal Crime, or at leaft one of 
thofe Crimes which was mo/i abominable 
in the fight of a merciful God ; for they 
were, indeed, notorioufly guilty of 
Idolatry, and. many other deteftable 
Crimes befides this) and fuch their reta- 
liated Punifhment, which was inflicted 
exprefsly on that account. — *' There- 
'' fore" (fays the Text ; fo that the 
reafon of God*s interpofition is manifeft) 
' ' the Word of the Lord came to Jeremiah 
" from the Lord, faying. Thus faith the 
^' Lord (Jehovah), the Gop of Ifrael -, 
Z ^' I made 
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" / maJs a Covenant with your Fathers. 
*' in the day that J brought them forth out 
of the Land of Egypt ^ out of the 
HOUSE OF bondmen'* (a circum- 
ftance which they were frequently 
commanded never to forget^ as I have 
before remarked, but fympathetically 
to learn mercy thereby (113), "7^"" 
*^ ing ; At the end of feven years let ye go 
*' every man his Brother an Hebrew ^ 
" which hath been fold unto thee; and 
** ivhen he hathferved thee fix yearsy thou 
^* fhalt LET HIM GO YH'Bsn from thee: 
*' but your Fathers hearkened not unto me^ 
'* neither inclined their ear. And ye were 
" nowturnedy and had doi^e right in 
" MY bight, in proclaiming li- 

*^ BERTY EVERY MAN TO HIS NEIGH- 

(113) " But thou flialt remember that thou waft a 
^* Bondman in Egypt, and the Lord thy God redeem- 
** id tbet tbencei ths&cforiI command thee to do 
f* thii Thing.*' Deut. xxiv. 18,22. alfo c, xv. 15. 
and xvi. 13/&C. &c. ^ 

4. ^^ BOUR 
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BOUR (114); and ye had made a Co-- 
venant before me in the Houfe which is 
'' called by my Name: But ye turned 
*' and polluted my Name^ and caufed 
** every man his Servant^ and every man 
" bis Handmaid^ whom he had set at 

** LIBERTY AT THEIR PLEASURE^ 

(or to their mind or will), " to return^ 
*^ and brought them into fubjeSiiony to be 
" unto you for Servant s^ and for Hand- 
" maids. Therefore'* (now mark 
the Punifhment, ye wretched Slave- 
holders and Advocates for private Pro- 
perty in the Perfons of Men) ** thus faith 
" the Lord" (Jehovah) ; " Te have 
*^ not hearkened unto me in proclaim- 
" ING liberty every one to his Brother^ 
" and every man to his Neighbour : be- 

(i 14) Mark tbis ye fordid Tyrants of the Earth ! 
the Almighty Lord of the Universe hath con- 
defcended to inform you, that the proclaiming 
Liberty e'verj man to bis neighbour, (and all Men 
without. diftindlion are at this day to be t^ttmtAyour 
Neigbbonrs and Butbren^) is right in his sight ! 

Z z t' hold^ 
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holdj I PROCLAIM A LIBERTY yir 

youj faith the Lord" (fignificantly 
marking his deteftation of Slave-holdin^ 
by an ironical repetition of that oppofite 
meafure (the proclaiming of liberty) 
which they had negledled ; and there- 
fore God himfelf proclaimed a dif- 
ferent kind of liberty — liberty) 
*' to theSwordj to the Pejiilencey and to 
^' the Famine :'' (here is a proclama- 
tion of liberty with a vengeance I 
But alas ! the hardened Jewifh Slave- 
holders^ like Engli/hmen now-a-days, 
were too wicked to take warning.) '^j4nd 
" / will make you'^ (faith the Lord) 
^^ to he removed into all the Kingdoms of 
*' the EartU^ (that is, to be led away 
into Captivity by their Enemies: sla- 
ver Y being a very juft as well as com- 
mon ptmifhment for tyrants).. "-^W 
'' / will give the men that have tranf- 
*' g^^Jf^d my Covenant^ which have not 
'* performed the Words of the Covenant 

^* which 
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" which they had made before me^ when 

^' they cut the Calf in twain^ and pajfed 

" between the Parts thereof {\i^^ the 

" Princes of Judah^ and the Princes of 

" Jerufaleniy the Eunuchs^ and the Priejisy 

(115) For in making the Covenant before God in 
the Temple to proclaim Liberty ^ as mentioned in the 
15th verfe, they divided the vi^im in two parts, and 
pafTed between the parts in imitation of the folemn 
Covenant which God made with Abraham^ when a 
X fmoaking furnace, and a lamp of fire, paiTed between 
the pieces of the divided Heifer, She Goat,&c. as men- 
tioned in Gen. XV. 9 to 17, fignifying, fays Vatablus, 
— *• that they nuijh to be put to death as this Calftvas 
** cut a/under <t if they break the Covefiattt,**^"In federe 
pangendo dividebant vitulum, et per medium tranii- 
bant, /ignificantes fe optare emori ut ille vitulus crat 
caefus fi fedus frangerent. Crit. Sac. Tom. 4. 5640. 
*— " Nam fignificabat" (fays Munftcr) ** ritus ille ut, 
" ii quis dolo malo difceffiifet a pollicitis, ilium quo- 
** quefecaret Dominus et occideret horrende." Crit. 
Sac. 5639.— And Clarius gives a part of the words 
ufed on thofe occafions, " Ordo orationis" (fays he) 
** eft, Dabo ^viros qui pra'varicanfur fedus meum, ficut 
** 'vitulum quern conciderunty'* Sec, In Templo enim im- 
molarant ritu celeberrimo divifo vituloper cujus partes 
utrinque oppofitas incedebant, fi^iulque jurabant et 
fe devovabant ut eveniret ipiis ficut vitulo ii fedus 
rumperent. Dicit ergo— Dabo vos ficut vitulum il- 
ium, &c. 

*' and 
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** and all the People of the Land^ which 
** p^S^d between the parts of the Calf\ / 
*^ will even give them into the 

*' HAND OF THEIR ENEMIES, and into 

*' the hand of them that seek their 
*' life: and their dead Bodies Jhall he 
*' for Meat unto the Fowls of the Heaven^ 
*^ and to the Beajis of the Earth (i i6). 
" And Zedekiah king of Judah, 
*^ and the princes, will I give into the 
*^ hand of their Knemies^ and into the hand 
*' of them thatfeek their Life (117), and 

'' into 

(116) Manifcftly alluding to the heavy curfe to 
which, with theirown confent,they had rendered them- 
fclves liable by their breach of the Solemn Covenant, 
viz. that they fhould be Hain, as the Calf was when they 
made the Covenant, and their dead bodies be left like 
the divided parts of the Calfy to theyoW/ of the air. Sec, 
for in the defcription of that folemn rite in Genefis we 
read that—** the Fowls came down upon theCarcafes,** 
and — *' Abram drove them away." Gen. xv. ii. 

(117) Here is a diftinft repetition of a part of the 
fmrne Judgment again d the King and Princes y though 
it does not appear that the King himfelf was adlually 
guilty of flavc-holding: however, it feems, he negleft- 
e4 to enforce the Laws of the Land in behalf of the 

injured 



*' into the band'* (continued the Pro- 
" phet) ^^ of the King of Babylon* s ^rmy^ 
^^ which are gene up from you** (for the 
withdrawing of the Babylonian Army- 
was a very recent in/iance of God's Mercy j 
which rendered more notorious the in- 
gratitude of thofc who fb immediately 

it)j ared poor, and by fuffcring others with impunity 
to hold their Brethren in an unnAt^ral Bond^i^, he be- 
come a party in the oppreflion, and of courfe afharer 
of the punifliment. O that modern Kings, who in any 
degree confent to the toleration of flavery in their do- 
minions, would think of this tremendous example, 
and exert every Royal Prerogative (that they arc le- 
gally invefted with) in reftraining their Princes and 
People from opprefling their poor Brtthrm ; in m9AVk^ 
tiiniiig the natural Right J o£ Mankind ; and in defend- 
ing the Poor from the Rich, the Weak from the Strong, 
by ballancing the Poiver of the Nobles (or rich Land- 
holders) by^the Official Pomier of the Crown in behalf of 
the juft Rights of the Common People. Thefe are the 
mod efierttial purpofes of Regal Government and Royal 
Prerogative, which, furely, can never be exerted 
either fo profitably, or iojajely, on any other occafions 
whatfoever, for it is by ftridl Jufticc or Righteoufnefs 
ahne that a King's Throne can be truly 2LXk^fafely 
tftahlijhcd^ and not by refined fophiftical Politicks, 
Mercenary Armies, or Parliamentary Corruption ! 

broke 
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*^ and all the People of the Land^ which 
** p^Jf^d between the parts of the Calf\ J 
** will even give them into the 

*' HAND OF THEIR ENEMIES, and into 

*' the hand of them that seek their 
*' life: and their dead Bodies Jhall be 
" for Meat unto the Fowls of the Heaven^ 
*^ and to the Beajls of the Earth (116). 
" And Zedekiah king of Judah, 
*^ and the princes, will I give into the 
** hand of their Knemies^ and into the hand 
" of them thatfeek their Life (117), and 

" into 

(116) Manifeftly alluding to the heavy curfe to 
which, with theirown confent,they had rendered them- 
fclvcs liable by their breach of the Solemn Covenant, 
viz. that they ihould beHain^as the Calf w^s when they 
made the Covenant, and their dead bodies be left like 
the di'vided parts of the Calf to they^w/f of the air ^ hz. 
for in the defcription of that folemn rite in Genefis wc 
read that — ** the Fowls came down upon theCarcafes," 
and — •* Abram drove them away." Gen. xv. ii. 

(117) Here is a di(tin£t repetition of a part of the 
fume Judgment again ft the King and Princes^ though 
it does not appear that the King himfelf was adlually 
guilty of flave-holding : however, it feems, he negled- 
cd to enforce the Laws of the Land in behalf of the 

injured 
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*' into the hand'' (continued the Pro- 
" phet) ^^ of the King of Babylon' s^rmy^ 
^^ which are gene up from you" (for the 
withdrawing of the Babylonian Army 
was a very recent in/iance of God's Mercy ^ 
which rendered more notorious the in- 
gratitude of thofc who fo immediately 

it)jured poor, and by fuffcring others with impunity 
to hold tbtir Brethren in an unnttt^ral Bondage^ hebe« 
come a party in the oppreffion, and of courfe afharer 
of the punilhment. O that modern Kings, who in any 
degree confcnt to the toleration of flavery in their do- 
minions, would think of this tremendous example, 
and exert every Royal Prerogative (that they arc le- 
gally invefted with) in reftraining their Princes and 
People from opprcfling i\lm poor Brethren \ in msXn'- 
XsamiiglYiQ natural Rights o^ Mankind ; and in defend- 
ing the Poor from the Rich, the Weak from the Strong, 
by ballancing the Po<wer of the Nobles (or rich Land- 
holders) by the Official Fowuer of the Crown in behalf of 
the juft Rights of the Common People. Thefe are the 
moll efierttial purpofes of Regal Government andRoyal 
Prerogative, which, furely, can never be exerted 
either fo profitably, or ioja/ely, on any other occafions 
whatfoever, for it is by ftrift J u dice or Righteoufnefs 
alone that a King's Throne can be truly 2Lnd/afely 
tftahlijhcd, and not by refined fophiftical Politicks, 
Mercenary Armies, or Parliamentary Corruption ! 

broke 
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broke the fblemn Covenant of pro- 
claiming LIBERTY ; but God's ven- 
geance kept pace with the Opprefjion 
of the unrepenting Tyrants 1). " Bc" 

" botd^ I WILL COMMAND, SAITH 

*^ THE Lord, and cause them Ta 
*^ return to this city" (a remark- 
able inftance of God's over-ruling Pro- 
vidence in the World ! The haug|ity, 
felf-willed, Babylonian Monarch and 
his Men of War perceived not that they 
were mere inftruments in the hands of 
God !), " and they Jhall fight againjl if, 
** and take //, and burn it with fire :. and 
*^ /will make the Cities of Judah a 
•* Dejolation without an Inhabitant^ 
Jcr. xxxiv. 

There is no order of time prdferved 
in the CoUeftion of Jeremiah's Prophe- 
cies, as I have already remarked ; for 
the two next chapters (vi%. the 35th 
and 36th) contain Prophecies which 

were 
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were delivered feveral years before, in 
the reign of Jehoiakim ; but the 37th 
chapter relates to the fame time exziify 
as the 34th chapter laft quoted, viz. 
the times when " Pharaoh's Army was 
** come forth out of Egypt'* (xxxvii. 
5.), which occafioned the departure 
(for the prefent) of the Ghaldeansl 
And it was, probably, in the interval 
between thefe twd cirCuHjiftances fviz. 
after Pharaoh was come^ forth from 
Egypt, and was advancing, but ifefor^ 
the Chaldeans left the Siege on that 
account) that Zedekiah" ffcnt' tvsro Mef- 
fengers to the Prophet (virho was then 
at liberty, as the 4th verfe exprefsly de- 
clares) to defire his Prayers : — ** Pray 
>* now unto the Lord our God for us ; 
but the Prophet's Anf\ver on that occa- 
lion was not returned till the Chaldeans 
departed from Jerufalem, as mentioned 
in the 5th verfe (and probably aifo not 
till after the Covenant about Liberty 
A a was 



was broken): — " Then came tbf Wor$ 
♦• of the Lord to Jeremiah^ faying^ Tbui 
*^ faith the Lord, the God of Israel ; 
** I'husfhallyepy to the King of Judab^ 
^^ that fent you unto me to enquire ofrne'i 
" Beholdy Pharaoh's A'tny^ which is 
" come forth to help.you^ fhall return to 
** B'gj^pt into their own Land. And the 
^* Chaldeans shalx- com?: again, 
" Af^d fight againjl this City^ and take it^ 
" and burn it with fire* Thus faith the, 
*' Lord\ Deceive kot yourselves, 

fayingj The Chaldeans fhall furely dcr. 

part from us ; for they, fhall not depart. 

For though ye had fmjtten the whole. 
" Army of the Chaldeans that fight againfi: 
^\ you^ and there remained but wounded 
" MEijr aniong them^'' (now mark how. 
impoflible it is for Slave-holders to ftand 
before their Enemies !)• '^ yet fhould they ^ 
(that is, the wounded men) '' rife up 
*^ every Man in his Tent^ and burn this, 
*.' City with Fire. ^'^ Ch.xxxvii. tover.io- 

It 



It was alio during this recefs of the 
Babylonian Army, that the Prophet 
was put into prifon by the Princes, for 
taking that opportunity to attempt his 
efcape from Jerufalem. See ch. xxxvii. 
II — 1 6. 



Afterwards (i 1 8) ^^ Zedekiah the King 
fent and took him out : and the King qfked 
himfecretly in hisHoufe^ and faid^Is there 
(any) Word from the Lord? Andjere-^ 
miahfaid^ "There is : for ^ /aid he^ Thou 
Jhalt be deli'Oered into the hand of the 
King of Babylon^'' &c. Ch. xxxvii. ly. 






The Prophet alio took this opportu- 
nity of remonftrating to the King con- 
cerning his own cafe :— ** Moreover Je-- 
remiahfaid unto King Zedekiah y What" 

".HAVE I OFFENDED AGAINST THEE, 

^^ er again fi thy Servants^ or againft this. 

(i i8) For he remained in Prifon man;^ Jayst as we 
le^d in the 1 6th verfc. 

A a 2 People^ 
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** People^ ibet yt have put me tit Prl- 
" yo» ( " 9) • ti^^^^^ (are) -npwytmf Pro^ 
** pbets^ which pri^yefied unto yw> fay^ 
" ing^ The King of Babylon Jball not 
" CMM n^gdiv/i you^ nor againjl this 
*• Land {i2o) ? ^erefore hear now^ I 
*' pray thee^ O my Lord the King : let 
" ^ JupplieatioHy I pray thee^ be ac- 
^* cepted before thee ; that thou ^aufe me 
" not to^ return to tin Houfe of Jonathan 
*' the Scribe^ lejl I die tlxre'^ And it 
appears that Zedckiah (notwithftanding 
his general wickediiels) yet had no per* 
fon^l pique agaixifl: the Prophet, but wa& 

(119) This fhcws that fpeahng Truihy be It ever 
fefevere^ (provided it is not fpoken far the fkke 
of mere abufe, but for the porpo&s of warning and 
amendnient) ought not to be elleemed an Offencty for 
fn'rely no truths can ever be more harlh or fevcre than- 
thoie uttered by Jeremiah againft the Court of Zedc- 
kiah! 

. (120) For thefc Eyil Coun&llors» k feeras, likt 
true impleawnts of the Devil, artempted by their 
falfe intelligence from time to time to make the King 
firm in Ms bad itteafures and wicked policy* 

well 
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well inclined to grant his Petition^ ^s 
alio t daily allowance of Bread, as loog 
as any could be procured (12 1)* 

And when the Princes advifed Zcde- 
kiah to put Jeremiah to death, becaafe 
he pubhcly exhorted all the Profile to ;g9 
over to the Enemy (122), k appears, 

- {lii) "7^«r" (fays the Text) ** Zedei^iah i^^V^n^ 
^ commanded that they (hould commit Jereftna3iifit» 
** the Court of the prifon, and that they ftiotild^^ive 
♦* him daily a piece of bread out of the Bakers St»et;» 
^* utail all the Bread in the City ^ooere/fent^ 

(122) Which would ha^e been trtt^m t9 ihi Jtau^ 
and a high crime, had not the Kingdom been adtrall^ 
condemned by the word of God, viz. ** l!buz faith A&r 
•« Lord ; He that remaineth in this City ihall -die hf 
** the Sword, by the Famine, and by the Peftiiencc: 
" but he that goeth firth H the Chttldeans fl?M U^ 5 
'* for he fhall have his life for a prey, and {halliivCir 
** Thus faith the Lord; This City fhaU>r«^ he gintm 
** intif the hand of the King of Babylon's army, whkk 
** ihali take it. Therefore the Princes faid unto the 
** King, We befeech thee let this man be put to death : 
** for thus he weakeneth the hands of the raea of war 
** that remain in this City, and the hands of mH the 
** fecpte^ in fpeakingyitri^ words unto them : for this 
** man feeketh not the welfare of this people^ but the 
** hurt/' &c. Chap, xxxriii. i td 4* 

7 that 
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that though the King thought he had 
not fufficient authority to oppofe their 
Council, yet he would . not concerix 
himfelf againft the Prophet to condemn 
him, but only left him in their hands 
(123) ; and no fooner was the King in- 
formed of the dangerous fituation of 
Jeremiah from the malice and injuftice 
of the Princes (i 24), than he gave ex- 
prefs orders to the generous and con- 
fcientious Ethiopicui (who had reprefent- 
ed the cafe), to take a Guard of thirty 
Men, and draw him up from the Dun- 
geon, and he was placed in the Court 
of the Prifon (125). The King after- 

(123) " Then Zedekiah the King faid. Behold, he 
*' ijs) in your hand if or the King (is) not{\yc that) can 
" £io (any) thing againft you, ^* Chap, xxxviii. ver. £• 

(124) " Vy Lord the King, thefe men have dom. 
** ^Win all that they have done to Jeremiah the Pro- 
" phet, whom they have caft into the dungeon ; "and 
** he is like to die for hunger in the place where he 
•* is : for {there is) no more bread in the City.'* Chap. 
•* xxxviii. ver. 9. 

(125) Ch'ap. :?cxxviii. 10—15* 

wards 
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Hyards fent for the Prophet, and had a 
private conference with him ; he alfo 
bound himfelf under a folemn Oath, 
that he would neither kill him nor give 
bim up to his Enemies ; and as he kept 
|iis promife, notwithftanding that J ere- 
iniah ftill perfevered in denouncing the 
moft tremendous Judgements againft hi tn 
and the whole Kingdom, it is manifeft, 
that the king had no perfonal refent- 
ment againft the Prophet ; being fenfi- 
ble, probably by that tipe, of Jere-^ 
miah's fincerity and innocence, as well 
as of the truth of his Warnings, tho' 
he had not grace and humility enough 
to fubmit himfelf to the only alternar 
tive from deftruftion, which God was 
now pleafed to offer him, (perhaps in 
cpnfideratipn of his favour tp Jeremiah) 
and which the Prophet as afFeftionately 
prefled him to accept, but in vajq- 

Thef? 
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Thefe circumftances, and feverd 
cthefs^ wiB; be found in the 38th chapr 
tGt (126) ; but wc muft go back to the 
3zd chapter for the continuation of the 
Hiftory^ which we there find advanced 
to the tentlr year of Zedekiah*s r^ign^^* 
the Siege being ftill carried on, and 
Jeremiah ftiU Ihut up in the Court of 

(126} f— •* If thou wilt aflWredly go forth unto the 
•* King of Babylon's Princes^ then tky fool fliall live^ 
** aaxi this City fiiall be burned with ^c ; ^d tkoa 
"'• ihak live and thine houfe. But if thou wilt xM)t 
^ go* forth to the King of Babylon's Princee, thca 
^ iksbLl this City be given into the hand of the Chal* 
**- deans* and they iball b<irn it with fire, and thou 
•** fiialt not efcape out of their hand. And Zedekiah 
^ tb^ King: faid nnto Jeremiah, I am aftnid of the 
•^ Jew3 that aie fallctt to the Chaldeans, leH they dp- 
*' liver me into their hand, and they mock mc« 
•* Ewt Jesemiah fiaid. They fliall not deliver (thee). 
^•^ 0%> I hefe^cb th^e^ the .'voice of the h»KX> which I 
*' fpeak. unto thee : fo it fliall be well anto thee, and 
•* thy £bal &aU live," &c* Chap.xxxviii. vcr. 17 to 20. 
The remainder of the chapter contains a fu^cthcr de-» 
foiptionof the judgements that were to take place 10 
cafe fee lefuiitd to accept of -the alternative above men-, 
uoned ; as alfo an account of Zedekiah's expedient 
^ojr ccmccaling what had pafTed between him and Je- 
lemiah: from the Princes* 
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the Prifon. Iti thfe 3d, 4th, and 5th 
verfes wc find a repetition of ibme cir- 
cmnftahccs of the dreadftil Vengeance 
^^/5r^ deriounced againft Zedekfah ; but 
they are not rrfentioned m that place as 
t>eing then repeated by the Prophet, but 
dnfy as havihg been the caufe of his Con- 
finement. From the 6th to the i6th 
verfe . is related— =-the remarkable Pro- 
phecy concerning the Repoffeffion of 
Houfes^ Fiddly and Vineyards after the 
Captivity ; in token of which the Pro- 
phet's Kinfraan, Hanameel, was pro- 
videntially feiit to tender to him the 
pUfchafe of a Field in Anathbth, to 
Which he^ Was' next Heir. I^fom the 
I7tli to the 25th verfe of this chapter is 
contained— ^the Prophet^s Prayer oh that 
occafion, wherfein he moft fblemnly de- 
fcribes the Mercy ^ as well as the Fen- 
geanccy of Ood, Cheii dreaidfully ap- 
proaching !—** j^k Lord God I .Beholdy 
** thou h^ made the Heaveh and the 
B b " Earth 
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" Earth by thy great Po^er andfiretched* 
" outjirmy^\im£) ^' there isnothing too hard 
" for thee : Thou Jbeweji loving iindneff 
" unto thoufands. And recompenses t 
^^ THE iNioyiTY of.theF-athers into 
** the bofom of their Children after. them: 
" The great, the mighty God ! 
*' .THELoRD(or Jehovah) OF Hosts-' 
(is) " HIS NAME ! Great in couNr 
" ciL, and MIGHTY IN WORK ? For 
^' thine Eyes"^ (are) " ppen upon all the 
" ways of Meny to give every one 
" according to his ways," (mark 
this, ye Slave-holders and African Mer- * 
chants!) *' and according to the 
" fruit of his hoings ! Which hqjl 
^^ fet{\ %']^ Signs andlVqnders inJhe Land 
*' ^f^gypf' (even) ''unto this day (128)" 
(amongft which the moft remarkably 

(127) Pofuifti jytytih " Ponere pro facere^ more 
I* Hebreorum." Vatablus. Crit, Sac. Tom. 4. p. 5628. 

(128) "Ufque ad diem Yixxnc:'—'' Celebrata /cili' 
f • ff/," fays Grotius. Crit.. Sa^^Tpm. 4. p. 56j«t 

were 
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ivei^e God*s feVefre Judgements agairift 
ihe^greQt Egyptian SLAVfi-HOLDfiR and 
\m Kingdotn^ who refufed to ** plto- 
*^' CLAIM LiBERtY*' to hls Bond Ser- 
vants) **andmlfrae/(i2^)j andamong'^ 
(otfler) '^Men(i^6); and hajl made thee 
** a Name as- at this day*^ (viz. the day 
or tithe that God recompenfed the Jews 
*' according to their ways \^ the dreadful 
Storm of God's Vengeance againft 

(129) ——in IJiraei alfot even in that *verj nation 
which the Almighty (by the abovementioned Signs 
and Wonders) delivered from the nouss of bon- 
dage, and reftored to thtii natural Rights i which, 
nevertheleftfy wa9 £nce become notorious^ for ikt/ame 
kinda/opprejpon that God had puniihed in Eupt, — for 
a Crime, which of all others, muft be moii intolerable 
in the Sight of the Great Redeemer from sla- 
very ; it being not only a proof of the mod ihameful 
ingratitude^ but alfb a notorious breach of God's ex- 
prefs Command, viz. to rfw^w^^r that they themfelves' 
had been Bondmen IN Egypt! See Dent. xv. 15. 
^vi. 12. xxiv. 18 and 22. 

(130) Amongft Qther Nations alfo Gob's Ven- 
geance againft Tyrants and Opprefors hath been ma- 
nifefted, fome examples of which fhaU hereafter be 
inferted. 

B b a Jcrufalenji 



[ '9^ } 

Jerufalefi^ being thea Jbegun, jvhich 
was not to ,ceafe till the whole was laid 
dcfolate !), ^' and baft brought thy Peopli 
" Ifra^elpfft of the Land of Egypt njffith 
" ^Ig^ fH^4 W/V/& Wonders^ atu} ^itk ^ 
" firong Hand^ and with q Jlretchedrout 
" Arm^y and tiOitb great. Terror {13,1)9 

'^ and 



(131) For that ^woackrf ul ^xamp^e pf G o d 's V e n- 
GEANCE againft Tyranny, and of his Mercy in 
REDEEMING a Nation from Slavery, was of all 
othejs the moft eminent, and, confc|^trently, the of- 
teneft repeated in Seriptttre (as ifi thisplace), *tiH the 
accomplilhment of the much inore glorious redemption 

from SPIRITUAL SLAVERY, the BONDAGE of the Be- 

wl *, (of which the former was only a Type;) when 
the Son of God invited all mankind to the Freedom 
of the Gospel, — to the True Knowledge of the Law 
of Liberty for the regulation of thetr behaviour to- 
wards each other ; giving them power " to become the 
*^fons of God\'y^ and to partake even of the Divine 

* << Forafmuch then as the Children ar£ Partakos of fle(h and 
" blood, he," (that is, Chrlft) " alfo himfclf, lijtewife t09k p^ 
** of the fame ; that through Death he might dcftroy him that 
** hadthe powQ: of death,** (that is,^eiPeviJ,) <<anddeUycr,t)iem 
" whp through fear of death were ^ ^eir lifetime ii3^l^e|ft |y> 
« Bondage*' ^eb. ii. 14, i5.<— *' I bebcld^Sff/^n asLiglitnii^gJ^jilL 
«* from Heaven." Lultex. 18. 



t John i. i^* 



Natwri 
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*^ and haft given tbem tbU L^ni, wji/c* 
*^ tjbpfi 4^fl^^A^ f^ ^i^ Fflthtrs to give 
*^ tkem^ a Landfio^mg with Milk .and 
^' ffpfuy ; ^nd thy cflme in and ppfMed 
*5 it-\ but they obeyed .n0 fby Foifif^ n^i-^ 
',' ihjsr WAL1S.ED IN THy hAW**.ihey 



^Naf^r/X by % , Gift of !jic Holy Ghsfi. §, which is 
abfolutely promifed to all that fincerely afk |1 it ia 
ChriiVs name^. 

\ " Through the Jcnowledge of Jt»im that hath c^ed ;US 

.'* to-G^oryani Virtue : whereby uv gifen iinto iic cxcfcedlmf 
" great and precious proimifcsi th4t.Jl2J M^cie ye might hp^AX- 
" TAKins of the Divine Naturi, having eicaped thc'Cor- 
« xuption that if yi. the worl^^Tou|;h Lu^^ a Pe(cri. 3,4. « 

f ^f Jf or as yi^y as »rc kd by tie Sfiritof God, ih^ ate tht 
" 5p.«j ff/ .C?oi. for ye have not received the Spirit of Bandage 
** again to fear, hnt ye have rtceiv^l the Spirit of Adoption^ 
*• whereby wo cry — •Abba^Father," &c. Rom. viii. 14, iSf 
** Know ye not that ye are the "temple of Cod^ ;md that the Spi- 
** rii fif -Cod ^fllet^b in ^0^ f If apy v^ftj. defile the Tempk M 
« God, him ihall God deftroy : for the Temple of God is Hotyi 
« .wl\ich" .(Jttfipie) '*' ^ aje." J S^ar. Jiii* 16, 11* 

I ^< AJ[ ^d \t ihall be giyox you,*' ^c^ ^.^. yii. 7* AM^ .3jy^ 
i4. ^uKe xi. p. Johp XV. 7» . 

♦ «* Whatfocverycftiall^fk^N my na^x" (faid our Lord 
Je su^) '< in my Namci tfast' irt^ I Ho, t^ii the Father may be 
*< glorified in the Son. If>ye (h4l ^.ViJ thms i^^ ^^ K>ms, 
«« I will do it," &c. John xiv. 1 3, &c. — " How much mofe ihall 
f< vouf ]|I(»xWy ^^4cr ^yejtho Hplj Spf^ Xq thcfi diat a/k 
" him." Luke xi. 13. 

A *' have 
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•* have ifone nothing of all that thou conl* 
**. mandejl them Pi do i th&ifore thbu hq/i 
•' caufid all this evil to come upon them^* 
The Prophet then proceeds to defcJribd 
the Terrors of the Siege, which were 
at that time prefent before his eyes r—- 
*' Behold the mounts !" (faid he) 
** ^hey are come unto the City to take it,^^ 
t^c. And after reciting fomc; other 
Caufes of God*s Anger againft his Peo* 
pie (as Difobediemej Idolatry^ ^c.J, and 
declaring the certainty of the Defolation 
that would follow, he once more promifes 
a happy Return to their own Land ; 
which is alfo again repeated inthe fol- 
lowing chapter (xxxiii), with the additi- 
onal Promife of the branch of righ-^ 
TEousNEss to grow up unto David, that 
fliould ^^ execute ]VVOEUis,ifr and righ^ 
" TEousNESs"— which Zedekiah had 
fo notorioufly neglected ; for on thefe 
Terms alone could the Jews be permit-^ 
ted to remain in pofleflion of their own 

Land I 
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Liand ! — ^^Ifye tbprs^if^ly animiytmr 
^* wpyi and your doings :. if ye thoroughly 
*'.. EXECUTE .judgemjBNT between a 
^\ MAN and his neighbour ;** (if) " ye 

>*r OPPRESS NOT THE STRANGER,"' 

(mark this ye tranfporters of the poor 
Africans !) " the father le/s and the wi^ 
^^'dow^ and Jhed not innocent blood in this 
^^ place ^ .neither walk after other 
'VGoDs" (fee note in pages 142 to 152) 
^* to your hurt ; then will. I cause you 

" TO DWELL IN THIS. PLACE, in THE 
" LAND THAT / GAVE TO YOUR FA- 
^* THERS, FOR EVER AND EVER.'' Jen 

vii. 5, I. A plain declaration this 
that they might for ever have enjoyed 
that National Eftablijhment which God ha4 
given them ! no foreign armaments coulcj 
have had power to deprive them of 
God's Gifty. had not their own iniquities 
deprived them of God's protedtion I It 
was the neglect of justice and 
JTATURAL right, or (according to 

the 
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Hkff fofifWurt^ f*i«fe) of pwG^^fif 

dowtt G^D's ,yftft'ofeAN''(i:E upon thchi ! 
This w^s zppAt6iitfy t»» ^'Aingi^ad 
CAUSE (let! Britain therefore tr^ffible 
for her AotoriduS flatioiial corf'ufMn and 
oppreffions) of tit At horr-id misery 

WHICH RErGl»EI> tN Jfi^USALEM 
' BtTRIJ^G THE BAB^YL^IWIAN SIEGE. 

-^" "thfyihat did feed delicately Ore de- 
^"^ folate in the fireetsl thef that were 
" hy ought lip in fcdrtet efnhr dee dmghilh /" 
Lam. iv. 5. arid again, " ^eythat heflain 
*^ toith thefword are. Better than"' (they 
that be) *^'' slain with hunger ; for 
^^ ihife pirte away stricken through 
^for^"^ (want of) ^' the fruits of the field. 
"' the hanfs of the pitifur (or rather of 
the affedidhate or tender heaVted) " wo- 
^^ meh have sodden**' (that is, boiled, 
for want of oHier food) ^^' their own Chil- 
^' dren^ t'heV were their meat in 

'' the 



£4 

C4 
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lh D^ruSikm' of the Daughter of my 
Feophy Ibid. Ven 9, lo. 



A mord deplorabfe ft&tie of wffefchcfd- 
nefs cannot be defcribed- ! Thefe- mife- 
fies ititreafed till the nth year of Ze- 
defciah, ^<4ien (as we read in the 39th 
chapter) " the City ^ti^as broken up (132) ; 
and then was the dreadful ven- 
geance, fo repeatedly denounced by 
the Prophet againft Zedekiah^ ready to 
btirfl oft the Head of that wicked Pnnce^ 



(132) And it came* to pafs, that vthcttZttiekiab the 
" King of Judah faw them'* (that ia, the Princes of Ba^ 
hylon^ who fat iii the Middle Gate, after the city was 
BUOKEN UP. Siee ch. xxxix. 2, 3.) " and all the men 
*• of war, then they fled, and went forth o^t of the 
** city by night, by the way of the King's Garden, by 
'^ the gate betweeh the two walls*: and ht went out 
*' the way of the plain. But the Cha Weans army 
" purfued after them, and overtook Zedekiah in the 
** plains of Jericho : and when they had taken him 
" they brought hinr up to Nebuehddne%%ar King of 
*' Babylon to Riblah in the Land Of Hamath, 
" where hd gave Judgement upon him." Ch. xxxix. 
4, 5. Compare this^with the Note in page 48. 

C c who, 
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who, in addition to all his other Crimes, 
had {o lately violated the folemn Cove- 
nant of PROCLAIMING LIBERTY TO 

THE BOND SERVANTS, by ueglecliiig 
to enforce the Laws of God, and of his 
Country, in behalf of the poor op- 
pressed PEOPLE, that had been com- 
pelled by their petty Tyrants to return 

into BONDAGE ! 

This was fo notorious acontenlpt of 
JUSTICE and righteousness (like 
the TCcleration of slavery in the Bri- 
tish Empire), that God's ven- 
geance, before denounced, was inevi- 
tably confirmed, and the King was, 
foon afterwards, delivered up^ with all 

HIS NOBtES and MEN OF WAR that 

remained, into the hands of their en- 
raged Enemies, agreeable to the juft 
decree of God (before recited from the 
24th chapter) ; his Sons were JIain be- 
fore 
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FORE HIS EYES (133) ! 'and HIS eVes 
iebeU the eyes of the Jiern'Tyrant of 
Babylon^ as the Prophet Jeremiah had 
very circumftantially foretold (134) : 
but he never saw more ; for his eyes 
were put out by the order of the im- 
placable Conqueror (135), who there- 
by fulfilled another not lefs remarkable 
Prophecy of Ezekiel to the Captives at 



(133) " Then the King of Babylon flew the Sods of 
* * Zedekiah inRiBLAH before his eyes : alfo the King of 
" Babylonjlenv hhi. the nobles ^/^Tudah," Chap, 
xxxix. 6, See alfo Chap. lii. 10. 

(134) " Thou ihalt not eicape oat of his hand, bat 
" fhalt furely be taken and delivered into his hand ; 
** and THINE EYES ihall behold the eyes of the 
" King §f Babylon, and he fhall fpeak nuith thee 
** MOUTH to MOUTH, and thou fhalt go to Babylon,-' 
&c. Chap, xxxiv. 3. 

(135) " Moreover he put out T^dekiaVs Eyes, and 
*' bound him imth Chains, to carry him to Babylon J*^ 
Chap, xxxix. 7. And in the 5 2d chapter, where 
thefe circumftances are repeated, we find the follow- 
ing addition, 'viz, that the King of Babylon " car- 
•* ried him to Babylon, and put him in prifon to the day 
" of his death:' Chap. lii. 1 1. 

C c 2 Babylon^ 
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Babylon, tellkig them from God, ^* / 

*' Wiil -BHING HIM TO B^BYX^ON, 

^* the Land jof the Chaldeans j yetftiall he 
** NOT SEE IT, though hejball die there /'* 
'Ezek. xii. 13. Now to complete this 
tremendous Example of God^s Judge- 
ment againil the 'Toleration of Slavery^ i 
muft add, that the King of Babylon 

SLEW ^t,!. THE NOBLES OF JjUDAH, 

that is, ALL that were taken at that 
time ; and having put out Zedekiah^s 
Eyes, as before- mentioned^ he bound 
him (^*S7^w-//>J^J with Chains, to carry 
him to Babylon, where he and the 
remainder of the Jewifh Captives (the 
former Sj-ave-holpers, whpfe op- 
pression he had unjuftly tolerated) 
became (according to the phrafe of our 
modern Slave-holders) the private 
p^oPEETY of the Babylonian Tyraat 
and his Soldiers ! " J'key took the young 
'' M^n to grind J arid th^ Children fill 

^* under 
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*' tmier the Wv^J^iT/bY — ^imder the 
heavy burthems of their BABTXONiATi^r 
SLAVE-HomERS. But, what as ftM 
more remarkable, iktPoor of the People 
(who were, probably, the ficWflow and 
Bondwomen^ whofe Caufe God had 
avenged by thefe heavy Judgements) 
were left at home to poflefs the Laaids 
aj[id Vineyards of their former tyranmcal 
Majiers ; for '^ Nebuzaradan the 

(136) Laip. V. 13. In the fame chapter the mife- 
ries of 7^ fpned^ Juf ifiiidion adc ilrongAy -deHocatcd, 
^•^** Our Inheritance is turned to strangbrs, ^wr 
" Nou/es to J a ens. We are Orphans aud Fatherlefsy our 
" Mofh^jS eir£fij Widnnjtis, We hfive dmnhn our Water 
^'^ for Money \ pur Wood is Jhld unto m • Our necks 

** ARE UNDER PERSECUTION; WE LABOUR AN!> 

• *^ HAvp Np r^st/*&c, a J4ifl fecovnpesce for slavb- 
H0LDER5 ! aud agAin, — " Servants" (or Slaves) 
•* ha^e ruled o<ver us,^' fee.—'' They rayijhedthe Women 
f* in Sion, ^nd the Maids in thf cities of Judah ! 
* * Princes are hanged by their hand : the faces of Elders 
** ^wert not honoured. They took the YOtrK<5 M€n 

^* TP PRINp, AND THE CHI{<DRE1I FJELL UNDER 

"the wood," &c. Such a Retaliation of Tyranny 
xnufl every nation expert that promotes and tolerates 
ih^ery and QtPVi/fi^ ' Nothi^f b«t. fevere Repen- 
tance ^nd Aniei^dment caa prevent it! O that my 
countrymen ^"ould confidtr this ! 

« Captain 
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*' Captain of the Guard left of the poolt 

** OF THE PEOPLE, WHICH HAD NO- 

*' THING in the Land of Judah^ and 
" gave them Vineyards and Fields at 

*' THE SAME TIME.'* Jcr, XXXIX. 10.. 

Now it the African Traders^ Wefl 
India Merchants^ and American Planters 
could make it appear, that their imagi- 
nary^ PROPERTY ill Negro Slaves^ for 
which they fo ftrenuoufly contend, is 
as juftly acquired, as the property in 
Hebrew Captives^ which the Bahylo- 
nians acquired by their providential fuc- 
cefs in the Jewifli War : yet this would 
not afford them any juft excufe, or 
comfort, for their wounded Confciences, 
if they fhould ever have grace to feel 
remorfe ; becaufe it appears, that this 
VERY bondage of thi Jews (though 
apparently according to their deferts) 
brought upon the Chaldeans, in their 
turn^ the fame deplorable ^^i;^ con- 
dition^ 
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dltion, which they (like our modem 
Slave-holders) thought they had an un- 
doubted right to impofe on their imagi- 
nary Property^ the Jewifh Captives ! 

And yet Nebuchadnezzar did not 
burn and depopulate the Cities of Judaa 
merely for the fake oi procuring Slaves ^ 
like the black Accomplices of l\it Royal 
African Company. His War was juft 
and honourable : he came to punifh a 
rebellious and wicked tributary Nation, 
which had, without any ju/l reafon (and 
contrary to the exprefs Commands of God 
by the Prophets) j attempted to fhake off 
their Allegiance to the Babylonian Em- 
pire, to which they had long been 
fubjeft ; for the wicked Jewilh King 
Manaffeh, the Son of King Hezekiah, 
had, long before, been conquered, and 
carried into Captivity to Babylon (137), 

by 

(137) " And the Lord fpake to Manaffeh and to bis 
«< people : but they would not hearken. Wherefore 

4 " the 
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by the- King of Aflyrial (i/jS)" ; andtHie 
Aifyrianr Power aftferwards devolved to 
Nelmch'adnetzap lit the edrinwxerxcement 
of the BabyloniTO' Brnpire*, who had 
alfo himlelf, thrice before this laft 

*' the Lord, brought upon t\Ltm- the Cap.tainv ol 
*' the Hoft of the King of AfTyria, which took 
** Mana/Teh among the Thorns, and bourfd hini witK 
*• fetfters, and carried hkir to Babylon.'* 2 Chron; 
xxxiii. 10, II. 

(138) According^to Biibop Uftier this King o5 Af- 
fyria was Efarhaddon^ who (as he relates) annexed the 
domiHion of Judiea- td-the-Impenal-Crown^o^ k^rWi 
and carried King ManaAeh to Babylon ; but, upon 
his repentance, mercifully reflpred him to his Royal 
Dignity, though he wa& ill 11 to remain fubjed- 16 the 
Jmperjal Jurifdiftion of AfTyria: and afterwards, 
when the whole AfTyrian Power'devolved to Nebu- 
chadnezzar, in the commencement of the Babylonian 
'Empire, Jehoiakim King of Judah, became his {tt-^ 
vant three years, and then turned and rebelled againft 
him * ; but the kingdom being agdin coftquefed a few 
years after, .in the roign of' his Son Jehoialtfhi)f^ the 
King of Babylon carried the latterinto captivity^ aod 
made Zedekiah King in his room, .who- alfo rebelled 
both againft God and the King- of Babylon^ and 
thereby wilfully drew down thofe heavy judgements 
upon himfclf aud the kingdom ! 

* a Kingfr Kxiv. i. 

■ War, 
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War, conquered ^udea ; and ZeJekia^^ 
the laft Monarch before the Captivity, 
reigned expref sly ij^^/^ appointment, fo 
that his wilful rebellion dearly j lift ified 
the Babylonian Invafion; and add to 
this, that the Aflyrians (139) and Ba- 
bylonians (140) were, in a very extra- . 
ordinary manner^ preordained and aii* 
thprized by Almighty God to punifli 
the crying wickednefs of the Ifraelites 
and Jews ; which furely may be alledg- 
ed as a further juftification of the con- 

(139) ** O AflyHa ! the rod of mine anger, and the 
*< ilaff' in their hand is min^ indignation; I will 
** fend him againd a hypocritical Nation , and againft 
"» the people of toy wrath will I give him a charge 
" to take the fpoil, and to take the prey, and to tread 
** them down like the mire of the ftreets. Howbeit, he 
^' meaneth not fO> neither doth his heart think fo, 
** but (// is) in his heart to deftroy, and cut off nations 
*« not a few," &c. Ifaiah x. 6, 7. 

(146) •* And now I have given all thefe lands into 
** the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the King of Babylon^ 
"< myfervant, &c. — and all nations (hall serve 
>' him» and his Son's Son, until the very time of his 
^* Land cokne: and then many nations and great kings ^ 
** ihailsEuVE THEMSELVES of him,'* &c. Jer.xxvii. 
6^ 7.«-'tiere is ainanifeft inftance of Nathnal Retri* 
Av//^ir in kind ! 

D d quQjft, 
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queft, and fubfequent Right of Service^. 
(if it may be efteemed a Right) which 
both j^rians aiid Balylonlans feemed 
to have acquired thereby. 

But notwithftanding all thefe re- 
markable circumftances (which rendert- 
ed the claims of thefe Eaftj^n Nations 
to the JcivIJIj Captives^ infinitely more 
equitable than any claims that ouf mo- 
dernjlave-holders can produce. in favour 
of their unnatural oppreffion of the 
poor wretched Captives of Africa) yet 
both JKfyriajis and Babylonians^ as well 
as All the oxhtx neighbouring nations that 
were guilty of the like bppreffiohs, drew 
dow^i upon themfelves a fevere national 
RETRIBUTION of Vengeance for pre- 
fumptuoufly enjlaving and opprejjing 
each other ; for, though they were in^ 
Jlnuitents hi God's hand for the mutuaj 
punifhment of each other, and aded 
exprefsly by his pcrmiffion for that pur- 

pofe, 



{ 2ri J 

pofe, yet the Caufes of AElion^ whicli 
they themfelves were capable of perceiv- 
ing, and by which they were apparently 
moved, were very different : — Avarice^ 
Pride ^ Lu/l of Power ^ the unjtiji DiSfates of 
Wicked and Corrupt Hearts were the only 
perfonal Motives ! but the Almighty can 
turn even thefe Evils to his own Glory, 
for the execution of his eternal Jtiflice ; 
and in due tinie will execute VENGEANCE 
even on the Inftruments of his Ven- 
geance } — " Wherefore it fhall come to . 
" pafs^y (fayslfaiah in the loth chapter) 
^' that when the Lord hath performed his 
' ** whole Work upon Mount Zion^ and on Je- 
^' rufalemj I will puni/h the Fruit of the 
^' Jiout heart oftheY^i^G of Assyria, 
** and the Glory of his high looks. For he 
'" faiths— By the Jlrength of my hand I 
^* havCDOifE (it), andfy MY wisdom; 
** for I am prudent : and I have removed 
* * the bounds of the people^ 'and have robbed 
*' their Treafures^ and have put down'* 
D d 2 (or 
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(or cnflavcd) " the inhabitants 
" Uke a valiant (vnzn). jind my hand hath 
** found ai a neft the riches of the 
** people : and as o,ne gathfreih Eggs 
** (that are) lefty have I gathered all the 
♦* Earth J and there was none that moy^d 
^* THE WING, or opened the mouthy or 
^* peeped.rrShall the Ax boaft "itfeif agahi/l 
" him that heweth therewith? {ox)Jhall 
** the SAW magnify itfelf againji him that 
^' Jhaketh it ?" (Thus God a^Terts the 
aSual guidance of his Providence in 
human Tranfaftions, by reprefenting 
the haughty unbelieving Monarch s qf 
jijjyria as mere work tools in his 
hinds), " as if the rodjhouldjhake (itfelf) 
*' againft them that lift it upy {ox) as if the 
*' fqffjhouldlift up (itfelf as if it were) 
^' no wood, therefore fball the Lord, 
f* the Lord of Hosts" (or armies, 
Jehovah Tfabaouth) ^^fend among his 
V fat ones kannefsj and under his Glory 

f* h€ 
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*^ he Jhall kindle a burning like the hum- 
^^ ^^g9f ^fi^^^^ &c. Chap, X. 12 — 1 6. 

An4 after encouraging the remnant 
of Ifrael to "-^Jiay upon the Lord^ the 
'* JHioly one of Ifrael^ in truth^^ by a prqr 

miie " TH/LT THE CONSUMPTION DEr 

** CREED (i4i)^^//>VERFLow nvitb 

^' RIGH- 

(141) That is-rl^2 CREED on accotint of tbe iVii- 
fional Injufiice an^ Tyranny dtkrihed in the ift verfe 
jof the fame chapter, via. << ff^o unto tbtm that 2}£« 

** CREE UNRIGHTEOUS DECREES," (i.e. mak^« 

Laws that are zonxxzxy X,o Natural Right and Juftkt) • 

^< and THAT WRITS GRlEYOUSNESSy WHICH THET 

*' HAVE prescribed: to turn ajide the needy fr^m 
** Judgement y and to take anuay the right from the poor 
^* of my people^ that Widonju^ may he their prey^ and 
f* that they may roh the fatherlefs ! And ijuhat *willye 

f*. do IN THE DAY OJf VISITATION, AND Mf THE 

** DESOLATION (which) SHALL come FROM far ?'* 
tec, — which was manifeftly, ** the consumftioit 



• LawsHkethoftwhercby the Af Rf CAN slavx-trAde is 
promeUd znd encoumged^ or Uke thofe whereby marriage is 
refirainedi like thofc alfo which tolerate the Opprtjfton of the poor 
Colliers, Satters, znd Miners in Scotland; or Mke tho£c dkbolical 

PXCRJBES 6f UNRIGHTEOUSNESS Ittd CRIE YOUSNESS, 

irhich 
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^' RiGHTBOUSNES '/' (fof the promi{es 
of bleffings and forgivenefs are generally 
blended with the denunciations of God's 
Judgements, in order to encourage Re- 
pentance and Reliance on God) the 
Prophet comforts the Sufferers under 
the prefent Affliftion with an affurance 
that it fhall not be of long continuance. 
. *' therefore thus faith the Lord God of 
'' Hnjisj O my People^ that dwellejl in 
*' Zion^ be not afraid of the Afjyrian : he 
** Jhallfmite thee with a Rod^ and fhall 
*' lift up his Staff agaitifl thee^ after the 
*' manner of Egypt'^ (that is, by holding 
them in a severe bondage, as the 

(142) /«'y/^^gyptian'iJO"|-nD) "Hebra- 
** ifmus, pro more, ritu ^gyptiorum. Eo modo quo 
." afflixeruni te -^gyptii, fie te affiigent Afiyrii." 
^ — Vatablus. [" Cadet ille quidem te baculo, fuaque 
** virga petet ^gyptiaco more] — ut olim Pharao,*' 
Caftalio. — " Sicut olim in JEgy pto /erruierunt, et ab 
** ea tandem y^rwVir/^liberati." Clajius. Crit. Sac. 

'■which fome of cur yimericc:: aJfcmllUs have wickedly pre- 
scribed againft their poor Kcgro SlaveSy many of which I 
have particularly pointed out in my Rcprefciitation againft Sla- 

■Tcry. pages 49 to 73- ' ' ' 

" ' 2 Egyptians 
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Egyptians had formerly done (142) : 
*' for yet a vtry little nvhiW^ (faid thfr 
Prophet) " and the: indignation 
^^ Jhall ceafe^ and mine anger in 
.^' their destruction. And the 
" Lord of Hoftsjballjiir up a scourge 
*' fir him' (viz. the Aflyrian) " accord- 
*' ing to the Slaughter of Midi an at the 
" Rock ofOreF'* (viz. by the Militia of 
Ifrael under Gideon) : *' and (as) his 
^' Rod (was) f/^^;2 /A^ &^, fifhall he Iff 
*' // up after the manner of Egypt (14.3). 
" And itjhall come to pafs in that day, 
*' (that) his BURDEN Jhall Retaken away 

*' FROM OFF THY SHOULDER, and his 

♦' YOKE fropi of thy Neck, and the yoke 
" fjall be DESTROYED becaufe of the an- 
^' ointing'^ ^c. Again, in the 14th 
chapter, a fimilar Prophecy is delivered 
againft Aflyria : — *' / will break the 

(143) SicQty inquity olim aquis Rubri Maris 
^gyptios proflravi Tola baculi ekvatione per Mofen, 
&c. Clarius. Crit. Sac. 

** AJjyrian 
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" AJUynan in my Land^ and upon ni^ 
** Mountains tread him under foot J* Arid 
then he immediately alludes to the cruel 
Bondage and OppreJJion which drew dowii 
the VENGEANCE OF GoD upon the Af^ 
fyrian : — " T'hen^'^ faid the Prophet, 
•* Jhall his YOKE depart from off them^ 
** and his burthen depart from off their 
*' Shoulders (144)- "^i^ (is) the purpofe^ 

'' (that' 

(144) This Vengeancb came npon the A0riansf 
not all at once, but at feveral different periods, that 
they might have warning and opportunity to repent ! 
One remarkable indance of it is fully recorded in 
fcripture, I mean that fupernatural deflruflion of the 
greateft part of their army in one night after Senna- 
tberib had blafphemed God by his Captains, and pre- 
fumptuoufly propofed to carry away the Inhabitants 
of Jerufalcm into captivity: for that was ex- 
prefsly his purpofe as figpified by Rabihakah — : 

*' MAKE AN AGREEMENT W^ITH MB BY A PRESENT, 

*' and come out to me and eatf Sec, until I come and 
«• TAKE .YOU AWAY . /« a Land lUeyeur oavn Landt**' 
Sec. at another time Pharaoh Necho was charged with 
the execution of God's vengeance againfl them. 
(Compare 2 Kings xxiii. 29. with 2 Chron. xxxr^ 
2\, Sec) After which time we hear no more of th« 
Assyrian oppressor, (that Monarchy being fooii 

• aftet 



"'liHiiitbis (is) the h^ 

'** out -Upon dti -the i^fkionsj^ ^c XThap. 

jav. 2$, a6'. 

This fcemfe to be a (Jeckfatioli, that 
Ocnfs viENGTEANCE agaiiift Assyria 
forTYRA-KNY and otpressiok (145) 
jQiould be a ftanSing Example and Pre- 
tedent for the Jtldglement bf all other 
Nations, but ihbfe 6fj)fccially of /^ Na- 
iidfislorJerihgon yudea^ becaufe there 

j{ftin'>A(^aU«we4 «]> in^ke ilAB^LOKJwiw tfn akky) 
fo.tluu lus. ¥o«|; of fogrff? ^parted jfhom o/f /ir. 
fliUions ie hail EtrsL^VBD, ** tmd^is i^v^thik from 
^ cf f^nJhftUirt/' fiff€i»hl€ ^^he prof hefy a- 
bove. ^ ' . ^- . : 

^^ fjf"H'* anddealeft/r«^r^T9i^> andthc^ dfalt noc^ 
« tmttittr&ti/If with thee*: 'ivheil thou iBndc d»j(b to^ 
^Jhii, *^ ^^ bej^'iM; ^MMt) wlM Itott. ftaft- 
V. fnake an end jtp d»il trjfciirfinf^^ they fliaU deal 
«* 'iriacbtrotjfy wifh thtfeT lOiah xxxlii. i. tlert the 
litw of iliriartente ie JdoatHrOafiildiiadi. . Cdattbto- 
.t^t!E>rs havej^npally aDdei:|tQedthi»|E>.^4eapyiifiQ4 
ajailift /dfy^i* " '^ 

i:;' ' Ee are 



(irc fever^ other Prophecle^cpncermng 
the neighbouring Natipns, which fuffif 
cientljr correfpond vidth this example of 
VENGEANCE againft AJfyria (both as to 
the mode, and principal caufe), fuffi- 
pie^tly^ I fay, to prove, that a fimilar 
fate to that qf A[jyriq was the " puRt 

POSE tha^ was purposed upon Thj? 

WHOLE EiVRTH,"-r:" For UhoW\ 
(fays the Prophet Joel,- chap, iii.) *^ in 

thofe days and injhat time when IJhall 

bring again the captivity of Ju- 
" DAH AND Jerusalem, / will alfo 

gat ker ALL NAT loiJs 9 and will briffg 
^* them down into the Valley of Jehosh A^ 
" phat'' (fignifying JeHovAS is 
Judge, or hath judged), ^^ and will 
^^ pleadwiih them there fir TSuy pfeottEj 
** and. (fqr) WY ilEjR.iT age Jshael^ 
*' whom they ^i^'WdCATT^ERED amonoP 
" TK^NATiON^ya^Jiariedmyl^^ 
(And now the Prophet proceeds to mark' 
the Scandal of' Trading in Slavqg.' in 
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ftrong irmcal terms)' " And they have 
^* trXsT LOTS (146)" (fays he) ^^for 
** my People ; and haiie given iz boy for 
*«^ HARLOT, and fold a girl for 
•* WINE, that they might drink. Tea^ 
** and what have ye to do with me^ O 
" Tyre and Zidon ?"*(the Liverpool 
arid Briftol (147) of Paleftine,' that were 
then become infamous by harbouring 
the moft eminent Merchants in the 
Slave-trade of thofe days) — " TVill 
** ye render me a recompence ?'* (mark 
this, ye opulent African Merchantsr^ 

( 146) A poor Negroe whom I was fo happy as to aflift 
in procuring his freedom, was won (I am informed) 
by his laft mafter in Virgiiriay at a Game of Cards, 
or fome other fuch mode of cafiing lots. 

(147) The Slavi'Trade carried on at thefe two 
^ace» fo far exceeds that which is chargeable to the 
Great Mcftiti|)olis,] .(I mean more efpecially /ff/)v/«r« 
Hon to ibi immenfe gtmral ccmmerce of ihi^Utiir/J that 
th^gflUt of London, in that particular ittleaft, is very 
inconiiderable when compared yidth the aqcumnlate^ 
iniquity and hjoodjhed^ Sqx which the inhabitants of 
tfie other two places mnft inevitably be accountable 
2( tkcj do not repent 1 See the tomparati ve ilate of 
thflSlave-Trade in page 147. 

E e z What 
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ator of Manl^AdJ^aL ypijr; dbte 
Traffic in Slaved C^f^not.yo^ii l*e con^i 
tent. with, a lawful an4 j^ir Traifc. is^ 
Gpld'du/l^ Ivory J Oums^ JiTaxy. ^if &c^ 
ifv^hlch ihe African Cpai^ will ajS^rd- iii^ 
abundance, bat yp^u, xxuift tr^ m the., 
BO]}i£S Xif the f oar wretchid Inhabitant^ 
to , iupport yptir. Lnjcuries, like thpfe. 
wiia g^ve . a Bp Y for ^ a k aS-I^QT^ . 9Ii4 ^ 
GIRL for -WINE I, , Ars you. .a ^t. tpore^ 
rij^hteiiusy who barter i«SN^. wqmen^ 
and CHILDREN, by hundreds' together^ 
for sttGA?. and.RVM f U this^yosit atr* 
qpilftefii^efi.to God :£br. aljthis Mftrcisef 
Repent in time,, kft Gpd (houl^xekijim 
ypui; , wfii3iM?Risc|;^ uj^w, yow w»a* 
hea^; fbtrhq has daekinepd-'ki 1^ fsUtte' 
Text)-^« |ry4 K^iE:aM?F¥i^.^r (tiiaj; 
ia,^. in fuck aa unmer^f^t mannet),. 
^^f^iftb {?'^$) J^e^ijy , wi/l I ntffrn. 
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but oa^ the Prophet if^u^k^ the St avie- 
TRADE of ^re and Ztdon as one of the 
principal caufes of his vengeance :— 
^^ Chiidren aifo of Judaic ami the 
ChHirenof yerujhtem have ye sold 
iKcofo /^ GRtECIAns, that yt might rt^ 
^^ pwvt'them far- Fioitf tkeir Boft- 
•* DER :" (but how much farthtr dt> 
the English itftMovE tbte poor 
Africans from their borber?) 
*^ Bthcdd^ I will mifl them out of the 
^^ place whiiier ye hav^ ^^ia^ them, 
^ and wtif retttrn YcJtTR recoM- 
** fence upon Your own hbai>:** 
(Obferve how dearly this Law of 
KfeTRrEUTiON is here laid down), 
*^ andil. wiLiP MLt yoitfi s^jfs aniyowr 
*• bAirGBTERs into the hands' of the xhlU 
•^ drm^ of^]vEfAii^ and^ they JhaU fill 
^^'Aamr (14^) /i>-i*^ Saksans, to a 

vtcpte 
<fa^.Thjirai im4BKJb^^isiteKfc«»« ffiemtiM tot 
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*^peopk FAR off:** (an eitaft ret^lation)' 
for the Lord bath fpokenQt). Pr'odlaim 

ye 



fttmIia*i9H upon Tyre and Zidon^ which Grotias fays 
was fui&lkd when GA%4r» &Vm, and ^r^wefeafcer- 
waids taken by Alexander, " Nempe cum Gaza, Si* 
** den, ct Tynis captx ab Alexandre." Crit. Sac. 
Tom. 4. p. 6452. for the Jews were nndoubtedly 
guilty of fin when they fulfilled the prophecy, and 
probably added thereby to their (ucceedlng national 
affiftions under AutUthus^ and other fucceeding Ty- 
nnts ; . for the fame may be (aid of the ^t*wt in this 
Cafe, that the learned Ftrreriui obferved on the cafe 
of the JJjFfrimmSi who were pre-ordained by Cod to 
pnnifh the IjraiUtti and many other neighbouring 
Katicns for iheir Offreffi$Ms and other wickednefs. 
For though the JJ^riaas executed Goi>^s iL^ath ex- 
pref^]y by God's pirmiffiont or even as it were by the 
DtvU: CommanJt in prophecy, yet the AJIyrians them- . 
felvcs (as alfo the Jews after them) did not confider 
thor scions in any fuch light ; for the only motives 
they wcr:^ (enfible of, were the didates of their own 
wicked hearts, and the love of unlawful gain ! Ferre- 
rius in fpeaking of Ifaiah's prophecy concerning the 
JSjfrimmf^ chap. x. 26. remarks — " Verfus 24" (fays 
he) ^^ d'ixcrat fmcd Jffyrius pircujfmrusjit I/ratUtaSf/icut • 
•^ ^gyptiui ; hie** (viz. in the 26th yeric) auttm fuod 
«* Daminus ptreuffUrus Jit .^jl^iosy ficut JEg^fftum. 
«' Jafium tnim tfi^ ut'trnquit Paulusi <^0D reddat ' 
•• DOMXKtS VICEM IMPIIS <^I FILIOS DeI DI- 

«« yr^XkViT^ five JBgyptii fi*vi JJ^rii fia\ BTiAMSt' 

**. »iaMITT.SNT£ V£L. STIAM JVABMTI DOMIflO ■ 



'f^yt this among the^Geiaiks:^^ (orinoie 
properly, according to the ftrift fenfejof 
.the ' original wond CD'^«3, ammg ibe 
NAi'i/pNs, for the- Example oujglit in- 
diB^d to Inftrud ALL nations) "/nS 
*^ pare WAVij wake up the fmgbty me§r^ 

f^ let ALL THE MEN pP WAR B&AW 

*.* KEA^, Jet them come up. Beat yout 
f' PLOW sHAafis info swoKDs," (thus 
the bleffings of the Gofpel of peace 
are mahifeftly reverfed to thefe nations 
jvhich- TRADE IN slaves; and indeed 
itjiaS long been a proverb with thepoof 
jifriiianij that wherever the Cbri^ian 
^i^ith is ipread, there goes with it a 
SWORD and a gun !) ** and your prunit^ 
*^ b^ks]^ (contJimes the Prophet) '^ into 
i-fp^ars: let the weak fay I am 
f* §tr6ng r* (Here again is another 

** ilfuHfaciant : nam et quod iniquo animo id' tk- 
«t ciANT» et propter- alia quoqup fcelera^IaA.DEi 
V piGHi/umtf^* i^c» Crit. Sac. Tom. 4. p. 4780. Sec. 
alfo note, in page 125, concerning NebachadnezsMry 
giu)ted from Abp* Sharp. 

mark 
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flBffk of GooTt VEKG8AKCS 

oppitffivie Nations, vs. ths infatv^ 

ATlpn tIF THSU COUNCIM*) ^^ i^ 

^/emNeyoa/ihesr (iays the Piophet) 
^mdeomeailye nations {149) ttnd 
f^ gather yamfehes Ug^er round about : 
^ iiitbcr caufe tht mighty ^nbs /o 
'•^ come down, O Lon/. Let- *he Na^^ 
^^ turns be Himkened^ and tome up 4o ihe 
•* tW/^r £/" Jehosha^hat/* {i.e. the 
vaUejof Jbhovav T«£ Jjbpbos) ^^^Sr 
** there wilt I Jit to jM^De^L all tm* 
^ NATIONS rmmd4Aom. Pu$ye k the 
^^foiie; for the Hsrve/i is rifif: eofKf^ 
^ ^*y^ /fow», for the ^4fs is fuH^ the 
^futS OV&jloW% TOR T«C5R 'Wr€«:«»^ 
^ NESS ISXTEEATi «VLTIT^4«S, 
^^ MUJLTIl!rUl>ES W THE VAttE* OS^ 

*^ DECi sioN r* fcc. After m4mcJi the 
Prophet denounces Judgement agaipft 

O49) In the common Traaflttioii \t is rtjiicTti^ 
** Ccme att ye Hiathens\^* but the oHiinal wdf4 
py^Jn more propody fignifies ^e fhihhs^' ik9Xi\th 

7 two 
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t^6 of thefe oppreffive Nations expfefsly 
by name — •* T^sO^rifl: Jhall he adefilationy 
*^ and Edom Jhall he a defolate wilder-^ 
^^ nefs'C^ (and the principal feafoti of 
thefe judgments is alfo as exprefsly 
afligned) '^ for their violence (150) 

" again/l 

(iS^) And the Egyptiatis »«/2r fi^tfiV Violehce/^ 
received from God a retribution in kind, which 
if ftill moVc awfiilly exprcffed by the prophet Ifaiah, 
— " Sojbidl thi King tf J^yriet lead away the EcifF- 
•* TiANS Pri/oners^ and the Ethiopians Captivis§ 
^ y^^^Z ^^^ ^^^^ naked and bate-foot , even wuitb (their) 
*• huthcks unto^feredtotyjhafHeofigypt /** Ifaiah xx. 
4.-^A \l\t\^ defcription this, of the extreme miferjr 
and contempt'with which the poor wretched Ethiopian 
Captives, evien to this day, areoppreffed a'tidvifified! 
•^But by whom ?*— Not now^ furiely, by their old ene* 
toies, the Affyriarns, for they, long ago, received a 
juft reCOmpence fol- tli^ir Tyranny and uncharitdhlene/s^ 
and are wiped ofF from the face of the earth I and 
sfiay we not expedb that the Almighty will alfo viiit 
the modern O'ppreJJors of the Ethiopians, whofe barta'^ 
/o'tfj and unfeeling bchtivicmr towards the poor naked 
Ethiopian Captives is equally notorious ?•»— May we 
not e)q>eft that the Aflyrians, or " men of Nineveh, 
*f JhaH rife in yudgment with this generation^ and Jhall 
** condemn it P^ Matt. xii. 41. for they were previ- 
ouily engaged in ^jujt<war again ft the Egyptians and 
F f Ethiopians : 



: [ 2^6 '] 

" againft the Children of Judah, b^ 
^^ caufc ibey have shed innocent 
" BLOOD in their Land. But Judah 

^^Jball dwell for ever^ and Jerusalem 

Ethiopians : ihey were pro'voked to nvenge by real In^ 
juries-^hy the hiwlcfs incnriions of tho{e unhappy 
. Sons of Ham, and therefore they may feem to have 
fomeexcufc for their feverities. But the Europeans 
(and more notoriouily the Briti(h Nation) are now 
• guilty of the fame btrrid barbarity and umcbaritabtenefs 
.xowzxdsilfiEtbiofiianSfWiTHOvT any pildvocation 
WHATSOEVER, except the moft deteftahli Luft for un- 
,lenufMl Gain and P9nu€r ! — Let my deluded country- 
men receive from me an undeniable Token §f 
t be approacbing VEST RVCT 10 s AND misery which 
muft inevitably overtake them if they do not repent! 
— Tbe Toketij alas ! is already upon them. — Let them 
compare our prefent »^?//^«tf/ condition, with the fe- 
veral alarming circumftances, which preceded the hor- 
rible debafement of the Egyptians and Ethiopians above 
mentioned ! even the beft Hiftories of thofe nations 
cannot furnifh a more exad and lively defcription of 
thofe Symptoms of approaching national deftrudiioo, 
than that which was declared by Ifaiah in the fpirit 
of prophecy ?—" /" (the Lord, or Jehovah) " ay/// 
** fet THE Egyptians againft the Egyi»tians: 
** and they Jball fight e*very one againfi his Brother y and 
** e^very one againjl his Neighbour ; City againft City^ 
*« (and) Kingdom againft Kingdom, And the Spirit of 
'* Egypt Ihall fail in themidft thereof; znd I ivill de- 
'**ftroy the council thereof!'* Ifaiah xix. 2, 3. 

** from 
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from generation to generation^ for I will 
** deanfe their Blood that I have not 
*^ cleanfed^ for. the . Tjord dwelkth in 

ZionJ*^ Joel iii. '^ ^h'eriPifk'fosE'* 
(before- mentioned) '^.that ix purposed 
^^ upon the whole. earth ^'^ — wa3 manifeft-: 
ed alio in the Judgements denounced 
againft the Edomites by the Prophet 
Qbediah, — f-' ^hy mighty mtrii. Te^ 
^^ man^ fhall he difmayed ;• tg^ tbe^ end that 
^' every one of ihe mmmt (^/'Esau vi0he 
" cut off by ftaughter^^ (and <hen the 
Prophet afligns! the nfual cauiies of fuch 
VENOEAisrcE.) " For (thy) viotrENCE 
^^ againf thy "Brother^^KQt^^^foamefball 
^' c(yver thee J . and thoufialt be xut off for 
** ever. In the day: that thou fioodefl, on 
** the other fde^ iii the day that thefran- 

^'•gers CARRIED AWAY CAPTIVE /^/J 

*' forces J and Foreigners entered into, his 
** gates^and caji hts uponjerufalem'^i^y^^ 

" THOU (waft) AS ONE OF. THEM :" 

(that is one that aflafted. (Q enslave 
f i % them.) 
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them.) " But thou fiouldeji not hav$ 
•* looked on the day of thy Brother ^ 
•* in the Day that he became a Stran- 
*^ ^^;" (viz. in the day that theiF 
Brethren the Ifraelites were carried 
away Captives into a ftrange knd ; for 
it ieems, that even to he neuter ^ or 
merely '^ look on^^ Jike idleipedlators, 
when the liberty cf their Brethren 
was atjiake^ would have been crimi? 
xial ; but the Eqomitss added to thi^ 
Crime, by rejoicing at the Calamity, 
andjoinmg the triumphant Tyrants ;) 
** neither Jbouldejt thou have rtJ^JQICED 
♦^ OVER the Children of Judah /«. the 
** da^ of their deflrudtion ; neither Jhoulde/l 
^* thou have fpoken proudly in the day 
" of difirefs. Thou fbouldefl not have en^ 
** tered into the gate of my^ people in the 
" day of their calamity ; yea^ thoujboulde/i 
■' not have looked on their afflic*- 
** TioN in the d^sy of their calamity ; nor 
have laid hands on their fubftance in the 
I ♦^ day 
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*^ day of calamty. N^her Jbould^ 
*' ibou hav^^ood in the Crofs-way^ to cut 
^' of tboje of hh that did efcape ; neither 
^^ Jhoulde^ thm have t>ELtVEREi> t/p'^ 
(or rather &hut up ijoH or confined 
as in Slavery or Foreign Capfivity^ which 
by the Reftoration proiiiifed to. the Csp^ 
trues J in the ^oth and aift vcrfes, fecms 
to have been the cafe) ^' thofe of his 
*^ that DID R EMAIN in the day cf d$Jlrefki 
*' For the Day of the Lord is near upon 
^^ .all the HeathetC^ (that is>^ all. thb 
^* Nations;" and theu fd[lows ** tub 

^' purpose" of RETRIBUTION that is 

PURPOSED upon the whole earth*) " As 

f^ THOU HAST DONE, it.Jhall be DONE 

^' unto thee: thy iblew A jiJ> Jball return 

^ UPON THINE OWN HEAD," &C. 

The like purpose, of retribution 
was denounced againfl: feveral^ Nations 
by the Prophet Amo:^, and i^rftagainft 
fhe Syrians — '' Thus faith the Lord 

^^for 
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^•^ for three Tranfgrejions of Damascus 
^* and for four J I will not turn away (the 
** punifhment) thereof f* (nevcrthelefs 
theirnnmerciful Tyranny over the Inha- 
bitants of GiLEAD, is the only Tranfr 
greflion mentioned, — ^' becaufe'^ (fajd 
the Prophet) '^ they have threjhed Gi- 
^' lead' with Threjhing Inftruments of 
^^ Iron. But I will fend fire into the 
^* Houfe. of Haza^l,^' (the King of 
Syria anointed by Elijah) *^ which Jhall 
** devour the Palaces of Benhadad : / 
•* will break alfq the Bar of Damafcus^^ 
&c. And then at laft he denounces the 
ordinary punifliment for Tyrants and 
Oppreflbrs-r-*? j^d the people of ^y^ia 
** fhall GO INTO Captivity unto Kir, 
?' faith the Lord.-* (Amos i. i to 5.) 
This Prophecy was pundtually fulfilled 
tvhen Akaz King of Judah hired Tig- 
LATH-PILESER King of AJfyria to help 
him againft the Syriaits, for we read 

in 



I ^3» 3 
in the i Kings xvi. 9. — That *^ the 
*' iSrVig' ^ ^^na hearkened, unto- hini^ 
(viz. Ahaz) : ^' for the King of Affyria 
*' went up againji Damascus, and took 
^' it J and carried" (the people of) 
": it captive to Kir, and flew Re- 
*' ziN." Rezin was that turbu- 
bulent and oppreffive King of Syria, 
who, in another prophecy, is compared 
to '^ a fmoaking Firebrand^ Ifaiah vii* 
4, The fame ^^ purpose*' of retri- 
BUT ION was alfo declared by Amos 
againft the Philistines — '* For three 
>^ ^ranfgrejjions of Gaza, and for four^ ^ 
** I will not turn awaf (the punifli- 
xnent) *' thereof i^^-^znA yet only one of 
the four Tranfgreffions is mentioned, 
which we may, therefore, reafonably 
conclude to be the principal Tranfgref- 
fion, viz, — " becaufe^^ (fays the Text) 
^^' they CARRIED AWAY Captive the 
.*' WHOLE Captivity, to deliver 

" (them) 



^^ (them) up to Edom :'* (152) or rather 
(as the word y^ydhrx more properly 

fignifies) 

(152) Grotius think? that this Tranfgreflion was 
i:emmittf d when Sennacherib invaded Juda?a, and that 
i^any Jews upon ^is firft approach fled to the neigh- 
boqrin^ Regions, and that the Philiflines, inflead of 
preteAing the poor fugitives, who had done then. 
xK)inJHry, sold thbm /o /^^ £pumaaiis, as if they 
had been taken in open war. '' Cam Sennacheribus 
•* Jnd^esm invaiit, mnlti ad primum ejos adventum 
y in victnas regiones fe recepere, ut apparuit. £fa« 
«* xvi. 4. Philillini hos Judxos, qui nihil ipfis no- 
** cuerant, non ut fupplices protexernnt, fed quafi 
** bcllp captos VE»DiDQiivNT IdamaBis.'' Crit^Suc. 
Tom. 4. p. 6473. Many other commentators bcfidcs 
Grotius have fuppofed this Tranfgreffion to have been 
committed during the troubles occa£oned by Stuna-- 
cberiPs Expediton ; but it is not probable {though 
indeed it !> pojjihle) that this was the time to which the 
prophecy referred ; becaufe, if i^ redly was, the Pro- 
phecy foretold the Tranrgreilion itfelf^ aa well as the 
puniihment of it ; for we find that the Prophecy waa 
delivered «* in tfkdayt of UKzimbf** whereas theEvent 
to which thoy refers did not happen till many yeart 
afterwards in the reign of Ahaz : there are fome ia- 
ftances indeed of Gpd's vengeance being really dr- 
Dounced againfl particular crisMs even before the 
crimes themfelves were committed, which I fhall (hew 
when J come to fp.eak of Babylon ; but in the cafe 
before us /here is no necefTity for fuppofing any fuch 
anticipation, it being much more probable that the 

offence^ 
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figtiifiei]) to r^f^. (them) to be jhut u^ 
(th^ h, in Bondage) lo Edom : in (hort^ 
tfappeirs from theftce, that they carried 
on the Slav^'TRADE with Edom, as 
our Liverpool aiid Brj/lol Merchants^ 
aiid fpme at London (but few i;i propor- 
tion to the fize of the place), do at pre- 
fent with America ! But they were al- 
lowed but a fhort fpace for the enjoy- 



©ffeoce, referred to by tjie P^rophecy, was previoufly 
committed by the loh^bitants of Gaza after ths 
combined army of the Philiilines and Arabians had, 
by God's permiilion^ fubdued and plundered the inha- 
bitants of Jiidei in the reign of Jehoram, as related 
in the 2d Chron. xxi. 16, 17, ^c. to which it is re- 
ferred in Clarke's Annotations. The cruelty of den 
iivering up the captives /« I^dom at the time above- 
i^entipned, would be m^ch jiggravated in the circuQi- 
fejPSQs 9f thefe times 5 for then the £^<>«p//w were be»> 
come inveterate cnecji^s to the Jews, having lately: 
revolted from Jijdab, ^nd during that very reign had 
been beatea, and ma^y of fbem (lain, in a pitched 
l^Httle with th^ J^Nvs, whkb rf^d^red them the more 
implacable; and therefore the unnat^iral cruelty of 
jpELivsaiKG vp the Jcwifh Captives xxigj^m at fuch 
4 time, mu(l n^ceiS^riJy be edettaed a mod falrinpas of'^ 
fence ia the light of a merciful God ! 

G g mcnt 



if fmbU your/ehes V^ (fey^the Prophet) 
^ and come all ye kation8^I49) tmd 
if ^ther yourfihes together rmmd about: 
♦* iMfber caufe thy migh-t y *t?ES /<? 
'^^ eome dotm, O Lard. iLetihe Na-^ 
^f j^Wi be Wfakened^ and eome up^ 49 Hhe 
^ lOailey of Jehoska^hat,^ {L^. the 
vaUej of JeHOVA« TA£ J:jBr«o«) ^*j^ 
^ ^£ew tw/7/ I fit fo Jtr-D^* ALL ^ww 
^ ^ATKHifs rwnd^wt. Pufye h th 
^^Jkkk; for theHariyeJi h rifi: com^ 
^ S^fy^ downy for the iprefi is fuHy ffm 
^fats vvet^ofw 5 tor tuma 'Wrt*:«©^ 

^ NES6 I^JQREAT^. «<ri-TIT^'»«S, 
*^ MUXTIf U4>£S W THE VAttKT C^ 

^DECisioNr &c. After ^vhicfi «hdi 
Prophet denounces Judgement againft 

' (149) In the commcn Traailfttion it is renierti^ 
** Ccme aH ye Heathens \** but the oHgiiial wdf4 
gglVfjn more proporly fignifics fhe f^fhni/ thihjh 
HMhm. ■- • ' 

^ two 
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t^6 of thefe opprtjfvot Nations expfefsly 
by name — •* l^sG-ri^t Jhailhe adefolation:^ 
^^and EdoM Jhatl be a defolate njotlder'^ 
*• nefs*^'' (and the principal feafoh of 
thefe judgments is alfo as exprefsly 
affigned) ^^ for their violence (150) 

(150) And the Egyptians **/ortMrViotEnclL/^ 

received freti^ God a retribution in kind, which 

i» ftill moife awfully cxprcffed by the prophet Ifaiahy 

— ** Soflkdl thi King 6f 40riii lead awity tbi Ect F- 

•* TiANS Pri/oners^ and the Ethiopians Cafiives^ 

^ y^^^i '^^^ f'^'ty naked and bate-fo'at^ even msith (their) 

•• humeks linio^ered to th^Jhame of Sgypt r Ifaiah xx» 

4.*^A liyf^iy defcription this, of the extreme mrfery 

and contcmprwith which the poor wretched Ethiopian 

Captives, evfen to thft day, areoppreffed aftdvififiied! 

•^Biit by whom ?— Not now^ furcl/, by their old cne* 

flues, the AfTyrtans, for they, long ago, received a 

juft rcCOmpence for their Tyranny and uncharitdtlene/s^ 

and are wiped: off from the face of the earth ! aiid 

lAay we not exjleft that the Almighty will alfo vifit 

the modern Opfrejfori of the Ethiopians, whofe barta^ 

fous^tA unfeeling behavicrur towards the poor naked 

Ethiopian Captives ii equally notorious?- — ^May we 

not eJq^db that the Aflyrians, or *« men of Nimn/ebp 

*f fi?aH rife in judgment nvith this generation, andjhall 

" condemn it r^ Matt. xii. 41. for they were previ- 

oufly engaged in 2ijufi'war again ft the Egyptians and 

F f Ethiopians : 
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." again/i ih Children of JuDAH, be-- 
*' caufe they- have s hed ^i n no c e n t 
" BLOOD in their Land. But Jux)ah 
^^Jloall dwell. for ever^ and Jerusalem 

Ethiopians : they were pro^voked to re'venge by real In^ 
juries'^hy the hwlefs incurfions of thofe unhappy 
. Sons of Ham, and therefore they may feem to have 
fome excufc for their fcverities. But the Europeans 
(and more notorioufly the Britifli Nation) are now 
• guilty of the fame borrU barbarity and imcbaritabtenefs 
. to wards the Ethiopians y without any p rovo cation 
WHATSOEVER y. except the moft deteftahle huft for un- 
' Jaiuful Gain and Ponuer I'^htt my deluded country* 
men receive from me an undeniable Token §f 
the approaching D EST KVCT ION and misery which 
muft inevitably overtake them if they do not repent! 
— The Token J alas I is already upon them. — Let them 
compare our prefent national condition^ with the fe- 
veral alarming circumidances, which preceded the hor- 
rible debafem&nt of the Egyptians and Ethiopians above 
mentioned ! even the beft Hiftories of thofe nations 
cannot furnjfh a imore cxad and lively defcription of' 
thofe Symptoms of approaching national deftrudiion, 
than that which was declared by Ifaiah in the fpirit 
of prophecy?—" /" (the Lord, or Jehovah) " nvill 
*'/et the Egyptians againft the Egyi»tians: 
** and they Jhall fight every one againft his Brother y and 
" e^very one againft his Neighbour \ City againft City, 
*« (and) Kingdom againft Kingdom, And the Spirit of 
'* Egypt Ihall fail in themidft thereof; 2Si^ I vjill de- 
'** ftroy the council thereof!'* Ifaiah xix. 2, 3. 

** from 
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^* from generation to generation^ for I will 
^^ dleanfe their Blood that I have not 
*^ cleanfed^ for the Lx/rd dwelktb . in 
*' ZionP Joel iii. '^ ^T/^i? )pu*rpose" 
(before-mentioned) ^^ that is. purposed 
^^ upon the whole. ear th,^'' — wa3 manifeft- 
ied alfb in the Judgements denounced 
againft the Edomites by the Prophet 
Obediah, — ^*' "J^hy mighty metiy Te- 
^^ man^ fhall he difmayed^- to the, end that 
^' every one of ihe mmmt of'^%A\3 vi0he 
-*'. cut off by ftaughter^^ (and then the 
Prophet afligns the nfual caui^s of fuch 
Venoeakce.) '* For (thy) yioLENCE 
^' againfi thy Brother\^AQO'&jfiamefball 
J*' cover thee J . and thou f oak he ^ut off for 
** ever. In the day that thou foodefl on 
*^ the other Jide^ in the day that the fir an'- 

'^^ gers CARRIED AWAY CAPTIVE Z^/J 

^^ forces y and Foreigners entered into, his 
^* gates^andcafHotsuponJerufalen^^Wf.^^ 

^' THOU (waft) AS ONE OF . THEJ^ \^ 

(that is one that affifted, |:q enslave 
Ji" f ^ them.) 
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them.) ** But thou J)ouldeJi not hav$ 
•• looked on the day of thy Brother^ 
•* in the Day that he became a Stran- 
*^ ^^;" (viz. in the day that their 
Brethren the Ifraelites were carried 
away Captives into a ftrange land ; for 
it feems, that eyen %o be neuter y or 
merely " look on^^ like idle .i|><s6lators, 
when the liberty of their Brethren 
was atjiake^ would have been primi-r 
xial ; but the £i>oMi tss added to thi^ 
Crime, by rejoicing at the Calamity, 
andjoinmg the triumphant Tyrants ;) 
** neither Jhouldejt thou have r-j^JQICED 
♦^ OVER the Children of J\jd ah in the 
** di^ of their de/lruStion ; neither Jhoulde/l 
thou have fpoken proudly in the day 
of difirefs. Thou fbouldefl not have en^ 
** tered into the gate of my. people in the 
" day of their calamity ; yea^ thoujhoulde/i 
** not have looked on their afflic*- 
** TioN in the day of their calamity ; nor 
^* have laid hands on their fubftance in the 
I ** day 
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^^ day cf calamty. N^her Jhould^ 
*^ thou have^ood in the Crofs-way^ to cUi 

^' ^ t^^fi ^f ^^^ ^^^t i^^ efeape ; neither 
^^ JhotUdefl thou have t>ELiVEREi> up*- 
(or rather shut up ijon or confined 
as in Slavery or Foreign Cafaivity^ which 
by the Reftoration proiiiifed to. the Csp^ 
fives, in the aoth aad aift vcrfes, fecms 
to have been the cafe) ^' thofe of his 
*^ that DID REMAIN in the day of prefix 
^* For the Iky of the Lord is near upon 
^' .all the Heathen'' (that is>^ all. thb 
^* Nations;** and theu follows '^ ths 

^^ purpose" of RETRIBUTION that is 

purposed upon the whole earth*) " As 

^^ THOU HAST DONE, itjhall he DONE 

^' unto thee: thy sus.yi AiiJ> Jball return 

^ UPON THINE OWN HEAD,** &C. 

The like purpose, of retribution 
was denounced againfl: feveral. Nations 
by the Prophet Amoj^, and i^rft againft 
fhe Syrians — '' Thus faith the Lord 



«« 
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^•* for three Tranfgrejions of Damascus 
and for four y I will not turn away (the 
punifhment) thereof f^ (nevcrthelefs 
theirnnmercifulTyranny over the Inha- 
bitants of GiLEAD, is the only Tranfr 
greflion mentioned, — " becaufe'- (faid 
the Prophet) '^ they have threjhed Gi- 
^' LEAD with Thre/hing Infiruments of 
^^ Iron. But I will fend fire into the 
^* Houfe of Wkza^^i.^^'^ (the King of 
Syria anointed by Elijah) *^ which Jhall 
** ^w^«r the Palaces of Benhadad : / 
" will break alfq the Bar of Damafcus^^ 
&c. And then at laft he denounces the 
ordinary punifhment for Tyrants and 
Oppreffor$-T-*^ Aid the people of ^y^i a 
** Jhall GO INTO Captivity unto Kir, 
f^ faith the Lord." (Amos i. i to 5.) 
This Prophecy was pundtually fulfilled 
tvhen Ahaz King of Judah hired Tig- 
LATH-PiLESER King of j^Jfyria to help 
him againft the Syrians, for we read 

in 
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in the ± Kings xvi. 9. — That *^ the 
" King of J^ria hearkened. untO' hinl^ 
(viz. Ahaz) : ^' for the King of AJjyria 
*' went up againji Damascus, and took 
'' //, and CARRIED*' (the people of) 
" it CAPTIVE to Kir, and flew Re- 
^^ ziN." Rezin was that turbu- 
bulent and oppreffive King of Syria, 
who, in another prophecy, is compared 
to '■ a fmoaking Firebrand.*^ Ifaiah viu 
4, The fame *' purpose'' of retri- 
BUT ION was alfo declared by Amos 
againft the Philistines — ^^For three 
>^ ^ranfgrejjions of Gaza, and for four^ 
^' I will not turn awaf^ (the punifli- 
ment) *' thereof :^*-^2LaA yet only one of 
the four Tranigreffions is mentioned, 
which we may, therefore, reafonably 
conclude to be the principal Tranfgref- 
fion, viz, — '* becaufe^'' (fays the Text) 
^^- they CARRIED AWAY Captive the 
.''whole CAPTIVITY: to deliver 

(them) 



<c . 



^^ (them) up to Edom :" (152) or rither 
(as the word TJD^ more properly 

fignifies) 

(152) Grotius think? that this Tranfgreflion was 
cemmittf d wkeo Sennacherib invaded Judaea, and that 
aany Jews upon ^is firft approach fled to the neigb- 
lx)qring Regions, and that the Philiftines, inftead of 
proteding the poor fugitives, who had done thexB. 
noinJHry, sold thbm to thi Edum^ans, asif thef 
.had been taken in open war. '* Cum Sennacheribus 
•* Judaeam invafit, multi ad primum ejus adventum 
'■ in victnas regioees fe recepere, ut apparuit. £fa« 
** xvi. 4. PhiliHini hos Judxos, qui nihil ipfis no- 
** cueranty non ut fupplices protexerunt, fed quafi 
<< bellp captos VEHDio^avNT Iduioaeis.'* Crit. Sjic* 
Tom. 4. p. 6473. Many other commentators bcfidcs 
Qrotius have fuppofed this ^ranfgreffion to have been 
committed during the troubles oc;cafioned by Senna* 
cheriPs Expediton ; but it is not probable (tbougb 
indeed it !> pojffthk) that this was the time to which the 
prophecy referred ; becaufe, if it redly was, the Pro- 
phecy foretold the Trapfgreflion it/el/^ as well as the 
punifhment of it ; for we find that the Prophecy was 
delivered " in ^-daye of llKziab^** whereas theEvent 
to which tboy refer, did not happen till many years 
•fterwards in the reign of Ahaz : there are fome ia- 
fiances indeed of Gpd's vengeance being really de- 
nounced again il particular crimes even before the 
crimes themfelves were committed, which I fh^ll ihevr 
when I come to fp,eak ef Babylon ; but in the cafe 
before usihere is no neceflity for fuppofing any fuch 
anticipation, it being much more probable that the 

offence. 
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figliifiei] to caufe (them) to be Jhut up 
{that h, in Bondage) to Edom : in (hort^ 
IfappeArs from ttiejice, that they carried 
on the Slave-trade with Edom, as 
our Liverpool and Brj/lol Merchants^ 
arid fome at London (but few in propor- 
tion to the fize of the place), do at pre- 
fent with America ! But they were al- 
lowed but a fhort Ipace for the enjoy- 



©ffeoce, referred to by the Prophecy, was prcvioufly 
committed by the Inhabitants of Gaza after th« 
combined army of the Fhiliflines and Arabians had, 
by God's permiilion^ fubdued and plundered the inha- 
bitants of Jiidea in the reign of Jehoram, as related 
In the zdChron. xxi. 16, 17, Uc, to which it is re- 
ferred in Clarke's Annotations. The cruelty of dcn 
Uvering up the captives to^nou at the time above- 
inentioned, would be mi^ch jiggravated in the circuQi- 
ftapicQs 9f thefc times ; for then the £^<>«//w were bes. 
come inveterate enec^i^s to the Jews, having lately^, 
revolted from Ji^fth^ ^nd during that ytry reign had 
heea beaten, and mainy of fbem Hain, in a pitched 
Ij^ttle with thie Jews, wh«:fc i^f^dered them the more 
implacable; and therefore the unnatural cruelty of 
jpELiVBRiNO UP the Jewifh Captives togi^om ^t fueh 
4 time, muft n,ecei]&ri]y be eftefmed a mod hi^inpus of** 
£eace in the light of a oaerciful Qod ! 

G g ment 
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ment of their unlawful gainst The d6^ 
nunciations of vengpa'nce follows 
clofely upon the very mention of that 

UNNATURAL OPPRESSION ! " But I 

^^ will fend a fire'' (faid the Al- 
mighty) ^' on the IVallQf Gaza (153)^ 

" which 



(153) This Prophecy was probably fulfilled in the 
reign ofHezekiah; for we read in the 2 Kings xviii. 8. 
that ** he/mote the Vnihisr IK ESf even unto Otkih^and 
** the Borders thereof ,. from the tower of the Watchmen tg 
*« the fenc(id City.'' But the Philiftines oi AJhdoJy &c. 
(if not Gaza alfo) began to feel the weight of God's 
Vengeance much fooner, even by the hands of the 
King in whofe reign the Prophecy was delivered ;— 
for " tf/ long as he** (viz. Uz 21 ah) ^* fought the 
*"* Lord, God made him to profper. And he woent 
^* forth y and nvarred dgainfi the Philistines,, and 
" BRAKE DOWN THE WALL OF Gath, and the luall 
" of Jabneh, and /^ir nudlt of AsHbbD, and huili 
« Cities about Ashdod, and among the PHFLiSTiNES. 
^* Jnd Gob helped him againf />&^ Philistines and 
•* againf the Arabians that divelt in Gurbaal, 
** and theM^nvKiuSy** &€* 2 Chron. *xxvi. 5, 6, 7. 
^nd Ashdod was afterguards taken by the troops of 
S ARGON Kiflg of Aflyria (Tfaiah xx. i.), nnd^r 
Tartan, one of bis Generals, who i« mentioned 
likcwife in 2 Kings xviii." 17. {o that this was pro- 
bably when the Af/yrtatis went up- againft Jertfdlem 

in 
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^* which Jhall devour the Peaces thereof i 
** and I will euf off the Inhabitants from 
** AsHDOD, and him that holdeth the 
** Sceptre from Ashkelon ; and I will 
** turn mine hand againfi Ekron, and 
** the Remnant of the Philistines 
^* SHALL PERISH, faith the Lord 
^^ God !'' Amos i. 6, 7, 8. 

The Prophet then proceeds with a 
Denunciation of the like *' purpose**^ 
of God's vengeance againft the opu- 
lent City of Tyre, and exprefsly for 
the fame offence ; for the Jyrians were, 
probably, Confederates with the Phi^ 
liftines of Gaza^ and other Cities of the 
Phcenician Coaft, when they aflifted the 
Arabians to oppress and enslave the 
Inhabitants of Judea. — '* Thus faith 

in the Reign of Hezekiah. A very fcvcre venge ancbt 
againft the Philistines was afterwards executed by 
the CbaUeansi and, long after that» again by the 
Maadonians under Alexander. 

G g 2 ''the 
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^' the Lord ; for thrtP "Tranfgr^ons^ of 
^* Tyrub^ andforfiur^ J tviff fioiturfr 
^ 4fwa^ (the .puniftiment) thereof X^ 
(now be .pleafed to remark^ that thoUgh' 
the Tyrians were notonofus JdolaterSi janct 
very wicked in many other reipe<3:s^ 
yet, here agam, the opprbsjsion of bn*^? 

SLAVING THEIR BRETHREN (even of 

a different Nation) was the only Crime 
that God Ivas pleafed/ more particularly 5^ 
to impute and * point out to them, A3 
being moft heinous in his fight) *' ie- 
''' caufe'' (faid the Prophet) " they deli-^ 
'^ veredup the whole captivity to 
'* Edom" (for Tyre was the Philiftine 
Liverpool, it feems, which fupplied 
Edom with slaves), '' and remembered 
^' ;io//i6^ brotherly covenant (154): 
^' but I will fend a ¥inE on the Wall of 

(154) Probably alluding to the kague that was 
made between Solowow and Hiram King of Tyre, 
(mentioned in the firft book of Kings v. 12.) «• and 
**' there ivas pback between Hiram and Solo- 
*' MON J and i hey twa ajaoe a league together.*^ ■ 

*^ Tyrus, 
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^' T^^vsf^^kbjhall devour the Palaces 
V iher^''\ Amos i. 9, 10* {}^s) The 
X;k&.ptrp^e of God'^ Veftg€ance k best 
ddftoviHced againft Edom> oil account of 
hernotoriou* violations alfo oi Brotherly 
Love'; for the Almighty Father of Maar 
kind will not fee his creature Max> t>p^ 
preflcd and vilified without roven^g 
the^ffroiit 1--:-'^ ^bus faith the Lordi fof 

_ (155) By another cotemporary Prophet (Ifaiah) a 
RETRIBUTION IN KIND was dciiounced againft 
Tyre—** h this your joyous City^ njjhofe antiquity <was 
** 0/ antteni dkysf her own t?EBT shall CAmr 
'* HER AFAR OFF to fojount,'* — " (Irc pcdibos fdishL 
** Captivitatem," fays Clarius, Crit. Sac. Tom. 4. p. 
490^. that is, juft as the poor flaves are now-a-days 
brought down on foit from the inland parts of Africa 
to the ilave markets on the coafts !) '^ tjuhabath taken 
** THIS Council againft Tyre the crooning (City), 
** ixjhofe Merchants are Princes, *wko/e Traffickers are 
•« the Honourable of the Earth ? The LorO OF Hairs 
«* HATH PURPOSED IT," (plainly referrin|^ to the 
l»URF'osE which he had befcre declared in the }iiv. 
chap. 26. to be '* purposeo up6n xrtfi WAO^le 
** EARTH,"— 'Which I have fhewn to be for the nioft 
part a retribution in kind) toftrain (dT pollute) 
^* the pride of all Glory, and to Bring into cOnttmft all 
«« the Honourahle of tbe^ Earth '\ Ifai. xxiii. 7, 8, 9. 

2 ^ , ** three 
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** three "TranfgreJJions of Edom^ and for 
♦> four, I wilt not turn away (the pu-^ 
^^ nifliment) thereof % beeaufe he didpur-^ 
^* fue his Brother with the Sword, and 
*' did CAST OFF ALL pity" (as ouf 
modem American Slave-holders cast 
OFF ALL PITY towards their poor RUN«- 
AWAY SLAVES ! for I have feen re-? 
Wards publicly offered for the Heads of 
thofc poor oppreffed People (156); and 

the 

(156) From the Carolina Gazette (by Robert 
Wells) dated 30 Dec. 1774. 

** A Hundred Pounds reward." 
** Run amjay upiuards of t'wel've months ago 9 a Ne^ 
* * gro Man, named Salisbury, a fquaiy nvell-fet feU 
** lotJOt about five feet five inches high^ branded on the 
«* right breafi-—^;' (N. B. Branded like a beaft) " He 
*^ formerly belonged to Richard Beresf or d^ Efq\ and is 
** fuppofed to be harboured about the plantation of Mr» 
" John WigfalU in St, Thomases Parijhf ivhere be hajt 
** a brother. J luill give a re'ward of Tiventy Pounds 
** currency to ivhoever ivill apprehend the faid Negro, 
** and deliver him at the Work-Houfe in Charles-Town^ 
*' or any of the Gaols in this province y or to me at my 
" Plantation in St, Bartholomevj's Parijh, I WILL 
" GIVE THE SAME REWARD FOR HIS KBAd" (N. B. 

- The 
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^e (hooting of run*iw4y Negroes hkl 
even been encouraged by fome of the 
Plantation Laws ! which isf wilful pre- 
meditated Murder, fuch as God will 
never leave unpuniftied) ; *' and his 
.*^ Alger did tear perpetually^ and he kept bis 
*' Wrath for ever. But r\ (faid Jeho^ 

Vah) " WILL SEND A FIRE V^ON TEt 

*' man" (the Carolina of thofetimea), 
^' which Jhall devour the Palaces of Boz-- 
^^ rahJ*^ Amos, chap. i. ii, 12. 

The Prophet in the next ve'rfe de- 
nounces God's vengeance againft the 

The fubfcriber is abfolutely guilty of Felony for of- 
fering a price for blood.) ** And a further regard of 
^* One Hundred Pounds currency for the difco'very of his 
** being harboured by a 'white perfon, and Fifty Pounds 
'** currency if by a Negro ^^ (thongh it is a moral Lanjn 
of the Old Teflament, a Command e<ven from Goo 
71 IMS ELF, not to deliver up to his Mafter the -Servant 
that is efcaped from his Mailer. Dent, xxiii. \^,^**tfi 
^ « be paid on comji&ion of the Offender or Offenders.^* 
Odlober 7, 1774. Signed, 

Thomas Smith. 

bloody- 
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bloody-minded Amtnonitei/ for'th^ 
feorrid barbarity m mui^dei^ing the Wivel 
and Children of their Enemies, MukBEit 
being A crime ftill more heinous in the 
fight of God than slavery ; becauft 
the robbing a man of his Ltfe is a highef 
Aft of Opprejfion and unnatural Violence 
than Bondage^ it being, indeed, the 
lafi degree ofOppreJJion that 1 Tyrant has 
in his power ! — '' Thus faith the Lord \ 
** for three Tranfgreffions of the Children 
'^ ^Ammon, and for four ^ will I not 
** turn away (the punifliment) thereof \ 
*' becaufe they have ripped up *rHE 
*' women with child of Gilead, 
*' (157) that they might enlarge their bor^ 



(157) This ejfamplc ihcws that Q<^ wiil feverely 
av^xvge bioarclf of all Aich "abandoned foLdiers ^s tkoi^ 
who kill Women 4in4 Chifdrfrif for we f^;^ be ajp^^ced 
|b&£ no pretended Jlnle^s qi Wsir c^ juU^fy fv(^h ^f" 
teiiable p^tr^g^in his fig.b^» UQleff %jo^ c^aj^pdM^^ 
an exprefs C^mmiflion from the Aln|ighty fof j^at 
purpofe, like tbat which was given to the Ifraelites 
againft the wicked Canaanites, &c. 

'* der 
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*v ir (t$^^ bttt iwm iM-a mh'm 

'}*^he wait of RhUah^ and hJhall"devour 
'**' the P(Jades ihereif, ■withjhduting in the 
:.:- ; ; " dk} 

v,.(^5^) Prohahly ihe Jmminites {like -foine'of our 
Settlers and Vlanters at St. Fiacents) Qpytte^f—** thai 
^^ fine cRfeAM PART £/* the Country^* — about Gilead, 
then in the pofleffion of their neighbours ; and might 
perhaps Air up their public Financiers tpfytfUaff ar- 
^angement for the di/fo/aJ of the /aid Lands ^ without tfee 
knowledge and confinf <ff the antuHt ^lid la'Ofnl fo}- 

feffbrsy as if the^//#/^</ political neceffityto Y^nl^irj^e 
'• thiir border'*^ could juftify ^lobbery a^d murder, 

"by authority ofGovcrnnient !-Againft fimiWcrimesin 
ifrael, the Prophet thus denounced God's vengeance! 

• ** Wo to them f^tit de*vi/e iniptity, and ^workfvH upon 

** their beds ! tuben the morning is light they pri^&ict it^ 

> < hecanfe it is in the fo^er of theif- hafid. And thi^ co- 

** *vet fields, and fake (them) byn>iclence: andHoufes^ 

** fiind take (thexs) a*way : fo thi^ oppr'sfs aman and his 

' ** hon/e, even a m<nn ' and his heritage. Thkrefore thtts 

'^^ faith the Lord" (Jehovah) ; — ** BeJnid, agkinfi 

^^ this familf* (apparently * meaning the Fami/J or 

ftock pf that whple nation) ** do I de'vife an Evil, 

affront fwhich ye Jhall not remo've your necks i. neither 

''^ Jhail ye go haughtily : for thi8-.tiAi£ is £V1l." 

Mi-c. ii. I to 3, •' For your hands are defiled m:iih 

*^ BLOOD, znd J OUT fingers w'th ^NiQUlxy:,:?— tw«i? 

' *' callethfpr Jv^TiCE, nor {sLny) plei^dethffr t^vtb: 
** they truft in *vanity and fpeak lies \ thzj co«ceivb 

** MISCHIEP, and BRING FORTH IlHq^ITyl*J&C. 

** '"^^and the a£l of Violence (is) in :their hands. Their 
Hh ''feet 
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** icy of battle^ with a ^mpeft in thr 
^* day of the Whirlwind: mid their King 
^^ Jhall GO INTO Captivity^" (mark 
theproper puniftiment of Tyrants) " he 

>' AND HIS PRINCES TOGETHER, ^^Z/A 

'^ /i&^LoRD/' Amos 1. 13- — 15. 

Next in order the Prophet declares 
God's Purpofe of Vengeance againft 
Moab (fee the following chapter) :— : 

Thus Jakh the Lord : for three iranf 



C4 



^yfeet run to e<viU and they make hafte to fifed inkutnt 
*\'hloof(j their thoughts are thoughts of iniqmtyi 
** ^afiing and deJlru3ion^^ or breaking ** (are) in their 
*^ paths. Thp >yAY of peace they know not ; 
•* aW (there is) no j.udgement" (lOfltyO i. e.- right 
or juftice) ** in their goings! they ha've made them 
* * crooked paths : luhojhever goeth therein Jhall not kno^ 
** peace, Thekefoku is Jxtogement" (L c. right or 
equity) *' far from us, neither doth Jv stjcz^* itlp^Ti 
properly Righteousness) " o<vertake us:*^ &c.— — 
** According.io (their) deeds,** [ov more properly) ** ac-^ 
** cording to recompences" (i. t. God's eternal laws 
of R E T R I B u T I o N ) *' accordingly /&f " (i.e. Jehovah) 
" *iv/// K^v AY, fury to his Jd^verfaries, Recompence 
** to his Enemies, to the Islands he lAjill repay 
«' RbcompeiTcb !" Ifaiah Hx. to the 18th verfe. 

^* grejpons 
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^* gfejtons of Mo AB 9 and for /our ^ I will 
^ not turn away (the punifhment) 
** thereof \ becaufe he burned the bones of 
^* the King of Edom into lime^^ (the 
Chaldee Interpreter adds, NTJD pHD) 
Sn^^aa, and plaftered them like Chalk (or 
. lime) in the Houfe. This feems to have 
ieen done in extreme contempt, to vi- 
lify the Edomites ; and does not agree 
with the account 6f the particular hu- 
man Sacrifice made by the King of 
Moab upon the Wall, mentioned in 
2 Kings iii. zy. to which the margin of 
pur Englifh Bibles commonly refers us ; 
for that feems to have been a Sacrifice 
by the King of Moab of his own 
Sim (i 59)* rather than a burning of the 
bones of the King of Edom. We may, 
jbowever, learn from this example, that 



{iS9) ^ SUum" (viz. Filium) ^* inquam*' (fays 
Grotius) << Ron Idumaex Przfedi, ut quidam colligune 
V ex Amofo ii. i. ubi alia rcfpicitur Hiftoria.'* Crit. 
jBac. Tom. 4. p, 2579* 

Hha God 



God is offended with ,any contemptiuous 
vilifyihg of ^he Human Body, evea 
wben dead; and how xnuch more thejj 
will he be offended with thofe who vi- 
lify their living BrethreUj by contemp- 
tuoufly holding them in a defpicable 
iBondagel) — " Buf I wUl fend a Fire 
^* upon Moah (i6o), and it Jhall devour 
^^ t%e Palaces of Kirioth^ and Moakfldall 
^^ die with tumult, with fhouting^ (and) 
.^' with the found of the trumpet : and I 

" will cut off THE JUDGE FROM THE 
^' MIDST THEREOF, and wHlJloy ALL 
^' THE PRINCES THEREOF WITH HI M,^ 

" faith the Lord." Amos ii. 1— 3. 

(160) MoAB was condemned alfb by another Pro- 
phet (Ifaiah) for her want of Charity to the pobr fu- 
ptives of I/rael and Judah in a time that God ha4 
delivered them into the hands of their enemies,— 
*' Hide the Qutcajis'^ (faid Ifaiah in his denunciatiw 
of JL dgcment againft Moab) *' beiuray not him that 
*^ zv^udereiL \ Let mine out- casts d^well luith thee 
** ^vioAB ; Be thoft a Convert to them from the face of 
^' iht SroiLKR : fur the Extortioner is at an fndi 
•' the Spoilhr cta/eth, the Ofpres80R« are con/imed. 
•• out r.f the Land:^ Ifaiah xvi. 4. . . "" 

2 ; / Tq 
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To thdejudgenaents'of *thi^ fwersA 
Nations ^^ Prophet bow adds the 
Condemnation of Judah^ Jeft the jewS 
(hould imagine that Ga&^s vengjeaKc* 
was only to be denounced againft. »/A<? 
Heathen Nations. — " I' bus faith the Lord; 
■' for three l^raffgrqffims vf Judah^ and 
^^fprfour^ IwiHii6ttiirnaw£iy{\hz^^ 
f* nilhaaaeirt) thereof ', hecaufe they hofM 

^' DESPISED THE LAW dP THeLoRD/^ 

[now the Apoftle Paul informs tis, that 
*^ all the Lofw is fulfil kd in one word^ 
^' (even) in this; Thou J^alt hve thf 
-' Neighbour as thyfetf^ Galat. v. 14. 
and, confequently^ the oppression of 
THE POOR (of which the Jews were 
notofioufly guilty, as I have fhewn) 
was (next to Idolatry) one of the moft 
heinous Tranfgreffions of the Law, 
which principally drew down God^s 
VengeaiKe upon them, though it is not 
particularly mentioned in this place] — 
t,^ and have not <kept his Commandments ; 

" and 



•* and thar lyes caufed them to err\ 
'* after the which their Fathers hati 
** walked.- But I will fend a fire upon 
♦* Judahy anditfhall devour the Palaces 
f^ of yirufalemJ* Amos ii. 4, 5. 

And laft of all is declared the pur- 
pose of Retribution and Vengeance^ that 
was PURPOSED upon th? People oilffaeFj 
to whom the Prophet Amos was more 
particularly fent, to warn them of their 
approaching captivity^ on account of 
their notorious opprejions^ ^nd fpr the 
Slave-trade in particular^ — *^ 7bus 
** faith the Lord^ for three tranfgreffwns^ 
** of Ifrael^ and for four ^ J will not turn 
*' away (the punifhment) thereof \ be-- 
^* caufe they sold the RiGHTEOug 
*' FOR SILVER, and the poor for a 
^' PAIR of shoes." Amos ii. 6. And 
in the next chapter the prophet is di«? 
refted to call upon their old enemies 
the Philiftines and Egyptians to b^ar 

witnefs 
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witnei^ to the caufeof God*$ vengeanc<( 
ou his own people : ** Publi/b in the 
** ^Palaces of Ashdod, and in the Pa-^ 
•' laces of the Land of Egypt ^ and fay j 
•* Ajfemble yourfehes upon the. mountains 
^' of Samaria, and behold the great 
** TUMULTS in the midjl thereof and 

^* the OPPRESSED IN THE MIDST 

*^ THEREOF. For they know not to 
** DO right (i6i), faith the hord\ 

*' who- 

(i6i) The Prophet Ainps charges them ftili fur- 
ther with their ihameful perveriion of Justicb and 
katural Right, in the 5th chapter and 7th vcrfe, 

— ** ^/? IJoho Tt7*N JtJDGEMENT TO WORMWOOD, 

'* and LEAVB OPF righteousness in the earth." 
And a little afterwards he charges them with notorious 
corruption—** For I knonvyour manifchi tran/grtjjtons^ 
•' and your mighty Jihs : /^&^ afflict the jvst^jJ^ 
** TAKE a bribe, and.thty turn aside the pook 
** in the Gate (from their right). Therefore the 
*^ prudent Jhall keep filenci in that time .• for it is an e*vil 
** time.*' He then warns them to make ufe of th'At 
Natural Knowledge of Good and E<vil, which all' 
mankind inherit from our firft parents—" Seek Good, 
«* and not Evil" (fays the Prophet) : *< that ye may 
" live : andfo the Lordy the God ofHofls^fhall be *with 
**^ yoUi as ye han/e Jpeken. Hatt the Evitf and love the 

** Good4^ 
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** vtflv Jhre' ■ vp Fwknee aiut RaUery 'Uk 
•** their f^alacgs. ■ Therefore thm/aith 

■■..'.. ; . ■• ■ *UM 

•* Good, and efiahlijh Judgement in the X^ate^Jt 
•* 'M^y fhat^the Lloird God of Hofts ^itl he gracious unto 
**^ (he Rmnakt\^ yp»A."— r-Thm the IsffAELiTSs 
-might have iaved themf^lve^ from Go4's Vengeance 
by a timely repentance, but they were too corrupt 
kid wicked. It feems, to* take wamiKg : fot the Judge- 
ment is, immediatejy after> debouneed oa account of 
the faid national coRRtiptiON and injustice. 
-— " Tberefirty the Lord, the Qod of fhfts, the Lord 
'• faith thus; wailing Jhall he in all thy ftreets ; and 
'^^ they Jhall fay in all the hightvays^ alXs! alas! 
.•* Mnd theyjkall eall the HttfirdttdmiuM tH mQurmng; a^nd 
'^^ fueh fis 4»rtjkilful nf hmeTttatiofti to ^veiling, AkJ 
♦* in ali tiineymrds pull he ^vimiling% for IwitLFAS5 

•* THROUGH THEE, S'AITH THE Lo»D !'* 

Now let the. inhabitants of Gtreat £rit«in examine 
|)iemfelve6, aind enquire, whether there are hot cor- 
luvPTiONs and injustice among them alftf, which 
may be equally liable to draw d(Hi(|i Ged's v.ek> 
GEANC£ ? Whether their Reprefentatives in the great 
.JMational Affcmbly, or *• Congregation of the Peop^e,'*^ 
do iDot annually encourage and promotjB the Akri- 
.catN 8LAVE..TR4DE, which inclufl^a 'ifi&iitdy ^bre 
;OPPRE6si0N and INJUSTICE thoM the Ifxfiflites were 
ever guilty of 1 and whether the poor il^«^i,C0i^i>/'/i 
and Salters of Scotland, who la^y ^ppliied-co them 
for relief from the mondrovs oppiL)is«ioN and In- 
justice of the unreafonable J^juk^ipldjers x(aa op- 
. preffion 
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t>reifioh sLt leaft eqiial to, iJF not hi dieeedtng the 
J[{hieUuib. BpQ4i^6 .of die Poor) liave yt^ receWtd rr- 
tlri/s for the Injuries done them ? or whether, on the 
<mktxMr^ liie Sif'tfiiu (ndnch aets^ihad ftny otiMT 
fi>«ndation .hot .that Qfunf^fi i«rcr and fixation) jn 
not .now confirmed for a certain ndittber of years Ibir- 
ger hf-2L^ of Parliainent ! But, O mf «oiintrymen>! 
let.^^QiEn.te aund (before it is toolattf) the dreadful 
^on&quences of turning ^'Ju.dgbmbnt int6 
•^* woitJynrOQi);'* «nd of ^'^eavh^g tf Itigbttoufntfs 
-** mtht^vii^d''* X«* US Jtemembcr the heavy Ju4ge- 
'tnents that are dienounted agaixift the Opfrigkiit ofttit 
foor^ and^hat there is h)n& who will furely avenge 
ih^ir cattle^** Tk« Loild (Js^osrAfi) i^4li< kamib 
** ihat ftn^gthintih the SP0U.^D againfi.tbi srioNts, 
**/o that tie spoiled yi&a// come aOainst the ^or* 

<**TTIE«. TlTEY HATE HIM THAT HTB-VKETH xif 
;**T»« iClATI* AJfJ) ir«ET AJSHOA HIM THAfT 

<'j5jMwiKJS.TH i7>iLibHTLY. forofwidf tbtrefor^^ 
(continues the Prophet) " «jjr©Kr treading is upok 
-** THE POOR, wtdye tethfrvm Inm^wrthfems ^fnnheea^ 
^^ ye i>a^. iuik -k^sofbewn Jhnei 'but je Jhall not 
** dwelt in ibem ; ye ba*ve planted plea/ant Vineyards f 
** but ye fiall not drink 'wine of tbem. For J kmow 
^* Youtt MAitfiFOLD TRANSGRESSIONS, nnd your 
** inigbiy ^ns : they ajfiia tbe Juftt tb^ tare a 
** paiBEy and they turn afide the poor ^ tbe Gate, 
^ftomiktlrfifbt,*\ieL. Ainos^v. I OD iff* 

I i ''and 
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*^ knd he Jball bring down tfylStreng^ 
** from tbeiy ^ndthy Palamfiallbejpoih 
" ed^* &c. Amos iii. 9, lo, i x* 

' Thus it appears, that God was not 
lefs fcvere againft his own peculiar Peo- 
ple, when guilty of Opjpreffion and Iif- 
juftice, than he was againft the neigh- 
bouring Nations for the like Offences ! 
And 1 hope the many examples which 
I have given of God's Fengeance againft 
thefe Crimes^ and morejefpecially againft 
.the Crime of en/laving and vilifying Mah- 
iind, will awaken the attention of my 
Countrymen in general, that they may 
ferioufly confider whether we have not 
juft reafon to fear the efFefts of Copy's 
VENGEANCE alfo Upon Great Bri- 
tain and HER Colonies for Jtmilar 
Offences ! 

Long before the prefcnt unhajppy 
CIVIL WAR broke out between the Mo- 

ther 
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lAcr.CjMMry ondber Cohfdes^ I thought 
k iBf dtit]r. to give fair warning to hisF 
Majefty's Minifters .(i6a), that fome 
heavy vengeance, muft inevitably 
overtake us (according to . the liiual 
courfe of God's Providence) if the ini- 
quitous Slave-trade, and the STe?/^ 
ration of involuntary Bondage^ were con- 
t'muedj and that fuch " mot^rous op- 



' (162) Extra^ of a Letter from tbe AathOr to Lord 

i- — , dated the i^th of Febniarjr, 177;?. 

' *Hjs Majefty has been pleafed^, latety, 

* to recommend to Parliament the providing new 

* Laws, for ** /uf plying Defies or remedyihg 
" ABUSES in fucb tTtfiancis 'where it Jbatl te requifiie '^^ 

* and, I apprehend, my Lord, that there is noinlldnce 

* whatever, which requires mtxc immediate redrcfs than 

* the prefent mifer able and dehlor able slav u^y o/^f^e^ 
^ groes and Indians ^ as Hjuell as of nubite EngUfifif^^ 

* wants in our Colonies* I iky immediate redrefs, be- 

* caufe to be in power, «fnd to negleSi. (as life is very 

* uncertain) even a day, in endcavouring'toputaftop 
< to fuch monilrous injullice and abandoned wicked- 

* nefs, muft ncceflarily endanger a man's eternal wel- 

* fare, be he ever fo great in temporal dignity or of- 
«ficc/&c 

ll % " PRESSION 



^' iivivcsif MAA"*/ firiFw to iia ijj&Mf 

^^ jitiWfuBfitMjblifiib 0f>ctfr off MjffMWl/f 

-«»-r, datcd.tiie4tfaopDe(rembii^ i.77|^ ; 

■ • If the feaibnable warning again|t the 

' ^^^g national nuichtdntft of promoting ^^ African 
^slavji-xiiajmIm vid, t9iir4Ui»g suAV/ntic lA Ameri- 

* ca» which Lieut ahont three yean.ag^ in. a' private 

* letter te LQrdW-r*»,had.keeii^ daljt regarded, I fin-- 

f cerel7,bflieyetluUJtbe.p^dent«ni(imd^ fo^ 

• # •• *■ # ' '# ■ ♦ ■ "■ ■ ■ 

'. and the alaf^ing.coDfei^uentes which now threaten 
f us, wtfuld not have happened ! — ^Great Britain and, 
^ket Cakniti feem to be preparing, thewfclves for 

* yu^TMKl^ t ELESTnycTiaN, which, ala^ ! is too ap^ 

* garently. merited on both \<^%& : for fuch.inonfiroa^ 

* O'Pi^ES^io^ aiid NATIONAL wiCR^DtiBSs canHo^ 

* e/eapeM NATiOfTA^ ^v^uhvl^jut according^ to the 
'^u^al courfe of God's providence iif the World, un* 
' 1c[% a hearty repentance and*, amendment ffroul(| 
f avert the impending yengeante !* &c. 

"* ** Far all the Lam u/j^jfiJkdMtpji%.yr(>xp <«Nren) f«iMpi 
" TbouJhJUi Ufoe thy Nel^lHwr ms thyfllf,' But if we 6te .«ff 
•« devour one another , take heed that ye bk not CV»sty>rirD 
^ 0«%ft o* AIK>THEK." GiO.. v; 14, 15. Sec my Traa •m 
*ytk)Liruf'oflLiberty,erXiyi(liTffi,\* 
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nonibateifi^f ttufr): by tfar ibTistafc £al* 
twifts from the Holy Scriptures, which 
I have inferted in the preceding pages : 
andi. the proo£ o£ it (I thank, dod)' af^ 
fk^itte ardtttfbte rectoMjJWSee fcv -my 
labours in coJQle^lxng^ them; for ititot 
Dtdi^'vindiGdeeis 017 pcsviotoaflfevticmsto 
tlie Miniffers of his preient Ifefajej^y, 
teib i«^ cen&tuns tdbe Jimilar A^rtions' of 
jny own Grandfather,. declaii?d*^ ««zr a 
Cemury ago;, to the great Nacioaal 
AiJenibly of tfiis Kingdom (i 64!)^ 

- Catt 

(164). .-4-. << ^ckcd nen^' (faid^he) «< may. li# 
5* happy and prOfperotis hci«> and gpod men matj 
^ fnffep nUa^y ^i{UoiM attd tribuleciofM, withoM 
«* any^dtelcoft reflrddoo otitbO jvlli^ op ^>odfie(9 «f 
«^ the' grfcat-Govenxbr of the WoHd^: becaufe there U 
*^'^farther day reftrvtd'for the adpilUngf. Ull oien't ' 
•**]tMirafrds,v^«or«liifgrtathdif «rovkRi Put now thd^ 
'♦cottfidrt-atioif ofrftTWtio socTETrss^aod* iwrr-ioitt 

«' FuVvliVAMo#K¥;:Ay/^ a^'^tmJimdP-SHi pik . 
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Can we daim a better right to theeiw 
ijaved Negroes in the Britiih Colonies 

than 

** mjhments tbty are capable of ks aocxiTiEs, must 

** MX ADJUDGED AND DISTRIBUTED TO THEM Iff 

** THIS VRisBNT LIFE. And therefore if we fiip- 
** pofe God to be the Judge and Governor of th^ 
" Worldy and of all the Nations in it ; as well as he 
^* is the Jadge and Governor of particalar peribns ; 
** we muft likjswife fuppofe^ that he adminifters all 
** a&irs fOy that righteous and religious nations haw 
•* m THIS world tbt reviord of their itirtuein tit 
y hlejjings of peace and plenty t and all manner of tempo" 
'* ral profperity : and on the other fide, impious and 
?* incorrigihle nations are likewife punijhed in this 
•* WOULD for their nvickednefs i either lyje'vere judge* 
** menTs, or by a total destruction ; asGoD 

**'gn his infinite nuifdomfees caufe,** " The word 

" of God doth all along bear teftimony to the truth 

" of this." " There is no Judgement threa- 

*• tened to any nation in the Holy Scripture (and 
'^ abundance of nations are there threatened) but it 
*• is upon the account of xYit Sins and Wickednefs thcj 
•• were guilty of. Which Sins if they repented of, fo 
'* repented as to forfake them^ they might find mer- 
" cy. And accordingly we find in fad, that God 

V*/ALWAYS DEALT WITH PEOPLE AND NATIONS 
•• ACCORDING TO THESE MEASURES," &C. And 

after citing the examples of the Ninevites, Canaanites, 
and Babylonians, and after referring us to the 
Greek, Roman, and even to the Turkifli hiftory 
for more examples^ )ie remarks concerning the 
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than ihe ftveral antient NatSona, above>> 
inentioned, hud to their Captive Entf- 

Jiiws in particular, that — -"^ every degree of tvp^ 
** Lie VICB9 and departure from God's. Laws, waf 
" always /ttwy^fi/ with vvithiQ Judgement. , Andoa 
" the other fide, tvery degree of public Repentance 
** and Refarmathu was always rewarded with pub* 
*' Lie Happin^s and profperity : fo that any one that 
« could make a right efiimate of that nation, and how 
^* it flood as to Virtue and Vice, might conftafttly 
** make a Judgement likewife h§nA) it nuonUfan nuith 
*' them, as to their outnuard temporal affair si I muft 
** confefs" (fay's he) " that generally fpeaking, therfe 
'^ is little force in thofe arguments that, are drawn 
'* from examples ; but in the cafe I am now npon, I 
<< think there is great weight in them. For though 
' '^ we cannot argue from Goo's .dealing with one 
^^ p4rfon, thathe willjufl.deal in the iame manner 
'< with another; yet as to nations and KiNCDoift 
«< THB CASB IS OTHBRwisE, as I before (aid. For 
** God's Difpenfations and Providences to tiem, Jeem 
** all to proceed upon one immutablb foundation 
** (which will he THE same in all ages and 
^* COUNT RiEs) niamely , the expreffion and vindication 
•* of hisjuftice and goodne/s in this world." Archb. 
Sharp's Sermons, vol. i. ferm. 8. intitled, ** Virttti 
^ and Religion the only Means to make a Nation pr%f- 
*' perousP The whole fermon is indeed a compleat 
and unanfwerable argument againft thofe fophifis 
.who contend for the necefiity of Political. Evil, and 
of permitting and encouraging Vice in certain de- 
grees (as tJ^ey ihall think fit) for-l^tc occafions. • 

a siies^ 



jrerewad^ mutwl Inftnijaents of P,©^ 
4bat£t40fi to €aok other, on t^^vety ac-* 

' j^rae! (I jnein the KSii^gdom of t^d 
Tea Tribps) was the Scourge of Judahi 
^uiah diffrael : Syria i^as the Scourge 
«|'A)oth i » «U9 were Edfmif M^^ and 
Ammm : -ftni ^j^a 'vra* the Scourgje 
pf t^em ajl. . JB|vv/(> ^gaiff, i^sras ttxe 
&:QUi)ge of AJyria ; :and j^rJa (imder' 
a Bahjlopilh King) tecame jlfterwards 
{J%e .£»r^^ £i::<du%e aiid Sietdktof of 
^&vils tqpon ii^T^/ i 

'^fht ojmfetjt li^^rf , wiirti iier Jwkieely 
;M^chaDts^ Tuffered ^ruoiig tiie reft i^t 
feer iftkju4to»s Traffic m S^la^rcs {1^5)* $ 

arxd 

J]'65') ^*^hefe enterprtjtnfi Traders f tt^i frjt great 
^ Na'uij^iitQrs of the ITorid^ (fays the fenfible and be- 
nevolent Anther of Britattmatiterif J i •* baving^ 4h 
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load tko lafTtr Phitiftint^ States^ Aflido<i^ 
Mouthy Oaza, ^r.^ did not p^ake of 
t)i<K itlicharitable CrimCf without an 
equal fhare of Retributidn ! 

Theie ejL^mphs clearly denumftrate 
tbe neceilUy of obierving the Apoftle'^ 
Advice : — ^' ^^^ i/V^ ^;?^ devQur. om 
" an^th^ri tai^ k^ed thai yt art not eioifh 
*^ fumed Qm (f ^notber*^ (Oal, v^ 15.);: 
which is > ft^^l^ipg repr^fentatioa of 
the E:i(T&:p;Me DANQEn pf Oppr^jjm 

^ the tgur/e of ibelr/uccefs and tJ^eir grandeur ^ imported 
**fpr thir 9%9» ^ a great munher 4^ Sxavbs, the^ 
•* confpiredy Jlemi their Mafteru and a}l the Free-men^ 
(two only excepted, old St rat 6 an i his Son, wfio 
werefavedthrqughthe CBNERosiTY of ru ir owfc 
ULAVe) ** took to ihemjel'ves their lui^es and dau^ 
•* tersy with the tnhole city^ and rai/ed a neiv com^ 
f^ monvffalfh \ a preapful tXAUVh^y /qtihyu/i 
**'tiny to all the <worldy * nuho ne^erthele/s luent on iH 
** their former courje of enslaving one another.**, 
Bn^^pnia {libera, or a Defence of the Free State 
of Man in England againft the Claio^ of any Maa 
there as a flave." p. 3, 

* " CeLIBRE hoc SERVORUM FACINUS, MJTUEN- 

••dvmque ese^plum toto orsb terrarvm ruit.** 
Juft. Hift. ^ Hfiii. a 

Kk and 



and the fFant of Brotherly Lovii for 
furcly no OppreJJion can he more.noto^ 
rious. and biting than that of en/laving 
others; nor can th^ danger of being 
** confumed one of another"- (according 
to the Apoftle's exprefs words) be more 
apparent, than in the freqjjent in- 
suRRECTioHS^ which have ever been 
^c unavoidable confequences of Slave- 
ry I (i66) Can we reafonably expe(9:', 
that the only exception to God's general 
rule of National Fengeahce and Retribu^ 
tion upon the Authors of iS/iW^ry and 
QppreJJion IJiall be in favour of Great 
Britain, which hath fo notq^ioufly 
exceeded all other Nation? in the mul- 
tiplicity and largenefs of her dealings 
in the Man-trade (i66) ; that ini- 
quitous 

(i66) See an Extradl from Mr. Morgah's Book; 
intiilcdj *< A Fhnfor the Abolition of ^lavery^^ ht\ 
printed at th^ end of this Trad. 

(167) Long before this additional load of natioual 
guilt had arrived at any confiderabl^ hfigtit, (jbe 0^7 

tion 
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^uitous and pppreffive bufinefs of pur-* 
chafing our poor unhappy African Bro- 

thersj 

tion was fappofed to be under a very dangerous bur- 
then of Sin» which my Grandfather teftified before 
the Houfe of Commons* <* we are not that innocent* 
'*' virtuous, pious people'* (faid he) ** that may cer- 
^ tdinly reckon upon God's favour^^ and think our* 
** felves in all cafes fure of his prote^on. For if the 
^' Dodrine I have now been infilling on to you, be 
<* true Do£irine ; then we of this nation can but en- 
<< tertain very fmall hopes of being happy and pros« 
**PEROUS. Nay >we cannot hut apprehwd m i s B R y and 
^* KViKf and d^olation to ourfiUfes I unle/s God he a-- 
^* bundantly more merciful to us than nve defervi. And 
•' there can hi no *way to prevail with him to he foy hut 

\^ an UNIVERSAL HUMILIATION aWrEPKNTANCE! 

** and this is the application I defire to make of the point 
•* I have heen now treating of" — (With the fame view 
and defire exa^y is the prefent addrefs laid before 
the public, though the author was not aware wbei^ 
^he trad was fent to the prefs, that his ancefior hacl 
borne fuch ample })iiblic teftiinony to the truth of 
the fame dodrine concerning the Law of Nationi^i 
Retribution^ as he has fince cited from his works,)^^ 
** If the meafure of G§d*s dealing with nations hi 
•* always according to the moral fate of them ; if theit 
*^ good fortunes he dealt out to them according to their 
** virtues ; and judgements he infixed upon them, accord'* 
** ing to their provoking God hy their Sins; as*wihavt 
**faidi good Lord / what a lamentable pr<fpe£t have Vfit 
« OF THIS Kingdom of what may comi upon us? and 
•* what infinite reafm have we thereupon^ immediately 
Kk2 •*/# 
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tkers ^Bd Sifters -f^VAfor, IfFmm^ imi 
^V ChUdren^)^ and then forcibly tranf» 
porting them ^^ far from their border^^ 
even to the oppofite fide (almoft) of 
this terreftrial Globe ! 

- What \% this, my Countrymen^ hut 
a notorious aggravation of that very 
crime for WhJteh the Fetigednee ahd JR^- 
tribution of the Almighty was poured 
6ii the heads of the ancient Tyfian 
Merchants, above-mentioned. They 

'* tf) try all the tuays that are pojfible of making oUr peace 
** with God^ that fe iniquitV May KOT Jse oVr 
•* KuiN 1" Archbp. Sharp's Sermdns, Vbl. i. Serin. 8. 
p. 215, 216. 9th edit. But the horrible abominatioii 
of the Slave-Trade was only in its infancy when my 
Grandfather made this declaration, &nd the baneful 
tendency of it perhaps was hardly known to him, or 
he would certainly have entered a zealous and parti->> 
cular proceil againft it 1 With fuch an accumulated had 
•f national Guilt, the neceffity of a public humilia- 
tion and repentance is become more and more obvious^ 
cfpccially as the long forefeen Vengeance oftheJt^ 
mighty feeftiB ndw ready td burft upon o%ir heads ! let 
us therefore cameftly join in the neceflaryTcfbrmation 
** thatfo iniquity mc^ not be our •Ruin,'*^ 

^^ 4 SOLD 
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ltE>LD the Captive Jews to the Grecians, 
a tieigh^aitrihg People \ but ye have 
SQL I) the ypooi Africans (who never of- 
fended you) to the very diftant Inhabitants 
of America and the Wefi Indies^ *' that 

" YE MIGHT REMOVE THEM FAR*' 

(for indeed !) " from THEik bor- 
** DER." Have we not reafon to expeft 
the fame awful Decree of the Divine 
Juftice which immediately follows thejfe 
tvotds — '^ Behold^ I will raife then!* 
(i.e. the Slaves) ^* out of the place WKi-- 

*^ THER YE HAVE SOLD THEM, and 

" will return your Recompence upon your 
*' own head. And I will sell your 
** sons and your daughters," &c. 
Joel iii. 7, 8. Have we Hot ample 
teafbh to fear, that God will make of 
this Nation (in proportion to the mag- 
nitude of our guilt in Slave-dealing) a 
tremendous Example of retribution, 
t6 deter other Nations from offending 
his E/^r^^/ Justice, if a lincere and 

fpeedy 



ipeedy national Repentance does not 
avert the Evil? — ** The Lord" (Je-» 
JiovAH) *^ IS HIS NAME : thatjlrength^ 
•* enedthe spoiled againft the strono'I 
•* ^ /Z^tf/ /£>^ SPOILED Jhall come again/i 
^' /A^ FORTRESS." (Amos V. 8, 9») 
That faith — '* Th^ Jhall spoil //&^ 
^' /i6^/ SPOILED them.'* (Ezek. xxxix* 
lo.) This latter Sentence of. retri- 
bution (as well as the firft) was de* 
nounced^ indeed, againft the Opprejforst 
of the Israelites ; but yet the Jufticc 
of it is equally applicable to the unpro-* 
voked Opprejfors of the poor Africans l---^ 
We know not how foon a juft national 
Retribution may overtake us ! how loon 
the Almighty may think fit to recom- 
penfc the Britiffi Nation '' according to 
*' the work of their own hands /" or 
how foon he may withdraw his light 
from us, and leave us involved in the 
fame deplorable ignorance that the Afri^ 
cans themfelves unhappily fell into very 

foon 



foon after they perverted the Truth 
and Intention of the Gofpel, which 
was once planted (and that very early) 
even in the internal parts of their vaft 
Continent, as I have elfewhere ihewn ! 
(See my Tra6t on the juft Limitation 
of Slavery, pages 21 to 26.) This la- 
mentable Fall oi jifrica (167) was the 
very example by which my own Grand- 
father, near a Century ago (wanting only 

three 

(j68) f That Africa* (faidhe) « which is not now 
^ more fruitful of Monfters than it was once of ex- 
f cellently wife and learned men; that.AFRiCA* 
^ which formerly afforded us our C/p/»^«/, our Origen^ 

* our Tertulliant our Cyprian^ our Auguftine^ and 
f many other extraordinary lights in the Church of 
\ God ; that famous Africa, in whofe foil Chris* 

* TiANiTY did thrive fo prodigioufly, and could 
^ boaft of fo many flourifhing Churches, alas ! . is 
f NOW A WILDERNESS.' " The iviU Boars ha<uc 
** Broken into the Vineyard and eaten it up^ and it 
f * brings forth nothing but Bryars and Thorns ;" * to 
^ ufe the words of the Prophet. And who knows but 
^ God may suddenly make this Church and. 
^.Nation, this our England; which, Jelhurun 
\ like, is nuaxidfat and grown proudy and has kicked 
^. againji God^ such another example of 7*hb 

* Yen- 



three year?), warned the floufi qfdmh 
ip$>«j concerning pur national Danger^ i 

But there is ftill one more great cx^ 
umple againft Tyranny and Oppreffioni 
which niuft not be omitted ; I ipeaij 
the example of God's Vengeance againft 
Babylon, that great and terrible Scourge 
of all the other ancieat Nations, ?ilready 
mentioned in this Traft j for as hef 
OPPRESSIONS were more general and 
extenfive, fo her Punifliment is more 
frequently and more fully declared in 
Scripture. 

The Prophet Jeremiah denounced 
the Law of Retribution againft the Baby- 
lonians in the ftrongeft terms, as well 
in return for the cruel Slaughters they^ 

• Vengeance of this kind.* Archbp. Sharp^s 
Sermons, Vol. 2. Serm. i. iatitled» Repentance the 
Means for averting God's Judgement, 5th edit. p. 22. 
Preached before the Houfe of Commons, April i j» 
1679. ' , 

were 
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tv^ere guilty of, as for the heavy Toh of 
Bondage with which they opprefled the 
Captive Ifrgelites. See chap. L, — *' De- 
•^ dare ye among the Nationi^ (faid the* 
Prophet), " ahdpablijh^ and fet up a 
^.^ Jiandard\ publijh^ (and) donceai not: 
** fayj Babylon is taken^ Bel is con-^ 
t^ founded;' &c. ^' For out of the North 
*< there cometh up a Nation agaihjl her^ 
*^ whith Pall MAKE ijer land deso- 
*' late ;" (manifeftly in return for 
the cruel desolation of Judea;) " and 
^* none Jloall dnveU therein'^ (that is, in 
Babylon) : '' they pall remove^ they Pall 
*' depart^ both Man and Beajl.^' (Jer. L. 
2, 3.) And to mark the Indignixtion^ as 
well as the Caufe of it, in the ftrongeft 
terms by the feverity of Contraft, the 
Promife of a happy Reftauration to the 
Captives, whom they opprefled, is 
blended with the Sentence of their own 
Condemnation : — " In thofe days^ and at 
** that tltne^ faith the Lord^ the Children 
Ll "./ 
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^* oflfraeljballcdmey they and the ChtU 
" dren of Judah^ together^ going and\ 
** weeping: they Jhdll go and feek the 
^^ Lord their God. ^hey jhall ajk the way 
*' to Zion with ihetr faces thitherwardj 
^' (faying,) Come^ and let us join ourfelyes 
** to the Lord in a perpetual Covenant 
** (th^t) Jhall not be forgotlenl' My Peo^ 
^^plehcn)e been lo/i Sheep : their Shep^ 
*' herds^* (that is, their wifked Kings, 
fee Jer, xxiii.) " have caufed'theni to go 
'^ ajlray;\ &c: " All that found them 
*^ HAVE DEVOURED theIm : and their 
** ADVERSARIES y^/^, ff^e ofend not^ 
*^ becaufe they have sinned against 
*^ THE Lord (169), the Habitation of 

(169) In like manner, an Advocate for the African 
Trade, , who diftinguifhed himfelf by the fignature of 
Mercator, hoped to remove the odium of opprejpng the 
poor Africans) by falfely aflerting, that they were 
defcended from Canaan, who was curfed by his Fa- 
ther Noah : — <* Curfed be Canaan ; a Servant of 
" Servants fhall he be unto his Brethren." Treatife 
upon the Trade from Great Britaiti to Africa, by an 
African Merchant, Appendix 5. See alfo my Tradl 
on the Jtifl Limitation of Slavery ^ ^c, p.^6 — 49.- 
wherein this AfTertion of Mercacr is anfwered. 

^ '' Juficei 
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^ Jujiice ; even the Lord, the Hope of 
** their Fathers'.'' The Prbphist therl 
immediately refuiiies the Burthen of 
Babylon : — " Remove out of the mid/i of 

** Babylon,'' &c.^ " Shout again/iher 

*' round 'about : Jhe hath given her handi 

t her Foundations are fallen^ her Walk 

are thrown down : for it (is) thR 

VENGEANCE OF THE LoRD : takc 

.VBnGEAt^CR upon her I as she hath 

ONE, DO UNTO HER,"(Jer.L*4 — 15.) 

the Law of Retribution is ftrorigly 

'v.ed ! And agaisfli^ le 1 ^th verfe t 

fael (is), a ^ ed Sheep ; the 

a'huay : firjl 
'ath devoured 




ADREZZAlt 

broken hii 

the Lord 

: Behold, I 

liABYLON 

puni/hed the 

lee the ex^ 

ample 



and tbe fFant of Brotherly Lovei for 
furely no Oppreffion can be more.notoir 
rious, and biting than that of enftaving 
others ; nor c^n the danqer of being 
** confumed one of another'*^ (accordhig 
to the Apoftle*s exprejfs words) be more 
apparent, than in the frequent in- 
surrections which have ever been 
^e unavoidable confequences of Slave- 
ry I (i66) Can we reafonably expeft, 
that the only exception to God's general 
rule of National Vengeance and Retribu^ 
tion upon the Authors of 5/in;^r^ and 
Oppreffion IJiall be in favour of Great 
Britain, which hath fo notpxioufly 
exceeded all other Nation? in the mul- 
tiplicity and largenefs of her dealings 
in the Man-trade (i66) ; that ini- 
quitous 

(166) ^tt an Extra6l from Mr. Morgan's Book; 
intitlcd; *f A Flan for the Abolition of Slavery^^ kz\ 
printed at th^ end of this Trad. 

(167) Long before this additional load of national 
guilt had arrived at any confiderablp h^igtit, ibe 9^7 

tion 
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^tritous and pppreffive bufinefs of pur-» 
chafing our poor unhappy African Bro- 
thers, 

{ion was fuppofed to be under a very dangerous bur- 
then of Sin, which my Grandfather teftified before 
the Houfe of Commons, *< we are not that innocent, 
** virtuous, pious people*' (faid he) " that may cer- 
^ tiinly reckon upon God's favour, and think our- 
** felves in all cafes fure of his prote&ion. For if the 
*« Dodrine I have now been infifting on to you, be^ 
** true Dodrine ; then we of this nation can but en- 
«* tertain very fmall hopes of being happy and pros- 
** p E a ou s . Nay nvt cannot hut apprehmd misery and 
^^ RUXNy and dtfolation to ourfehves \ unlefs God he u^ 
^* hundantly more merciful to us than nve defer^e. And 
•' there can he no way to prevail nvith him to he Jo, hut 

^^ an UNIVERSAL HVMTILIATlONIDiu/REPSNTANCE! 

** and this is the application I defire to makt of the point 
•* / ha^e heen now treating of." — (With the fame view 
and deiire exaflly is the prefent addrefs laid before 
the public, though the author was not aware whei^ 
the tra£t was feht to the prefs, that his anceflor had 
borne fuch ample |>iiblic teftiinony to the truth of 
tbe fame dofirine concerning the Law of National 
Retribution, as he has ii nee cited from his works,)^-^^ 
** If the meafure of G§d*s dealing with nations hi 
*« always according to the moral ft ate of them ; if theit 
** good fortunes be dealt out to them according to their 
** virtues ; and judgements be infixed upon them, accord*" 
*• ing to their provoking God by their Sinsi aswehavt 
**faidi good Lord / what a lamentable prtfpeS have W£ 
« OF THIS Kingdom of what may comi upon us f and 
** what infinite rtafbn have we thereupon, immediately 
Kk2 ••/• 



tkers liBd Sifters - ('^ Mtn^ Wmttm^ JmS 
<*. Ch^dren^:)^ and then fbrcibljr tranfo 
pDitiilg them ^^ far from their border j^ 
even to the.oppofite fide (almoft) of 
this terreftrial Globe ! 

" What \s this, my Countrymen, but 
a notorious aggravation of that very 
crime for Which the Fe^eOrtce and Ri- 
tribution of the Almighty was poured 
Oh the heads of th)e ancient Tyrian 
Merchants, above-mentioned. They 

^* tt) try all the tvays that are pojphle of making our peace 
** with Ghd^ that fe ink^itIt ItiAY Kor bE btjR 
«* kuiN I" Archbp. Sharp's Serm6ns, Vol. i. Scrm. 8. 
p. 2i5» 216. 9th edit. But the horrible abominatioa 
of the Slave-Trade was only in its infancy when my 
Grandfather made this declaration, and the baneful 
tendency of it perhaps was hardly known to him, or 
he would certainly have entered a zealous and parti-*' 
cular proteft again ft it ! With fuch an accumuletted load 
of national Guilty the neceffity of a public humilia- 
tion and repentance is become more and more obvious; 
cfpccially as the long forefeen Vengeance oftheAlx 
mighty feeftis ndw ready to burft upon o%ir heads ! let 
us therefore feameftly join in the neceflary refbmaition 
** that fo iniquity mc^ not he our RuinJ*^ 

.^ t ' SOLD 
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itE>tD the Caprthre Jews to the Grecians, 
a Heigh^oitring People "i but ye have 
ft&LD the poor Africans (who never of- 
fended you) to the very diftant Inhabitants 
of America and the Wefi Indies^ *' that 

" YE MIGHT REMOVE THEM FAR** 

(for indeed !) " from THEik bor- 
** DER." Have we not reafon to expeft 
the fame awful Decree of the Divine 
Juftice which immediately follows thejfe 
tvw€s — '^ Behold^ I will raife them** 
(i.e. the Slaves) ^* out of the place v^Ki-- 

*^ tHER YE HAVE SOLD THEM, and 

" will return your Recompence upon your 
" own head. And I will sell your 
*^ sons and your daughters," &c. 
Joel iii. 7, 8. Have we Hot ample 
tfeafoh to fear, that God will make of 
this Nation (in proportion to the mag- 
nitude of our guilt in Slave-dealing) a 
tremendous Example of retribution, 
t6 deter other Nations from offending 
his E/^r/ir^/ Jits T ICE, if a lincere and 

fpeedy 



fpeedy national Repentance does not 
avert the Evil ? — ^'^ The Lord" (Jk-» 
Sovah) '^ IS HIS NAME : thatjlrength^ 
?* enedthe spoiled againft the strong^ 
^.^ Jo that the spoiled Jhall come again/i 
^^ the FORTRESS." (Amos v» 8, 9.) 
That faith — '' Th^ Jhall spoil thofe 
f' that SPOILED them.'' (Ezek. xxxix* 
10.) This latter Sentence of. retri- 
bution (as well as the firft) was de* 
nounced^ indeed, againft the Opprejfors^ 
of the Israelites ; but yet the Jufticc 
of it is equally applicable to the unpro-^ 
voked Opprejfors of the poor Africans /— • 
We know not how foon a juft national 
Retribution may overtake us ! how loon 
the Almighty may think fit to recom- 
penfc the Britiffi Nation ^' according to 
** the work of their own hands /" or 
how foon he may withdraw his light 
from us, and leave us involved in the 
fame deplorable ignorance that the Afri* 
cans themfelves unhappily fell into very 

foon 
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foon after they perverted the Truth 
and Intention of the Gofpel, which 
was once planted (and that very early) 
even in the internal parts of their vaft 
Continent, as I have elfewhere ihewn ! 
(See my Tra6t on the juft Limitation 
of Slavery, pages 21 to 26.) This la- 
mentable Fall oi Africa (167) was the 
very example by which my own Grand- 
father, near a Century ago (wanting only 

three 

t ■ ■ ....... 

(j68) f That Africa* (faidhe) « which is not now 
^ more fruitful of Monfters than it ^as once of ex- 
f cellently wife and learned men; that.AFRiCA» 

* which formerly afforded us our C/p/»^«/, our Origen^ 

* our Tertulliant our Cyprian^ our Auguftine^ and 
f many other extraordinary lights in the Church of 
\ God ; that FAMOUS Africa, in whofe foil Chris* 
' TiANiTY did thrive fo prodigioufly, and could 

* boaft of fo many flourifhing Churches, alas ! is 

* NOW A WILDERNESS.' '* The iviU Boars hafuc 
** broken into the Vineyard and eaten it up^ and it 
** brings forth nothing but Bryars and Thorns ;" * to 
^ ufe the words of the Prophet. And who knows but 
^ God may suddenly make this Church and. 
^Nation, this our England; which, Jelhurun 
\ like, is lAJOxedfat and grown proud y and has kicked 
^. againji God^ such another example of 7*hb 

« Yen. 
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^hre<5 year?), warned the ffoufisqfCmnf 

fp^/ij. concerning pur national Dsnger^ ; 

But there Is ftill one more great ex^ 
umple againft Tyranny and Oppreffiont 
which niuft not be omitted : I ipeaij 
the example of God's Vengeance againft 
Babylon, that great and terrible Scourge 
of all the other ancieat Nations, jilready 
mentioned in this Trad j for as hef 
OPPRESSIONS were more general and 
extenfive, fo her Punifhment is more 
frequently and more fully declared in. 
Scripture. 

The Prophet Jeremiah denounced 
the Law of Retribution againft the Baby- 
lonians in the ftrongeft terms, as well 
in return for the cruel Slaughters they^ 

• Vengeance of this kind/ Archbp. Sharp^s 
Sermons, Vol. 2. Scrm. i. intitlcd. Repentance the 
Means for averting God's Judgement, 5th edit. p. 22. 
Preached before the Houfe of Commons, April i j» 
1679. ' , 

were 



[ 265 } 

ytere guilty of, as for the heavy Tlske of 
Bondage with which they opprefled the 
Gaptive Ifr^elites. See chap. L. — *' De- 
f* dare ye among the Nations^\ (faid the* 
Prophet), " ahdpablljh^ md Jet up a 
^.^ Jlandardy pubUJb^ {mH^ conceai not: 
" fay^ Babylon is taken^ Bel is cgn-^ 
i'- founded;' &c. ^' For out ofthel^orth 
^^ there cometh up a Nation againfl her^ 

*^ Whith Pall MAKE IfER LANb DESO- 

f LATE ;" (manifeftly in return for 
the cruel desolation of Judea;) ^* and] 
^' none Jhall dweU therein^^' (that is, in 
Babylon) : '' they Jhall remcve^ theyjhalt 
*^ depart^ both Man and Beajl.^' (Jer. L. 
2, 3.) And to mark' the Indignation^ as 
well as the Caufe of it, in the ftrongeft 
terms by the feyerity of Contraft, the 
Promife of a happy Reftauration to the 
Captives, whom they opprefled, is 
blended with the Sentence of their own 
Condemnation : — " Inthofe days^ and at 
** that time^ faith the Lqrdy the Children 
Ll "./ 
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^* ofljraeljball comcy they and the ChtW 
" dren 6f Judah^ together^ going and, 
** weeping : they Jhall go and feek the 
^* Lord their God. ^hey Jhall ajk the way 
^* to Zion with iheir faces thitherwardj 
^^ (faying,) Come^ and let us join otirfelyes 
*^ to the Lord in a perpetual Covenant 
^* {thzt) Jhall not be forgotlenl' My Peo- 
^^ pie have been loft Sheep : their Shep^ 
** herds^^ (that is, their wicked Kings, 
fee Jer, xxiii.) *^ have caufed'theni to go 
*^ aftray;' &c. " M that found theni 
*^ HAVE DEVOURED THEM: and their 
*^ ADVERSARIES y^/^, tFe offend not, 
becaufe they have sinned against 
THIS Lord (169), the Habitation of 

(169) In like manner, an Advocate for the African 
Trade,, who diftinguiflied himfelf by the fignature of 
Mercator, hoped to remove the odium of oppreffing the 
poor Africans, by falfely aflerting, that they were 
defcended from Canaan, who was curfed by his Fa- 
ther Noah :— ** Curfed be Canaan ; a Servant of 
" Servants fhall he be unto his Brethren." Treatife 
upon the Trade from Great Britain to Africa, by an 
African Merchant, Appendix 5. See alfo my Traft 
on the Jufi Limitation 0/ Slavery ^ fcff . p. 46— 49. • 
wherein this AiTertion of Merca'cr is anfwered. 



«4 
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Juftlcei even the Lord, the Hope of 
^' their Fnthers:' The Prophet thert 
immediately tefuihes the Burthen of 
Babylon : — " Remove out of the midfi of 
*' Bahylonr e^r.—— •" Shout againfiher 
*^ round "ahoui : jhe hath given her handi 
*' /her Foundations are fallen^ her JValli 
** are thrown down : for it (is) THfi 

^* VENGEANCE OF THE LoRD : taki: 

^^YE^GEAifC^ upon her; asbhehath 
^V DONE, DO UNTO her/* (Jer.L. 4— 15.) 
Herd the Law of Retribiition is^ ftrongly 
marked ! Arid again ih thei^^th verfe 1 
—" Ifrael (is), a foattered Sheep i the 
f^ Lions have driven (him) a'ivay : jirjl 
" the King o? Assyria hath devoured 
*' hini\ ahdlqftthisl^iE'^vcnA.'DKEZZAti 
\^ King oF; Babylon hath broken Mi 
*' bones., therefore thus faith tife Lord 
ofHofth ^^^ God of Ifrael 'i Behold, I 
will punijh the King of Bab^yl-on 
and his Land, as I have punifked the 
King ap Assykia/* (See the ex^ 
/; ^ Liz ample 



4( 
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ample before quoted:) ^* ^/r^/ / wilt 
^* BRING Israel again to his ha- 
f* BfTATioN^' t§c ^ ■ ■ *^ Call together 
the Archers againfi Babylon : all 
ye that iend the boWi cafnp againfl it 
round about'; let ntme t hereof efcape t 
t^ Recompense her according to 

*^ HER WORK ; ACCORDING TO ALL 
€$ XHAT SHE HATH DONE^ DO UNTO 

^f HBR ; forjbe hath been i*RotJD againfl 
f ^ the Lord, agamj the Holy One oflfraeL 
V Therefore Jhali her young men fall m the 
•^ Jbr4feUy &c. And a little further thd 
principal caufe of God's Anger is more 
particularly, expreffed : — *^ "Thus faith 
*^ the Lord of Hojsi The Children of 
" Ifrael and the Children of Judah (were) 
** OPPRESSED TOGETbER : and all that 

** TOOK THEM CAPTIVES HELD THEM. 

** FAST ; they refused to let them 
^ GO.** But mark, ye Slave-hotdersi 
what immediately follows ! *— " Their 
a Redeemer (is) strong ; the 

•* Lord 
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^^ LioKiBf OT HosTB^' (Jelifovah of Afi 
mies) " (i«) his Name; " hejball TtacJ- 

*' ROUGHLY PLEAD TJEtEIR CAUSfi^ 

*^ /Ail/ be may give r^ io the Land^ and 
♦* difquiet *HfE inhabitants or Ba* 

" BYLON A SWORD IS UPON THE 

*' Chaldeans," Sfc. See the whole 
50th chapter. 

The Law of Retribution is alfo ftrongly 
tnarked in the 30th chapter, where the 
PropTiet promifes that Jehovah ^> ivHi 

** BRING AGAli^T THE CAPTIVITY Olf 

** HIS PEOPLE Israel and Judah ;'T 
(ven 2.) and that Jacob Jhall befa*oid 
OUT OF his TROUBLE, (ver. 7.) and 
more efpecially from SLAVERt, de- 
claring, as the Word of the Lord of 
Hofts, ' ^^ I will break his yoke from 
*« OFF THY NfeCK, AND WILL Bl/RSt 
** THY BONDS ; ^nd STRANGERS jJSw:// 

*^ no more serve THEMskLvffs of itiM* 

** But they SHALL SERVE THE LoRD 
i " THEIH^ 
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** TKEiR God '{ty6)j and Davi* 
/>&r/r JCf>g-, i^Aom / w/7/ rdffe iip uhi9 
them (171)/' (See verfes 8 and 9.'} 

' (170) Compare this with Levit. xxv. 42. " For 
•* thiy krf lAY sbrvants*' (faid the Almighty)! 
** nuhich I brought out of the Land of Egyft ; ihey Jhalt 
«* not hi SOLD as bondmen/* 

(171) This i^ alIowt3; cveh by the Jews, to be a 
Prophecy oit\ic Mtffiah ; for in theTargu;n of Jona* - 
than it is rendered nil ^3 WV^&> py^TW'^^ 
pnS CD'^pNT [inD7D, " ^ obedient Mffchia flie 
** Da'vid Regi fuo.** The Meffiah is repreferited 
under the name of David (fignify ing a Friend J ii^ 
three other pUces^— twice in Ezekiel, ' and once ia 
jiofea-^being the true Friend ofManlHd^ whofe prln-. 
tipal Dodrine was univerfaLZ;0<z;r and ^' Good-will 
" towards Men*^ And Chriil himfelf, after explaining 
the necelTary Doftrine of Love (John *v. 9 to 13.)/ 
coadefcended to honour his followers with the recipro*, 
cal appellation of Friends : — ** 2^^/jr^zcy Friends," 
(faid he) " if ye do wifhatfoe*ver I coprimdnd you* Hence- 
** forth I callyotinot SEiiVAfiTS ; for the Servant. 
•* knoweth not what his Lord doeth : but I ha^ve called 
*^ you Fkiinds ;' for all things that I have heard of my 
** Father I hatje^ m'odt knonMi unto you, ^* &c, Hete ii. 
a clear enfranchisement of Chrilt's Houfehold ; 
whereby we fearh, that'fRUE christian liberty 
i% acquired by the Knowledge pf God*s will^' re- 
vealed to us by Chrift ; if we fincerely afk the aflifl^ 
ance of the Holy Spirit, that we may aft accord- 
inglyv thdi Ih^ we be fneftds indeed! '{ 

iVncT 
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And he reprefents God as fpeaking to' 
the whole Nation under the perfonal 
figure of their Anceftor, the Patriarch 
Jacob, faying, '* I am with thee^ faith 
** the Lord^ tofave thee : though I make 

" A FULL ?ND of ALL NATIONS wM- 

*' ther I have fcattered thee^ yet will I 

*' not MAKE A FULL END OF THEE'^ 

(ftiewing that Ifrael was ftjU the pecu- 
liar People of God) : ^^ but I will cor-^ 
" reSl thee in meafure^ and will not leave 
" thee altogether unpunifhed.^^ (ver ii.) 
And alfo after fbme further expoftula- 
tion concerning the grievous afflidlion 
of thatVpeculiar People, and the caufe 
of it, the Prophet proceeds, in the i6th 
verfe, to declare the Divine Judgement 
of a fevere retribution againft the 
Enemies of Jacob : — '' "Therefore all: 
** they that devour r^'Ei^ fhall be de- 
*' vouRED ; and, all thine Adverfaries^ 
*' every one of them^ fhall go into 
♦^ captivity; and they that spoil 

** THEE 



^i TUEiLjhall be a spoix., and aH that 

*^ BREY VFOlf rVil&E will I give FOR A 

*> prey: for I will re/lore health unto 
** /i&^^, and I will heal thee of thy wounds^ 
" faith the Lord ; hecat^e they called thee 
" AN OUTCAST (172), (fayingj) 7>&/^ 
" (:s) Zion^ whom no tmnfeeketh after ^'^ 

It) 

(172) As It was inanifeftly an offence in the fight of. 
God to caU Jfraelan out-cast touring tit former de^ 
solation; it, cert;inilyy isnot lefs/o no^^ tho' that 
devoted People is at prefent tli/per/ed over the face of 
all the Earthy without a fingle Acre of National Terri- 
tory in any one place ! for the fcriptures gives us am- 
ple aflbrance of a much more glorious Return of the 
Je*uiSf than that from Babylon ; and the Apoflle to 
t|)e,Gentiles has exprefsly declared, that ** God hath 
^' not CAST AWAY ht's feopU <whicb he fore knenv.** 
Rom» xi. 2. And in the nth verfc he fays, 
*^ through THJSIR FALL 801*0 at ion is come unto the 
•• Gentiles for to provoke them to Jealoujy* Novj*"* (fays 
he) ** if the fall op them he /i^f. riches op the 
••-WORLD, and thb diminishing ^ them the 

*• RICHES OF THE GeNTILESJ HOW MUCH MORE 

••their fulness ?"&c. and again in the 15th 
vcrfe — *' IF THE CASTING AWAY of them be there- 
**.conciling of the Worlds 10 bat Jhall the receiving 

«• OF TH^ BE, BUT LIFE FROM THE DEAD ?'* 

•'\ .- . . ■ . And 



Irt tfie 25th chapter alio a'fevel-e Re- 
iribition \i denbuilced fexprefely againfl 

" the 

And the apoftle alfo warns us not iD hoaft againft the 
Branches of that Mjjtttal OtfOe tree on which the 
Wild Olive Tree of tfic Gentiles is grafted, *^for* 
(fays lie) " if God /pared not the natural 
'* BRANCHES^' (thc jfraelitesj tuke heed left he also 
" SPARE NOT THEE." — (and indccd we have the 
grealeft reafon to acknowledge the great mercy oT 
God in fparing this nation hitherto, if we confider 
the nfiany bloody perfecutions of the Jews in this King- 
dom during'the dark d^ys of popish ignorance, 
(many particulars of which may be feen in Tovey's 
Anglia Judaica) or perhaps we may fay, that many 
of the bloody Civil Wars and other National Ca- 
iamities, that have drcady diftrefled this Nation, 
may have been infli^ed on our anceflors for their 
unmerciful Treatment of thefe wandering stran- 
gers in' pirfecutingy banijhing, and e*ven m u r* 
DERiNG them in multitudes for the fake of plunder- 
ing and robbing them of their wealth ! Let us re- 
member the confident hope of the Apbftle, that the 
Ifraelites IhaH be again grafted into their own Olive 
'free— "/cr'' (fays he) '*GodisaGletograffthemin 
* * again* For if thou ivert cut cut 0/ the olivE'TRBE 
•* which is WILD BY NATURE, and ivert graffbo 
•* contratj to nature into a good Olive Tree; how 
** miich more Jhall thefe, tjuhich be the natural 

** BRANCHES, he GRAFFED INTO THEIR OWN 

" Olive Tree ?" and he adds, "/cr / woud not. 
Mm " Brethren, 
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^* the King ofBabylori^ and ^^ the Land 
^* of the ChaldeanSy^ to cpnfirpi all that 
had been foretold by Jeremiah : — *' / 
" will make ii^ (viz. Babylon, or the 
Land of the Chaldeans) " perpetual 
'' Defolations. And I will bring upon 
*^ that Land all my Words which I have 
*^ pronounced againji it^ (even) all (that 
" is) 'written in this Book, which Jerc'- 
*^ fniah hath prophejied againfi all the Na-: 
" tions. For many Nations and great 
^' Kings Jhall ferve themf elves of them 
** alfo'^ (xhzt is, by reducing ^^ them 
*' alfo"^ to Slavery and Bondage) ; " and 
*' / will recompenfe theirC^ (now mark 
Go4*s L^w of Retribution) '' according 

*' Brethren^ that ye JhouU be igmrantof this my ft cry ^ 
* * ieflyefl?ould be nvi/e in your own conceits ; that blind- 
" NESS IN PART is haffcncd to IsK A EL Until the FVL- 

•' NESS OP THE GENTILES BE COME IN. And fo 

^^ Jhall ALL Israel be/wved: as it is ^written'— There 
** ft?all come out of Si on the Deliverer , and Jhall turit 
*.^ a'way ungodlinejs from ]kcO'B. For this is my Co- 
V tenant nuith them ivhen I Jhall take aivety their 
f SinSf'' &c. See the whole chapter. 

'^ to 
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^* to their deeds^ and according to the 
" works of their own hands^ Jer. xxv; 
12 — 14; 

And eveii the Prophet Ifaiah, who 
lived long before Jeremiiah, alfb de- 
nounced a RETRIBUTION IN KINE^ 

igainft Babylon, in as plain and intel- 
ligible a ftile, as if he had been relating 
the hiftory of things paft, though the 
time of delivering the Prophecy was 
long before the cAptivity of Judah, 
and, confequently, long before even the 
OFFENCE was committed^ for which the 
RtTRiButioN was denounced. See 
chap- 14, '''' For the Lord'' (faid Ifaiah) 
^' will have mercy dn Jacob, and will 
^* yet CHOOSE Israel, and fet them 
^^ in their own Land {* (this, obferve, 
was foretold long before they were re- 
Aioved from it;) " and the Strangers 
*'^ Jhall be joined with them j" (this was 
the cafej, particularly, of the Edomitesy 
M m z after 
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aftLcr the return horn the Babj^omfh 
Captivity;) " and tbey Jba/I cleave ia 

** the Houfe of }Kco^r &€. -** uin^ 

" tbey Jball take them captives whose 
** CAPTIVES THEY VE&E; and tbey 
** Jball rule over th£I» o?pb.e$sor$.** 
(This is a manifeft rettjlibutjon IN 
EiND.) " .^nd it Jball cqt^e tQ pafs in 
" the day that the Lord Jball give tbee^^- 
(Ifrael) ** rejifrom tbyforrowf^ aifdfroftk 
^* thy fear J apd from the H4R|> boj^- 
*^ DAGE ^wherein thou waj^ ^a^ tOt 
'* SERVE, thai thou Jbalt take ub thi^^ 
" P^^'^^^'b agajnfi. the King of J^^BY- 
** LON, and fay y How hath the op- 
" PRES^B. C5ASED I Tbfi Lord hath 
" broken th^ Stqfcf the Ificke^^ (and), 
'' //&^ Sceptre of the Viulers. He wha^ 
*^ SMOTE TH5 PEOPLE in ivrath with 
*' A CONTINUAL STRQK^ ; he^ that 
*' RULED THE NATIONS IN ANGER. 

" is perfecutedf and patte hmderet1?r ^<v. 

Ifalah xiy. ir— 6. — — •' 'they tbatfei 

' ■ ' ** thee 
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^^ thee fidll narrowly lo&k upm tbie^ 
*J (and) conjder thef^ (f^yiRgj is) 'A/i 
** />&^ il//?;» that made the E^irtb to trem^ 
^f l>le, that didjbah Kingdoms .1 (that) 
*^ mad^ the W^orld as aWil^erneJsj fln4 
** de/iroyed the Cities thereof f (that) 

*^ OPFN5P NOT THE HQUSB OF HIS 

** pjiispNpRS ?^- £s?r* Ver. i6, 17. 
Mark (his, ye hardened Slave^bplders^ 
lyho are fo tenacious of that ufixrpcd and 
pretended property \vhich ye claim in 
the Perfons of your Pel|ow Men! 
Will ye alfo refufe to ob^n the houjr 
QF YOU& PRisoKEss? Rememl)er that 
the fame God ftill reign^i, and never 
changes. If he fpared not the firft and 
mod glorious Monarchy upon Earth, 
he furely will not fpare you, unlefs ye. 
lincerely repent and reform! God^s 
Vengeance againft Babylon was exe- 
cuted exprefsly on account of the heavy 
Toke of Bondage with which they op- 
preffcd their CaptiwSr '^Phe Jpudge*. 
4 ment, 
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menty and the Denunciation of it, was 
the more exemplary, as it was a 

JUDGEMENT IN KIND — ^^a manifcft RE- 
TRIBUTION OF SLAVERY ! The Lan- 
guage is awful and majejiic^ as well as 
truly poetical ; for the condemned Nation 
13 figuratively reprefented tinder the 
fimilitude of a delicate yoting Woman, 
or Virgin, whereby the national Judge-- 
ment is rendered (as it were) perfonal ; 
and, confequently, much more ftriking 
and affecting than it could have been in 
any other way. *^ Come dowri^ (faid 
the Prophet Ifaiah, chap, xlvii.), ^' and 
^^ Jit in the duft^ O virgin daughter 
** OF Babylon! sit on the, 
** ground:'* (that is, to denote her 
future abjeft ftate, when deprived of 
Royalty :) " (there is) no Throne^ O 

** DAUGHTER OF THE ChALDEANS < 

^^ for thoujhalt no more be called tender 
** and delicate /" The Prophet then 
proceeds to defcribe the deplorable ftate 

of 
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^fthe moft abject slaves, which 
was now to be transferred from the 
Sufferers to the Slave-holders themfelves t 
He ftill addreffes himfelf to the Imperial 
pity under the.fimile of a Woman, and 
gives that ^^ Lady of Kingdoms'^ (^73) ^ 
humiliating information of her future 
employment and condition in slavery : 
7—" Take the rnilUJlones^ and grind meal i 
^' uncover thy locks^ make bare the leg^ 
** uncover the thigh^ pass ovek the 
'' rivers. Thy nakednefs Jhall be uh- 
*' covered', yea, thy Jhame Jhall be feen : 

^' I WJLL TAKE VENGEANCE, I wlH 

f ' not m^et (thee as) a man.^^ &c. The 
Prophet, after giving affurance to Ifirael, 
that Jehovah, the Holy One of Ifrael, 
would be their Redeemer (that is, a 
Redeemer from slavery, both tern-- 



(173) See vcr. 5. — *^ Stt then fiknt^ and get thee 
" intQ darkne/sy O davghtevl of the Cbaldeans: for 
*' thou fialt no mare he called th£ Lady of Kin g- 

f'POMSI" 

poral 
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fordvAffiriUad); ft<KXStdii w declare 
thte reafon of God's fiv&e Fettgeahet 
iganiB Bai^Ylon iti tfee 6th' vfeffe ;— « 
** I-i^s li^afk -tvitB my PvopU^ / hdvh 

«* had THWB HANfi : //fc« dfi^JBi'iB 
" /few S-'o mbrct: tipm the AHeiiHi 
haflilPM verV KEAHi^ tAia tS^f 
TOKBTv y4i!ft/ thottfdid/l^ TJhdil Be a 
Ltfify for eoer : (foy fBat th&ii di^ 
not liy thefe (things) tb thy hiUrf, 
nehh& di^ remember the l&iiSr etoi df 



(C 

** /if. 'fhtrtforchearnowthisytiatt^^it 
** ar^ ^/TW« fb pieafure'ij that ^elliji 



careleply;* &c.^-^'* tmjh PW& th'fngi 
fidl cbtm to theet t^ a- laokfiirT,' i**! 

" oite: da'^ ; /;&<» lofs of GMldrin atU 
Wid^hoSdli fhtyfhalt cotAe Upbn thet 
in their pwrfe^on, for the maititUde of 
thy Sorceries f (and) for the great abuti' 
dance of thine Enchantments, For thou 

" hcfitri^iirtthymcJtdirtefi: thoUBdft. 

*'■ faidj Nonejeeth me. 'f^W'tfildmand 

« thy 



€4 
(6 



*^ ^thy Kmwle4g£ it hatb perverted thee y^ 
(Mirk th|6, y^ jittk Philpfpphprs and 
Ibphiilic^l Drifts, who eyeu make it i 
queftion whether thete be fuch a thh^ig 
as Provideixce La. the Worldi) " A^d 
*' ibou bafi fatd in thine hearty t (am)^ 
*' and none e(fe ^efide me^ ^Tbereforejhajl 
** evii mm ^^ th£e \ tboujhalt not knov> 
*' frm v^iente it rifeth : and mifcht^f 
^^ fiuill fflU ^p,on the^ % thou Jhalt not he 
*' able tp j^tit ^: and pESoLATipjisr 
** Jh^^Ujoome up^n ,tAee siiDiyzi^fLY (i 74)^ 

" (which) 

(i74) .Gonjjpare.tbis with tl^flbovc-recited pafltgd 
in the 9th verfe : — «* Ti*^ /w5 tJbsngs pcdl tome ta 

**VAf^^ XH'^A fip^J^VT, I;N ONE DAY^" ^Sfr. The 
..i^^ 'S.UJ)BJN i^od UNEXPECTED VEIIOEANCE IS 

jilfo flrpn^ly djpfcribied by Jeremiah : — ** Babj^lon** 
(faid he J in the ipirit of Prophecy) ** // su.ddenlt 

. ♦* ^AJLLEN AJfTjD J>,ESTROyEfi : HOWL FOR HER,'* 

fc?f* Cbapi li. ?. Thi5 exemplary YBjiGf A NCE was 
^^denouf^qed ^^cpref^ly on account of the fafyidntan 
. TjTRAliN.Y ^<avr th Jf^^ CAPTIVES } fpr in a pre- 
* cedicg verfe ,the i^ttexure v;o»f9Tt?jd* ?nd informed 
^.©f the i^ET4iLBjJ:TiON 4et?rniiAcd. $(gajj\ft^^3j/{?» .•— * 

« norJudAh, ofM^Spd, ^^^ l^/^^M^^* though 
N n ^ " /it^i> 
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*• (which) tbcujtahfiot know. Stand 
*' nc'^ mtb thine Licbantments^ and with 
** .*fv multitude of thy Sorceries^ 'wherein 
*' thou hqft laboured from thy youth ; if 
** fc h tkcujhalt be able to profit^ iffo be 
** thou mjvcfl prevail. I'hou art nvearied 
** with the multitude of thy Councils. Let 
** ncw^ the Aflrologers^ the Star-gazers^'' 
(for Babylon was famous for her very 
ancient Royal Obfervatory), ** the 
** monthly Prognqfiicators Jtand upj and 
•' fave thee from (thefe things) that 
** Jball come upzn thee. Behold^ theyjball 
** be as fubble ; the fire Jball burn 

^' thtir L^xi ^msfihd tmtb Sim agmnft tb€ H§fy One •/ 
'* IjroiL Fftt §m/ of the wudfi of Babylon ^ and deliver 
** i^ery mam bis foul : he not cnt §ff in berimiqmity ; for 

«* this is THl TIME of tbi Lo&d's VENGEANCE ; hi 

** 'wiilrendtr mmt§ btr A RECOiflPENCE.'* Alfo in the 
24C]i verie of xhc fame cluipter the retribution is 
clearljF declared : — " I mlt render mnto Bafylm, aki 
** to alltbe Inbahitants of Chaldea^ all tbeir e^il ibat 
•* tbey bave done im Ziem imyomr fight ^ fcdtb tbe Lord.*^ 
lie. And in the 49th verfe alfo : — ** Js Baby ton 
" (hathcaufed) tbejlaim of Ifrael to fally fi at Baby lorn 
^'findlfmUtbefimn ofaUtbe Eartb." He. 

2 " THEM ; 
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** THEM J they Jhall not deliverthemfelves 
*' from the power of the flame :** ®c. 
Ifaiah xlvii. i — 14. 

.The Babylonians were Worfhippers 
ofFtre; (o that the above-mentioned 
Denunciation of Fiery Fengeance feems 
to be peculiarly applicable : and it is 
remarkable, that the King of Babylon 
had recourfe to his Aftrologers (175) 
(agreeable to this Prophecy) in the 
dreadful night \vhen the Medes and 
Perjians were to enter his Capital City ; 
for thefe Nations were exprefsly called 
upon by name as the appointed Inftru- 
ments of God's vengeance (176); 

and 

(175) '* The King cried aloud to bring in the Aftror 
*' logersy the Chaldeans y and the Sooth/ayersy*^ i^c, 
viz. to interpret the hand-writing on the wall, men- 
tioned in the Book of Daniel, chap. v. But they 
were ignorant of their approaching deftrudion ! 

(176) *' Make bright the arrows" (for theM^M 
^nd Perfians were famous Archers) ;\ " ^/i/i&/r /^ 
*^ Jhields'y the Lord hath rai/ed tip the Spirit of tbi 
** Kings OP THE Medes : for his de*vice (is) againfi 

N a J •* Babylok 



atiiS thfe ft6ief6fs of thrat fatal night wire' 
plainly fbfetolcf \ -^ ^* TO nigl^t of tny 

■ • ^< pJeqfitre^ 

♦! OrXflCt OF TRE I^RDF, ^HB? yjf^GEANCB of Hl> 

•* Temfle*'* Jer, li, 11. An4 in the %f\\i vcrf» 
ilie Prophet cxprefsly hanies die !fcing<3bins Irdm 
i^KeiJde tfie ievefal Arm^tfi tSiaf c^^ wilA rfi6^ Mt j> tfi^ 
^nd PBi<»tXi*s w«re taifed : -^r^ " i^ Jf $t ajt^ndard. 
♦* in the Land^ hlo'w the trumpet amon^ the Nations 9 
^* P/rf^& the iKaihni agdhjt hh-y ialt i&gith^r ^gdinfi 
f* Ber the Kingdoms y AH A R a t** Cv^^» in the neigh*^ 
l^urhood of Armenia^, " Mi n n i" (or Aram-Miiii6i» 
tli'e Arnientans themfe!vctf), " ind AsHKtNA^"' f^*;' 
the Nacioftis defcedded from tk« tideft Son of Werner \ 
who were nearly allied in blood to the Medes, Madai 
tneir Anceftor being a BVofher df (Corner ^ as tfffo 6t 
M^dgo^^ /rorti wh6m the Turks Jiare fitfce dtfttnded^ 
and all of them from the fame neighbourhood). 
^* Jppbint a Captain againji her*' (wh« is afterwards 
acdared to be Cyrus) ; " cau/e the horses to come 
<* Up as the roi^h Cat^pilliffs" (the Ferfian*, as aifo 
the Pdrthians, and after them the Turkst likewife 
were ever famons for their Cavalry) ; " prepare againfi- 
^* her the Nations, ivith the Kings 0/ the MfiiiB*, the 
** Captains thereof, ^hd all the Ruleh t hereof ^ akd M 
*• the Land of his Dominion.** ^c» And in ver. 48 
He (^ys, ■** for the ipoilets S^alL cowfc vNto nkK 
*« PRoftt THE ^oR-rrt." The Prof>het Ifaiah Mo 
^JMndtly pointed out the fame Ihftrumenn of God's' 
VENGEANCE ^^^ti^Bahjihn, :'^*%rftyeip ibiBamer 



" pkafUr^^ (fays the Vtaphtt^ ^ rmni^ 
fbftl^ r6feffing to the impious- midnight 

caroufal 

** Updn'rnit Hicft MOtirNfAtir; ^jctfAf /^^^ <vcice unto* 
** them:'*' \Sc. defcribing Ae firft itmHerifig of the' 
coDfcderalfi Tuitions againft the overgi-own tyfannitat- 
pOwer o{ Bahyton :~^*^ The naife tf U Multhiidewn trk 
** MduiiTAi^s!* (probably xneablngtiieMoifntaiiiiolf 
Ararat, ^c. m^ntion^d by Jerfcrriidh) " //i* ^x rfa 
•• ^r^a/ i^^^//^ ; a tuiHultuous iioife rf the Kingddms of 
^* Nations gathired together : THE Loitii OF H6sts'* 
(^viz. Jehovah <^f Armies) " niufiereth the fioft of the 
*' MaHle,** (Mere we fee the prosper riieaning of the 
Lord off Hofts.) ** They tome from dfar Country y f^m 
f' the end of Heii<Ven9 (even) the Lord And the Weaponi 
f* of his indignation, to def^oy tte nvhdie Idnd, ^c. Be^ 
«* hold 1 tuill ftir up the M<DEs agdtnf them, Hibhic^ 
*^JhaU not regard Sitter; and (as for) Cold they jhall 
" not delight in it, (Their) Bt^os alfo" (for thd 
Med es were eminent Archers) ** Jhall dajh the youn^ 
•* men to pieces: and they pall ha^Ve no pity on th$ 
*^ fritit of the 'womh ; their Eye Jhail not fp are the ChiU 
•« dren. And Babylon the Glory of Kingdoms, tht 
•* heauty of the Chaldees exeellency Jhall he as 'when God 
^* o'verthrew ^odom and Gomorrah.*' &c. Chap. xiii. 
e — 19. Again in 21ft chapter the fame Prophet di& 
tindlly names the Medes and Perfians to be the inftrin- 
ftients of God^s retrihution againil Babylon. **. jif 
•* grietfdui Vifton is declared unto me. The Treucheroui 
f* Dealer dealeth treachertfujfy, and the Spoiler f^diletk, 
i* G6 kpi O EX.AM I" (for the Perjans were ^eicehd^. 

ed 
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caroufal mentioned by Daniel, by He* 
rodotus, and Xenophon) " hath he 

" turned 

cd from the Patriarch Ehm^ the Son. of Shem, inen- 
tioned in Geociis x. 22. %» Jofephas obferves in his 
Antxq. Lib. i. c. 7. tAvfjLof (liP y<tp, iK^fjiAtoiii Ilfp-!- 
em oPTAf afyr«yi7Ai MATiKn^iP, ** BeJUge^ O Me- 
•* dia: aUtbt fighing thereof have I made to ceafe. 
** Therefore are my loins filled 'with pain ;'* (the Pro- 
phet fetrms to defcribe the confternation of the King 
of Babylon jufl before his deftrudtion) " Tangs havg 
** taken hold upon me 9 as the Pangs of a Woman that 
\* travaileth : i was bowed down at the hear- 
•• IKG (of it)," viz. of DanieFs interpretation of the 
hand-writing upon the wall of the Banquetting 
Houfe. " / ijuas'difmajed at the feeing (of it)" (pro- 
bably meaning the miraculous appearance of the hand 
which wrote) " Mj heart panted, fearfulnefs af- 
** frighted me r^ Ifaiah xxi. 2—4. The extreme fear 
which really pofFeffed the King of Babylon in that 
dreadful time of retribution, is flrongly defcribed by 
Daniel who was an eye-witncfs of it, (Chap. v. 6.) 
viz. " That the joints vf his loins ivere loofed, and his 
•* knees f mote one againfi another J^ 
. The MedesTXidi Perfiani and their alTociates are alfo 
defcribed by Jeremiah^ as well as the extreme fear and 
4ingui(h of the King of Babylon, on hearing the 

report of them " Behold''' (faid the Prophet) " 4 

*^ people Jhall ccme YKOM the north" (Armenia, 
Media, &c. being to the north of Mefopotamia or Ba- 
bylonia) " and a great nation, and many Kings Jhall ie 
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^* turned into fear unto mi^ (the ex- 
cefs of which is defcribed in the former 
verfes, quoted in the preceding Note). 
" Prepare the table, watch in the 

^' WATCH-TOWER (177), EAT, DRINK. 

*^ Arise, ye princes (178), and an- 
" oint the Jhieldy^ &c. Ifaiah xxi. 4, 5. 

The 

*^ rai/eif up /rem the coafts of the earth. They Jhall hdd 
** the boixf and the lance : they are cruely and lAjtll not 
** Jhi'W mercy ; their *votce Jhall roar like the fea^ amd 
<* THBY SHALL RIDE UPON HORSES." (Scc thc re- 
mark above concerning the Perfian Cavalry, the Per- 
iians having obtained that very name on account of 
their charaftcr as horfemen, for Perfe^ or Phtrejh^ 
lignifies a Horfeman, as well as Penrth or fhereth) 
*< e*very one put in array like a man to the hattUy againfi 
** thety O Daughter of Babylon. ^ he King of Babylon 
** hath heard the report of them^ and his hands 'waxed 
^^ feeble: Anguijh took hold of him^ and Pangs as of 
•* a Woman in Tra'vaily'' &c. Chap. 1. 41 — ^43. 

(177) For the Babylonians trufted in their Walls 
and TowerSf as appears alfo by Jenmiah** prophecy 
on the fame occafion, ** Set up the Standard upon the 
*« Walls of Babylon^-^'make the msatch flrong^ fit up the 
" Watchmeni prepare the ambuflits!^ &c. Jcr. li. 12. 

(178) It appears by the account of Xenophon, that 
when Qohryas and his men firft entered the Palace in 

thai 
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The Prophet Jeremiah alfb afludes 
to the fame htzl Babjloniaii flipper, 
which fcems to have been intended as a 
Ffj/lrchy to the honour of their Fal(e 
Deities (179), in order to infure fuc- 
ce(s againft the Befiegers : — " In their 
** Ar^" (or in their anger, that is, jagaiiift 
their Enemies in the War) " / wilt 
*' twle ibeir feasts, and I will make 
^^ tbem DRUKXXN, that they may rejoice^ 
** ami Jeep a perpetual ^ep^ and not 
** waity Jaitb the Lord. I will bring 

ik^t/mftJ migif, tkc7 IbaoJ Uw£iBg and his Pxinc^s 
afenbkd, aad die Kiiatg Sfuv^u^.wilh^ drawn tcy^ 
Biur ift ikis land, itady to oppoie them (notwich- 
toBdiitg his .extieme confio-iMiUoii jaft {)efore, on 
teiriag tke auacslcMis prediflian of hU htc)j tbat 
he TBJgkt -CTjeaTMir to perfiiade his Primces to ft and 
bj hin, amd ft£ft the Enemy; diongk, .iiuieed» the 
learned Vitringa fuppofcs. that ..the wo^ds ** ari/e^ 
**j€ Primus^ asi ^fimmi thtfindi^* refer to the Speech 
cf Cymsjaft before the afi^ijdt, recorded lijkewire by 
XcnophoQ-^AAA' «>tTf, Kei^anTi oxAtf, fcfr. 

(179) Wefead iaPnieW^ 4. t)iat " i^oaANic 

«< W1NE» iUu/ PRAISED T0B 9ODS OP GOLD, aMit 
^ OF ^iLYKKy tf^^^U ofir9M^jf*UI90dt otfdtfJioHe.** 



*^ thefn dcmfnLiKiE, lambs totbeJJaugb^ 
" /^r" (that is^ without oppofition or re- 
finance on their part ( 1 80), " like Rams 
" with He-goats, Haw is Sb^ach takeftl 
** and how is thepraife of the whole Earth 
" f^^p^i^d /" (alluding to the unex- 
pedted entry of the Enemy ;) *' How is 
* * Baiylon betome an a/lonijhment among the 
•' Nations r &c. ^tr.'il.toytTk/^z. And 
the manner of bringing about this venge- 
ance, as well as the reason of it, is 
further defcribed in the fame chapter ; 
*— " For the Lord Gpd of Recom- 
" fences" (faid the Prophet, ver. 56.) 
^^ Jhall furely REQjriTE* And I will 

(180) Which 18 defcribed alfo in thfe 40th verfc of 
" the fame chapter :— " tht mighty men of Bahjhn 
*' have forborne to fight ^ they ha*vi remained in their 

^^ holds \ THEIR MIGHT HATH FAILED, they BB- 

'* CAME AS women: thef* (that is, the Enemy) 
** bitfve burned her dwelling places ; her bars are 
* * broken. One pofi Jhall run to meet another^ to s H B w 
** THE King of Babylon that bis City is taken at 
** one endt and that the pajfages are flopped^ and the 
•* reeds they have burned 'with fire, and the men of 
*^*war are affrighted!^ l£c. 

O O " MAKJJ 



k 
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*^ (which) thou Jhalt not know. Stand 
" now with thine InchantmentSy and with 
" the multitude of thy Sorceries^ wherein 
" thou hajl, laboured from thy youth ; if 
*' fo be thou Jhalt be able to profit^ if Jo be 
*' thou may ejl prevail. 'Thou art wearied 
^* with the multitude of thy Councils. Let 
" now the jl/lrologers, the Star-gazers'^ 
(for Babylon was famous for her very 
ancient Royal Obfervatory), ** the 
^* monthly Prognofticators fand up^ and 
" fave thee from' (thefe things) that 
•* Jhall come upon thee. Behold ^ theyjkall 
** be as Jlubble ; the fire Jhall burn 

** their Land 'was filled njntth Sin againft the Holy One 9f 
•• IfraeL Flee out of the midft of Babylon, and deU*ver 
" gfvery man his foul : he not cut off in her iniquity ; for 
** this is THE TIME of the Lord's vengeance ; be 
* * will render unto her A kecomfekce.** Alio in the 
24th verfe of the fame chapter the RETRiBirTiON is 
clearly declared :— ** Iiuill render unto Babylon^ ahd 
** to all the Inhabitants of Chaldea^ all their evil that 
y they ba<ve done in Zion in your fight, faith the Lord** 
'}ic. And in the 49th verfe alfo: — ^* As Babylon 
«' (hath caufed) the fain of Ifrael to falU fo atBabylom 
^'Jkallf4tU tbefiain of all the Earth.'' i^c. 

2 " THEM^; 
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" THEM J they Jhall not deliver themfelves 
'* from the power of the flame :** ®c. 
Ifaiah xlvii. i — 14. 

. The Babylonians were Worfhippers 
of Fire ; fo that the above-mentioned 
Denunciation of Fiery Fengeance feems 
to be peculiarly applicable : and it is 
remarkable, that the King of Babylon 
had recourfe to his Aftrologers (175) 
(agreeable to this Prophecy) in the 
dreadful night \vhen the Medes and 
Perjians were to enter his Capital City ; 
for thefe Nations were exprefsly called 
upon by name as the appointed Inftru-? 
ments of God's vengeance (176) ; 

and 

(175) '* The King cried aloud to bring in the Jfiror 
*' logersy the Chaldeans y and the Sooth/ayers^** i^c, 
viz, to interpret the hand- writing on the wall, men- 
tioned in the Book of Daniel, chap. v. But they 
were ignorant of their approaching deftrudion ! 

(176) *' Make bright the arrows" (for theMcdas 
^nd Periians were famous Archers) ;\ ^' gather thf 
** Jhields'y the Lord hath rai/ed tip the Sfirit of tbi 
$< Kings OP THE Medes : for his dewe (is) againft- 

N a f •* Babylok 



ati'(} thS fibftots of tlfat fatal night wire' 
plainly fbfetolcf \ -^ ^* TO ^^>&/ of fny 

<^ 6a it to jr u itfiroj it\ ifmfi A 0^> ti^ Vek- 

^\ OrXllCt OF THE LORDF, ^H]; Y.^^GBANCB of Hf« • 

••TEMFLEt'* Jer, li, 11. And in the 2'jt\i ver^ 
ifie Prophet expressly iianies tlie A^ingdbnis from 
i^leiKJe t£r^ fivefal Artrirtti tSiaf c^^ WlA tfi^ Mti>tfr 
^nd PBi<8tXi*& w«re taJfed : --r^ «• JP«^jr^ <!> ajt^ndard, 
♦* /■« //^^ Z/zxr^/, bJonu the trumpet among tbt Kaii^nst 
^* ^rtfa^ the t^aiionf agdwjf ih-^ eall i&gitbeir ^g^h/f- 
f* Ber the'Kitgdomsof Ktkfiht** C^i^- in the neighr^ 
l^urhood of Armenia^, «• Mi n n 1" (or Aram-Miiii6i» 
tlie Jr/fikaians themfe!vcrf), " dnd'AtHtLivKt^' f^ti' 
the Kadcnis defcended from tk« tldeft Son of €omer i 
who were nearly allied in blood to the Medes, Mddai 
tfeeir Anceftor being a Frbfher ci ^ornery as tfffo o'f 
Mdgog\ /rom whom the Turk^ Jiare j&ifee defcended, 
and all of them from the fame neighbourhood). 
^* Jppbinf a Captain againji her^^ (who is afterwards 
aecUred to be Cyrus) ; " caufe the horses to come 
** Up as the rot^gh Cat^pillqfs^^ (the Ferfians, as ajfb 
the Pdrthians, and after them the Turkst likewife 
were ever famous for their Cavalry) ; " prepare ogainfi- 
^* her the Nations, wfh the Kings 0/ the MEiiii, the 
** Captains thereof, 0nd all tht Rule^f thereof^ ahd aUt 
*• the Land of his Dominion.^* ^c. And in ver. 48 
Me fkys, •** for the Spoilea iftALL coiAt VNf o ftk% 
*• PROitt THE ^oR-rrt." The Prof>h€t Ifaiah Mo 
^Mllnitly pointed out the fame Ihftrttmenn of Goi>'«' 
VBNGK ANCE Jigailift j?a3;7p«r :'^*^iftyeip fie Banker 

>* upon 
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" pkaprt^^ (feys the Prophet, v manU 
feftl^ r^fef f ing to the HApi<kiS' midnight 

caroufal 

^' ufdn'X^t HiG* MbtFNfAtir; ^xah the *vcice unto* 
^^ihem:" tie. defcribing Ae firlt rfrtiftefifig of the' 
coDfcderatfi Tuitions againft the overgi-own tyrannicat- 
p6wer of Salyion:-^** The noife tf a fnulthiide in trk 
** M 6u fix Aii^s'* (probably m^aoingthcMotrntatiiiolf 
Ararat, ^c. m^pdon^d by JereiAiih) " like as rfa 
*• great People ; a tufHultuous iioife rf the Kingdoms of 
'* Nations gathirid together : tttE L0K6 OF H6sts** 
(^viz. JehoVah <^f Armies) " Mufiereth the fioft of the 
*' Baiile,^* (Mere we fee the prosper riieaning of the 
Lord of Hofts.) *• They come from afar Country y fioai 
** the end of Hea<Ven9 (even) the Lord And the Weaponi 
f* of his indignation f to defifoy ihe <whoJe Idnd, tffc. Be^ 
** hold 1 tuill ftir up the Medes agatnft them, nhhich 
*^JhaU not regard Silver; and (as for) Gold they jhall 
** hot delight in it, (Their) Bdtos alfo'' (for thd 
Medes were eminent Archers) ** Jhall dajh the youn^ 
•* men to pieces: and they Jhalt ha'be no pity on th$ 
** fritit of th$ <womh ; their Eyejhail not fp are the Chil^ 
«• dren. And Babylon the Glory of Kingdoms, tht 
*' heauty of the Chaldees excellency Jhall be as 'when God 
«« overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.*' Sec. Chap. xiii. 
e-^19. Again in 21ft chapter the fame Prophet di& 
tindlly names the Medes and Perjlans to be the inftruv 
ftients of God's retribution againft Babylon. *y A 
** griiVbui Vifton is declared unto me. The Treucheroi^ 
f* Dealer dealeth treachertfufly, and thi Spoiler Jpdifetk. 
** Go kpi O EX.AM I" (for the Perfans Yitrt deicehd*. 

ed 
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caroufal mentioned by Daniel, by He* 
ro4otus, and Xenophon) " hath he 

" turned 

cd from the Patriarch Elam^ the Son. of Sheni> inen- 
doned in Gensiis x. 22. lu Jofephus obferves in his 
Antiq. Lib. i, c. 7. iAvfjLof (liv yAp^ ih^fjunovi Ilfpr 
tf-MF oPTA^ ofyniyiTAi KtmKH'jriV, *^ Befiege, O Me- 
•* DIA : all the Jighing thereof ba<ve I made to ceafe, 
^^ Therefore are my loins filled <with pain :^^ (the Pro- 
phet Teems to defcribe the condernation of the King 
of Babylon jufl before his deftrudion) *' Tangs ha*ue 
** taken hold upon me, as the Pangs of a Woman that 
•• travaileth: i was bowed down at the hear- 
•• iKG (of it)," viz. of DanieFs interpretation of the 
Land-writing upon the wall of the Banquetting 
Houfe. " / ivas'difmajed at the feeing (of it)" (pro- 
bably meaning the miraculous appearance of the hand 
which wrote) «* Mj heart panted, fearfulnefs af- 
** frighted me l^* Ifaiah xxi. 2-7-4. '^^^ extreme fear 
which really pofTefTed the King of Babylon in that 
dreadful time of retribution, is ^rQr\g\y defcribed by 
Daniel who was an eye-witnefs of it. (Chap. v. 6.) 
viz. " That the joints tf his loins ivere loofed, and his 
** knees f mote one againft another,** 
. The ilWf j.and Ferfians and their a/Tociates are alfo 
defcribed by Jeremiaby a& well as the extreme fear and 
4ingui(h of the King of Babylon, on hearing the 

report of them ** Behold** (faid the Prophet) " 4 

*^ people Jhall ctme yROM the north" (Armenia, 
Media, &c. being to the north of Mefopotamia or Ba- 
bylonia) " and a great nation, and many Kings fiall ie 

' " raif€4 
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^* turned into fear unto mi^ (the ex- 
cefs of which is defcribed in the former 
verfes, quoted in the preceding Note). 
" Prepare the table, watch in the 

^' WATCH-TOWER (177), EAT, DRINK. 

*^ Arise, ye princes (178), and an- 
*^ oint thejhield^^ &c. Ifaiah xxi. 4, 5. 

The 

*^ rai/ed up from the coafis of the earth. They Jhall hdd 
^* the hoiv and the lance : they are cruel, and nuill not 
*^ Jhi'W mercy I their *votce Jhall roar like the fea, amd 
<* THBY SHALL RIDE UPON HORSES." (Scc the re- 
mark above concerning the Perjian Cavalry, thePer« 
fians having obtained that very name on account of 
their charaftcr as horfemen* for Perfe^ or Fherejh^ 
iignifies a Horfemany as well as Forth or Phereth) 
" e*very one put in array like a man to the battUy againfi 
*' thee, O Daughter of Babylon, ^he King of Babylon 
** hath heard the report of them, and his hands luaxed 
** feeble: Anguijh took hold of him, and Fangs as of 
•* a Woman in Tra*vail,'^ Sec. Chap. 1. 41 — ^43. 

(177) For the Babylonians trufted in their fTalle 
and Towers, as appears alfo by Jeremia^t prophecy 
on the fame occafion, *< Set up the Standard upon tbi 
*« Walls of Babylon — make the nuatch firong^ ftt up the 
«' Watchmtni prepare the ambujhis,^^ &c. Jcr. li. 12. 

(178) It appears by the account of Xenophon, that 
when Qohryas and his men firft entered the Falace in 

thai 



'Fhe Prophet Jeremiah iKo aUucle^ 

to the i!ame fatal Babylomaa liipper, 

.jivhich feems to have been intencjed as a 

'Fefih/ty to the honour of their Fal(e 

^.Deities (179), ia ojrder to infure fuc- 

cefs againft the ]5efiegjers : — - " h their 

^' beat'' (or in their anger, that is^ agaiiiRft 

their Enemies in the War) " / wilt 

, •' make their feasts, and I will make 

•' i&«^ PRtJNKEN, that they may rejoiosi 

and Jleej^ a perpetual JUepy and not 

wake^ faith the Lprd. J mil bring 



C4 
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ihtit /atal nigt^, tbeir found tJie ^og aad his PWnc^s 
Afiembltd, (M^d the J^g i||iiv^ii\g wMli..a ^irawn icy- 
mitar in his hand^ ready to oppioie ihem (notwith- 
ibutding his .extceme confternation Jull {lefore, on 
liMring themic<iettloas|>redi£lian of his ftte), that 
s.h€ inigbt^n^aTOiir to perfuade his PrtHces t^ itand 
by hiin» and rcfift the Enemy; /^koagfc, indeedf thef 
Jearned yitringa. fuppofe^. that, the wo;;ds *^ ari/et 
^yyePrinc^i and ajioinjt tUJhieW^ refer to theSf eech 
of Cyrus jiift Ij^fore the air^^lt* recorded lifeewifc hy 

(179) We read iflDanielT. 4< ^«t. " ^^p drank 

^f WINE> ^W .PRAISED T^JB pODS OF GOLD, and 

•« OF rSiLvmi, (o/'ir^, 0/ iron^ jf,'wcod^ a^d;offtoHe** 

" them 



*^ them ihmfn LIKE lambs tothejaugb^ 
** /^r" (that isj without oppofition or rc- 
fiftaiice on their part ( 1 80), " like Ram 
" with He-goats, How is Shejhach taketil 
** and how is thepraife of the whole Earth 
** furprized /'* (alluding to the unex- 
pefted entry of the Enemy ;) ^* How is 
* * Babylon betome an qflonifhrnent among the 
** Nations r &c. Jer.li. toven4a. And 
the manner of bringing about this venge- 
ance, as well as the reason of it, is 
further defcribed in the fame chapter : 
•— " For the Lord Gqd of Recom- 
*' fences" (faid the Prophet, ver. 56.) 
^^ Jhall furely REciyiTE* And I will 

(180) Which 18 defcribed alfo in the 40th vcrfc of 
•* the fame chaptef : — " thi mighty men of Babyhn 
•• have forborne to fight ^ they hwve remained in their 

*^ holds i THEIR MIGHT HATH FAILED, they BK- 

** CAME AS women: they*^ (that is, the Enemy) 
** have burned her dwelling places j her bars are 
* * broken. One poft Jhall run to meet another^ to shew 
•* THE King of Babylon that his City is taken at 
** one endi and that the fajfages are flopped y and the 
•* reeds they have burned luith fire, and the men of 
**-*war are affrighted,^* tffc, 

O o " make^ 
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" MARK DiuNK her PRINCES and her 

" WISE MEN, ^r CAPTAINS Qud hcf 

" BULKR^, and her mighty men: and 
•• ibeyjtall si^nVsV A perpetual sleep, 
•* and not ^ivake^ faiih the King^ whofe 
** name is the Lord ofHofts^^- (viz. Jeho- 
vah of Armies). *' Thus faith the Lord 
" ofHofis\ The broad walls of Babylon 
^^ Jkall be utterly broken^ and her high 
•• gates Jball be burned 'with fire ^ and the 
*' people Jball labour in vain, and the folk 
** in the fre, and they Jball be weary. '^^ 
Jer. li. 5^—5^' 

The Arn-iLcs of God's Wrath upott 
Babylon were led hy 'Cyrus, who was 
exprelbly called upon by name, and ap- 
pointed to this fervice ** about two hun- 
" dred years before he was born (181);'* 
and Deliverance alfo by his hand from 
Bondage was promifed, at the fame time, 
to the Jews, even many years before 

(181) Claik's Annotations. 

they 
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they were carried into Captivity: — 

*' Remember thefe^ O Jacob arid Ifraeli 

^^ for thou (art) my Servant: I -have 

" formed thee ; thou (art) my Servant : 

^' O IfraeU ih^u jhalt n$t be forgotten of 

.*f me. I have blotted out as a thick cloud 

^^' thy tranfgrej}hns\ and as a cloudy thy 

^^ finst return knto mei for 1 have re- 

•^^ deemed thee^^ (that is, from the Baby- 

*ioni(h Slavery, as the remainder of the 

chapter wilLfh,ew). " Sing^ O ye Hea- 

'** vensi for' the Lord hdih done (it): 

^*^ Jhout^ ye lower farts of the Earth: 

* ' break forth mtefnging^ ye Mountains j 

••*' Poreftj And every ^ree therein : for 

^^ the JLord hath redeemed Jacob {iS 2), 

• - * ''and 



{i%z) If the Redemption of the Jews eveo from 
Temporal Slavery was eftecmed a fubjeft of Joy and 
Triumph to the Univerfe (Heaven and Earth), how 
xnuch more will the world have caufe to rejoice when 
the Lord fhall redeem, them alfo from th^t fpiritual 
Sla'very and hardnefs of heart, in which they remain 
at prefent ; how much more interefting to all the 
li^orld wjU be their laft great and glorious return to their 
\' O Q 7f " Redeemer! 
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and gkrifkd bimfelf in IfraeL 9his 
Jaitb tk0 Lord tht Rkdebmbk, and 
hi that formed thee from ihe Wotnhi 
I (am) the Lokd" (Jehovah), ** that 
maietb all (things) ; that Jlretcbeih 
forth the Heavens alone \ thatfpreadefh 
abroad the Earth by n^elf: tbatfruf 
traUtb the^ Tokens of the Lyars^ and 
^^ maketb Diviner^ m^; that turneth 
^^ ffflfe (Men) backwards and^ maketb 
" their Knowki^e fooli/b ;** {refetxviigj 
probably, to the unprofitable Sciences. 
and vain Politics of the Chaldeans;) 
** that fonfirmeth the PFbrd of his Servanty 
" and perfonneth the Counfel of his Idef^. 



44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 



RuUemer! " If the fall of them" (faid the Apollle 
Paul) << be the riches of the luorld^ and the diminifh- 
'< ing of them the Riches of the Gentiles \^ how much 
*.* more their fulme/sF*^ Romans xi. 12. and he tells us 
again in the 25th vcrfe, " ^at BUndnefi in pari // 
" happened to Ifrael until thefulne/s of the Gentiles Be 
1* comeln^ and/ojhall Ai.z Israel hefa*ved\*^ &c. and 
again in the 32d vcrfe^that *' God hath included them 
f* ALL IN UNBELIEF that he might ha've merey upon 

f ALL." 

^* fengers ; 
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^^ fingers \ thap faith to jRRUSAtEHf^ 
^^ Thou shalt be inhabited" (tjwrt 
is, after the appointed DefoUticn)^ 
♦^ and Id the Cities of Judah, 2^. 
^^.fhaU be/huilty and I ^ill raife up fhe 
^^ decayed places thereof: that faith to the 
** Deef'' (whereby, according to the, 
Targum, Babel is meant), " J5^dryv 
^^ and I will dily up thy Rivers:"^* 
(moit probably alluding to the fuceefF- 
fnl ftratagem of Cyrus to dry up the 
Rivers hy altermg their Coutfe, wheret 
by he: gained an unfnfpiedted paifag^ 
into the City through the emptied 
(:hannek(i85) : ''that faith of CYfivs\ 

'' (he 

(183) "In the language of the Prophets" (fays 
Mr. Crudeit in his Concorclanoe) ** U^aters often de^ 
** note a gwat mnltitude of peopU ;" — and tMs pro- 
phecy perhaps might allude to the w^^ conflux oi ^o^ 
pie at Baby^ ; that God would dfy tbtm up by, majo- 
ittg the> place deiblate ; but yet the literal fenie is cer- 
tainly to he preferred, becanfe it ktm% to have had 
a literal accompliihment in the (uccefsful ftratagein cf 
Cyrtt^ abovenientioned.-'r-*" Certe de Babylone eft. 
f« fermo," (fays the learned P^rerias) " per qaatii 
•: '* * " fluebant 
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•• (he is) iw^.sffEPHKRD, and^H i^Efi^ 

** FOltM ALL MY PLEASURE:: €Veh 

** faying U Jerujakm^ Thmjbdlt be built \ 
** and to the Temple^ Tky Foundation 
^^Jkall be laidr Ifaiah xliv. 2t~2». 
And in thie 45th chapter the great Re- 
ftorer of temporal Liberty is fiirthe^ re- 
vved : -^ •* Thus faith the Lord to his 
'** Afiointedj to C^kVs, wh(fe right hand 
" I have holdenj tofubdue Naiians .before 
** Ixm ; and I nx^ilt loofe the loins of 
^ Kings ;'* (fee the former account 
concerning the extreme fear of the 
Xing of Babylon and his Princes ;) 
** to o¥E^ before him The two-leaveb 
** GATES ; and the gates shall 



<* fluebant flumina Tigris Sc Euphrates ; qajorani 
** carfuro avertitCyruSy ut exiiccato alveo fubintra^ 
«« rent Milites Civitatem," C5c. Crit. Sac. Tom. 4. 
f>. 5186. And Grotias upon the fame Text fays, 
'* Hoc pertiBet ad id quod Cyrus fecit ut Bi^lonem 
** caperet : amnem enim EupKratem diffidit & parte 
^< ejus in lacus abduda per alveum veteremiii.urbejn 
f* ingrefTus eft. Hiiloria eft ap«d Jeremiam li. 32. 
*« & apud Herodotum," 

" NOT 



*' NOT B£ SHUT. (Compare this Witfi^ 
Zenophon's Account ^ of the Palace 
Gates being OPENED on the firft Alarm.) 
** / fwiJI go before thee and make the 
^^' crooked places Jifaight: I will break in 
** pieces the Gates cf- Brafs^ and cut in 
^^ funder the Bars of Iran : and I will 
f* give thee the ^reafures of Darknefs'^ 
•' andhidden riches of Secret places^^ (al- 
luding probably to the iriimenfe quan- 
tities of Gold in the fecret Chapels of 
the Babylonifh Idols within the great 
ancient ( 1 84) Tower.) " that thou mayefl 
V know that I the Lord^ which call (thee) 



• (184) Heradotns,. who was at Babylon befprc the 
Perfian Conqueft, givds fome accoiint of this, accord- 
ing to the intelligence he had received from the Ba- 
bylonifli Priefts (for ftrangers were not permitted to 
fee them), whereby they might with great propriety 
be called— Ti5^ " hUdeh riches of fecret places \^* and 
they were alfo veity properly called ^^^reafures of 
*• Darknefst*^ being dedicated to Demons ; for the 
greateft part of the gold wa$ worked up into the va- 
rioGs iniagiiiary forms of the falfe Deities. There 

.was one Golden Idol of Jupiter of an immenfe iize. 
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•* »T THY KAME, (am) /Af G«^0f If* 
^ r^dL** And in the next verie the 
Pn ifhet iSfp^ tbe rcafbn whj the Al^ 

wai^iaMj thus called upcA Cteus, viz^ 
— ^^ yir Jmtak wy Servmttijdhty mii If^ 
^ rod mim ekSy I bofve ncn called tbci 

^ IT THT KAME : I bove SIfRNAMSD 

^ TH£E, tbamgb tbm bifi mt hunvn me* 
" /(am) tbe LtrdT (or rather / (am) 
Jshovah) ^^ mM^ (there is) none elfe^ 
^ (there b) w Gc^ ^g^ i»r: / girded 
^ tbee^ (or ftrcnglhcnedthee) '* though 
^ iiamh^mjiimowmmej^SLC.2ndGod*9 
ri:mros£ in rai£og np Ct&us is ftiH 
more clearly declared in the 13th verie^ 
-^^ I have raifed him up in RiGHT£-« 
" ousNESs, and I will direct all 

^ HIS ways: Ar/Eld7 BUILD MT CI TT, 
*• yod HE SHALL LET GO MT CAP- 

'• TivEs,** (mark this ye wretched 
Slave-holders) ** not for price, nor 
^* REWARD, ytf£r^ the Lord of Ho/Is ^^ 
aad accordingly the Proclamation ofFree^ 
2 dom 



ikfji t6 the Jews ind the Decree for re* 
l)iT'ildiiTg the Temple were mad^ lin the 
ftffl year 6f Cyrus, See Ezra i. i^. 

\bTow let my Readers ferioufly com- 
pare 'thefe accouhts of God*s peculiar 
'favour to Cyktjs, the restorer ot 
ttBERTY^ with the accounts (which 
I have already recited) of God's oppo- 
lite treatment of that man who " open- 

**' Eb NOT THE HOUSE OF HlS FRI* 

*^ BONERS." Ifaiah xiv. 1 7» 

Cyrus by the Altilighty^was exprefsly 

tailed) in the 45th chapter of Ifaiah^ 

^^ His ANOINTED :'' — *' Tbus faith the 

'*' jL^rfl?/^? HIS ANOINTED^ /aCvitus ;" 

iahd e^mD^ 'WS'^vnh, iiter%-'"^/^ his 

>' Mejfiah (186), to Cyrus;' &c. for 

Cyrus 

{li^) tn ithe Scptuagint the pafiage is rcn» 

Jiiered r^f X^irufje.Kv^a^ 'and literally frpm tbeoce in 

the Latin Vulgate *' Chrifio mco Cjro,'* to Cyrtu my 

Ep Chrifi. 
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Cyrus, by freely jeftoring a great Na- 
tiQD to their naiural liberty from a heavy 
Bondage under the Babylonian Tyrant, 
might juftly be efteemed a Type of that 
future great Refiorer to umverfal Liberty j 
foretold by the fame Prophet, who was 
afterwards to enfranchife all Mankind 
from a mucb 'worfe Bondage under the 
£mtL'e of Satan (i86.) 

Thk 

j^hrifi. B; Mocfitr it is rendered '* Meschije sua; 
•* kuc eJF* {S^j% lie) ** Rtgi/fc. Fccaiur autem Co- 
•* REScH^x Gtrus Mcschi as l^ ,Rix Dominirqudd 
•* ille ordimo'vtrit turn in Regem per quern difpojuermt dc^ 
*^* *oafiare Regnmm BahyUmicum^ quod que Ch&isti : 
«« vifci Meschi.'e Tyfum gereretV Cril. Sac. Tom. 
,4, p. ^i^. And the learned Foreriusy upon the 
iame Text, remarks as follows : «* Nomine fl^S^D 
•• Riges propter ukctioxem dicehmntur. Ctrum 
' ' etniem s u v M regem vocat Dominus quod ah eo eleSns 
*^ fuiffet^ ^ qnod ad implendam vojuntatem Juam eum 
** dtftzKitJfct. Uli etenim Reges qui /er<vis Dei f advent ^ 

** qui^ eos IN LIBERT AT£M ASSERVKT, qui hojhs 

. *• eorum cppugnant, digni funt qui J} El Reges dicantur, 
** Virum enlmijero quia de redudicne capli'vitatis infii- 
.** tuehat J'ermcnsmy de Cjro, per, quern ecs reduSiurus 
** fr/2/, plura dicendi cepit occajionemj quod is ejfef 

• ** Ckristi Domiki Typus tf Figuta.'* Crit. Sac. 
Tom. 4. p. 519-t. . 

(186) "T^r 
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This fpiritual Freedom is, indeed,- 
clearly tendered to all men ■: but how 

' many 

(j86) «« TJbs spirit of the Lord God (is) upon me\ 
** becaufe the Lord** (<viz. Jehovah) " hath an- 
'* oiNTED ut[ to- pteacb good tidings unto the meek } be 
** hoibjipnt m to hind up tb^, broken-hearted^^ to pro- 

** CLAIM LIBERTY TO THE CAPTIVES, and the 
♦'OPENING OF ■riiE'PR^SON TO (tb^ th^t jBrc) 

"bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of the 
** Ltnrd^ and the day of vengeance' of our' 
'< God," Ifc, Ifaiah Ixi, 1,2. And alfo in a former' 
chaptei*:— ** ^0 open the blind eyes, fa^BRiKG out- 
•* the prisoners from the prison;, (and) them 
** that fit in darknefs out of the prison-housk-" \£e* 
^hap, xlii. 7. This Prophecy of If^iahj J^^t Qhrift 

^Oald PROCLAIM UPRRTY TO THJ3t .<MPTiyES, 

was acknowledged and read, e^ven byXl^%i^T bim^, 
felf in the Synagogue of Nazareth on the Sabbath- 
day*, and declared to be then fulf lied : '-'*^ this 
^« da/* (faid our Lord) /« is this Scriptur^^fylf^ed in 
** your ears,** But ala$! the greateil part of the. Na- 
tion obftinatelyattd wickedly rejefted that cioRtous 
Freedom which was lYkth proclaimed \ whereby they 
drew down God'sTeyere Vengeance upon, thertifelvesj^ 
being foon after deprived even of tha,t temporal Inbe^ 

• The Evangclift LVike gives an account of this remarkable 
#rent chap. iv. and leems. to have blended together'thc two Pifo- 
phecies which I have recited ^bove, as neither of them iingly 
VJU anfwer.cxadly th? qjiptation he Jias given, from Ifaiah,. 
though, takpn together; tli^y amount very nearly tp^thc fam^ 
thuigr 

P p 2 ritattc<9 
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nsiar are tdiey who, fbr the fake of a 
lirde woritiiy prolit, are sgjaln eatarr* 
sied in the taares and temptations of 
i:i^\T fpiriiua: Enernvj and fubmit them-» 
le^^ves to his BcmLsge I How can we^ 
l^^ypote, ^lat thole men are brbs firora 

THi MAMMON OF FNKIGHTEOirSt^ESS, 

vbo are ItA bj tke tempttdons of pri^* 



miaimr^ (wkkk tliey feemfid to Taloc aboTC all 
otibsx rftingsjr ^^ter fo&dng t^ moib cxna9idiB«r|( 
faug^ceaa and calamities of aA oArocctftlal and dff? 
ftrudivewarm defeitce of it, aad of their tempo ha i^ 
LiB^STiBS \ And they raaaht im oak to tkia day^ 4 
ITvihgTdBjnoity tQ theTrntk of Fraqphccj*. andjui 
Exampfe cq aH the Nations^ whertter they zit'Wi^ 
pcrfed; cf Gcd's thxgsaxce agazo^ the Itcjeden 
of bb (fifine ReT^acioa f 

• " Jind ■» ''s« .Jt" J«^s) ** was ctme tear* (that U, to Je- 
rai^Tcai) " ^«? 5r';f/J r^f CJr?, and wkpt over it, 'fijm^^ 
" if" ihom-Badfl htorvtt^ even t-jou, ^ Icajf at this thy. iay^ tirriin^s 
**■ (winch bdcng-^ -j-rtr tfy pcsee * BatmrtSty are hi^finm Hnhe 
** flw. F;r£0e dafT pmiLcffmsaftmtit€tkatdBte:E*emmsfH^ 
*^ Ctf^ 4 Xrcic^ o^t tHuCf otL ixnwf(^\ tite. taund^Mad kgdf thictn^m 
" fveryJJtj'* >;>md It is very remarkahb, that thcRomanSy af- 
ser tryLig oT :5e irfiml meaas in Tuin, (hooH at Eength Be o&Iiged 
tw jare rwo urie to-ftfe methd before they cooM fcceocd,) «* end 
" j'^a// /ujf f.9«s euM -aiith the ^mnd^ and ihy CMMrea witkig. tkfe ; 
** 43xd they jbdl net retat in tiee aue Jhnc'afn aa§t3ery iecamk 
•* th^ knrtucjf not tBt tvne aftby sijiiaUnn^ I«akc '»^>. 41 — ^44, 
ThusCfinI^^r3c£;<ni«rf"'TH"5 day or tesgeaitce of ouA 
•god ,"— ajrcealik eo Ifi£ifc*s propfcecy, ikcufy reckeir hi th& 

Tate 
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vate iiiiJewiflL to ioftinge thA na^turaIj^ 
RitGif.TS OF MANKIND, by ufjchaidta* 
hiy netginiflg their Ji^ellow.J^en. in. art, 

Can any ipjury,, except that of; tajiin^ 
away a man^s life^ exceed that of 
Uiking away a tnqris^ libLerty, who, 
has never offended^ us ^ C^ff any robbery 
or injujlice whatfoever be more atrocious 
than, that of wearing out our poor Bre-- 
thren in a hard involuntary fervice^ '^Mf^z 
(W^/ WAGES -or REWARD ! thereby .Con- 
tinually rchblng them of' the Fruit of their 
Labours ! H^ye I not fhewn, by uii- 
qucftionabie example^ from Scripture, 
that; this is a cryingfn^^ aiifl that the 
Alriiighty hath denounced Wo (187'^ 
ggainfl: all fuch Offenders ? Do we not 

(187) '< lF(y unto hhn thai huiUtthlis tioufi hj^Vn- 
♦* rpijh{§QV^n^ and Ms Cbof^kers tf ^r^-^ (^N^f| 

«« USETH HIS neighbour's S^^YICE WITHOUT 
'^ W'AG^es, '.AKD GiVEtH "tilM ^OT FOR Hii 

profefs 
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profefs to ferye the same God wHo 
fofeverely punifhed the Jews for this 
very' crime? And is there ahy juft 
ground to hope,' that GoD, who fpared 
not -his own peculiar People, will, ne- 
verthekis, excufe the Inhabitants of 
Great Britain and her Colonies, when 
they are wi/ful/y gui/tjy of the jflime of^ 
fence ! 

The whole tenour of the Scriptures^ 
teaches us, that slavery was ever de- 
tejlable in the \ fight of Gody^ ihfpmuch 
that it has generally been denounced 
(and, ofcourfe, inflidled) asthepunifti- 
inent of the moft abandoned Sinners ; 
of which I have already given a^reat 
variety of inftarices, 

. Let us ttherefbre> before it is too 

late, take watning by thefe tremendous 

examples of G^d's vengeance againft 

this kind of 0//;:^;/, which the Scrip- 

2 tures 



.twes hold forth, not only to ihis jStd'- 
tioHy but to all the World befides! 
/The examples which I have quoted of 
God's Vengeance^ denounced againft the 
Ifraelites and Jews for tITranny^ are 
not more ftriking than the examples of 
VENGEANCE denounced againft the 
very In/Iruments of that vengeance 
(the Aflyrians and Babylonians) ex- 
prefsly on the fame account ; for though 
the latter were mere Injlruments In God's 
hand^ to punifh the Jews in kind^ yet 
they were th^mfelves fubjeded to the 

like RETRIBUTION / 

Nay, THE VENGEANCE was de- 
nounced particularly againft the Chal- 
deans (and the caufe of it, alfb, was de- 
clared) long before they were guilty of the 
ojfefice^ as I have before remarked, evcix 
whik the Jews, the Nation vindicated 
by this punifhment,' were exercifing 
that Tyrnhny at *home; for which they 

were 
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Wefe tlieft doomed to i:he iSahyiohm 
Toke, and thereby laid 'the foundation 
for the future rctdliated captivity of 
their haughty coNQiJERORS ihe ChaU 
deans ! 

And have not we juft reafon to dread 
thelevere vengeance of Almighty 
GoD^ when it is notorious, that the 
tyranny exercifed in the Britifli' Colo* 
nies is infinitely more unmerciful than 
that which was formerly exercifed by 
the Chaldeans J infomuch that the rftate 
of the Jews in their Captivity might be 
efteemcd rather as Freedom than J5o«* 
dage^ when compared with the deplo* 
rable Servitude of the wretched negro 
SLAVES, as well as of the white Ser* 
vants, in our Colonies ? 

What muft be the coiilequence of 
fuch abominable wickednefs ? 

By 
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By as much as we exceed the Afly- 
rians and Babylonians in religious know- 
ledge, by fo much more feverely may 
we expe<9: the hand of God upon us for 
our n^onftrous abufe of fuch advan- 
tages ! 

The Inhabitants of Great Britain and 
the Inhabitants of the Colonies feem to be 
almoft equally guilty of Opprejion ! 

The Colonies prote/i againft the 
Iniquity of the SLAvfi-TRADE ; but^ 
neverthelefs, continue to hold the poor 
wretched Slaves m a moft dete/iable Bon^ 
dage ! Qreat Britain, indeed, keeps 
no Slaves, but publicly encourages the 
Slave-trade J and contemptuoufly neg- 
lects or rejedls every petition or attempt 
of the Colonifts againft that notorious 
wickednefs I 

<^q The 



The Houfe of Burgefles in F/rginJa^ 
tranfmltted a very fenfible and reipeft- 
ful Petition to the King (i88), dated 
the I ft of April, concerning the Iniquity y 

Inhumanity^ 

(i88) Extra£ls from the minutes of the Houfe of 
Burgefles in Virginia. 

Wednefday, April ift, 1772. 
Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

WE your Majefty's dutiful and loyal (utyefts the 
BurgefTes of Virginia, now met in general affcmbly, 
beg leave with all humility to approach your Royal 
Prcfence. 

The many inllan^es of your Majefty's benevolent 
intentions aad moft gracious drfpofitioh to pjromote the 
profperity and happinefs of your fubje£ls in the colo- 
nies, encouraged us to look up to the Throne, and 
implore your Majedy's paternal aiSftance, in avert- 
ings Calamity of a moft alaiming nature. 

The importation of flaves into the colonies from 
•the coafl of Africa hath long been coniJdered as a 
trade of great Inhumanity^ and under its prefent en- 
couragement, we have too much reafon to fear nuill 
endanger the <very exiftence of your Majeftfs American 
dominions. 

We are feniible that fome of your Majefty's iiib- 
je(5ls in Great Britain may reap emolument from this 
fort of Traffic ; but when we confider that it greatly 
retards the fettlement of the colonies with more nvhitt 
inhabit ant Sy and may in time have the moft deftruSi^e 

infiutncCf 



Inhumanity^ inA de/iruSlive InfiuetiGe of 
the African Slave-trade, tp which 



influenctf we preibtne to hope, that the ititereft of a 
few wiH be difrcgarded, wh^ri placed in f::ompctition 
with the fecurity and happinefs of fuch nupibers of 
your Majefty's dutiful and loyal Tubjc6tsi - 

Deeply impreft with thefe i^timents, we mo^ 
humbly bpfeech your Ma jefly to remove all thofe re- 
flraints en your Majefty's Governors of this colony, 
which inhibit. their aiTentidg to fuch laws ^s might 
check fo very pernicious a commerce. 

Your Majefty's antlent colony and dominion of 
Virginia, hktli at ^11 tifnes, and upon' every occ^fion, 
been entirely) devoted tp- you^ Majellj^*s fecred perfoQ 
and government; and we cannot forego this oppor- 
tunity of renewing thofe affurantfes 9^4\it trqeft loy- 
alty and wai^med aiFe,<Sicn, , which we have fo often, 
with the greateft fincerity, given to the beft of Kings, 
* whofe wifdotn'and goodnefs we efteem thefureft pledge 
of the happinefs of all his j^ople. 

RefoLved, yiemine contradicente. That the Houfp 
^oth agree With the Committee in the faid addrefs to 
be prefented to Jiis M^Jffty . 

Refolved, That an addrefs be prefented to his Ex^- 
cellency the Governor, to defire that he will be pleaf- 
*cd to tranfmit the addrefs to his Majeliy, and to fupport 
ft* in fach manner as he ihafl think moft likely to pro- 
jnote the dcfirable end propofcd. 

' (COPY.) 

Q^ z not 
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not the leaft Anfwcr hath yet been re» 
turned I 

The Freeholders and Inhabitants of 
the County of Somerfetj in New. Jerfey^ 
alfo, through, their ^^ regard to the civil 
" and RELIGIOUS Intereji of the Cmntry^ 
'' and the f/lablijhed.. Rights of Mankind^'* 
prefented to the Governor,: Council, 
and Reprefe'ntative's of that Province a 
very feafonable Teftimoiiy tagaitift that 
kvieked " ^r#c wMch hdrSia^^^^ for 
" it's objeSi^^ praying theitn to "j^r^i>wj? 
** againjfl the'fhture Impoftdtlon of SldSes 
" into that Colony ^'^ and '^ tQ.fnailefuch 
** perfons asjhalichufe it to manumit thUr 
" Slaves., upon equitable Principles to 
^' the Owners and the Publicy' &c. (189), 

(189) To the Governor, (li^quaci]) and Reprefq^i^- 
tatives of the Province of New Jerfcy, in GencrjU 
Aflembly met. 
The Petition of fundry Freeholders and Inhabitant 
of the County of Son^crfet, 

Refpeafuliy 
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Another Petition upon the like benevoi 
lent principles xvars pirefented to thO'i&nift 
Affembljr by'^* 'dhers M^dbikmu of the 
♦< Cmnty 6f Esre^c in the'faid Prmince^*^ 
wherein they alfo fignified their ^il^ 
fatisfa^Hon coftceriiing ^^ an ^ ^f^f- 

RefpcafuUy fliewetli, 
THAT your Petitioners, influenced with an equal 
regard to the civil and religious interefts of this Pro- 
vince and the eftabliflied Rights of Mankind, have 
with concern often, j^iewed that Traffic^ which has 
Slavery *for it's oBjeft, In a light very unfHehdly to 
toth; and it has afforded pleafiii^' to* obferve the 
liberal advances which of late have been m^de among 
ttl rahk^ 6^<'^et^6)' t(9«^afds 'the difooimteiiance of 
chat Tralde^ Ahd- ^^rc^mdtioii of- }tMet to tlk)fe who 
have thereby been deprived of their Lihtrty. Hence 
your PedtiMiers ai^ itidiiCed to 'addrefs the Lc^^fla- 
cure, «h€t:tefe<Ktteil^ th^ a fabj^ ib important iHay 
reodvte that attetttion which it deierMes, . Year Petii. 
tioners alio -beg, that.yeuwiii cot only provide agftihft 
fihe futttte impoftbtion of Slaves intb this Cok>ny; bgr 
fach Ways at yoo-iniiy^hiiik bdOb. hut to enablefodk 
peHbhs a» ^aH Tchnfe it to msAuibxt thein by nnikio|; 
chehi nfefiii'^ndSiappy upon equitaUe ^principles to 
che'Omi'h's andth^Piiblic, as m iyour wifdom mxy 
tippear raoib tiondac'ive to thofe i;ood 'enida* And yoUr 
]Petitk)ndrf AaU^iirajrt iSc* 

4' ^^ mining 
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not the leaft Anfwcr hath yet been re- 
turned I 

The Freeholders and Inhabitants of 
the Coiihty of Somerfetj in 2V^w Jerfey^ 
alfo, through, f heir ^^ regard to the civil 
" and RELIGIOUS Intenji of the Cmntry^ 
'** and the ^ablifhed, Eights <)f Mankind^'' 
prefented to the Govieriior^: Conndi, 
and Reprefehtatives of that 5^rovincie a 
very feafonable Teftimony tagaitift that 
kvicked " "Traffic wMch Ms 'SiaH)e)^y for 
" ifs (?^'ft9y" praying thejnflta:"j^r^'i>A^ 
*^ againfl the Jhture Importation of Sl^^^ 
" into that Colony ^^ and '^ tq jfnaile fucb 
** perfons asjhallchufe k to mammit thdir 
" Slaves.. «<?/<?« equitable Prmciples to 
^^ the Owners and the Pitblic^'' &c. (189), 

(189) To the Governor, Cpaaci],' 4Qd Reprefqil^- 
tatives of the Province of New Jerfcy., in Generj^ 
Aflembly met. 
The Petition of fundrv Freeholders apd Inhabitants 
of the County of Son|crfet> 

RefpedfuU/ 
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Another Petition upon the like benevoi 
lent principles wars pirefented tothe'i&nift 
Affembly by" Jhers MydbiktnU of the 
♦* Cmnty tf Esrtrx in thefaii PrmHiice,*^ 
wherein they alfo fignified their Jil^ 
fatisfa^Hon cohcerining " an ^ ^f ^f- 
^^ femhly mf dree for fr^fOifig the m^ 

RefpcafuUy fliewetli, 
THAT your Petitioners, influenced with an equal 
regard to the civil and religious interefts of this Pro- 
vince and the eftabliflied Rights of Mankind, have 
with concern often, j^iewed that Traffic^ which has 
• Slavery for it's oBjett, in a light very unfHehdly to 
toth; and it has afforded pleafu^e to' obferve the 
liberal advances which of late have been made among 
Ml ranks 6^' j>et^fe' t<9«^aMs the difcwmtenaiice of 
ChatTraldey ahd::^r($mcK»>fi Qi'}i0lt» toYlk)fe who 
have thereby been deprived of their Lihtrty. Hence 
your PethiMiers are induced to 'addrefs the Lc^fla- 
cure, «h€t t^ i'e<Kttefty dixit a fabje^ fo important iHay 
receive that attetttion which it deier^es* . Your Petir 
tio'ners alfo begy thatyouwiii cot only provide agfd&ft 
t!he future importation of Slaves intb this Colony, bgr 
fach ways at yoo'iniiy:thiiik bdH, hut to enablefodk 
perfohs a» 'fkaU 'cKnfe it to msAumit them by nrakii^ 
thetn ufeftd tmid ihappy upon equitaUe ^principles to 
the'Omih's andthePiiblic, as m ybor wifdommy 
appear raoft tiondocive to thofe:good'iS3Kb« And yoUr 
PetitbndraAaU.f^rayt iSc* 

4' ^^ mining 
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** mittmg and fetting free, ary Negro 
•* Slave^* &c. whereby many *^ are 
<* obliged to keep their Fellow Men in a 
Slavery to them unlawful^ and contrary 
to their Chri/iian Principlesj*' &c. And 
they exhort the Affembly " to obtain an 
^^ alteration of his Majejlfs ItiftrUSiion to 
** the Governor relating to the African 
** ^rade^\^c. (190) A number alfo 

Qf 

(190) To the Hon.ourablc Ifopfe 0f Reprefenu- 
tiyes^ now fitting at Bur}i'ngtop in the Province of 
New Jcrfcy, 

The humble Petition of divers Inhabitants of 
the County of Efiex in the faid Province, 
fheweth» 
THAT many of his Majefly's loyal fubjedb in thi^ 
Province obfcrve, with uneafinefe, the great inct^afe 
of negro flavcs from the coaft of Africa, whiich is con- 
fidered, not only as preventative of the importation 
and increase of white fervants and labourers, by which 
the prefent extravagant price of labour would be pro<r 
poTtionably.leflened, but alfo as laying a foundation 
cf that which may hereafter prove dangerous to Go- 
vernment, and fttbverfive of the liberties of the peo- 
ple, it being joiilly obferved, " That flavesare the 
M natural enemies of fociety^ and their numbers muft 

*^ always 
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of the Inhabitants of the City and County 
of Philadelphia bote the like teftimony' 

** always be dangerous." It is alfo with difTatlsrac*^ 
tion that Tome of the inhabitants of this province ob* 
fcrve an Adt of AITembly in force, for preventing 
the manumitting and fetting free any iiegro flavey 
however healthy and able to earn his or her livings 
without fuch terms as many are wholly unable to, and 
Others cannot without great difficulty comply with, 
whereby they are obliged to keep their fellow men in 
ailavery (to them unlawful and contrary to their 
Chriftian principles). In order therefore to remedy 
thefe growing evils, your petitioners humbly pray 
this Honourable Houfe, that they would take fuch 
meafures as to them in their wifdom may feem meer» 
to obtain an alteration of his Majelly's Inftiudlion to 
his Excellency the Governor, relating to the African 
trade, fo that his Excellency may be at liberty to con- 
fent to fuch laws for the preventing the future im- 
portation of negro Haves into this province, as to the 
Legiilature may appear jufl and reafonable. And alfo 
that the A£l of AITembly relating to the manuniitting 
of negro ilaves may be repealed, and the inhabitants 
of this province allowed by law to fet free any of their 
negro ilaves, who fhall appear to fome proper judi- 
cature to be able of body and found in mihdy and 
under a certain age to be fixed by this Honourable 
Houfe, or under fuch other reafonable reftridioniy at 
to the Legiilature may feem juiil and reafonable.— -And 
your petitioners as in duty bound ihall ever pray. 

againft 
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Againft th« African Trade in a pqthetic 
and earneft Petition to their Provincial 
Affembly ; wherein they take notice 
of the example fet them by the Province! 
of Virginia in petitioning the King^ 
*^ from a deep fenjibility of the danger and 
** pernicious confequences which will be 
** attendant on a Continuation of this mofi 
** iniquitous traffic" (191). But the Af* 

fembly, 

(191) To the RepreCsntatives of the Freemen of 
the Province of Pennfylvania in Aflembly ipet. 

The Petitio;i of a number of the Inhabitants of 
the City and County of Philadelphia, 

Refpedlfully iheweth, 
THAT the importation of the natives of Guinea^ 
to be fold and jafed as flaves Mn the provinces 
and iflands of the Britifh dominions in America, has 
long been an occaiion of deep concern to a great 
number of the Inhabitants of this province, as well 
on account of its inconfiftency with the whole tenor 
of the Chriftian religion, as becaufe of the evil in- 
fluence it has on the religious and moral conduft of 
the people, and the dreadful con fequence which, it is 
to be fearedy ^i\\ one day attend in thofe parts where 
it prevails; 



I 3^3 ] 
fehibfy, jbeing ^firous firft to know 
irhat reception thi5 abovementlonfed neg- 
hsaSted Firgvnau Petition had met with 
at Court, poftponed their addref$ to the 
Thrope j and inftea4 of it tranfmittfid 

We arc the more encouraged to Jay this important 
objeft before you, as we undetftahd ^me of the colo- 
nies have been led into feribus ^dnfitieratioD, as Well 
of the iniquity of tb,e pradice^ ^ of the dangerous 
(ituatiOn fomje of thepi are in, paiticu^larly the pro- 
vinct of Virginia^ whofc Honfe of B*irgeiles has 
Jljatjdy j^eiuhfud th€ Kingi f^om a deep (bniibility of 
the danger, and pernicious confe,q.uenqes which will 
be attendant on a continnattcn of this most ini- 

We your petitioners, therefore, moft e^arncftly bc- 
fe^ch you, to take this matter, which we apprehend 
to be of the iitmo^ co^{^|,u^9M|^ to the wejf^r^ ^nd 
fafety of the Britifh colonies, under your nioft ferious 
eonfideratibn, and to ufe your utmoft endeairours with 
the other colonies, m making fuch reprefentations tt> 
the King as to you may appear moft efFe^ual towards 
putting a ftop to this mighty evil." 

S^lgned b^ about two httudtecl p^rions, atnongft 
ayhom were, the provoft of the ^ademy, and three 
other clergymen of the church of England, being all 
jriiat are ih this city, five PrcibyteHaii Cltrgymea, 
m\d fovr ptiher ^iniA^^ t^e reA ceij^^ Inh#- 
|)itants. 

R r an 
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an Aft of Affembly for the Kin^s AJ^ 
fenty whereby they laid a heavy duty 
on the head of every Slave that fliould 
be imported^ amounting almoft ,to a pro*- 
hibition of the iniquitous traffic; but 
this feafonablc attempt to difcourage tb^ 
crying national Jin^ met with a very cold 
reception it feems on this fide of the AIt- 
lantic, and the Bill was abfolutely r^- 
je^ed; fo that the horrid Guilt of per- 
fifting in that monflrcus JVickednefs muft 
reft pn this fide of the Atlantic ! Is this 
— to " execute Judgement and righteouf- 
.'* nefsV Is this to " deliver the spoilep 
*' out of the hand of the oppressor ?•* 
Js tHis to '' do no wrong^'* to " do no 
^' violence to the stranger ?'* 

Does not the fame God, who warned 

jhe impolitic Zedekiah by the mouth of 

.his Prophet, alfo equally warn ijs by 

' the written word which he hath given 

4 to 
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to; US ^^for dodirtne^ for reproofs 'for cor^ 
*' re£iion^for inftrudlion inrighteoufnefs ?" 
% Tim. iii- i6. 

Does he not equally wafnus by thefc 
^^yerlafting Recoi-ds of his tremendous 
Judgements and dreadful Vengeance 
even againft his own peculiar people ? 
-Foi>^*' all thefe things happened unto 
" them for enfamples :^* (as I have before 
dbferved)' " and they are written for our 
* ^ admonition, ' upon whom the Ends of the 
^^ World are corned"" i Cor. x . 1 1 / 

And yet with all thefe Ipiritual ad- 
V'antages, I fear we far exceed the Jews 
iri the enormity arid niultitude of our 
NaiionarOppreJJions : hotv then fhall we 
efcape the juft Vengeance of God, if 
ifft perfevere ill thefe inhuman prac- 
tices? Is' this the return we maketb' 
(5k)d for the Bleffing of a Chriftian Edu- 
R r z cation !' 
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ctfk» ! Smdy Be hafk txpeOed iefur 
iisMgs rf msl Have we noi juft i^afbn 
to fear that he will condeinDlki»«atic^ 
as he did the Jews of old ? faying- — 
^ he hetedfir jirt>^£M£«T9 hut behold 

^ OPPRESSIOK ; for kIGHT£OUSK3»», 

•* hathibolda enY rifioab v. 7, 

As God never changee^ k is ifl^poffi- 
fale that this nation &6i^ efcape: \rh 
jt^ TttrihKbrm^ and ffili |ier{Hl ih -vieh^ 
]k% the natwral Rights xd tpxsAc^ 

ReflciSk, my Countrymen, for a mo-' 
Hiei^\3|KiatheprefeDtft«teof thofe epor- 
mo¥s. Q^tioaal Tran%reffimis, the -4^^ 
cm Slave Tirade encaurag;ed in Gjleat 
Britain, znd th^ iokratitm ^. Siavery 
in THB BfiiTi&H cp^offLEs, ^nd jnop 
will readily ^rceiv4 thaJt we Bcm^ (^94 
eondenmed evefi if we J3t^ ourjekiesi 
9a4 how then Ax^U we ^^p^r bl^^aie 

that 
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^at Rigiitecms Judge^ who is no HHn 
ij)eAer of perfons ? How caa we hopt 
to €^ape the Btvi-KE vsiiasAifcfi 
trbeft we know th^t the Alhiigfety jbath 
^evett A^i^i/ *^»»/^ wkk i mofl: jfoJeaw 
oath ii«ver to foi^et any^h'.aSt$ ^op^ 
^HESgitw ? ^^ ^Ar Lordiaihfw^m fyikc 
*' txcelkncy qf Jscob^ airiBtY / ttJiSi^ 
" mvtr forga ^ny df tberr ivoris^^ ev 
rather " all their works/" tDrvv^^t^ ^3 ; 
amongft which the Sl^ve-tkapb, in 
|5articiikr^ is ^f>feftly mef^tioaed xsjt 
tJae pnocoding verfe, m. " ^ii^/ig- 4hf 
« fVr/jr 5/Avr/* #^. And tbeu bp 
coniJefefenfls A? ^pe^h a.^ i before ,ra- 
marked^ »© human Judgment cpiWJem- 
Ing tb^ p4rt)pritety, or rather the »e- 
ceffity ^nd certaiiity, of the Divine 
Vcngeaace for fwh National Wi(^?d- 
B^fe }— ** Shall ruot the Land trembk fir 
^* '/yji^i f mde%}$py me mourn tb4tdweLl£tb 
^ Jh^^in /" AmoB viii. 6 — 8.^ iUid in 

hTce 
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Ml iniinii r fl^r^fr^Pn^f^r^J^ n ini ill i^ 
"^ Sbdllmtvmfirtke^ ibia^? SbaU 
^ mtmmSmlkavmgaiirmjkcb aNaiiam 
^ az tbis?^ Cidp^T. 9. Thde Judge- 
w lit iodaed^ veer iaaaassjcta againft 
t&e J^?V3:> but lEird|r ctxciQioa fenie 
awift tessiL tis rftgf ciKir sre eqoall j ap- 
p&n&Ie tf bme^ thst b, ^ » ^^if^ ir 
•^ Sa^Bk AS Tffis»** my CotmtTjmtti'! 

Bbt tSere ^ ^ff x wtnr to' eicape, if 
ao^Cbraitryiiteii ka:v^ tRrt gr^ce to take 

wammg! Aiid tfaeFefore to the un^ 
queffiottaWe Ex-aisples oif GoD^s Rttri" 
Bittian and ^dTt^ancs^ wfciich I hare al*- 
readV giverr^ let coa^ add, before I con- 
c&ide^ cere venr remarkable Example 
of GO0V y^iTf'^^funce for Natmnal Of^ 
preffwn being: aclunTTy a^c^rted hj the. 
feafaaable intrerpofitiott of a few rndFcr- 
^alsy who procnred the £ Jmi ^n and 
it^ancbijhnent of a fctrge- bodr of poor 

en^aved 
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/e;nflaved peopkj and thereby appealed 
the denounced Wrath of our merciful 
God! 

In the beginning of the 28th chapter 
of the fecond Book of Chronicles, an 
iaccount is given of the abominable Ido^ 
latry and Wickednefs of Ahaz King of 
Judah, >' who (even) burned his Chii- 
^V dnen in the Fire^^- and by that fuperr 
iative degree of Uncharitablenefs and //f- 
humaniiy demonftrated a voluntary fub- 
miffion to that heavy Yoke of Bondage 
under the Grand Spiritual Enemy of Man- 
kind^ from v^hich the Almighty ProtedioY 
of the Creation had fo glorioufly deli- 
vered his Anceftors, " after the ahomi- 
^' nations' if 2.y^ the Text) " of the Ilea- 
'' then^ whom the Lord had caji out be- 
■ ' fore the Children of Ifrael. He facri- 
' *' feed alfo and burned incenfe in the high 
f* places J and on the hills ^ and under every 

^^ green 
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** gran int. Wherefore the Lord hif 
** God delivered him into the hand of tbp 
** King 2/" Syria ; and they fmote him^ 

*' and CARRIED AWAY A GREAT 
" MULTITUDE OF THEM CAPTIVES, 

** and brought (them) to Damascus, 
** And he was alfo delivered into the hand 
** ofiheKin^of\sKAn.L^ whofmotehim 
?* mth a great flaughter : for Pek Aff** 
(the King of Ifrael) " the Son of Rb- 
** MAhlAuJlew in Judab an hundkep 
*^ and twenty thousand in one 
^* DAV^ all valiant men I becaufe they 

** KAD FORSAKEN THE LoXdGoDOF 
** THKIt FATHERS. AndZlCHKl^ a 

" mighty man of ^phraim^ fle^ Maa- 

«^ SEIAH THE king's 30N, and hT.-- 
*' RIKAM THE GOVERNOR QF THE 

** HOUSE, and Elkanah (that was) 
^* NEXT TO THE KINO. AndtheChH- 
^ dren of Ibkael carried away captive 
^' of their Brethren 'I'wo hunj>red 
^> thousand womeNj^ sons and 

♦* pAUQH-j 



' "' bltrbiifl^R iy dnd iobi^dffd mibd) friUc'h 
^^jjlfoil fr<^ ^ffiy MJ br'ousht the jpo'tl 
^ to StmSpit^' %ift a Pfo^et'of H^e 
** i.dri iXki^ werf' wbofi >hame (wias) 
^^"<ii>W\ dfid ip 'ibefiiout hefbrtihe, 
>'»' 'W^i)iidcme yd^afiidrta^* (ttid fis, as ' 
mty ret\irnei^ ffom the War to Sam'aria 
Vlt| delFtaptivk 6«^ty,) *^ dnd 
** ^13 iiniQ , tbefn>, *," hekold^ becdufe the 
^* ,L.o^D Gb'b of your Fathers wasivroth 
^^^wiio yi^dhy "be hath delivered them 
*" irttb your hand, and yt have si- aim 

^*^'f1SiE]Vf il?; A RAGE (that) REACH-' 

'^ Etti uf uitTb HEAvfii?'. Jndnm»'* 
(fei^ <het>rt5|)11et) *^ ye piirp^feik^t^if 
^*' tikfe 0tM^eH <ifjtaddhdnd^- 

'*''',' ■Wbk'E^'- timpu: (\m.:m thete) 
**-s^bt tfriTii tbuj ieV£]^ •Vs^r'tir tou, 
*'"^tis «^a/j2^ ihi Lord yo»/- Gbfl? 
^*''^ow hedr fm'f here/ore; and deliver 
" V+ki; cIAptives again, which ye 
'^* have TAic^N captive of' YotR 
•■ S s *' brethren : 



*« brethren: for the FJfcE^fi, 

" WRATH OF THE LoRD (is) UPQlfj 

" Vou/V^Chroh.xxyiii. pi— -li. Arid, 
may it not be faid in thelej letter days^.. 
vrith, equal Truthj to the Inhabitants^ of. 
Great Britain and HEk Colonies,, 
*^ aAre there not with you^ even with 
** you^ Sins again/l the hoKDj^our (fippj\^' 
that is, are there notwhhyou^ already a 
fufficient number of sins (6>r which,, 
tinlefs you repent,, ypu will .certainly^ 
be accountable') but that you muft pre-; . 
fumptuouf)y f' add to your Sins and Ja^ 
** your ^refpqfs'' the hprr;d ^ guilt ,,of', 
^Slaver Y and Oppression, %o haftea^ 
000*^8 vengeance upon you ? , bijt that 
you muft fuddenly heap up the meafurQ 
of your iniquity by tolerating in your. 
Colonies a, much more grievous Sl/^very^ ? 
^ much more numerous Bondage^ than 
the Ifraejites were ever guilty of? Yet. 
in Ifrael, there were found four Chiefe . 
or Noblemen—'' Heads of fhe Children. 

■\.^ .... - \ ^ ' '''ff 
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^^ of Ephratntj^ who were zealous to 
^yert God's Wrath,, and fave their 
<!^ountry by a fpeedy reftoration of the 
Jewish captives to their natural 
freedom. They valiantly V stoqd.up 
** agalnfi them that came from the War^^^ 
—^{which were,, probably, not only 
Pekah, their King j and his Princes^ 
but alfo the principal Warrlours of their 
Country; lee. the 6th, 7th, and 14th 
verfes) — '' andfaid unto them^ Te Jhall 
^' not Bring in the captives hither.^\^— 
Thefe were peremptory Terms, which 
fhewed, that they were ready to riik 
threir Lives in fo gopd a caufe ; and, at 
the fame time, they afligned the realpn 
of their oppofitiori In a solemn pro- 
TESt—-" j^r whereas^* {f^idi they) *' we 
^' have offended againft the Lord (^zlrezdy)^ 
^' ye intend to ^v>t> (more) to our 

^ sins and to our trespass : for 

^* oUr^refpafs is greats and {xhtrtis) fierce 
^* wrath agat^ Ifrdel.^^ Ver. 12, 13. 
•^"^ Ss2 This 
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This reafon, as well *5.th^ «n4ajinV« 
ed PefolHtiqn of tljpfe ,w)w) gavfi itj, 
had <he jprpper effefk upon the Ifraje|ij:iih 
Soldiers, .who, ijotjyithft^^^ding the ^es 
neral depray.ity of their jC^uptjrycjeD. 
JJll d^exved 0e nam^ of mj^^ J)^ d^i 
inonjftratingi that they were n©jt iij^nr 
fible t;o REASpN^ an^ tjl^at th^y thpygN^ 
fheeji^lves entitled /t|jQii|[ffJi j|pLi)f p^?) 
tp tji^ common Bi^ht pf ^V^^M ^^' 
rru^E, the BJgkt of Ju^i^. for tbfsft^T 

Jelvfs ^ m^t^fn of copffigf^f^ ^i%?^ 
w)>i(?h ripoa^tt C9^ hi? f^ne]y.j^««}<^f^>^^ 
for as ipQ|i gs .they l^e^rdtheJiiii^Eenjpft.'' 
^rar^e of t|i^ f9)}r l^Q^pojen, t^ejf. 
^uijted /^ Pr^j ^^d tbfP^^r (^ $$r4 
thing for Soldiers. ^qii^^cjittp^w^h? 
out :^aiting^ it^eegi.s, fpr tj^e wo^d pf 
cpmma^d fron) tl^e;^^;g ^jr Jtus PriooesJ 
— « ift). the armd tp^en", (fays the Te^ti 

*' THP Pr;^(?E§. ^ 4LI, Tf^.E (^Qff*. 

Pere 



Hprp (1)9 pl^e4 tfi Qbferve) is ^ 
Jfmidtutl.Qmta'fi at opce aflembl^ ia ths 

«* TH^ P^INC^S A«X A|.^ Tip: CQN* 

What were thek Dejlberations oh 
thi& opcaiioh does not appear, noF their 
RES[OLir3?]poi4s, OF FathcF, they feem to 
^avf been totally ihresolute^ w^cf-I 
ing between what was a Right to bb 
i>QfiB and pkivatb int*e:re&t ; as If 
each man was tinwiUing to give up hid 
fiari tifthe booty ^ and yet aihamed openly 
|0 refift the adlive Refolution of the four 
Chiefs on fp charitg^We a cjaufe; for 
th^fe four Noblemen, i( feems, at kft 
boldly todk.^ipon themfelves* the whole 
^i^fmefs ;—** a^ thf^ men^'^ (ftys^ th« 
Text) ^^ which were exprej^d ly name^ 
{viz. the four l^obl^mea ^jeqtippQd in 
the xath verfe) ^^ rose u?, and took 
^< THE Cj^ptives, an4, with th?; 

" SPOIL 



*^ SPOIL cLtfTHED all ihot Wert' nakd 
^^ among them^ and arrayed them and fhdd • 
*• them^ and gahe ihm to eat and to drinky 
** and anointed' them^ and carried all 
^* the feeble of them upon ' affti^ -- anct 
** brought them to Jericho the City of 
^^ P^lm-^Treesi 'to ihelr brethren iC^ then 
^* tf)ey returned to Samx^ia^^ Thnsah 
immediate Juqgement fropa God upon 
Ifrael was averted by^tbe fpiritied oppof 
iition of FOTJR. iiidividiijak againfta 
wAfl/^ Nation I But Great Bataini and 
hct Colonies, which forcibly detaLtrnioro 
thap FOVR time$. the nunibe'r (192) m^Y, 
' ; ' Wr-etche^d 

' (192) By flj» aeeouvt of the European fittlements in 
^^hturicit pxinted in 1^70,^6 are inifbrihed that <x there 
f^^'MrralhweJtti hein oujl West Inj>ies at k4ft /waj 
** hundred and thirty thou/f:nd ^i; eg tiO slaves,** Vol^ 
i, p. 117. ** /» Viitcr^i^" (fays the Tame authbi-y 
^ much the' Ikrger ]>art of the rnhal>itants are the^ 
•* NEGRO SLAVES, who.cannot be., xnuohi fewer. 

^ ihktn AN HUkftRED THOUSAND SOULS 5 the} attf 

«f nmlfy import^\ (fays' he) f* hito the r<»h' tihacci colo^ 
^f mes^hefween thibb and .touR .Tjro<jSANi>iOr-' 
?• THESE SLAVES :" p. 210, 217 J and in Maryland, 
>- ^c * (as 



feryitu4e> nxuch , more ^ intolerable, thaa 
any tj^t th^^frafljt^i wpr^ eyer guiltK 
^feK^Qlng^^ which 



^as j ^he.fame. author iiiforpu us^ in p* 233.) •* /Arf 
^^ NegrdesX^^'^y ^P^^T^^s of sixxy thousand.'* 
TThe iHT/iiBer pf ilaVcs alfeadjr mchtioiied (withdit' 

increafing fettlementb in the Grenada Jflaiuis> 'andm^ 
ihc MnS'of Tobago, 'jyoiriMci, ' and St. Vincents V 
^s;a]fp^iBV^Vu$.ve Af (he jnttltituKles: in the twoCarcffi^) 
nas, the tv^o fjoridas, Georgia, the twaJerfeySj^New. 
YorJc, &c.^ amijunt to 'three h.unpred and 
N i tc E f V'Tii 6 u s^A N D s o tj L^,' at the ieaft cdmptiita- ■ 
tioA j;^'£>.t]fatr.if^^he inoh^t^des af^uailjr omitted, im 
this accpuQt, were truely added, the ofpreffion would 
ap'pea^ cnotmbns \ Thr tofal ainbunt of the oppr^JJ^ ' 
i«/ niull^'ade, pe^^s would «f)t faH;fai- (hort ci th«. 
ijumerous Bondage of ofprefed Ijraelites vj\iiQ,]x ^xf^ 
<Jrcw do^n the exeinplary'and cvet memorable Vzni' 
'<;UAKCE ^py ^Jlffi./'AL'uiGHTY.^ upon the htrdeoM. 
^^jr^/iaa Tyrant and hi3 kingdom!. ~ 

<ip33 See ji>o^ in page 147, .. , 

they 



^i^W6 hoi M ledil j[>t«tehcg 6lf waf 
W- (juarw!) -^** Wfek A<r6 'tvpiiENi 

«^ 1iO«S Akfl ■ b Atf tsttt fe* S^*—*^ FDR 

t6'te'iJrt)rti Dbi With iihrfeittitM lafebufj 

By; witfr kil tMs scctriiitiiatted itad df 
guilt has hot yet producfed four Chieji 
dr tfdMeMih to p«btfts* Sgiifiil thii 
inoft abominable Tyriginy^ aed V to 
*fjkmd in the Oisj^,'* wit9i fevetwitlji! 
feaJr of God^ to avert the bl viNJi viBN^ 
GSASGB, though Religi^it HimaAity^ 
abd even Cmtnon Senfe Ought to h^e 
prpjnpted them to. it ! — "May wfe iiot 
too aptly ccttipare the fnitcip^ ^itaes 
of the yeiOSf (for. which ihgf i0 their 
lihiriy}^ to tli» p^^fefem «'yi!lg Sihs bf 
Oreat Britain AKd he>. Colonies! 
—" In thi mi^of tii^" (fafd a Prti- 
phet from God) '■^ have they oealt 

«* BY OPPRESSION^^Iirtf T*flt S'TkAN- 
i " GEk i 
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" Faihirl^s And the W^ii<^r Ezfek. 
%yii\, 7.- Afld agairi, *« t'h€ Peopk ^ 

*' the Past- tafid Nexdy: yia, ikjt km 

" ti^ttr. • Aid i fittghi ftr a »*Ai4 
** ji^i% /*(wi thai JJmU mke up the 
^'^ he^e>, akd stAftD tn ffte feAf ^^ 
** fofi^ mg fm the hand, ihat IJboaM m 
** d^t^h : hrtlpmd mHe l TUSiie^ 
*" tc^^tktm IpUfgdodt fimii hldi^na- 
"^ Hoh iifoH thdrfii I hd^ coN^id them 
«* ^fh ih fifi hf my ^Vdfh: f'ttEik 
*< *^jf WAlt hMva I ^'Rt<mft»%ih 
*♦ WF««» YfiKrft HfiAt)s, Jkilh the IJrd 

tiA. the lnbabitairf& ofOftr^ BHimit and 
hif Cdhnksi thtttiot€, j\if! region to ex- 
j>e<SI iiprtilaf' V^Kfe«i«^NCB M- iMiike'oie' 
PRE-s*s6NS ? £)6 they fla^tifcr tTsPftiftfelves', 
that fhe^^*»^ Ood will pefftiit tlfeiti to go 
T t oil 
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on without recompenfing their ^^ own 
*^ way" upon their heads. ! Slavery for 
Slavery ? Or have they forgot, that the 
God of Ifrael, who thus reproved his pe- 
culiar People for holding their j5r^/Ar^/an 

BONDAGE, is the SAME " LoRD God" 

with whom we have to do ? aiid that he 

is UNCHANGEABLE ? HoW WOuId OUr 

Rulers and Chief Men bear a repetition 
of this unchangeable word in the pre- 
fence of God, when the Books are 
opened for Judgement :-!—'^: IJhughtfor 
f^ a Man among them thatjhould make up 
" th^- hedgey and stand- in th? gap 
*' before me for the Landy thatjjhould 
^ not dejiroy it; hut I founj? none !'* 
May I not fay, that even " backfliding 
*V Ifraer ,fhall '* rife up in Judgement 
^\ with this Generation J andfhall condemn 
it r As " the backfliding Ifrael hath 
juftified, herfelf more than treacherous 
'' Judah;' (Jer. iii. ii.) To fhe hath 
iurely '^ juflified herfelf more than" 
3 Britain I 
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Britain ! for when the meafure o£ 
her iniquity feemed to be filled by that 
liotorious aft of OppreJJion in the reign 
of Pekah before-mentioned, there werq 
yet found in her four worthy Advocates 
** to STAND IN THE GAP before God 
«/^r the Land-;' even four " Chiefs' 
,(or Nobles) " of the Children ofEphraim^' 
who boldly protejied againft the horrid 
crime of domeftic Slavery. But Great 
Britain^ though ftaggering under a much 
heavier load of the fame kind of Guilt, 
has not produced, out of her numerous 
Peerage^ one single Chief to ftand 
up ^^for the Landj^ and remove her 
burthen ! Mark this, ye Right Reve- 
rend Fathers of our Church, who fit 
with the Princes of the Realm to con- 
fult the welfare of the State ! Think 
not that I am inclined, through any 
mifguided prejudice (194), to charge 

your 

(194) If I am prejudiced at all, I am fure it is in 

favoar of Epijcof^icy^ for I not only entertain a moli; 

T t 2 finccrc 
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yqur Qr^r^ \\\ p^rticukr, Tvith tbe 

opwfi^n. Tk« crv/«^ Sin. has kitherto 

beeu 

iincere p^fonaj refpefl and efteenj far fevcral truly 
wonhy and Icarued Individuals of that order, now 
ii(t)iA^> ^\ \ dm e»en 4tfcended from 6kie of thie 
imt haly f^i)£t|Qi|, who in hk cQrre%>on4^nQe wii)i 
foreign Proteftant churches, very ably defended and' 
pf OBioted (he EfiuhHfinnent of Epifcopacy ; and*, a^ove 
4)1* X ^ tbprpugbjy ceaviAced by rheHoly S<:rif)tf|rq« 
that tj\e inftitution of th>at oedkr In the CbrilUan 
Church IS OF God ; and that the only defe£i in the 
^gUfit £/UiUjbaeni of it» is the want of a free 
^^-LEQT.ieN •r tp t^e. Officc. Eor as it m^ doarly be 

proved 

* The lcgfned.Jp4^Bl^ck(lQiic, ip his Commentaries, bpplf I. 
c. II. p. 377. informs us, that " ELECTION -was, in verY 
**. ^Ai4.Y Ti^ji^Sy the. pfual mis^e. Qf Elevtfti^n to the ET*ispQ- 
" PAL CHAIR throughout all Chrtftendom; a «</ /Aii** (fays he) 
".VIM. prowifcitouf^ performed iy. tht Laity, as fweil as by. fbe 
** Clei^y," ^"^^r CL,E*uM-(ir PepuLUM :*-J fw; which he ' 
c5tcs very ample authorities. But afterwartls a complaint of tu- 
vihUhQuk EleSions, together with t)^e iv^c^^ Royal Puoroga- 
tivc of granting the Invefliturc of Temporalities (though the 
Ttmfora^tieSf be^fig oHginftlly gu^ed tq iUpfc^ijt tfc^q Ui^UjhQi 
the Office, cannot rcafgnably be fp far dra\5(n from the firft 
uuetuion, a< ta d<pr^ the Office of thftt r-«al Di^miy which 
arifes frpm a fi;ee El^rt'.on) ^ryed the de.fjgns of Emperors and 
I^lpgs as a pretence^ to Invade the Freedom of EleBion ; and the 
fW^S /^^^^«^i' of TUMULT proved equally favourable to the op- 
pofitc defigns of Popes ; fo that thcfc jarring interefts fe^med 
imitcd, however, In their endeavours (as it were by qne Spirit of 
Mikhufl) k> dflpriv.e tho Church of' her aHCtestRi^ht, which 

(had 
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been far dtftant from yoxir fght, and 
perhaps was never fully reprefented to 

you, 

f roved that tfte Ckurches of Britain and IreUnd have a 
jvft and ancient Ri^ht to eleS their own Bifhops, and 
4id a£^aally cxereife that right for many ages, till tlic 
awichrifliatt U Airpaticm* of Mmh and Vofts^ over the 

fecular 

(had" it beeB-iwantaloerf) would probably have ptcv«nted'moit flf 
the future ufurpaticms of the ^ap&l Anticbrifl ; and therefore 
*• th€ Policy of iht Court of Rome at the fame time begun hy de- 
** grees to b x tLUD e thz Laity from any Jhare in thefe 
** Elections," (fays the learned Judge Blackftone,) *^ and 
*^ib confine them -whlly-to /Atr Clergy, 'which at length -mat 
♦< c«rnfktely efeetal.** x Blackftone, c. it. p. 378. The orr- 
gtoal ground for the complaint of tpmnlt in thefe Eie^onswws 
^yobftbty occafkmed by the negle^ of that unexceptionable 
Ap«^qUc mode of Election defcribed in Afts i. r; to x0 ; for 
when Chriftiaaity began to be corrupted by Vows of CefihatJ* 
ond- other Popifli and Diabolkai Do^hincs, the Clergy and ILtat^ 
began to have oppofite interefts to fcrve (which ought netwtO 
be) in the Choice of their BUbop, and, of courie, the two con- 
todkig parties-would r^ippocally depend upon • their t»wn «fH- 
vity, aeal, or addrefs for fuccefs in the EieRton; fo that Tttmnk 
(th« old complaint) mmt be the ntjceflary coniiequence ; whereas 
had it been an indirpenfible form to nominate two quaKfiisd 
pcrfont (viz. either two by the promifcuous fuffrages of both 
pMti«», or w«« by each party), and afterwards, infolemnfrayer^ 
tq ftfhmit the fkial decifion Co the Providence of God by a Lot 
(at In the A^fioTw ^fHonJy there could be no room for conten- 
tioB-: the undue infhleBee and partiality of JWh;iV<</i/i would be 
effiOttaHt checked ; andj above all, the joint prayers of hoth 
f<>rtte%y in an Trppcal to God's decifion, would certainly add So^ 
lenmty (mfi^»it^TimuftJ t^^heEMHon, Wmt dfo niudi ad- 
ditional 
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This reafon, as well as the «n4a}IiH< 
cd Jiefolutjqn of t^pfe .wjfayo jgavjg it;, 
ha^ ^he prpper effe^ upon the Ifra^litiih 
^pWiers, .yvko, i^otjyisbftg^x^Ung rfxe §es 
neral depray,ity^of their jC^uptFyjtneB, 
J3JII d^cKved ^pe nam of MfjN^ Jjy d^n 
inonftratingi that they were n«tt il>^n- 
fibleto REiisQN^ an^ tjbiat tl^ey thoy^)$ 
i.heBji^.lv;es entitled i^t^jpufgh j^OLpfflL?) 
tp tji^ commofl m^ht pf ^V^^^ ff^i 
pry^E, the Wght ofjui^f^. for tb^i- 

Jelvgs t^ m^tifn of copffiensft ^it^ul 

for as IpQji ss.they l)e^rdthej|ii^rep^p|>.- 
^rai^pj? of thp fQur l^py^oien, tliey: 
^uijtted /^ Prej ^d thf Pk^^r (^ Jiar^ 
thin^ fqr Soldiers. ^pfx^j)^^it.fp^W^h? 
out ,v?«tin5,, it feeros, fpy tl^e wo^ pf 
cpmijia^d fron» tixe;^]^^ (fxhJiS Pritioes J 
— ** iifo the ar^id r^ff\ ([fays the Tf^t^ 

" T|ip PRI|J<?E§. «(^ 4Lt -jf^J Q^l^-i 



I 3*5 }. 

Hprft (1)9 pl^e4 to abferve) is ^ 
^fmismtlQfwm'fi at o|ic^ ^fTerahlod Iq ths 

«♦ TH^ PRINCES ATiV, A^Ja T|^ CQN* 
f* pRE^ATiQlSIr" 

- ^ 

What were their Deliberations oh 
(his opcaiioh dioes not appear, nor their 
kE8|OLir:pioNs, or rather, they feem to 
Jiay^ been totally irresolute, waver-l 
ing het^en what was a Right to bb 
1)QHB and PRIVATE iNT^igREs^T ; as if 
each man was tuiwilHng to give up \m 
lhari tft^e booty ^ and yet aihamed openlji^ 
to refift the aSive Refolution of the four 
Chiefs on fp charitg^ble 9, cayie; for 
thef® four Noblemen, it; ^ms, at kft 
l^oWly took, "upon themfelve^ the whole 
^ttfinefs ;-r** ^ th(^ mn^^' (%s th« 
Text) ^' which were expreffid ly name^ 
'(viz. the foyr NoWeoi^a pjeQtiop^d W 
the xath verfe) ^^ rq&e up, 11^ took 

^^ THE e^PTIVESj^ f?;?^ ^ITH THe( 

" spoil 



^ spaiL cLtfTHED all ihot n/oerfkokeA 
^^ among them^ and arrayed them akdjhdd 
*• them J and gabe fhm to eat and to drink; 
♦' and anointed' them^ and carried atl 
^* the feeble of them upon ajfti^ ■'- anct 
** brought them to Jericho the City of 
^^ ,Falm^Tree^i 'id ihelr brethren :V^ then 
^* tf)ey returned to Samatia.^^ Thus; ah 
immediate Juqgement frofn God upon 
lirael was averted by :tbe fpiritted bppp4 
^tion of FOUR, ipdividwls agaiiif^- a 
^bole Nation ! But . Gx;eat BcitmnT and 
her Colonies, which forcibly detainjmoro 
tha» FOVR time$: the number (192) *of, 

i(rretched 

' (192) By ak account ef the European fettUments in 
^Imiricii^ /Ciii/f/#W 1^70, we arc inifbrmed that '^^ there 
fj^amdhwedtti beM oujl !We;st Inj>ies^/ k4fl /waj 
^* hundred and thirty thou/fnd^n eg to slaves,^ Vol^ 
Iv p- i 17- ** /» Vii^G fiN iV^" (fays the Tame autK6ry 
^ much th^ lkr|;er p,ari of .(he rnhal>itants zrp ibt 
•* NEGRO SLAVES, who ,cannot be. mudj fewer 
^ tbdn A» nvUtKtT) THOUSAND souls; they an-' 
*f mualfy /OT;^flr/"^(fays'^h¥) 5* t^o ihe tiiifb' tilacci colo^ 
*f niti, he^vifen th^e^ anq .four .T4n>vsAifi>j.oF^ 
^* these slaves :'* p. 216, 217 j and in Maryland, 

. -^ ^c * {as 



Tyretcjbed ^ C^pt^^^^^ ja ,|an, involunt^fjf 
feryl tu^e, much , more r in tolef able, thaa 
any t|^t th^Jfraplilei werg ^eyer guiltK 
«f exag:in^!';-:rG^§Ajp^i.TAii? which 

^^rif^ tSXBjANGEJis :(jfg3iuft vchonii- 

^V:V:> --:.!; 1:-: -rr ■-.■.■, : ■-•::,; 
(as j the riame. airtJior ififbr|n^ 'i*, wi p* 233.) •* /i^. 
^ iVif^r^^/ 'fare) upwards of* sixxY thousand," 

•TTh'e nii/Aber of flaVw alfeady rachtioiied (witlidit- 
j-l^ckomivg ,th^ xniilf itude^ T^f^c/^.]^aQfpprte*d tb thjqiievr' 
lincreafing rett]emenc& in the Grenada Jil and s> and ia^ 
die Mn S'of Tobago, ^l>ornMc^, ' and St. Vinceiits i" 
^s;»Jfp^i5V^Vu$ve/rf ;he intthitj^dwin the two Cai:cffi*) 
n^6, the t\^o f loridas, Georgia, the twajerfeys, New. 
VorJc, &c.^ ambunt to three h.un5)Red and 
Nitf ET y 'tAous^aKd sotJL^,^ at the Peaft comptiCa-* 
tioA^s^'£^t]fat(if jh^^ Bittltj[i^des a^^ually oifiitted/kir 
this accpUDt, were truely added, the ofpreffion would 
apfleaV cnotmbns ? Thr tdfal ainxJunt of the opprefft* 
A^mult^ude^ pe^c^^s would :i^t fal];faf (hort of the. 
i^umerous Bondage? of offrefed Ijraelites which firft, 
<}rcw ^o'^n the e^ceinplary'and ever rnemorable Ven^' 
'<: 9 a N c B : jp/* /&r, -A L^ 1 6 H t v.» . upon :the htrdeofid 
JE^^/z/aa Tyrant and his kingdom 1 .^ 

(ip30 See jijotc in page 147, , 

they 



Hifey^iv6 hot tha iedft i^titehcg olf mf 

ft^i vuitfraj this ittifihtilAteA iiM df 
giiilt has hot yet producfed four Chief} 
dr NdWemk td pUbl^iist i%atbil thli 
moft abominable Xytm»y^ M^ ■*.* to 
Hjimid in the Gap,''* mt^ ttnfm\M 
fear of Ood, to avert the bl viNfe yens 
GSAHCB, thotrgh ReJigiphi, Himuniityi 
iaYid even CoMffion Sinfe ought tphjfve 
iprptnpted them to^ it ! — "May wfe not 
too aptly compare t?he priftdptd'^iftMSf 
of the y^^Wj, (for which th^ iofi their 
liherty), to tlx» p^rfefeit c^yiftg Sihs df 
Creat Britain "aKd he:^ Colonie;! 
- — ** In tbt mi^ »f rhife^ (iakl a Pi^^ 
phet from God) ^^ have they pealt 

«♦ BY OPPRESSION"<Vl')rri f fljfe S'tRAN- 
2 " GEA t 
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** oEtt r k thee hm6 titey ttJued ^ 
" Fafbir!6fs and the fFkf^^" Ezfck. 
Hjiil y,- Afld agaiii, « 3l5<f i'rt?/^ ^ 
" tht iumdkm^ itfffd Qf^iUittd^ mi 
** ex^ttsifiUliLfmnnviYf attd hdve •betiid 
** the Poof tthd Netdy: yia, fkjf ht^ 

" tt^LtT. -^ / ffhfghi f6r a ]»*a1^ 
** M(i>H^ tkem thai JhouU ntHke ttp ih 
** hed^^i ahd&tAftD iS ffifi feAf ^^ 
** /o*^<^ fftffft the Land, 4hM IJbouM m 
** dipn^it : but Ifmud mk I Tumu^ 
*' Fo>«E htm I pouted out mtt Mdi^na- 
** tiohiifoH ibmf I hm>lh conpfHed fhem 
«* ^th fhe p-i bf my Wrdlh: f'ttEik 
*< 6'Ci^N' W-At havii I AEt<>MPtif&Eh 
*♦ UKCW Y ksrs HgAl)s.> Jh/th tBe IJird 
«* Godr Ezek.xxii.i9-— ^r. AfJdKave 
lidt the Irih-aMtftrrt* of Ofedt Btiiaht and 
y5»r Cdknksf thtrtfofef jkifl reifbn to ex- 
j>e6l zjifitilar ^m^tAnch^ fkif Itkt' o p*- 
pREsSfONi ? £>6 they fl»<ttr tlwfi&felve^, 
that fhe^^«»^ G'W will p6fiSiit th:eit)( to go 
T t oil 
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on without recompenjing their ^^ own 
*^ way'* upon their heads! Slavery for 
Slavery ? Or have they forgot, that the 
God of Ifrael, who thus reproved his pe- 
culiar People forholding their J5r^/^r^;an 
BondacJe, is the same ** Lord God'* 
with whom we have to do ? aiid that he 

is UNCHANGEABLE ? HoW WOuld OUr 

Rulers and Chief Men bear a repetition 
of this unchangeable word in the pre- 
fence of God, when the Books are 
opened for Judgement :-t-'^- Ifiughtfor 
a Man among them thatjhould make up 
the- hedgej and stani> ?n the gap 
before me for the Landy thatlfhould 
** not dejiroy it; but J founi? none !'* 
May I not fay, that even " backfliding 
" Ifraer fhall ^* rife up in Judgement 
^\ with this Generation^ and fhall condemn 
^' it V As '' the backjliding Ifrael hath 
-** Jnftifi^^, h^^felf more than treacherous 
'' Judah;' (Jer. iii. lu) io fhe hath 
furely *^ juftified herfelf more than*' 
3 Britain I 
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Britain ! for when the meafure o£ 
her iniquity feemed to be filled by that 
liotorious aft of OppreJJion in the reign 
of Pekah before-mentioned, there werq 
yet found in her four worthy Advocates 
** to STAND IN THE GAP before God 
«/^r the Land \'' even four " Chiefs' 
,(or Nobles) " of the Children ofEphraim^'^ 
who boldly protejled againft the horrid 
crime of domeftic Slavery. But Great 
Britain^ though ftaggering under a much 
heavier load of the fame kind of Guilt, 
has not produced, out of her numerous 
Peerage^ one single Chief to ftand 
up ^^for the Land^^ and remove her 
burthen ! Mark this, ye Right Reve- 
rend Fathers of our Church, who fit 
with the Princes of the Realm toxon- 
fult the welfare of the State ! Think 
not that I am inclined, through any 
mifguided prejudice (194), to charge 

your 

(194) If I am prejudiced at all^ I am fare it is ia 

favoar of Epi/copacy^ for I not only entertaiji a moli; 

T t 2 finccrc 
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yqur Or^r^ iu p^rticukr, Tvkh tlte 

oAnifUon. Tk« crying Sin. has kithefto 

beeu 

fincere perfonaj refpefl and efteenj far fevcral truly 
wonhy and learned Individuals of that order, now 
tki|ii)|:, ^X I am e»eq 4tfcended from 6kie of tYit 
im% haly f^q^ioi), who in hk corre%>on4^n(;e wiili 
for«ign Proteftant churches, very ably defended and* 
pf OiBioted ^hc EJUhHftfmmt of Epifcopaicy ; wA\ a^ov« 
4]1« X ^ thprpughJy ceavioced by rheHoly S<:rif)t9rq« 
that t}\e in{ljtutlon of that oedkr in the CbrilUan 
Church IS of God ; and that the only defe£i in the 
B-fg^ifi^ EJhMiJbment of. it» is the want cf a free 
^*)i,EQT.ieN •r t,Q the. Office. For as it m^y doarly be 

proved 

* The IcgfnedJp^gpBl^ckftonc, ip his Commentaries, bpplf I. 
c. II. p. 377. informs us, that " ELECTION WtfJ, %n verY 
^*. ]? AijLY Ti^jsjs, the t{fual mMdc. sf Elevtfti^n to the Ei*i3f:Q- 
" PAL CHAIR throughout all Qhrtftendom; fl«</ /Aii** (fays he) 
^y.'wai, prowijcuoiifi^ petformid iy. tht Laitt, as VfcH ai by. fbe 
** Clei^y," (^"^^r CLE*UM-(ir PePULUM :'■; fe^wjiichhc' 
cites very ample authorities. But afterwart^s a complahit of tu- 
vmltHQui, ElcBms, together with t]^e i\j^idt^ l^yal Pr«i-oga- 
tivc of granting the Invcfliturc of Temporalities (though ihc 
Ttmfpra^tieSy be^fig pr^n^y gv^i^ed to Aipfqit tb^ ^^S^^S:^ 
the Office, cannot rcafgnably be fp far dravi^n from the firft 
inietuion, a< ta d<pr^ the Office of that Fcal Di^mty which 
arifcs frpm a ftee EUft'.on) fervcd the dcfigj^s of Emperors apd 
I^lpgs zs a pretence to invade the Freedom of EleBion ; and the 
(i^BfY^pf^tence o£ tumult proved equally favourable to the op- 
pofitc defigns of Popes ; fo that thcfc jarring intcrefts fe^med 
imitfed, however, In their endeavours (as it were by Qne Spirit of 
AHikbtiftJ k> deprive the Church of- her aneievtl^ght, which 

(had 
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httn far dtftant from yoxxt fight, and 
perhaps was never fullj reprefented to 

you, 

ppdvcd K\t%tt\itCknpch€s of Britain anJ IreUnd have a 
j«ft and aiicient Rigift to eiei^ their own Bifhops, and 
did a£^ually cxercifis that right for many ages, till die 
ati^ichrifliaa U Airpaticms of McnJh and Po/vf over the 

fecular 

(had it been maintftinerf) would probably have prevented mol^ flif 
the future uftirpations of the Papal Ar.tichrift ; and therefore 
*• th€ Pelicy of iht Court of Rome at the fame time began hy ie^ 
** grees to B x tLUD e the Laity from any Jhare in thefe 
** Elections," (feys the learned Judge Blackftone,) " and 
'*h toiifine them -wholly. to theCLZKGr, -which at length -area 
*< cemfletely effeeted** j. Blackftone, c. ii. p. 378. The ori- 
gtoal ground for the complaint of tnmnlt in thefe EieFHonSMns 
pro})abty occafioned by the ncglc^ of that unexceptionable 
Ap«^oUc mode of iSeftlon defcribed in Afts i. 15 to x5 ; for 
when Chriftiaaity began to be corrupted by Vows of Cej&bncy^ 
ond- other Popifli and JMabolkai Doftrines, the Clergy and luaty 
be^ian to have oppofite interefts to fcrve (which ought never tt> 
ix) in the Choice of their Biihop, and, of courie, the two co»- 
teadhig porticswouU r^ippooally depend upon • their own «fH- 
vily, aeal, or addrefe for fuccefs in the EleBion\ fb that Tamvk 
(the old complaint) miSA\ be the nf^edary coniequence ; whereas 
hfiadUbfen an indirpenfible form to nominate two quaKfiisd 
perfont (viz. cither two by the promifcuous fuffVages of both 
parties, or ^fl«« by each party), and afterwards, infolemnfrayer^ 
to ftfhmtt the fkial decifion to the Providence of God by a Lot 
(at in the Ap*fiort» EhfHm)^ there could'be no room for coateh- 
tton-: the undue in^ence and partiality of Jff^'i/fVtftf/i woald be 
effiOttallt checked ; andj above all, the joint prayers of hoth, 
fortieiy in an Trppeal to God's deciilon, would certainly add So^ 
inmKty (mfi^i^T^nriu/t) t^^Efeffton, i6not alio rnuch ad- 
ditional 



you, otjVikQ faithful IVatchmen of Ifrael, 
you would long ago have warned our 

Natioa 

iecalar (or parochial) Clergy crccafioncd the interfer- 
ence of Kings, fo it may as clearly be demonilrated» 
that the present mode of EleSi$n by Writ of Con^e 
WEJlire^ fent to the fevcral Cathedral Chapters, toge- 
ther 

^itional Dignity to the Eleffed. " Dum fecum hahehant Avo^ 
•* TOLi Dojnhum, non ufi funt sorte : neque poft adventum 
** Ptrackti eafunt ufi, c. x. 19. xvi. 6 fs. fed in uno hoc inter- 
«* me£o tempore , & in uno hoc fiegotio uji funt ^ conveniew- 
•♦ TissiME.'* Bcngelii Gnomon Nov. Teft. p. 460. This 
remark opeas to us a very fatisfaftory reafon why the Apoftles 
diiconcinued the primitive mode of EleBion, and took upon 
.themfelves the appointment of Bijhops : for while they were en- 
dowed with msLnifcflfupernatural power in working Miracles^ 
their authority to appoint SiJIjops, without the formulary precau- 
tions of the fird precedent, could not be (^ueflioned, becaufe their 
s^pointment of Bifhops was clearly the appointmept of the Holy 
,Gboft : but when thefe extraordinary gifts ceafed in the Church, 
^c primitive mode of Election became once more dcfirabje, as 
.l}dng bell {uited to the ordinary flateof the Church in all fucceeding 
ages. This is not a (inguUr opii/on of my own : the learned 
JBengelius (p. 459) refers us not only to thofe who have thought 
as I do, but alfo to examples of it's having been really pra^tiied 
in Epifcopal Elections : — " Hodieguoque i« elegend is Epis- 
«« COP IS SORT I LOCUM ESSE possz ccnfet juftus Jonas ad bunc 
.*' locum, & memorabile exemplum refert Comenius in HiJK Ecclef 
/• Slav, § 60. bahet etiam b, Biegerui Bobm. Br, voL iii. p, 36." 
The primitive EleBion, mentioned in the A€ls, was the Election 
cf a Bifiop, as well as of an Apofile, the Office or Charge of a 
BUhop being apparently included in the ^q^c/zV Dignity; for 
.though Matfbias, on whom the lot fell, was immediately '* »trm- 

". hered 



[: 335 ]: 
Nation of the Danger : biit I now call 
upon you, in the name of God, 

for 

thcr " with a Letter Mtffl^vet containing the name ^fiht 
♦* per/on ijobich they pall Ele£l and Cbufi** {sL^rcesAAc 
%Q Uic Aft of 25 Hen, VIII. ch. xx. fee. 4.) is i total 

■ : parvrerfioQ 



*• hered amon^ the eleven A?osTL-Es" yet the vsLCznt Charge t9 
which he was deAed was nnqucftionably an. Epiftopal Charge^ 
The expreffion of the Holy Ghoft, iii the Prophicy of 5ic 
Pialinift (Ffalmci*.8. " /f / another take his oppicb"),' 
proves that the fkid Office was of that nature ; for the ikSbrem 
word impD, commdnly rendered " Hs office" properly fignl- 
fics tf VISITATORIAL office^ which expre/Gon^ by the ancient 
Authors of the Septnagint Verfion, as wcli as the Apoftle Peter, 
yvzs conceived to be of the fame general import as an Office of 
SuPE RiNTE ND s N C Y ; and therefore they all called it an Eptf- 
copatje, *rnv 'E««^jeo7riiv durou x*C«t iTfpo?, literally, ** let another 
** take his Epifcofatey** or " Bi/hoprick,"* Matthias, therefor*^ 
and the other ApoOles were properly 'Evta-Koirot, or Bifiops ; and 
the Right of Nomination to the vacant Charge was' not then 
confined to |he Apodles aloiie (as Dr. Hammond, without au« 
thority of Scripture, has a/IerCed), but-an.appeal.wasmade to 
the fenfe of the whole Congregation, thc*0;t^of, or Crowd of 
xxo Perfons then prefent, by the Apoftle Pctei-, and they accoril» 
ingly appointed fwo, xai i^a-av ivo, and afterwards joining in ib- 
lemn prayer, fubmitted the decifion or final Eleiiion by lot to the 
Providence of God !— " Tbiu, Lord,** (faid they, Itvef) " -which 
«« knoweft the hearts of all men, Jhruf of theje two the oifs 
•* "whom thou hafi chofen.'' — " *AmJftfo» ix tuvw rov iuo km h 
<< f ^eXs^«/." The perfbu on whom the lot fell might from 
the xoT (xXr,£Of) be truly denominated Cleric us, as he 
was thereby authorized to take upon himfelf the LOT $f 
fervicf^ Xtt*«»y TON KAHPON T)jg Jjaxmaff- The very learned and 
judicious £rafmp« was of the fame opinion, reipe£Ung. the ap- 
pointment 
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and therefore to yoii, my JLordsy m 

particular 

fim^fiMi of thftft jaft tnd andMt mg^ t Abcnr^fttev* 
tB(Mwd» and it •ftdrely dtftf tiOkvi of a» ihe d«lirakitf 
^npofet of t free Ekai^. Thi« j[»|iaO><Ar^ Kbw^nM^ 
be cenfiired in ftronger terms than thofe in 

which 



poftAtmcat of tvf9 pcrfofls by the GoifgnigatifM ^t^'^X^ '~^" ^^*^ 
«• §n$io*' 4^& he, ^o«kii^ df Petcf *s Addi^fs to the People)r 

mliukfftSttrwasds he g^0fr die foUewiag; 'coiAiiitnd«tk>]^ of that 
ffmikrft ouMspl^. >-^* Ta)fietji sokt »i ^motthf^ nd»fiiiMr put 
^ t^rietmqUe flnxervtty froiurU & xdtmeAm dtffgttafitb Nev PatmA 

*» mt^f^ihvtijfhnr. Inter bcs am^iuttti9t Eii£Hbiii fiftiit tvritf; 
^ fitsnn'iffa uMsrinaim htbtye fWtMt, c*fiiif tiHm^m mi»h^ 

•♦ fuMffimnf JosBP-ir /r^rtrr ffly*9»:Mj" (Vit. Jufttts) *«" cbftt 
^ mniatisnefny eduum Jssu ^ofihquiUfe <f9mjA€iktthaftr', i> 
^ *#«npn *MrV frdhttts ijt McttUaP^ qtio nos iatetevkuf i i*r i> i t-r* 
*• «»«!rtf f* EViscoPfs^ fty/&»i cffJ*Hdd fit E-oeiigeUcS Dd^At 
♦» d^/f^dtkfyod^ fiilfii €frtP»oendm hitkifitii afi^f^ts;* 4rd. 

. -^ I» »Iinf« Traft (by >^H &ir»«, a« EnglJfli- Beuediaiiic) 
ifltfratad^ Senfrntia dr Ectli^s Brit^nnitd F^rrvlle^m^ whlcii 
4Mb* pftntci^ together ^ith fbiAe Uttle' ft^&i of Arch^ifllX)^ 
VfkWr ift^itfe«f , \*€ fih^ ftiH a moW arfe^le* tcftitfton]^ of the tf>rt'r>rt1f 

^Jifte'* (iJ^K^ling 6f. the rf*ciei* »riti$*, Scotch, arid 
Tri-sh) ** ptfiularent vt o-m'kia inttr fi syiJodicj^ agerettfy 
•* tarn prV Ei^recopoRUJ* oRDiWArroNTtfus, turn f to alHs 
«* «?|<?fyj EtcUfiaJHtis, Verba esruni rJT Bit) A, /i3l Y\, c, a; J^<:^ 

yif/. Hift^ fuUfi <[_iroD KoK VosstNy itt^xn suanuw cos^- 

SEKSU 
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particular I appeal ! If I have mifrepre»* 
fented the Word of God^ on which my 

Oppqfition 

which it IS exprefsly condemned by zfuhfe'quent A^ of 
parliaments (l Edw, VL chap, ii.) though the former 
Aft is fuppofed to be ftill in force, viz. " ^be /aid 
** £lections Ife in ver^ deed no Elections but only 

SENSU ET LICENTIA PR 15 C IS- Afi D I C ARE MOR-IBUs/' 
P. 154. And after citing an example from BedCy concerning 
tbs EkB'ton ef a Bijhop iyvL, Acidzn) by. a Scotch Synod, at th^ 
rcqucft of the- Saxon King Ofwaldy to inftrnft and prcfidc over 
the Miniftry of the newly converted Saxon or Englifh Church 
(ice p, 154 and i5S)» he further remarks :»—** Et ex Huntimg- 
** DONiENSi" (fays he) ** Ub. iii. Hift, & Bzd. lib. u. confiat 
" IT SCOTOS ET BriTANNQS OMNIA SUA COMMUNI CONf 
" SENSU EOISSE," 

It appc^^rs al/b, that the Saxon or Englijb Churchy thougk 
«iuch lefs ancient thau the Britijb, Irifi, and Scotch Churches, 
.did yet enjoy the fame ineftimablc privilege of ele8v}g JUJhopi. 
The jMonk Maithew Paris has tranfmitted to us a memorable 
example of this, in his Account qi the Eljiftion, A. D. lopj, of 
the celebrated l7//?tf« to be Bifhop of Worccfter,:— " Proceju aw 
" temtemporis Vlstauvs (ele cto ad ArchicpifcopatumEbora^ 
*' cenfem Aldredo) unanlmi confenfu^ taniCLBKi quam toj^ 
*^ Tius piiEBis, Rege tnfuper ut quern vellentjibi eligenctit pru" 
** fulem & animarum Pafiorem atmttente, inEpiscopum ejuf" 
" dem loci e ligitur*'* P. xo. And even in later times; when 
fhe Romiflj Corruptions had fo far prevailed as to exclude thf 
JLaity from Eleclions, yet the Clergy ftill enjoyed " the fr^e 
^* right cf clewing their Prelates, -whether Abbots or EiJIjops;** for 
the learned Judge Blackftone informs us, that this right was 
granted in a charter ^^ to all the Monafteries and Cathedrals in the 
,*.* Kingdom** by. King John, ice vol. i. p. 37^; and alio that 
^ /iW^ <^rtf«/ was expre^lj recognized and confirmed, in King. John* s 
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Ofp^ttbn to Slaveky is founded, p^ots/ 
•ut nvjr errors^ and I fubmit: but if;« 
On the other hand, you (hould perceive' 
fhat the Texts here quoted are really 

appli-* 

** fym Writ $/ Coii CB D'EtfLntB, Bave co/aurSf Jbih^ 
•• 4ami% anifrittnces of EUSiionst firming nt*uerthelif$ 
•« /# mpurpofe^^^ &c. 

If it had not been for this notorious defed in point 
9S£Uai§m9 and the general idearof i(s confequeffast i^ 



^'MaClU CARTi^ Md virat Agcin efiahltficd ly StLtrsft 
- %S Edtuard III. St. «. § a-" I^td. This Statute firft gave 
farBdmtnttfy muhorityf mdeed^ te the King^s Conge D*£JUre' 
(though it was in vSe long before), and acknowledges the King's 
Kight oi^Ajeitt or Approbatioh « afitr the EleBkn i'* yet it 
fpptaifts nothing which can remove the prudenti and reafbnable 
limitation to ^ich that Ajfint or Af probation yfzw formerly fub-r 
jcft^ viz. that ijt ** wifs not t^ b»dei*iei> without a 
*^ RBASONA»LB AND Lit WF Uil CAUSE.'* Ju^gc Blackftonc'y 
^. i.e. 11. p« 37^ And this very A£^ (which was manifcftiy 
ordained tnjreftraio th^ iimoniacal praAices and (haroeful ufurpa- 
tldns df the Biihops of Rome) exprefsly acknowtodges tbe'Righc 
^'wnt% BLXCTXONs in th»Cknfch, viz* ^^ that die rarxr 
**' Bt*cirxo9Sof the Anehbifliops, Bifliops, and alV other Di^- 
•* ties and Benefiees mkctive m EnglaH4t Sk^^ kok^**^ &i. 
The Bght was alfo fully eflfabliihcd by pitceding SKitutes, dill iV 
force f though (unhappily for this Kingdiom) not in ufe ; as 
^^* Thtrt Jball be VKzt. elkctioHo/ Dlgnttics of the Church.** 
9 £dward II. c. 14. Title. And agdn^ ** Elections ovgitt 
••to Bk ^itBE.** lEdwanil. t::^. Mr. Ruffhcad, in his* 
nfefnl Index to theStatutei^ very pfoperly re<er»^us^ -undcp the 
luntfltf;** £]iBCTiQif of J3r&H0?Sy * to this laC-ncntione^ 

StatBtc 1^ 
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appUcabk to the queftion befarc xis^ ^ 
that my conclufions from thence are 
fairly drawn, and that the Examples of 
God's VENGEANCR agahift Tyrants 
and Slave-holders ought ftridly to 
warn us againft 7^/w//^r OpfreJJions aiid 
Jimilar Fengeance^ yon will not theft, I 
truft^ be backward in thlsCaufe ofGoii 
and Man. Stand up (let me intn^at 
you) ^^ for the Land ; MAK:!^ trp I'HJBt 
*' HEDGE," to fave your Country ; 
perhaps it is not yet too late ! Enter a 
folemn proteft, my Lords, againft thofe. 
%vho ' ' kave opprejfed t'Be Stranger wrong^^ 
'' fulb'^'' Ye know that the Teftlmo-: 
nies I have quoted are of God! Warnt 



:am .pe? fuadei that tlic late worthy Prin>*tc of ^agL" 
land, would not hare found fuch oppoJition In hip 
endeavours fome few years ago to promote ike.^a^ 
llipmeniof E p f s c ? a c v in America / 

Statute J ton 'Ef'JcQpai EUBxoni ou«ht certainly to be mcludeJ iit 
the njeaning of |he faid Statute, as ^'^ ^s all other 'EitB%oni\ for 
an Rlcction wiiliout aCHQicxU aoiiUiififJd contradi^oa in 

ther^ 
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Ofpafiilifn to Slayeky is founded, p^oti: 
Wtnvy errors^ and I fubmit: but if^« 
On the other hand, you (hould perceive' 
fhat the Texts here quoted are really 

appli- * 

^ fym Writ $/ CoNCB D'StfLntB, Bave co/aurSf Jlub^ 
•• 4tmi^ andfritiuces of EleBionst ftrming nimertheUjfs 
•« /# nofurpo/e,** Sec. 

If it had not been for this notorious defed in point 
9£MI$^i9at And. the general idear of i(s con/equeffcis, i^ 



^:MMxnU CARTi^ «ifi t^at Again eftahttficd ly Stktnft 
•« »5 Edtuard 111. St. C. § a." Jiii. This Statute firft gave 
fgrBamenttry mttherity, mdeed^ te the King^i Cong^D'EJUre^ 
(though it was in nCc long before), and acknowledges the King's 
Kight of 'AjcHt or Approbatioh «* after the EltHwn ;" yet it 
fpptaifts AOthing which can remove the prudent, and reafbnable 
limitation to ^ich that AJ/ent or Approbation way fd,rm«rly rubi> 
j^'viz, that it ** was not 7^ bbdedHed without a 
^ RBAS^NAVLB AND LitWF Uil CAtrsE.'* Judgc Blackftonc'y 
k. i.e. II. p- 37^» And this very A£^ (which was manifcftiy 
ordained <o/cftraio the iimoniacal praAices and (haroeful ufurpa- 
tUi'ns df the Biihops of Rome) exprefsly acknowlipdges tbe'Righc 
^'pt^B BLXCTXONs in th^ChuTch, vk. ^^ thatdie rarxr 
**' Bt»€irxo9S'of the Anehbifliops, Bifliops, and alVothAr Di^- 
*< ties and Benefices b£kctivk m fjf^^tfif^/, ^all koki^**^ &i. 
The %^r was alfo fully efhibliihcd by pitceding Statutes, dill i^ 
forcfp though (unhappily for this Kingdioro) not in ufe ; as 
^** Then Jball bi VK^% election 0/ DlgniHcs rf the Church,** 
9 £dward II. c. 14. Title. And again^ ** Elections ovght 
••to Bk TitBE.** rE<Iwani 1. 1:; 5. Mr. Ruffhcad, in his* 
viefiil Index to the Statute^ very properly re<er»^us^ -undcptbr 
lUtoaltf;'* £]iBCTiQif of £i&HO?Sy * to thls^ laC'^entione^ 

StatBtc i 
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applicable to the queftion before xis^ ^ 
that my conclufions from thence are 
fairly drawn, and that the Examples of 
God's VENGEANCR agahift Tyrants 
and Slave-holders ought ftridly to 
warn us againft 7^/;;//^r OpfreJJions aiid 
Jimilar Vengeance^ yon will not then, I 
truftj be backward in thkCauJe ofGoii' 
and Man. Stand up (let me intr^t 
you) ^^ for the Land % UAKt^ trp I'HJBt 
^' HEDGE," to fave your Country ; 
perhaps it is not yet too late ! Enter a 
folemn proteft, my Lords, agaiiift thofe 
who ' ' have opprejfed the Stranger wrong^^ 
'' f^tly:' Ye know that the Teffimo-^ 
nies I have quoted are of God! Warn 

•^m .peffuadei that tlic late worthy Prin>*tc of ^agL' 
land, would not hare found fuch oppofition in hi^^ 
endeavours fome few years ago to promote ike. ^a^ 
llijl^ment ^/'EpiscOfACV in America / 

4 . 

Statute? for E/^'fccpgl Elf^bns ought certainly to be mcludeJ lit 
the meaning of (he (aid Statute, as ^di is all other EU^ieitsi for 
an Rlcction without a Ch9I cx is axn<U42f«ll contradiOioa in 
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therefore the Nobles and Senators of 
thefe Kingdoms, that they incur not a 
double load of Guilt ! as the burthen, 
not only of the much-injured African 
Sirangeri^ but alfo of our Country's Ruin^ 
iiiJift reft on the heads of thofe who 
witiihold their Teilimony againft the 
CRYING SIN of TOLERATED Slavery! 
For *' I KNOW z/?^/ //jehpRD will main- 
*' fain the cause of the AffliSled^ and 
^' the RIGHT oj the Poor'' Pfa. cxl. 12, 

GRANVILLE SHARP, 
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. F R I C A, number of flaves annually TDartercd for 
on the coaft of, page 147, note, Abp. Sharp's re-' 
fle6lions on the decline of, to the prefent barbarous 
'ftate, 263, note. - 

African Company, 'the property tl^y acquire in negi;o- 
llaves unjuft, 206. The mea;is ^pf procuring th^ra 
deteftahle, 207. 

—Merchants of Liverpool ^Bflftpl, rcmqn- 

' flrance to them, on their traffic./®/ i plica's bo^ip^, 
219. . See Slave-traJe. . ~ 

Ahaz king of Judah, the judgements inflided pn Wm 
for his inhuman idolatry,^ 319, 

Amaziah king of Judah, his haughty rejedion of pro- 
phetical advice, and fubfequent jiumiliation, 41^ 
note. . 

Ajnerica, thecaufe of the oppofitiq^ p(^ ^ t^^yfh- 
ment of epifcopacy there, affigneid> 339^ wif^- : 

Ammonites, denunciation of Gqd's yeageapcc agamft 

:. them for their barbarities, 240, . 1 ,, .. . 

Amos, his defer ipt ion .of the .praftices TDy-which llie 
Jews r?4^ced their poor brethren to flavery, 2^ . The 

Retribution 
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Retribution denounced by lum agalnft the Syrians 

for their oppreflions, 229. Againft the Philiilines, 

231. Againft Tyre, 235. Againft Edom, 237. 

Againft tlie bloody - minded Ammonites, 240. 

Againft Moab, 242. Againft Judah, 245. And, 

laftiy, againft ifjrael, 24^. 
Armies, Sanding,^ a warning examine againft tlie 

keeping of, 56, note^ 
AlTyrians and Babylonians, inftniments m the hand of 

God for tlie mutual punifliment of each other, 210. 

Remarkable inftance of divine vengeance againft t]jc 

former, zi6,rnote, 

Babylon, the Prophet Jeremiah's denunciation of retri- 
bution againft, 264. A prior denunciation againft, 
by Ifaiah, 275'. Tlie bondage' with whicli her cap- 
tives were dpprelTed, the caufe of God's vengeance 
againft^ 277. The, ftratagejn. by which 'Cyriis en- 
tered The City, 293. Great treafures found 111 the 
chapeh of the idols, 295, 

Barnes, his account of the ancient mcde of chboling 
Bifliops, 334, «^/r. * ' 

Bengelius, liis account of the primitive mode of eledl- 

• ing Bifhoj^, 334,'«&/f. 

Biffiops, appeal to, and call upon them to exert their 
influence againft negro- fla very, 33^1, The order of^ 

• a divirtcittftttution, 332, «c?/f. Defeft in the Eng- 
lifli «ftabliftinient ti. Hid. Tlie prefent mode of 

■ elediftg; ^.total perverlidn of the primitive one*;- 
• 334, note. This p^cfent mode exprefsly condemned 
"s "by Ad.ofyariiiment, 337, .»(?/<>. • V' 

4 • - : ^ . • -'-^-Blackftone, 
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Blackftorie, Judge, his account <rf the aik;ient mode 
of ' elefiiaiig Bifhops, 332, note. This right how 
'uftfrjicd from tlie Laity, 333, note. 

Britafn, wafniings to the inhabitdflts of, for tolemiing, 
by 'National Authority^ the dpprefiion (A Affican 
Strangers in the Colonies, 16, 34. Indications of 
the Devil's empire over, 146, note. Unjuft laws 
pointed out, 213, note. Symptoms of national de- 
ftradion, 226, im/^. Inquiry wisdther the corrup- 
tions and injuftice which have deftroyed other na- 
tions, may not draw down God's vengeance on them, 
248, note. Cannot expeft to be the only exception 
to God's general lule of national retribution, 258, 
302. 

c. 

Chriftian Difpenfation, Charity ' and Benj^volence du- 
ties of indifpenfable obligation undec, 6. Will not 
juilify holding men i^ llaviih bondage, ihid. 

Churches of Britain and Ireland, how deprived of the 
juft and ancient right of ele6^ing their own Biihops, 
333, note. 

Colonies, Britifh, the oppfdfive treatment of ijcgroes 
in, far exceeding thofe pfa6^ices for which the Jews 
were reproached by theif Prophets, ^5. Nutaber 
bf n^o flaves annually purxthafed 'there, J47. 
iMore tyranny exercifed over the iicgroes there fthan 
formerly by the Chaldeans over 4he; Jews, ^304, 
And have reafon therefore to exjee^ more f fevere 
punifliment, 305. Proteft againft the flave. trade, 
yet at .the fame time continue lo.hold (laves in bon- 
^^^^9 Hid. 

Yy Covetouihds, 
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Govetoufjiefs, a fpecies of idolatry, 144, «*//. 

Cyrus, the inftrument of God's writh agaiiift Babylon, 
and cf deliverance to the Jews,- prcdidted to this 
fcrvicc two hundred years before his birth, 290. 
Called by Ifaiah the Anointed of God, 297. In 
what refpeft a type of the Meiliah, 298. 

D. 

Difpenfations of Providence to public focielies, extraft 
from Abp. Sharp's fcnnon on, 253, notf* 

E. 

Edomitcs, the judgements denounced againft them by 
the Prophet Obadiah, with the reafon, 227. 

Eliakim. See Jehoiakim. 

Epifcopacy, how prevented from being eftabliihed in 
America, 339, note. 

Ezekiel, his fevere prophetical cenfureof King Zede- 
kiah's breach of fa it Ii, 121. 

F. /. / 

Father, a term often ufed in a loofe fenfe In holy icrip- 
tuficfor any direct anceftor, 58, note, 

Ferrerius, liis remarks on Ifaiah's prophecy concerning 
the Airyrians, 222, nou. 

Freedom, fpiritual, clearly tendered to all mankind 
by Jefus Chrill, 299. The rejedlion of tliis offer by 
the Jews the caufe of the lofs of their temporal inhe- 
ritance, iifiii, note. 

G. 

Government, political, the neceffity of adminiftering 
it on juft and righteous principles to piroduce national 

profperity. 
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profperity, 1 64, note. The woes denounced againft 
national injuftice and tyranny, 213, note, 
Grotins, his commentary on Jeremiah, ch. xxii. de- 
fended, 140, note. A miftake of his, refpefting 
the extent of the prophet's meflage to king 2^dc- 
kiah, reftified, 167, note. His opinion of the tranf- 
greflion for which the Philiftines incurred the cen- 
fure of the Prophet Amos, examined, 232, note. 

■ B. ■■■ 

Hananiah, a filfe* prdphfet, rebuked by Jeremiah, 72. 
Heathen, who are to be anderllood as wmprehended 

under this term iii the Mofaic la\<r, '8.' ' 
HerodotuS; hk authority quoted for the great trea- 

iures in Baby)onV when* taken by Cyrus, '295, note. 

Ido^try, aifpecification of vices tl^at participate in the 
guilt of^ 143, note. . . 

Jc-koiakim^ how J^^.^atJ^ikied the :ecqwn,.qf jAidah, 

49,. 50., Njebuchadnci^ggtf kingof .E^l;>y|janAiade the 

inftmmcBt^^ "(^c^i's . yfingcaoce ^IPf,"^ ?^'>fP,for hk 

evil deeds^ Ifh-^ : Pi^^^ ^S^w4 5^,?)?P9.^2idnez- 

• zar;'95.'\^ ^ ;.-!!•* V* ; -. j. V) ;;^:;I:;;i 

Je^cmiali^ his^qcount of .the. praftices l^y yyl^igh-tbc 

. : J/?y^s reduced tj^e poo^- tPt flavery, 23.. His pfedic- 
^ion t)f the futi^re e;mpii;e of Nebuchadne2zarj J2, 
57. His prophetical meflage "^to Zedekiah particu- 
larly confidered, 151. Collation of paffages in 
ch, xxi. arid ch; ^ii. '141. See Zedekialii 

]er ufalem, the prophet Jereniiah's denunciations jagainft 

that city for oppreiiion, 26. Is taken- by Ne\)u- 

Y y « chadriezzar. 



chadn««ar, 89. Is ukeii' a fccoad tiixi^ 95^. K 
taken a third time, 106. ' - 

J/iwifh fervitude, tlie. nature ofuiidjei; tjK;Mj9raicl3(w>, 
expktcHed^ 4. 

Jews, the permiffion granted than of Iteeping tondf- 
nieny cannot be claimed by any other nation, 8. 
Tiie Drongeft inftances o€ Gckl-s^YCfigeaAi^e againft 
tyrantSy to be found in tlieir hiftory^^, j i,. Th^ii: re- 
Aoration to natural freedom from Egyptian ^^w/^ry, 
the firft «tf//tfW /w^r^ tk^ cxperijBnced, 12. This 
deliverance freqiiently,ni^fttiQped by tjie pK)gliet^ 

. i{. ' And j^tjcularly rcpqrtjni^ndec} to tlieir re- 
membrance, >\^ Th*^; tkey .nught be moved to 
fympatbize with £j^/r^i ftrangers, i5."Warmn?s 
given them of . the dang^ of dppreffiofi, 1 6* ' Tj^enr 
ojfprejjlons ' trivial in compariion witli the treatment 
of negroes in the Britifh ^Colonies, 25. The judge- 
ments of God executed "againft king Zedekiah, his 
farnfly,^flnd 'the nobles of Judati, 202. 'Undei» tiieir 
prefent difperfion, have fcriptural aflurances of a-glo- 
rkms rC-eftablifhmeht, a-ja, noie^ Tfteu* £nal coij- 

' verfioii will be a trueobjeft of geneial j<jy, 29 1^ ^te. 

3^irep1\i>s, 'hl4;d|fl^gemious atfempt to e6n<teif'tfte ^V^ 

" itig o^Jerufarem by N^b'u'chadh^^p, %^Uoie. 'His 
accoimt of the deathof Jehoiakim, 98* •- '• 

Jofiah ki;ng of Judah, account of his ions, 44. The 
"judgerhent lie drew on hfhif^tf by Uhdettaidrtg aii un- 
juft war againft Fharaoh Ijfeqho, king Of Egypt, 
155, note. ' ; 

Ifaiah, his reproof to the Jews for th^ inconiiftency of 

; . their outward humiliations with their opfreJfi<ve con- 
iltffi to the poor, 19. His denunciation agamfttlie 
cityofTyre, 237, ^c/^. 

Judah, 
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^udal^ reaudwb]^ dcUvexanc^ of, from the bondage 
of Pekah'king of Ifrael, by four chiefs of the cliil. 
drea.of £phraiiD« ^zz,. 

{iibeity, the deprivatbn pf^ the greatefi of all iojuries^ 

except the lofsoflife, y>u 
Lives, a general view of the melancholy deftryflioii 

of, in the profecution of the flave trade, 148, note. 
Lowtb, Dr. exairiination of .his opinion concerning 

ttie fucxeflbr of Jofiah' l^ing of Judah, as mentioned 

by the prophet Jeremiah, 52, nou. His interpret^- 

ticiaiG£thQwqT(^f/ifior, 162, no'tel 

^(Jfifqueradcs, tlje bahefurteridefncy of, ij(6, note. 
Micah^ his denunjciatio;i of G^dV vengeance againft 

the Aqiunonites for tjieir covetous violence, 24 1^ 

mtC0 

.•■■;: ■ ■ •• -N.- 

i^ations^ pot llk§ indiyidi|a^, to be called to a fiiture 
accopQit for t^e^r crimes, but receive their punilh- 
meuts in thejr colleftive capacity in this wortf, ^5'^, 
note. Are^ l^y^ivii\e wifdom, made mutual fcourges 
to each qthej, 256. 

National wickednefs, has generally been viiited by «i- 
/foilij/ puni(hm^nts, 19, 253, note,] 25^9, note, 

J\^ebucliadnezzar king of Babylon^ the nations com- 
manded to fubmit to his yoke, 63, note, 66. Kills 
Jelioiakim, 99. His exteniiye conquefls, 124^ 
Exec^otes the d^ree of God againfl king Zedekiah, 
20^, . His CQodudl confidefedj 207. 

, = Negroes, 
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Negroes, inhuman treatment of them ifbr'refiftartce to 
tyranny, 151, note. One played for and won, at 
cards, 219, note. Advcftifement for the' h«ciP of 
one, 238, note. Computation of the number of, in 
our American iflands and fettlements, 326, note. 

New Jeriey, proceedings pf the inliabitants and £ree- 
hclders, in difapprobalion of the importation of 
negro ijaves, -308- 

P. 

I'aris, Matthew, the gncient mode ofeki^ingbifhops, 
colleded from his account of the elerfiori of UMan 
to tlie fee of Worcefter, 337. 

Paftor, a term ufed both in a civil and ecclefiaftical 
fenfe, 162, note. 

Patricks Bilhop, his miftake concerniag the eldeft fon 

• of Joiiah king of judah, corre^ed, 45;, note: His 

. account , of the death of je-hoiakim, . 97, ^note: ' ' ^ 

Philadelphia, petition of the inhabitants of, to the pro- 
vincial Alfembly, againll the importation of negro 

\. flaves, 312. A provincial zt\. impoling a heavy 
duty on them> rejected by the crown, 314. ' 

Philitiines, the retribution prophecied againft them by 
Amos, 231. For carrying on a Jla^'ve trade -wiiSx 
Edom, 233. When probably fulfilled, 234, note. 

plagues of Egypty fignal inftances of i5od*s vengeance 
'Sig^im^ Jla^ve-holdersy 13. 

Planters, not to be exculpated from maring the load of 
guilt with the kidnappers m i\\Q Jla^ve-trdiie^ 150, 
note. 

Prideaux, Dean, determines who Belfhazzar was in 
prophane hiflory,; 58, note. His accpjmf of the 
great fad of expiation, 93, note. His actourit of the 

death 
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death of Jehoiakim king of Judah (^orrefted by Jof 
fephus, 99. 
Prophets, lying, hired for money, 69, note. 

R. 

Retribution, the divine law of, explained, 75, nou, 

253, note, 259, note, 
Riblah in the land of Hamath, critical expoiition of 

the names of tliofe places, 48, note. The judgements 

of God againft king Zedekiah, his t'amily, an^ tlie 

nobles of Judah, executed there, 201, 

s. 

Sfeamen, the great hazard they run in the African ilave 
trade, 149, note. 

Seeker, Abp. the caufe of the oppofition to his endea- 
vours at promoting epifcopacy in America, traced, 
339, note. 

Shallum king of Judah, critical opinions concerning 
his proper name, 46, note. His fate, 47. 

Sharp, Abp. his account of the ufe God made of king 
Nebuchadnezzar, 125, note, Extraft from hisfer- 
mon on the means oi national profperky, 253, note. 
His fentiments on national retribution, 259, n^e^ 
His refledlions on the prefent barbarous ftate of 
Africa, 263, note. 

Slave tr^de to Africa, rendered a national crime by its 
legillative fupport, i. Indications of a »/j//tf/r«/ re- 
tribution for the guilt of it, 3. The judgements of 
God againft the Jews, brought home to the reflec- 
tion of African traders and American planters, 206; 
We have reafon to fear the like divine vengeance 
for the guilt of this criminal traffic, 260. 

4 Slavery 
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heinous national crime in the fight«f ^Wd, lo. 
Strong prophetical drfciiption <tf,T 94. 'Waming 
hints for the flopping o£, communicated by the Au- 
thor to the Britilh Mihiftry, 251, 252, notes. 
Soldiers, Africah, their dejilbraWe fiiiWtidn in flie 
company's fettlements, 150, notei 

Syrians, the denunciations of the prophet Amosagainll 
them for their opppeflions, liOw fulfilled, 2jo. 

T. 

Tyrant?, tremendous examjiles of God's vengeance 
^rnft, ^o»bc found iTi-^l hiftorles, :particularly tliat 
of the Jews, 11, 

Type-arid Zidon^ the ports for the -Ancient flave trade, 
of iPaikftine, 2*9. How this witrkedtrartfic was re- 
taliated upon them, 222, note. The gevernnient 
of Tyre fubvertod by tire Haves, 256, mte. 

V. 

Vices, deftruftive of national proff erity, 165, notCm 

Public, liowipunifhed, 2.53, note. 
Virginia, petition 'itfithe'hmife of biitgeffe^ to the king 

^6n the Ihhtiittarilty drfd'ddnge'rous teririehcycf the 

AMcan Jla^ve-trai/e, 306. 
"Urijah -the ^Jrtfphet murdered by Jehoiakim kiiig of 

Jtidah, 77. 
Ufh'er, At'p. iiis aclfoifiit of Niibiichadt)n()for king of 

'Babyloh, ^^, note. His opinion as to the ^Cing ad- 

-dffei[f(^d% the prophet Jeremiah, ch.TCxii. dOrreaed, 

W. War, 
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- W. 

War, barbarity in> will incur tlie vengeance of God, 
240, note. 

' X. 

Xenophon, his account of the deftruftion of Babylon, 
287, 288, 295. 

Y. 

Yokes, prophetically ufed as emblems oi Jlavery, 52, 
notey 56, 64. 

z. 

Zedekiah king of Judah, prophetic denunciations 
againft him for injuftice and oppreflion, 26. Exhor- 
tations to him, 37. Hiftorical account of that prince, 
44, 59. Is raifed to the throne by Nebuchadnezzar, 
108. Expofition of his regal name, no, 166. Re- 
bels againlt the king of Babylon, 119. The pro- 
phet Jeremiah's meflage to him particularly confi. 
dered, 131. Proclaims liberty to bondfmen, 172. 
Denunciations upon his relapfe, 177. Judgement 
executed on him, by the liand of his conqueror Ne- 
buchadne2zar, 202. 

l;^. This Tradl having been unavoidably extended to 
a much greater length than was at firft intended, 
theExtraft from Mr. Morgan's Book, mentioned 
in p. 258, isinfertedin the Appendix of another 
Trad, intituled, ** The juji Limitation of Sla^very 
*« in the La^s of God compared ivith the unbound^ 
** ed Claims of the African Traders and Britijh 
*• American Sla^ve-holders,** 

FINIS, 



By the Jatm Avthor. ' 

I, A Short Treatifc on the Englifti Tongue. Being 
-/a. an Attempt to render the Reading and 
Pronunciation of the fame more eafy to Fo- 
reigners. 1767, 

.II. Remarks on feveral very important Prophe- 
cies. 1768. 

III. A Rcprefentation of the Injuftice and dangerous 
Tendency of Tolerating Slavery ; or of admitting 
the leaft Claim of Private Property in the Perfons 
of Men in England. Being in Anfwer to an Opi- 
nion given in the Year 1729, by the (then) Attor- 
ney General and Solicitor General concerning the 
Cafe of Slaves in Great Britain, 1769. 

IV. Remarks concerning the Encroachments <m the 
River Thames near Durham Yard, 1771. 

V. Remarks on the Opinions of fome of the mbft 
celebrated Writers on Crown Law, refpefting the 
due Diflindion between Man/laughter and Mur- 
der. 1773. 

VI. In two Parts, i. A Declaration of the Peoples 
Natural Right to a Share in the Legiflature ; which 
is the fundamental Principle of the Britijh Conftitw 
tion of State. 2. A Declaration, or Defence of 
the fame DoSirine^ when applied /tfr/zVuAjrr/j? /o THE 
PEOPLE OF Ireland. 1774. 

Printed for B. White, at Horace's Head, in Fleet- 
Street. 



Tracts by the fame Author, 

Now in the Prefs for Publication, by B. White ia 
Fleet-Street, and E. and C. Dilly in the Poultry. 

I. \ Trad on the Laiv of NatHrit and. Principles 
X^L of Adlion in Man. 

II. The Case of Saul; being an Appendage to 
the former Tradl, wherein the compound Nature 
and various Principles of A^ion in Man (with the 
Reality of JupernaturaU fpiritual Influence^ both 
good ziiA bad) are* proved by unqueilion able Exam- 
ples from the Hi/lory of that unfortunate Mo- 
narch, and alfo from many other parts of Scripture. 

III. Thejuft Limitation of Bla'very in the Lan^s of 
G^</ compared with the unbounded Claims of the 
African Traders and Britiih A^merican Slave- holders. 

IV. The Laiv of pafflve Obedience ; or, Chriftian Sub- 
jniffion to perfonal Injuries. — Wherein is fhewn that 
the feveral Texts of Scripture which command the 
entire Submiffion of Ser'vants or Slaves to their 
Maftersf cannot authorize the latter to exaft an 
involuntary Servitude^ nor in the lead degree ju ft ify 
the unbounded Claims of modern Slave-holders, 

V. " The Lavj of Liberty ;" or (as it is called in 
Scripture by vjay of eminence) *' the Royal Lavj,^* 
by which all Mankind will certainly be judged ! 






